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INTRODUCTION

The motiation behind the development of this Bible curriculum material is the firm belief that
God inspired the entire Bi bl e asmdy lttsthadesirélaoftbe Afnwhol e
writersto keep the focus on what God saleltting the tek speak for itselfrather than imposing human
thoughts, theories, and ideaghether theirs or otherglowever; it is not the intent of the writers to
discredit the value of recognized scholarly works which may be very helpful to teachers of theuBible, b
rather to keep the focus on that which God inspired as the primary source material.

The heart of tis material is the content digest (systematic arrangement) of the text which
identifies all major events, people, and them&sligest as used in thimaterial differs from a simple
outlineand other curriculum projects in thaattempts to focus attention to everything in the text rather
than selected parts. Theitersapproach the task of doing a complete digest of the text with much
humility and arecognition thaevenour best efforts may still fall short of our goal due to the complexity
and enormity of the Word. Next in order of importaircthis material is the section which identifies
fimaj or teachi ng c onc®mdudeoflytdachieg cgncepts thabareclediha s been
supported by the content digest, diligently resisting the imposing of human thought that might lead one in
a direction never intended by Gotihe material is arranged in four columns as described below:

Column I, Caption of Events, People, and Themes i This column directs the user through a book of the
Bible, chapter by chapter (or by sections of chapters as warranted by the textkividierenceand
captiongthat identify the major events, themes, or peopl

Column 11, Content Digest of the Text i This section: (1) is a digestsystematic arrangemeénof all

of the content(2) presents content innaodified outline formatising bolded print, numbers, letters,

bullets, and limited punctuation marks, (3) stiext referenceto support all content items, (4) includes

all the events, people, and themes included in the text, (5) refrains from interjecting personal commentary,
but may use speci al notes and/ or c ontogpeciicedi ng whe
related to the text that might not otherwise be obvious from the content digest.

Column 111, Principal Individuals and Groups i This section identifies all principal individuals and
groups included in a given section of the text.

Column 1V, Major Teaching Concepts i This column presents teaching concepts that: (1) are stated in
the form of declarative sentences, (2) may be used when developing lessons to be taughtell3) are
supported from the Content Digesith text referencesand (4 are further clarified by citingdditional

text referencefrom the Old Testament and/or the New Testament when known.

Notes about the Format of this Material

1. The modified outline format contains a mixture of complete sentences and phrases; therefore

the writing does not normally use periods, but does use commas, semicolons, and colons as
needed. Text references are enclosed by parentheses.

2. On occasion, the writers may provide explanatory notes. These notes adhere to standard

written Englishrli e s are easily identified in the out]l
that, o fiSee, 0 iFor more information, o0 etc. Th
colored font.

3. Contact Person: Floyd Coppedge, Educational ConsultantePaftm Christian Education, P.O. Box

11000, Oklahoma City, OK 73136; 4d51-6003 (Office), 4056154838 (Cell);floyd.coppedge@oc.edu
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Caption of Content Digest of the Textd Principal Major Teaching Conceptsd May be

Events, Focused on Events, People, and Individuals and used to frame lessons to be taught

People, and Themesd Designed for teaching Groups or to support a verse-by-verse

Themes treatment of the text

Acts 1:12 1. Introduction (1:1-2) The author, Luke | x This account is a sequel to the bo
a. An account wtten for Theophilus of Luke (familiarize students with
b. A reference to the Gospel of Luk{ Theophilus Luke 1:14).

x Whereas the Gospel of Luke
recorded the doings and teaching
of Jesus (1:1), the b&®f Acts is
an account by the same author o
Christds workin
chosen Apostles

V  Both Luke and Acts are
written to an unknown man
named ATheao5)h

Acts 1:311 1. The resurrected Jesus (1:3-8) Jesus x The Apostles whauffered all the
a. Jesus witnessed alive by many things written in Acts eye

Jesus 6 | convincing proofs (3) The disciples witnessed the risen Christ over a

instructions b. Promise of the Spirit (8) period of 40 days (1:3).

before His e The disciples ask if Jesus is ng x Even after the resurrection the

ascension restoring the Kingdom to Israel disciples still did not understand

The ascension

(6)

e Disciples told to wait in
Jerusalem for the promised
Spirit (8a)

eThey wi |l be
Jerusalem and Judea and
Samaria until the end of the
earth (8b)

2. The Ascension of Jesus (1:9-11)

J

the nature of the kingdom (1:6).

V  Alarge portion of Acts
describes how the church wa:
over a period of time, led by
the Holy Spirit into the

full ness of G|
2:16; 6:16; 10:3435; 13:46
48; 15:129).

x The central theme of Acts is the

of Jesus a. Angels promise that Jesus will story of how the Holy Spirit
return again in the same way he lef empowered the disciples to be
(10-11) witnesses of Christ throughout the
ancient world, which began with
the baptism of the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost (5, 8; see 23B).

x Jesus will return from the sky in a
way that is obvious to alhs
opposed to another incarnation or
mysterious earthly appearing (1:9
11; see Mt. 24:2@7; 1 Thess.
4:16).

Acts 1:1226 1. The disciples return to Apostlesi Peter, | x While the Apostles waited in
Jerusalem (1:12-13) John, James, Jerusalem for the promised Spirit,
Discipleswait | 2. The disciples are of one mind Andrew, Philip, they were a unified, praying grouy
in Jerusalem | and devoted to prayer (1:14) Thomas, (1:12-14).
3. Matthias is chosen by prayer Bartholomew, V The disciples in Acts are
Matthias and casting lots to fill the place of Matthew, James consistently depicted as
chosen to be | Judas (1:15-26) Theson of unified (2:4247;4:24, 3235;
among the Alphaeus, 5:12; 15:22, 25; 20:7) and
twelve Simon the praying (see 2:42, 46; 4:23D;
Zealot, 6:2;12:5, 1213; 13:3; 14:23;
Judas the son of 16:27; 20:36; 21:5).
James x The disciplegprayed and relied
upon Godo choose which of two
Mary, Je good men would be an Apostle
mother replacing Judas.




Jesusos b
Joseph (called
Barsabbas or
Justus)

Matthias

A gathering of
120 persons

Acts 2:136

Events of the
Day of
Pentecost

1. The disciples were gathered on
Pentecost (2:1)

2. AAI'l O were fi
and Spoke in foreign tongues (2:1-
13)

a. The Diaspora Jews of every natic
hear the gospel preached in their o\
languages (&.3)

3. Psesetrneom (2:14-36)

a. The outpouring of the Spirit is a
prophesy fulfilled [Joel 2:282] (14
21)

b. Jesus was murdered; but we are
witnesses that God resurrected him
(22-32)
c. Christ now sits at the right hand ¢
God; he is pouring forth his Spirit
(33-34)

d. God has made Jesus Lord and
Messiah, and you killed him (336)

Peter

Diaspora (Greek
word meaning
Adi sper s
Jews

x On Pentecost the 12 Apostles
[possibly other disciples also] wer
for the first time filled with the
Holy Spirit (2:4).

x As a maniéstation of the Spirit the
Apostles preached to foreign Jew:
in languages they had never knov,
(2:4-11).

V It should be remembered that
Jews visiting for Pentecost ha
been scattered geographically
throughout the centuries and
had adopted the languages of
their respective countries.

V  This gift of tongues given at
Pentecost was for the express
purpose of communicating
Godbés word in
languages so that people cou
understand what was being
preached (for a public
prohibition of tongues as mert¢
babbling, se 1 Cor. 14:128).

x  This pouring out of the Spirit was
fulfillment of prophecy as well as
Jesus b6 -®oeeedosl2:281
32; Mark 9:1; John 14:26, 16:13).

x The sermon that founded the
church centered
a cross, His resurrection, His
asension into heaven, His giving
of the Holy spirit, and His lordship
(22-36; see 1 Cor. 15:11).

x From the very first sermon of the
church the apostolic eyewitness
evidence of Jes
used to move others to faith (32).




Acts 2:3747

The
Pentecostal
congregation

Fellowship of
believers

1. Response to P
(2:37-41)
a. The Jewish audience feels
convicted (37)
b. Command to repent and be
baptized for:

o forgiveness of sins

e to receive the Holy Spirit
c. It is a promise for all39)
d. Peter continues to exhort (40)
e. Believers were baptized; 3,000
souls added to the church (41)
2. The fellowship of believers (2:42-
47)
aDevoted to: apo
fellowship, breaking of bread, praye
(42)
b. Wonders and signs performed
through the Apostles (43)
c. Sharing of possessions according
to need (45)
d. Of one mind (46)
e. Daily together in the temple, eatir
together (46)
f. Gladness, sincere hearts (46)
g. Praising God (47)
h. Favor with people (47)
i. Church growing every daw{’)

The Diaspora
(Greek word for
dispersion Jews

Those who had
received the word

x The correct response to belief in
the gospel is repentance and ther
baptism.

x Baptism (TheGreekword is
baptizoi to immerse) is for the
forgiveness of sins.

x Those who reperand are baptized
in Jesusd name
Spirit.

x In this Pentecost example of the
Gospel, teaching came first, then
people repented (changed their
minds, hearts, and lives), and only
after these conditions were met
were they baptized (2:81).

V  Since infants do not have the
capacity to understand the
Gospel, to repent, or to
fireceive the
then they are not eligible for
baptism.

x These promises (forgiveness and
the Holy Spirit) are available to
everyone for all time (39).

x On the first dayf the church 3,00(
people became Christians (41).

x Awe is the appropriate response t
Godos working i
humans (43)

x Baptism was not the erall of
Christian faith to these early
disciples, but it was merely the
beginning of a life of faith ah
devotion to the Lord (2:387;
4:32-35)

x Some characteristics of the early
disciples were (2:437):

V  Sacrificial sharing with one
another and meeting one
anot her 64€6).ne ¢
Unity,

Devotion to t

teaching,

Prayer,

Breaking bread together,

Fellowship,

Worship,

Gladness of heart,

In favor with the people.

x  The addition of souls to the
church was not credited to the
human members of the church,
butthe Lordcaused this group of
believers to grow and increase
rapidly (47).
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Acts 34:31

Healng of the

1. Healing of the lame beggar (3:1-
10)

2. Peterds ser mo

Peter

John

x Peterds miracle
an authentic miracle:
V It was extemporaneous,




lame man

The church
growsto 5000
in the midst of
persecution

Peter and John
before the
Sanhedrin

Disciples
glorify God

people (3:11-26)
3. Peter and John arrested (4:1-4)

a. Sadducees were disturbed becal
of Jesus and the resurrection of the|

dead (4:12)

b. Peter and John stay in jail
overnight (4:3)

c. Many of the people who heard
believed; the church grew to 5,000
souls. (4:4)

4. Peter and John testify before the
Sanhedrin (4:5-20)

a. Hgh priest and others inquire in
what  name they have done this
(4:57)

b. Peter says by Jesus the Nazaren

the man was healed and that
salvation is in no other name-(2)
¢. The council orders them to stop
preaching (4:3-18)

d. Peter and John refuse to stop
preaching (4:120)

5. Peter and John are released
(4:21-22)

a. The people glorify God

6. The disciples glorify God (4:23-
31)
aRecount i

(4:2328)
b. Prayerthat God will notice the

threats against them and give them

boldness to preach while wonders
and signs take place (4:3®)

c. The place was shaken; they were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began

speaking the word boldly (4:31)

ng of G|
purpose in those who opposed Chri

A Lame beggar

Witnesses to the
healing

Sadducees
The Sanhedrin

The disciples

Immediate,

Full and complete,

Performed on a man lame frol

birth;

ANl the peopl

known the &me man

previously were convinced of

his healing (3:110).

V Even Peterbs |
forced to release him because
they could not deny the
miracle which had taken place
(4:13-16)

Peter used this miracle to bring

people to faith, telling them that it

was through faith in Jesus who dig
and was raisedhe one they killed
that the man was healed ¢16).

Although the Sadducees and

leaders tried to squelch the gospe

by putting Peter and John in priso
they were completely impotent to
stop people from bieving as the

church grew to 5,000 (4:4).

In speaking to the Sanhedrin, Pet

and John, though uneducated,

spoke with such confidence that it

was evident that they had been w

Jesus (4:4.3).

That Peter and John were jailed a

put on trial for helpig a sick man

is ironic and adds testimony to the

guilt of those who killed Jesus (4:

10).

One of the first groups witnessed

in Acts was the Jews directly

responsible for
fulfilling Jidiyw
shall be my witnesses in Jerlesa
and in all Judea and Samaria and
the end of the

The world teaches a variety of

ways to achieve salvation, but Go

has granted salvation through no
other standard but through the
name of Jesus (4:12; see John

14:6).

Obedience to God kas precedenci

over the will of human authority

(4:19-20).

V  When told to stop preaching,
the Apostles relayed their
inability to doso; their
allegiance was first and
foremost to God!

This is the first of many stories in

Acts that show how the church

overcane incredible opposition

< <<




t hrough Go d3ilsseep
also 5:2741; 7:588:4; 9:116;
14:1921; 16:1926; 17:5; 19:22
20:1; 21:3036; 23:11; 28:30).

V Itis important to point out
that at the end of this
persecution the disciples wel
not depressed orglilusioned
but praising God while divine
power shook the gathering
place (4:2331).

Acts 4:325:16

Sharing among
the Jerusalem
church

Harsh
examples to
the churchin
the punishment
of Ananias and
Sapphira

Progress of the
church

1. The congregation was of one
heart and soul (4:32-35)

a. Nobody claimed ownership of
personal property (32)

b. Apostles gave testimony to the
resurrection with great power (33)
¢. Nobody was needy; people sold
their possessions and gave them to
distributed to those with need (86)
2. Barnabas sold his land and
brought the money to the Apostles
(4:36-37)

3. Ananias and Sapphira lie to the
Holy Spirit about their gift (5:1-11)
a. Ananias brings the proceeds fron
his property, but holds back some
secrdly (1-2)

b. Peter says Ananias has lied to G
(3-4)

c. Ananias fell dead; fear came ove
all who heard (55)

d. Later Sapphira lies about the pric
of land, testing the Spirit (9)

e. Sapphira drops dead (10)

f. Great fear came over the church
and all who heard (11)

4. Progress of the congregation
(5:12-16)

a. Signs and wonders taking place i
hands of Apostles (12)

b. The congregation was of one mir
in Solomonds Por
b. People were afraid to associate
with them, but held them in high
esteem (1B

c. Men and women were constantly|
added to their number (14)
d. People were bringing their
afflicted to be healed (156)

The congregation

Barnabas, a Levitg
from Cyprus

Peter

Ananias and his
wife, Sapphira

The Apostles

A large part of Christian fedwship
in Acts consisted of sharing
possessions with those who were
need (4:3235).

A healthy congregation of
Christians will ensure that the bas
needs of its members are met
(4:3435).

The example of Ananias and
Sapphira is not an exhortation for
all Christians to sell theinomes;
rather it shows
toward hypocrisy in the church
(5:1-10).

Those who try to deceive the
church try to deceive the Holy
Spirit and God (5:31).

The example of Ananias and
Sapphira broughd healthy fear
(thisword also meanseverencg
over the church and even outside|
so that they would not sin in the
same way (5:5, 11).

No matter what reasons people
have for avoiding or disagreeing
with the church, the behavior of th
church should be such that peopl¢
haverespect for believers (15:13).
The Jerusalem congregation set ¢
great example for all times in that
was unified (15:12).

The miraculous signs mentioned i
Acts are done primarily at the
hands of the Apostles, or by those
commissioned by the Apostles
(5:12; see 6:; 8:6, 13, 18; 9:33
34, 40; 19:11; 20:41).

The supernatural outcome of
Ananias and Sapphira as well as
the Apostlesd s
apparently caused the people to k
in favor of and attracted to the
congregation, causing it to grow
corstantly and rapidly (5:14).

Acts 5:1742

Imprisonment

1. The jealous religious leaders put
the Apostles in jail (5:17-18)

2. An angel of the Lord opens the

Peter

Apostles

The jailing of the apostles is
indicative of a number of motives
for the persecution that started




and miraculous
release of the
apostles

Peter 6s

prison gates (5:19)

a. Apostles are commanded to sped
the temple (20)

b. The next morning the Apostles
begin preaching in the temple (21)
3. Religious leaders cannot find
the Apostles in jail the next
morning (5:21-24)

a. Religious leaders find Apostles
teaching in the temple and bring
them before the council (226)

4. High Priest questions the

High Priest,
Sadducees
Holy Spirit

Gandlid, a
teacher of the law

early in their ministry and
continued throughout:

V Jealousy (5:17),

V Political well being (12:3),

V Financial well being (19:25

26),

V Racial prejudice (22:222).
The divine response to persecutio
was to keep the apostles preachir,
the word, fiall
i fead0)(5: 19
The apostlesdé d

testimony Apostles (5:25-32) disobeying orders not to preach a
before the a . e oOrbi¢red you not to preach in thereby bringing guilt upon the
Council Jesus name; you make us look leaders is twofold:
gui |l t-38) 6 (27 V dvou indeed killed the Prince
b.Apostlessay fAwe must and Savior who gives
rather than men. repent ance and
c . oukiWted Jesus, but God raised V d@bedience to God is more
him to his right hand as Prince and important than obedience to
Savi 0o381p (30 me n5%29-32).
e Who grants repentance and The apostles witnessed even to
forgiveness to Israel those directly
d . ear®witnesses of the death, a practice started earlier
resurr®ctionbdt ( (4:5-21; 5:2732).
e. 6The Holy Spi God gives the Holy Spirit to those
f. The Spirit is given to all who who obey Hm (5:32; see 2:38; 6:7
obey God (32) Rom. 1:5).
Gamaliel 5. Gamalields -in The unwillingness of the leaders t
intervenes in | 40) believe the gospel is difficult to
behalf of the | a. Priests and Sadducees intend to comprehend in light of the
apostles kill the Apostles (33) unflinching testimony of the
b. Gamaliel suggests that if the apostles and the undeniable
believers are not from God they will miracles given by the Holy Spirit,
come to nothing (3488). e.g., their miraculous releafem
c. Gamaliel warns that the council jail (5:23, 32).
may be fighting against God if they Gamali el ds warn
kill them (39) of being prophetic as every story i
d. The Apostles are flogged and Acts shows the impotence of any
warned not to speak in the name of] obstacle to stop the advancement
Christ, and released. (40) Godos pBYn (5: 3
Preaching 6. Apostles are undeterred (5:41- 't is an honor
Continues 42) name (5:41).
a. They leftrejoicing that they were Instead of being Enced or
able to suffer for Christ (41) demoralized by the persecution, tl
b. They continued preaching Christ apostles rejoice and keep on
daily in temple and house to house teaching publicly and privately
(42) (5:40:42).
Acts 6:17 1. Men chosen to oversee food Apostles The widow problem is the first
distribution to widows (6:1-6) issuein the growing church that
Seven deacong a. Hellenistic Jewish widows Stephen was solved by the Apostles calling

or special
servants
chosen

complain that Hebrew widows are
being favored in the food distributiol

1)
b . Seven fiservan
word that is tra

are selected to distuiibe food (27)

Seven selected
men: Stephen,
Philip, Prochous,
Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas,
Nicolasa

a meeting with the congregation t
implement or decide something
new (6:16); another example is at
the Jerusalem council (1520).
V  Jesus promised the discipleg
that the Spirit would lead
theminto all truth (16:1215);




¢ So that the Apostles could be
devoted to fApr
Aiministry of t
e These men were full of the
Spirit and Wisdom (3)
e The Congregation chose the
men (5)
d. The men were brought to the
Apostles, who prayed and laid their

proselyte from
Antioch

Hellenists (Greek
speaking Jews o
others not

racially
Greek) widows

these church meetings seerr,
to be one avenue the Spirit
used to lead the Apostles int
truth.
The selection of the seven men to
serve the widows is the first
example of men being chosen to |
special church servants (the same
Greek root word is used for

hands orthem. (6) Disciples in deacons in 1 Tim. 3:12), (6.
2. Progress of the congregation Jerusalem The purpose for these servants w
The word (6:7) to relieve the apostles of food
spread and a. The word spread (7a) Priests who distribution (service) duties so the
disciples b. Disciples increased greatly in believed could focus on prayer and
increased Jerusalem (7b) preaching (6:2).
greatly in c. Great number of priests became The congregation chose men whd
Jerusalem obedient to the faith (7c) were full of the Pirit and Wisdom,
but the Apostles commissioned
them by prayer anthying on of
hands (6:36).
The spreading of the word resulte
in a multiplication of the disciples
in Jerusalem, likely due to the
decision to keep the apostles at
work preaching the wor(b:7).
Acts 6:87:60 | 1. The Accusation against Stephen | Stephen Although Stephe was performing
a. Stephen was performing miracles miracles, rather than give heed to
(6:8) Men from Stephends messa
Stephen b. Men from Synagoguof the Synagogue of the Hellenistic Jews argue with him
preachedo his | Freedmen argued with Stephen, bu| Freedman (6:8-10).
accusers couldnét resist One theme of St ¢
of his words (6:910) False witnesses was that the Jews wejest like
c. The people, the elders, and scrib their ancestors, their hard hearts
dragged Stephen before the counci| Those referenced resist the Holy Spirit, they
(11-12) by Stephen: persecute t prophets, they
d. False witnesses accuse Stephen| Abraham, Isaac, murdered the Christ, they receive|
speaking against [the Temple?] and Jacob, the the | aw but d-i d
the law (1314) patriarchs, 53).
¢ As well as saying Jesus would Joseph, Moses, Since the men could not resist
destroy the temple and changg Pharaoh of Stephen because he spoke with
the law (14) Egypt, Aaron, wisdom and the Spirit, they got
e. Stephends f ac| Solomon people to bear false witness agair
appearance to the council (6:15) him (6:10).
f. High priest a|Saul(latertobe The accusation that $teen spoke
these things so? namedPaul) against the holy place (the temple
Stephen|{2. Stepheno-83) Ser and the law is the occasion for
sermon a. G ooxkings witly Abraham another theme of this sermon: tha

(7:2-8)

e The promise

¢ Covenant of circumcision

¢ The twelve Patriarchs
b . Goddbés wor ki
16)

¢ Sold into bondage

e God made him governor in

Egypt
e Famine

ng

God does not dwell in hand made
houses (6:145; 7:4850).

Stephen did not deny their charge
that Jesus would destroy the temy
or alter Mos& customs, but rather
refutes their theology that God is
stuck inside a building (6:14).

In pointing out their hard hearts
and bad theology, Stephen recoul
Godos working t
history (7:253).




Martyrdom of
Stephen

e The Patriarchs came to settle i

Egypt
c. Godds working
Exodus (7:1744)

e Israel increased iBgypt

e Slavery in Egypt

e Moses born, then raised by
P har @aaubebod

e Moses defends an Israelite wh
was treated unjustly

e Moses tries to reconcile two
Jews fighting

e Moses fled to Midian

¢ Forty years later Moses sees
buming bush

e God sends Moses to be ruler
and deliverer of Israel

e Moses led them out performing
wonders and signs

e The Jews made a golden calf
andGod turns them over to

serve idols
d. Joshuads disp
nations
e. David found f

f. Solomon built a house for God,
though the Most
dwel | in houseso
g. Applicatiorr you Jews are:
o Stiff necked
e Uncircumcised in heart and
ears
¢ Always resisting the Holy
Spirit
¢ Guilty of killing the prophets
who prophesied Christ
¢ Betrayes of Christ
¢ The ones whoeceived the law
but didndét Kkece
3. Stephen is stoned to death (7:54-
60)
aThe crowd was 6
and gnashed their teeth at Stephen
(54)
b. Full of the Holy Spirit, Stephen
tells the crowd that he sees Jesus
standing at té right hand of God
(7:5556)
c. Crowd covered their ears, drove
him out of the city, and stoned him
while withesses laid his robes at the
feet of Sau(7:57-59)
d. Stephen calls on God to receive |
Spirit and overlook the sin of his
murderers (7:60)

During the sermon Stephen was
full of the Holy Spirit an gazed intg
the heavens and saw Jesus at the
right hand of God (7:55).
Although his accusers stone him t
death, Stephen does not back doy
but calls Jesus to receive his spiri|
and to forgive his murderers (7:59
60).

Stephends vindingo
rather than sitting at the right han(
of God shows that Jesus sees an\
greatly concerned for the suffering
of His servants (7:556).

Saul later to be named Paul

pl ayed a direct
murder by watching the robes of
the murderers (thlaw demanded
the removal of robes during
executions) (7:58).




Acts 8:123

Jerusalem
persecution

Those
scattered due
to persecution
went preaching
the word

Conversion of
the Samaritans

1. A great persecution begins in
Jerusalem (8:1-3)

a. Saul in hearty agreement with
Stephenbds killer
b. Rersecution begins in Jerusalem
(8:1)

c. The church scattered throughout
Judea and Samaria (8:1)

d. Apostles remain behind in
Jerusaleng8:1)

e. Stephen buried, lamented by
devout men (8:2)

f. Saul ravages the chur¢house to
house persecution, imprisoning mel
and women (8:3)

2. The results of the persecution
(8:4-13)

a. Those scattered went preach the
word (8:4)

b. Philip preaches in Samaria,
performing signs and healings (87
c. Peoplesee the signs and listen
(8:6-7)

d. Samaritans rejoice (8:8)

e. The people formerly called Simor
the Magician the great power of Go
(8:911)

f. When they believed the good new
men and women alike were being
baptized (8:12)

e. Even Simon believed and was
baptized (8:13)

3. Apostles send Peter and John to
Samaria (8:14)

a. Apostles pray for Samaritans to
receive the Holy Spirit (8:145)

b. Spirit had not yet fallen on them,
but they had only been baptized in
Jesusd name (8:1
c. People received the Spiat laying
on of Apost|18)s b
d. Simon offered money for Apostle
to give him authority to lay hands of
others (8:18)

e. Si monds ithedftrof
God cannot be bought (8:2Z1)

f. Simon told to repent and pray for
forgiveness (8:2-23)

g. Simon asks for the apostles to
intercede on his behalf (8:24)

Saul

Apostles

Philip

People of Samarig

Simon the
Sorcerer

Peter and John

The Holy Spirit

x Paul

is introdu
killer and a leader of the
persecution that began in Jsalem
(7:58; 8:3; 9:12).

Rather than squelch the gospel, ti
persecution of Stephen caused
Godo6s word to b
regions (8:14); however, Paul
continued his persecution of the
church (This fact gives meaning t(
a latter statement of Jesus tRatul
was kicking against the goads.

(26:14).
The Samaritans are the first of foy
Aunl i kel yd grou

converted as noted below (8:12):

V Samaritan$ half Jews (8:85),

V An Ethiopian eunuclh either a
Jewish proselyte or God fearel
(8:26- 39),

V Pauli the leading persecutor o
Christians (9:122),

V Cornelius and his househdld
Gentiles (1611:18).

The miracles done by Phillip

caused people to pay attention to

his preaching (8:G).

The responsef thosewho heard

Phillip preach, inalding Simona

sorcerer, was that they believand

were baptized (8:123).

Though people were baptized in

Jesusd6 name (by

sealed and indwelt by the Spirit af

saved, Acts 2:38, 1 Cor. 12:13,

Rom. 8:9), the Holy Spirit had not

Af al | beminaway that was

miraculous (8:16; see 10:46;

11:15; 19:6).

Because Philip did not bestow the

Spirit, and bec

observation that the Spirit was

best owed by the

this bestowal of miraculous gifts o

the Spirit seems lined to

instances where apostles laid han
on people.

V For other occurrences see 19:f
and 1 Tim. 1:6.).

V Exceptions to this are the case
of Ananias laying hands on Pau
(9:17), Pentecost (Acts 2), and
the conversion of the first
Gentilesi all of which are pecial
occurrences (148).

The Holy Spirit is neither a gift tha

cannot be bought nor a magic tric

for personal gain (8:91, 1823).
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A person who sins after baptism
does not need rebaptism, but
repentance and prayer (8:23; see
| John 1:92:2).

Acts 8:2540

Conversion of
the Ethiopian

1. On the way back from Samaria,
the Apostles preached to villages of
Samaritans (8:25)

2. Philip and the Ethiopian (8:26-
38)

Philip
Angel of the Lord

Ethiopian Eunuch

Wherever they traveled, the
Apostles were preaching the gosg
message as they went (8:25).
The Ethiopian was a foreign
eunuch who was either a complet

eunuch by a. Anangel commands Philip to go'1 proselyte or a Gentile God fearer
Philip the Gaza road (8:26) The Spirit (Gentiles who worshipped Yahwe
b. Philip meets an Ethiopian court but were not circumcised.) (8:27
official reading Isaiah in his chariot 28).
while returning from worship at Truth seekers often need mature
Jerusalem (8:228) Christians to h
c. At the command of the Spirit, truth (8:3034).
Philip comes to chariot and asks if Isaiah53:7-8 isfulfilled in Christ
the Ethigian understands Isaiah €2¢ (8:32-35).
30) Based on the response of the
d. Ethiopian said he needs someon eunuct o Phil i pds
to guide him (31) Jesus, 0 it is ¢
e.Invites Philip to help him teaching about baptism and Jesus
understand who Isaiah 53:7 refers t status as the Son of God (8:38).
(32-34) Philip makes it clear to theunuch
f. Philip preached Jesus to the that believihg with the whole heart
Ethiopian (35) is a prerequisite for baptism (8:37
g. Ethiopian sees water and asks to Note that to baptize theunuch
be baptized36) both Philip and theunuchii g o
h. Philip says: down intoodo the
your heart, you immersion under water as the
i. Ethiopian confesses belief (37) Greek wordbaptizomeans to dip,
j. Both go down into water, and the plunge, or immerse.) (8:38).
Ethiopian is baptized (38) The monversion of the Ethiopian
Philip taken 3. Philip snatched away by Spirit Eunuch was another result of the
away by the (8:39-40) Jerusalem persecutiea
Spirit of the a. Philip disappears (39) considerable win for Christianity,
Lord b. Ethiopian leags rejoicing (39) seeing the influence the Ethiopian
c. Philip was found at Azotus, and official would have to spread the
preached to all the cities on the way gospel in his own country (8:28).
to Caesarea (40) Like the apostles who preached a
they went, Philip preached all the
way to Caesarea; in this way the
message was spreading like
wildfire (40).
Acts 9:119 1. Saul the persecutor (9:1-2) The Lord Saul intended to stop Christianity
a. Was breathing threats and murde in Damascus [a trade hub from
Saul, the Q) Men traveling which Christianity would easily be
persecutor b. Got permission to imprison those| with Paul (9:7) able to spread], but Jesus intende

Jesus appears
to Saul

bel onging to fAth
2. Jesus appears to Saul (9:3-9)

a. On the road to Damascus, Paul
sees a light from heaven (3)

b. Paul hears Jesus voieghy are
you persecuting me? Go into the cit
until told what you must do (8)

c. Those with Paul heard the voice
but saw nobody (7)

d. Blind, Paul was lead into

Ananias, a
disciple in
Damascus (9:10)

Saul

to turn His biggest persecutor into

an influential apostle (9:9, 15

16).

Paul 6s meeting

Christ on the road is momentous |

a number of ways as it

V Is powerful enough to take his
sight from him (9:89),

V Is referred to by Paul as seein
the Lord, qualifying him for

11



The Lord
speaks to
Ananias

Ananias meets
Saul

Paul is
baptized

Damascus (8)

e. Paul fasted three days (9)

3. The Lord speaks to Ananias in a
vision (9:10-16)

a. Ananias told to inquire for Saul ai
the street called straight (@)

b. Ananias expresses that Saul is a
persecutor and has come to
Damascus to persecute {13)

c. The Lord says that Saul is his
chosen instrument to witness to
Gentiles and Kingsral to suffer for
Christdésl)name (1
4. Ananias meets Saul (9:17-19)

a. Ananias lays hands on Saul, and
announces that he was sent so Pat
will regain sight and be filled with
the Holy Spirit (17)

b. Sale like things fall immediately
from his eyes, Pawarose and was
baptized (18)

c. Paul ate and was strengthened (!

apostleship (1 Cor. 9:1; 15:8),
V Marks the selection of Paul by
Christ to be an apostle to the
Gentiles (9:15).
Jesusd statemen
persecuting me?
persecutehte church is equal to
persecuting Jesus himself (the

church is Chri-=s
23) (9:45).
Saul 6s realizat

him to fast for three days (9:9).
God chose Paul to witness to
Gentiles, kings, and Israelites and
to suffer for Chrst (9:1516).

While Ananias mentions himself a
an agent by which Paul would
receive sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit, the passage is uncleal
whether Paul was filled with the
Holy spirit through the laying on o
Anani as6 hands
baptsm (9:1719).

Ananias as well as many others h
a difficult time believing that Paul
had become a believer (9:13,

21; 9:26).

Acts 9:1931

Saul proclaims
Jesus

Jews plot to
destroy Paul

Paul preaches
in Jerusalem

The churches
in Judea,
Galilee,
Samaria
prosper

1. Saul proclaims Jesus in the
Synagogues of Damascus (9:19-22)
a.lmmediately Saul proclaims that
Jesus is the Son of God ¢29)

b. Those who heard were amazed
that Saul the persecutor was
preaching Jesus (21)

c. Growing strongr and stronger,
Saul confounded the Jews there by
proving Jesus is the Christ (22)

2. Jews plot to destroy Paul, but
Paul escapes Damascus during the
night (19:23-25)

3. Paul preaches in Jerusalem
(9:26-30)

a.The disciples in Jerusalem are
afraid of Paul26)

b. Barnabas brings Paul to the
Apostles and advocates for Paul (2]
c. Paul speaks out boldly in the nan
of the Lord in Jerusalem, arguing
with the Hellenistic Jews, but they
seek to put him to death (29 [see
6:9])

d. The brethren bring him to
Caeseea and send him to Tarsus (3
4. Progress of the church: (9:31)
a.Enjoying peace

b. Being built up

c. Fearing the Lord

d. Being comforted by the Holy

Saul

Jesus the Christ
The Jews
Churches in

Judea, Galilee,
and Sararia

Paul is a changed man as he beg
to preach Chrigt the son of God
immediately in Damascus where |
had previously intended to stamp
out Christian influence (390, 22).
Saul grew stronger as a Christian
and his witness was, proving that
Jesus was th€hrist (22).

Before leaving Damascus Paul
experienced persecution as the
Jews in Damascus and the
Hellenists in Jerusalem who try to
kill him (9:23, 29).

Barnabas was instrumental in the
process of Paul being accepted
the other apostles and the
Jerus&em Christians, many of
whom were still afraid of him (he
will play a similar role later for
John Mark 15:3739) (2627).

With Paul now preaching the
gospel, the church throughout
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria enjo)
peace and growth, being comforte
by the Hbly Spirit (9:31).
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Spirit
e. Qntinuing to increase

Acts 9:3243

Miraculous
healingsby
Peterbring
about
conversions

1. As Peter was traveling through
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria (9:32-

35)

a. Peter came to the Saints at Lydd
(32)

b. Aeneas was bedridden eight yea
because of pargdis (33)

c. Aeneas is tol
Christ heals you

d. Immediately he got up (34)
e. Everybody at Lydda and Sharon
saw Aeneas and turned to the Lord
(35)
2. Tabitha healed (9:36-43)
a. Tabitha died (387)

¢ She lived in Joppa and was

constantly doing deeds of
kindness and charity

b. The disciples told Peter to come
quickly to Joppa (38)
c. When Peter finds her body in the
upper room, the widows were
weeping and showing Peter the
garments Tabitha made them (39)
d. Peter sent everyomeit of the
room, knelt and prayed, and said
ATabitha ariseo
e. He presented her alive to Saints
and widows (41)
f. Many in Joppa find out and believ
in the Lord (42)
g. Peter stayed with Simon the
Tanner (43)

Peter

Saints at Lydda
Aeneas, a
paralyic for

eight years

Everybody at
Lydda and Sharor

Tabitha (Dorcas)

x Peter seems to be an itinerant
minister throughout the land of the
Jews (9:32).

x When a man, after 8 years of
paralysis, is immediately healed b
Jesus Christ through Peter,
everybody at kdda and Sharon
were convinced enough to believg
the gospel (34).

x The raising of Tabitha from the
dead by
Peter is a demonstration of a

number of
important spiritual points

V she was a beloved disciple
filled with charitable
deeds(9:36),

she diedifom an illness and

had been prepared for burial

(9:37),

the disciples believed that

Peter could do something

about her death because they

called for him (9:38)

Peter first prayed and then

commanded Tabitha to get ug

(9:40),

Many believed on the Lord

becaus of the miracle

performed (9:42).

x It is of importance to note that the
term, Saints (meaninigply ones)s
used in Acts to refer to living
Christians (41).

Vv

Acts 10:148

Vision of
Cornelius

Vision of Peter

1. Cornelius (10:1-2)

a. Lived in Caesarea

b. Centurion of the Italian Cohort

c. Devout man

d. He and his busehold feared God
e. Gave many alms

f. Prayed to God continually

2. CorneliuB8)6 vi
a. At the 9" house an angel tells
Cornelius his prayers and alms hav
ascended to God as a memoria#{3
b. The angels tells him to send for
Peter in Joppab(6)

c. Cornelius sends two servants an(
devout soldier to Joppa-g)

3. Peterds visi-o
23)

a. Next day Peter goes on the
housetop to pray af'thour (9)

b. Peter becomes hungry, and falls
into a trance (10)

c. Sees sheet lowered hgur corners

Cornelius
angel of God
Peter

The Spirit

Corneliusa
centurion of the
Italian Regiment,
friends, and
family (all of
Gentile decent)

x The story of Gentile inclusn
outlines the fourth group/person
converted (see the list of the four
groups in the section covering Acl
8:1-23) and is pivotal to the story
of Acts which now shifts focus to
the spread of the gospel to
primarily Gentile regions of the
Roman Empire (1Q-11:18).

x The first Gentile converts were
Cornelius (a God fearer who was
sincerely seeking God already) ar
his household (10:2; see Rom.
2:1416).

x The inclusion of the Gentiles in
receiving the word of God (11:1),
the pouring out of the gift of the
Holy Spirit on them (10:45), and
the administration of Christian
baptism (10:4748) are clear
reminders to all that God had nevi
forgotten the Gentiles during His

13



Peter gos to
meet Cornelius

Peter preaches
to Gentiles

with all kinds of animals inside and
voi ce saying #dAar
eat ol3)( 11

d. Peter objects to eating unclean

food (14)

e. voice says fAw
cleansed, no | on
(15)

f . This0 happened
g. While Peter is perplexed about th
vision, Corneliu
enquires about Peter (IIB)
h. Spirit directs Peter to go with the
envoy (1920)
i. The envoy says a certain righteou
Godfearing man, well spoken of by
the Jews was divinely directeal t
hear a message from Peter22)
j- The men stay the night with Peter,
(23)
4. Peter goes to meet Cornelius
(10:23-43)
a. Next day Peter goes with them to
Caesarea, where Cornelius was
waiting along with friends and
relatives (2324)
b. Peter stops Corties from bowing
and worshipping him (226)
c. Peter says it is unlawful for a Jew
to associate with a foreigner, but G¢
has shown him that he should not ¢
a man unholy or unclean (28)
d. Peter asks why they sent for him
(29)
e. Cornelius recountse vision (30
32)
f. Cornelius says they are ready to
hear what Peter has been comman
by the Lord (33)
5. Peter preaches to Gentiles
a. God is not partial (34)
e Whoever fears him and does
right is welcome (35)
b. God preached peace to Israel
through Jesus (36)
e He is Lord of all (36)
c. You (Cornelius and friends) know
what happened fr
t o J e s tasoihitedhpaling i t
ministry (37%39)
e God was with him (39)
d. We are witnesses
o Of all the things he did in
countryside and Jerusalem (3¢
¢ Of his death on the cross (39)
e That God resurrected him (40)
¢ Jesus became visible to

dealings with Israel (see Gen. 12:
Isaiah 11:10; 42:4; 49:6).

x Goodhearted seekers oith often
have serious false beliefs that mu
be corrected (10:236).

x This baptism of the Holy Spirit wa
given to Cornelius and family
before water baptism as evidence
Peter that God would accept the
Gentiles (Note that apart from the
special occasits of Pentecost and
Cornelius, the gift of the Spirit doe
not precede baptism 2:38; 8:17;
19:46.) (10:4448; 11:1718).

x Even though the Gentiles had
received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, water baptism was still
necessary (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Marl
16:16).

x God cares about
and actions r at
race or nationality as Jesus is Lor
of all. (10:3436).

Note that in the New Testament
gospel sermons are generally tailore
to apply to specific audienc@s
sermons to Jewish awtices often
emphasize messianic prophesies
concerning Jesus while sermons to
Gentiles tend to
divinity and role as the final judge of
all men (Acts 2:2241; 10:3443).
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Thefirst
Gentile
convert® the
household of
Cornelius

witnesses chosen before by Gi
who ate and drank with Jesus
after his resurrection (41)

e. We were ordered to preach

e That Jesus is appointed Judge
of the living and the dek

e All the prophets bear witness
that all who believe in his ham|
receive forgiveness of sins (43

6. Gentiles receive salvation (10:44-
48)

a. During sermon, Holy Spirit fell
upon all who were listening (44)
b. Arcumcised believers were
amazed

e Because théloly Spirit was
poured out on Gentiles also (4

e Gentiles were speaking in
tongues and praising God (46)

c. Peter reasoned that water baptisi
cannot be withheld from them if the!
have received the Spirit like the
Jewish Christians did (47)

e Peter ordered #m to be
baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ (48)

¢ The Gentiles ask Peter to stay
few days

Acts 11:118

Peterrecounts
Godods
inclusion of
the Gentiles

Peteris
confronted at
Jerusalem for
eating with
uncircumcised

1. Apostles and Judean brethren
heard that Gentiles had received

the word (11:1)

2. At Jerusalem, the circumcised
confront Peter for visiting and
eating with the uncircumcised
(11:2-4)

3. Peter recounts for them: (11:5-
17)

a. The vision he saw in Joppa of the
great sheet being lowered with
animals in it (56)

b. The accompanying voice that sail

iGet up, Pefrer ,
c. His objection to eating unclean
food (8)

d. The voice from heaven saying

Afwhat God has cl
consider unhol y.
eThat #Athiso hap|
(10)

f. The three men from Joppa arrivin
at the moment the vision ended (11
g. His going with the men to
Caesareadthe Spiritéo
h. Corneliusd re
told him to send for Peter to hear
words of salvation (1-34)

h. How the Holy Spirit fell upon the

Apostles and
Judean

brethren
Peter

Gentiles

Each time there is an internal
problem in the church the Apostle
meet in Jerusalem, and each time
the problem is resolved and the
church isstrengthened (11:3;
11:18; Ch. 15).

It seems the larger principle of the
sheet vision is that changes of lav
are occurring in the church as seg
in the binding and loosing spoken
of in Matt. 16:19 (79).

The Bible positively identifies two
occasions were people are
baptized with the Holy Spiidt
Pentecost (Acts 2) and the salvati
of Cornelius (Acts 1@ both
occasions consisted of the Spirit
falling on believers directly from
God without the laying on of
hands.

Peterds explana
disciples hat the gospel had come
to the Gentiles also was received
with glorification of God and
acceptances of His wi(lL1:18).
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Glorification
of God for
granting
Gentiles
repentance

Gentiles just as He did upon the Je!
at the beginningl5)

e His recollection that Jesus sai
AJohn bapti zecq
you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.o

e That he could not stand in
Godds way si
given them the Spirit after
believing (17)

4. The apostles and brethren
glorified God that he granted to
the Gentiles repentance leading to
life (11:18)

n ¢

Acts 11:1930

The churchs
establishedt
Antioch

Contribution
for the sints

1. The church is established at
Antioch (11:19-26)
a. Those scattered after the
persecution of Stephen went to
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch
preaching to Jews only (19)
b. But some from Cyprus and Cyrer
preached the Lord Jesus to Gentile!
also in Antioch (20)
e The Lord was with them, an
many turned to the Lord (21)
c. Jerusalem hears about this and
sends Barnabas to Antioch (22)
e Barnabas encourages them to
remain true to the Lord (23)
e Many were added to the Lord
(24)
d. Barnabas retrieves Saul from
Tarsus
¢ They meet with the church anc
teach many people in Antioch
for one year (26)
e Disciples are first called
Christians in Antioch(26)
2. The Antioch church sends a
contribution to support the Judean
brethren (11:27-30)
a. Some prophets came from
Jerusalem to Antioch (27)
b. Agabus prophesi a coming
famine
¢ Which took place during reign
of Claudius (28)
c. In proportion to abilityeach
determined to send a contribution fc
the relief of the Judean brethren (29
d. they sent a contribution by
Barnabas and Saul to the elders (3(

Helleniss (Greek
speaking Jews
or others not
racially Greek)

The church at
Antioch

Those scattered in
the Persecution

Disciples from
Cyprus and
Cyrene
Barnabas, a Levitg

from Cyprus
(Acts 4:36)
Saul

Disciples who are
called Christians

Agabus

The elders

x The first group of those scattered
from the persecution preach to
Jews and another group from
Cyprus and Cyrene (in Northern
Africa), likely either those
Cyrenians present at Pentecost,
Acts 2:10 or their converts, began
preaching to Helleistsin Antioch
(11:20.

Something to consider is that since
there is no mention that this second
wave received approval from the
Apostles to preach to Gentiles, and
because of t hedhandni
of the Lord was |
that God was siultaneously revealing
His plan for Gentiles in other regions
besides Judea (221).

x Antioch was the first largely
Gentile church (11:21).

x  The more mature Jerusalem
churchdés respon
growing church in Antioch was to
send a good man, Barre) to
encourage them (4:36; 11:-22).

x  After retrieving Paul from Tarsus,
Paul and Barnabas taught in
Antioch for a year (11:26).

x Antioch (considered the third city
of the Roman Empire) and would
be the base point for three®fa u |
missionaryjourneys (13:14;
15:3536; 18:2223).

x The first recorded church offering
is to meet the needs of fellow
Christians in Judea; the famine
having been foretold by Agabus
with aid of the Spirit (11:280).

x The amount each disciple gave fg
the relief of their Judedorethren
in Judea was according to financii
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ability (11:29), a practice consiste
with New Testament giving as se¢
in 1 Cor. 16:2 and Il Cor. 9:7).

x The practice followed by Saul and
Barnabas in delivering the
contribution to the Jerusalem elde
is alo considered an appropriate
practice for modern day churches
(11:30).

Acts 12:125

Godd s
during the
Herodian
persecution

w0

Peter released
from prison

Peter visits
Maryobs

1. Herod the king persecutes the
church (12:1-4)
a. Herod laid hands on some in the
church to harm them (1)
b. Herod kills the Apostle James wil
a sword (2)
c. Seeing that J
the Jews Herod arrested Rd{&)

¢ Herod assigned 4 squads of

soldiers to guard Peter (4)

2. An angel lets Peter out of the
prison (12:5-11)
a. The church was praying to God
fervently for Peter (5)
b. In the night when Peter is about
be taken before the people, an ang
tellsPetet 0o figet up ¢
his chains fall off (67)
c. Angel commands Peter to put on
clothes, sandals, to wrap his cloak
around himself tightly and follow
him (8)
d. Peter followed the angel through
an iron gate which opened by itself
the street (A0)

e Peter was uncertain if it was a

vision or real

e. Peter comes to himself and realiz
that the Lord rescued him from

Herod (11)

3. Peter visits-
17)

a. Peter knocks

house, where many are gathered
praying (1213)
b. Answering the door, Rhoda runs

alert those in t
presence, but th
her (1415)

c. The disciples open the door and
are amazed to see Peter (16)

d. Peter relates how the Lord let hin
out of the prison and tells them to
inform James and the brethren (17)
e. Peter leaves for another place (1
4. Guards cannot find Peter (12:18-
19)

a.There is a disturbance among the

Herod, the king
(considered to be

Agrippa l)

James the brothe
of John (sons of
Zebedee)

An angel of the
Lord

The church
(disciples of
Christ)

Soldiers (Roman)
Peter

Mary, the mother
of John Mark
(12:12)

Rhoda, a girl who
was excited to se€
Peter out of prison
(12:13 14)

x This Herod isAgrippa I, not the
same Herod before whom Jesus
stood trial in Luke 23:82, nor the
one before whom Paul appeared
Acts 26:1299 his son Agrippa Il
(12:1).

x James (the son of Zebedee) was
first apostle martyred (12:2).

Note that church tradition sayhat all
the Apostles were martyred except fi
Jamesd brother Jj

x No reason is given why Herod
initially persecutes members of th
church, though his reason for
continuing is political favor of the
Jews (12:3).

x |t is likely that Herod also intende(
to kill Peter, given that he was
placed in prison and that four
squads of soldiers were assigned
keep him until after the Passover;
however, the constant prayers of
the church were heard in his behe
and he was miraculously releasec
from prison (12:711).

x When confronted with dire
consequences, the early church
gathered for fervent prayer and
their prayers in behalf of Peter
were granted (12:5, 12).

x Imprisonment is not new to Peter,
this being the second recorded tin
of thathe is in prison (4:3; 12:4).

x Goddés protectiywv
ironic twist that Peter remains aliv|
and both the soldiers and Herod
end up dead (12:193).

x Herodds cruel p
completely impotent to stop the
gospelfrom growing and
multiplying (12:24).
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Herod struck
dead

The word of
the Lord
continued to
grow

soldiers who cannot find Peter (18)
b. Herod examines the soldiers and
sends them to be executed (19)

c. Herod leaves to spend time in
Caesarea (19)

5. Herod is struck dead by an angel
of the Lord (12:20-23)

a. Herod is angry at the people of
Tyre and Sidon (20)

b. Herod dons royal apparel and
delivers a speech to them, during
which they c¢cry d
and not of22a man
c. Herod does not deny this, and is
stricken by an angel of the Lord, is
eaten by worms, and dies (23)

6. ABut the word
continued to grow and to be

multiplied.o (12

1** Missionary Journey 12:25-15:35

Acts 12:25
13:12

The choosing
of missionaries
by the Holy
Spirit

Paul and
Barnabas on
the island of
Cyprus

1. Missionaries are chosen by the
Holy Spirit (12:25-13:4)
a. Barnabas and Saul return from
Jerusalem with Johklark (12:25)
b. There were 5 prophets and
teachers in Antioch (13:1)

e Barnabas

e Simeon called Niger

e Lucius of Cyrene

e Manaen a relative of Herod

e Saul
c. The Holy Spirit chooses Paul anc
Barnabas while the church leaders
were fasting and ministering (13:2)
[for another example of fasting see
14:23]
d. Paul and Barnabas are separate
for a work that the Holy Spirit called
them to (13:2)
e. After fasting, praying, and laying
hands on them they sent them awa)
(13:3)
2. Barnabas and Saul went to
Seleucia (13:4)
3. They sailed to Cyprus (13:4)
4. They began to preach at Salamis
in the synagogues (13:5)
a. John Mark was helping them
5. After going through the island
they came to Paphos (13:6-12)
a. They went through the whole
island of Cyprus (6)
b. They found a manamed Elymas
(6):

e A magician

e A false prophet

e Name was Badesus

Barnabas
John Mark

Simeon (who was
called Niger, of
the church at
Antioch)

Lucius ofCyrene

Manaen (brought
up with Herod

and Saul, possibly
related to Herod)

Saul (who is also
called Paul)

Elymas (Baf
Jesus) a magician
or sorcerer

Sergius, the
proconsul

(a governor of a
Roman senatorial
province)

There were five men capable of
evangelism in Antioch, but
Barnabas and Saul were especial
chosen by the Holy Spirit for this
first missionary journey (13:3).

In Acts those commissioned for a
church office or mission were
commissioned/sent out with
fasting, praying, and laying on of
hands or a combination of these
13:2-3; see 6:6; 14:23).

It is of importance to note that on
the first missionary journey the
places where Paul and his
associates preached initially was i
the synagogues (13:5, 14; 14:1).
It was at the Island of Paphos
where Saul begins to be referred t
as Paul, a practice that continues
for the rest of the Biblical record
(13:9).

Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit,
cause blindness to come on
Elymas (BafrJesus) the sorcerer fg
his attempts to turn Sergius, the
proconsulaway from the faith
came at the prodding of the Holy
Spirit (13:711).

The attempt of Elymas to turn
Sergius away from the faith is
counterproductive because he
believes when he sees this miracl
and hears the teaching of Paul
(13:812).
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c. Elymas was with Sergius Paulus;
)
¢ A man of intelligence
d. Sergius sent for Barnabas and Si
to hear Godds wo
e. Elymas opposed Barnabas and
Saul and tried to turn Sergius away
from the faith (8)
f. Elymas is miraculously blinded {9
12)
e Paul denounces Elymas as: (1
1. A son of the devil
2. Full of all deceit
3. An enemy of
righteousness
4. One who makes crooked
the straight ways of the
Lord
e Paul pronounces blindness on
Elymas (11)
¢ Elymas sought for someone to
lead him by the hand (11)
g. The proconsul saw what happen
and believed (13:12)

Acts 13:1352

Paul 6s ¢
to Jews and

God fearers in
Antioch Pisidia

Paul 6s
at Antioch

1. Paul and companions sail from
Paphos to Perga (13:13)

a. John leaves them to return to
Jerusalem

2. They come to Pisidian Antioch
(13:14-15)

a. They sit down in the synagogue ¢
the Sabbath day (34

b. After the law and prophets were
read, the synagogue officials invitec

them to speak (15)

3. Paul 6s Sabbat
the synagogue of Pisidian Antioch
(13:16-41)

a. Paul stood and addressksivs and
God fearerg16)
b. Paul recounine
¢ Egyptian bondage (17)
¢ Wilderness wanderings (18)
el srael 6s posse
(19)
e The period of the Judges (20)
e King Saul (21)
e King David (22)
eKing Davidds d
bring Jesus the promised savic
to Israel (23)
¢ John the Baptist had already
come and preached
1. Johnods
repentance (24)

b a

2. Johnoés p
e

r
coming foneod

Paul

Barnabas

John Mark

The rulers of the
synagogue
(official)

Jews

God fearers
Jesus

The Fathers

The Gentiles

x The return of John Mark to

Jerusalem is later considered
desertion by Paul and eventually
causes Paul and Barnabas to
separate; however, the problem tt
Paul had with John Mark is
eventually resolved as Paul
requests his help again when he i
imprisoned in Rome (13:13; 15:3€
40; Il Timothy 4:11).

Paul 6s ser mon t
emphasi zed Jesu
fulfillment of the promise made to
David, Johndés w
Jewish rejection of Jesus, and
freedom through Christ (13:12%5,

39).
More gererally applicable aspects
of this sermon

innocence, death, burial,
resurrection, appearances to
witnesses (including Paul himself)
Sonship of Jesus, and forgivenes:
of sins through belief (289).
Quoting from the prophet
Habakkuk, Paul emphiaed that all
must be careful not to dismiss
Godos working w
with it (40-41; Habakkuk 1:5).
Paul sets an example for all
believersas he persuaded them to
continue in the grace of God
(13:43).
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Response of
the people

Paul turns to
Gentiles

Jews reject the
message

c. This salvation has been sent to
sons of Abrahamé
fearers (26)

d. Paul recounts the crucifixion and
resurredon

e The people and rulers in
Jerusalem didn
Jesus or the words of the
prophets (27)

e They asked Pilate to execute
him without reason (28)

o After fulfilling the scriptures by
killing him, they removed him
from the cross and entombed
him (29)

¢ God raised him from the dead
(30)

e He appeared to witnesses (31)

e. The raising of Jesus is the
fulfillment of the promise made to
the fathers (13:321)

eiYOU are my so

begot t ePsalny207(B8)

el wi || gi ve Yy
sure blessingsfo D a-lsaiath (
55:3 (34)

eAYou will not
One to undfgsamo
16:10 (35)

1. David died and his body
decayed, but Jesus did not|
(36-37)
f. Through Jesus is forgiveness of
sins (38)
g. Through Jesuselievers are freed
from that which the law could not
free people (39)
h. Be careful that you do not fail to
believe Godbs wo
tells you (4041)
¢ Quotation of Habakkuk 1:5 (41
4. The response (13:42-43)
a. The people begged Paul and
Barnabado speak again the next
Sabbath (42)
b. Many Jews and God fearers
followed Paul and Barnabas after t|
meeting (43)

e Paul and Barnabas urged the
people to continue in the grace
of God

5. Paul turns to the Gentiles
(13:44-51)

a. Almost the entire city cambe
next Sabbath to hear the word of th
Lord (44)

b. The Jews were jealous and

Jealousy is again the motivation f
persecutior{45-50).
Rejecting Godds
oneself unworthy of eternal life!
(46).

Paul brought the message to Jew
first because o
redemptive plan [see Rom. 1:16],
but when Jews reject the messag
they revoke their privilege (467).
Salvation involves both divine
appointment and human faith (48)
While in Antioch in Pisidia, the
persecution against Paul and
Barnabas was so strong that they
had to leave town; however they
continued spread teaching in the
region and the disciples arnddd
with joy and the Spirit (4%2).
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Gentiles
rejoice and
glorify the
Word

Jewish
persecution of
Paul

contradicted Paul, blaspheming (45
c¢. Paul and Barnabas spoke boldly:
e That it was necessary to spea

to them first (46)

e Since they reject the message
making them unworthy of
eternal life, they are turning to
the Gentiles (46)

e The Lord has commanded
them to be a light to Gentiles,
to bring salvation to end of the
earth
(aquote from Isaiah 49)47)

6. The Gentiles rejoiced and
glorified the Lord (13:48-49)

a. Those who weregppointed to
eternal life believed (48)

b. The word of the Lord spread
through the whole region (49)

7. Persecution by the Jews

a. Jews instigated a persecution
against Paul and Barnabas(50)

b. They drove them out of the distri(
(50)

c. Paul and Barnabésift for
Iconium, shaking the dust from theil
feet in protest (51)

8. The disciples are continually
filled with joy and the Holy Spirit
(13:52)

Acts 14:128

Success and
oppositionin
Iconium

1. A divided response in Iconium
(1-6)
a. A large number of Jews and
Greeks in the synagogue believed
when Paul and Barnabas spoke (1)
b. The unbelieving Jews embittered
the Gentiles aga
(2)
c. They spoke boldly there for a lon
period of tme (3)
e They relied upon the Lord (3)
e The Lord testified to the word
by allowing signs and wonders
to be done by their hands (3)
d. The city was divided, some siding
with the Jews, some with the
fflapostl eso (4)
e. When Gentiles and Jews try to
stone them thefled to the cities of
Lycaonia (5-6)
2. Preaching in Lycaonia
a. They continued to preach the
Gospel (7)
b. While speaking iystra, Paul

saw a man | ame f
faith to beé&) made
b. Paul told the

Paul

Barnabas

Jews and Greeks
A priest of Zeus
The disciples

Elders (appointed
in every church)

As in the other cities, the preachir
is received by many (1).

As happened in Pisidiagfntioch
and will happen in Lystra, itis a
small group hostile to the Christial
message that provokes the major|
to persecute Christianity (13:50;
14:2; 14:19).

The central purpose of miracles ir|
Acts is to confirm the truth of the
word being spoken by @ssengers
3).

While Paul and Barnabas
sometimes must flee intense
persecution, persecution never
causes them to stop preaching thq
word

(6-7).

While sometimes faith comes afte
a miracle, other times faith is a
prerequisite fo
The heding is performed on a man
whom the city people knew had
never walked from birth (8).
Paul 6s testi mon
audi ence emphas
attributes as the living God of
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Paul is stoned

Elders
appointed in
the Pisidian
churches

upright ,d10and he
¢. The crowds saw the miracle and
mistook Paul and Barnabas for god
(11-14)

e The priest of Zeus brought
garlands and oxen to sacrifice
to them (13)

d. Paul and Barnabas correct the

Lystrans (1418)

e Paul and Barnabas tear their
robes (14)

e They cry oti that they are only
men and that the gospel says |
turn from these vain things to ¢
living God who made
everything (15)

¢ Previously God let the nations
go their own way (16)

eGod Il eft the r
bounty as a witness

e. They could still barely résin the
crowds from sacrificing to them (18)
3. Stoning of Paul and his response
(You candt keep
(19-23)

a. Jews came from Antioch (in
Pisidia) and Iconium, won the
crowds, stoned Paul, left him for
dead outside the city (19)

Note (Il Timothy 3:11) that Timothy
was from Lystra and may have
witnessed the stoning of Paul.

b. Surrounded by disciples, Paul gg
up and went into the city (20)
c. The next day he went ferbe
with Barnabas (20)
e They preached the gospel ther
and made many difples (21a)
d. They returned throughystra,
Iconium, andAntioch (21b)
¢ Strengthening the souls of
disciples (22)
e Encouraging them to continue|
in the faith, (22)
eSaying that 0\
Kingdom of God through man
tribulationsé
e. They appoimd elders in every
church (23)
¢ Having prayed with fasting
(23) [for another example of
fasting see 13:2]
e They commended them to the
Lord (23)

creation who can be seen througkt
the providence of His creation (15
18).

This is a good example of people wh
are so mislead about God that
instruction even more basic than
Jesusd death and
taught before further progress can b
made.

x This is the first record where Paul
is physically beaten (he had been
prison multiple times) because of
the gospel [as Jesus said, Paul
would suffer for His name, 9:16;
for a full i st
see 2 Cor. 11:237] (19).

x Instead of giving up after being
nearly killed Paul continues
preaching in the next town
undaured (2621).

x Establishing new churches is
followed by strengthening them by
appointing of elders in every
church, prayer, and fasting (23).

x Paul 6s encourag
congregations is exactly contrary |
health, wealth, and prosperity
preaching: entrandeto the
kingdom will mean suffering (22).

x Paul and Barnabas set an importe
pattern of reporting to their
sponsoring church in Antioch (in
Syria) following their missionary
journey, telling them of the work
that God had done with them and
that He had op®ed the door of
faith to the Gentiles (27).

Note also that they stayed in
Antioch for a long time,
demonstrating that they were
interested in working for longer
periods of time as well as taking
missionary journeys to many plac
(28).
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Report to the
Antioch church

4. The return trip to Antioch (in
Syria) (24-28)

a. They went through Pisidia to
Pamphylia (24)

b. They preachein Perga and then
Attalia (25)

c. They sailed to Antioch (26a)

e The place from which they had
been commended to the work
(26b)

d. After their arrival they gathered
the church and reported (27a)

¢ What God had done with them
(27b)

e How God opened a door of
faith to the Gentiles (27¢)

e. They spent a long time there (28]

Acts 15:135

TheJerusalem
Councili
Gentiles
accepted on
the basis of
faith

Peter retells
the account of
Godods
inclusion of
the Gentiles in
NT salvation

1. Disagreement over the necessity
of law observance for salvation (1-
6)
a. Men come from Judea (to Antioc|
and begirteaching that circumcision
is necessary for salvation (1)
b. After Paul and Barnabas dissent
and debate with them, the church
decides to send them to the Apostle
and Elders in Jerusalem concerning
the issue (2)
c. Along the way Barnabas and Pat
describethe conversion of the
Gentiles, which brings joy to all the
brethren (3)
d. They report what God had done
with them to the Apostles and elder
and the church (4)
e. Some believing Pharisees stand
and argue circumcision and Law
observance a must for Genslés)
f. The apostles and elders come to
look into the matter (6)
2. Peter retells
the Gentiles by grace (7-11)
a. After much debate, Peter recoun
Godods choosing h
gospel to Gentiles (7)
b. God testified by giving #m the
Holy Spirit, just as he gave to Jewis
Christians (8)

e God knows the heart (8a)
c. God did not distinguish between
Jew and Gentiles (9a)

¢ He cleansed their hearts by fai

(9b)

d. Why place the yoke of the law on
the disciples when we have not bee
able to bear it? (10)

e. We are saved through grace just

Peter
Paul and Barnaba

Certain men from
Judea

Apostles

Elders of the
church in
Jerusalem

Some believing
Pharisees in
Jerusalem (15:5)

James, leader in
the church at
Jerusalem, the
brother of Christ
(Acts 12:17,
15:13; 21:18; Gal.
2:12)

The church in
Jerusalem

The church in
Antioch in Syria

Silas and Judas
(Barsabas),
leaders among
the Jerusalem
brethren

Acts 1011 recounts how God
brought tle Gentiles into His
fellowship; now an issue arises
concerning the basis upon which
the Gentiles will be included
(15:1).

Paul and Barnabas heartily
participate in dissension and debg
against a false gospel that binds
circumcision and observation of
Mosdc law on Gentiles (15:1, 5;
see Gal. 1:®).

It is intriguing and informative to
see how disagreements over
doctrine are handled in the early
life of the churcB the issues are
brought before the apostles and
elders for resolution in accordanct
with teacling from God (7).
While Paul later has Timothy, a
half Jew, circumcised for the
purpose of withessing to Jews
(16:3), he does not support
requiring circumcision of the
Gentile converts (R).

The evidence that is put forth to
resolve the issue regardirugt
matter of circumcision for the
Gentile converts includes:

V The importance of the miracle
God did by Paul and Barnaba
among the Gentiles,

V Peterds testi|
made no such distinction
between circumcised or
uncircumcised,

VJamesd | thd g me |
essentials that should be
expected of the Gentilés
abstinence from sexual
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Essentials only
to be bound on
the Gentiles

Response of
the church
concerning the
essentials from
the Jewish
teachings to be
bound on the
Gentiles

they also are. (11)
3. Paul and Barn
miraculous working among the
Gentiles (12)
a. All people remain silent as they
hear them tell what God had done
(12a)
4. Jamesd judgme
essentials concerning Gentile
converts (13-21)
a. The Prophets agree that God
desires to take a people for his nan
from the Gentiles (1-3.8)

e He quotes Amos 9:112
b. Jewish Christians should not to
trouble Gentiles who are turning to
God (19)
c. But they should write to Gentile
Christians that they should abstain
from: (20)

¢ Food sacrificed to idols

e Fornication

e strangled meat

e Blood
d. For Moses has people everywhe|
who preach the law every Sabbath
(21)
5. The whole church and its leaders
come to agreement and send a
letter to Antioch concerning the
essentials for Gentile inclusion (22-
29)
a. They send this letter by Judas an
Silas (leading men), Paul and
Barnabas to Antioch: (223a)
b. The addressThe Apostles and
brethren (who are elders) to Gentile
brethren in Antioch and Syria and
Cilicia (24)
c. The purposesome from among us
who we never instructed have
disturbed you
d. The bodywe have unanimously
decided to send
bel ovedd Barnaba

e Who have risked their lives for

thename of Jesus Christ (26)

e. We sent Judas and Silas to repol
the same things (that Barnabas ang
Paul are saying) (27)
f. It seemed good to 1) the Holy
Spirit and 2) to us to give yaup
greater burdethan these essentials
(28) to abstain from:

¢ Thingssacrificed to idols

e Blood

¢ Things strangled

X

immorality, idol contaminated

food, and blood (15:20, 29).
In the assembly of apostles and
elders the Holy Spirit also worked
to bring about the right judgment
(28).
There wasever any apostolic
command given to the Jews to
make an issue of circumcision an(
law observance with the Gentiles
(24).
Jews and Gentiles are saved the
same way, through the grace of
Jesus (11).
Rather than end in division or
dissension, this disagreenteends
in unity (15:25) and in rejoicing by,
the Antioch church (15: 381).
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Church at
Antioch is
encouraged

e Fornication (29a)
g. Keep from these and you will do
well (29b)
6. The church in Antioch is
encouraged and strengthened by
the letter and exhortation (15:30-
35)
a. The four deliver the letter to the
congregationri Antioch (30)
b. The congregation rejoices after
reading it (31)
c¢. Judas and Silas (both prophets)
encouraged and strengthened the
church wi t h Al engt h]
(32)
d. After spending time there the
brethren sent them back, (but Silas
remained) (334)
e. Paul and Barnabas remained in
Antioch teaching and preaching
alongside many others (35)

2" Missionary Journey Acts 15:36-18:

22

Acts 15:3641

Disagreement
between Paul
and Barnabas
regarding John
Mark

1. Paul and Barnabas part ways:
(15:36-41)
a. Paul and Barnabas decide to che
on the cities where they had
previously preached (36)
b. They disagree on who will
accompany them (338)
ePaul didndt w4
Mark along, since he deserted
them earlier (38)

Paul

Barnabas

John Mark

Silas

Brethren in the
church at Antioch

x Paul and Barnabas maintained ar|
interest in the churches they had
planted (36; see 2 Cor. 11:28).

x Paul and Barnabas demonstrate
how righteous me should handle
their differenced they split the
task of going back to visit the
brethren in every city where they
had preached and decide to work
separately, Paul with Silas and

c. Their disagreement was so sharg (in Syria) Barnabas with John Mark (15:36
that: 40).
Barnabas and e Barnabas left fo€yprus with
John Mark John Mark (39) Note that in Paul
e Paul went througByria and aacepted Mark again as a companiol
Cilicia with Silas (4641) (see Col. 4:10; Phil. 24), even calling
Paul and Silas 1. They were Streng[hening him Auseful s 0 ( 2
the churcheshere (41)
d. Paul was #fAcom x Paul receives the special
brethrentothg r ace of t commendation for ministry by the
(15:40) Antiochean brethren (40).

x Neither Paul nor Barnabas set ou|
on a missionary journey alone
(except for brief periods later,
17:1418:2; 20:1314).

x The purpose of the secondary
missionary journey was to
strengthen churches already
established (41).

Acts 16:112 1. Paul recruits Timothy for the Paul x Paul chose a companion, Timothy
journey (16:1-3) who had a goodeputation among
Timothy joins | a. Paul comes tDerbe andLystra Silas the brethren in his country (2).
Paul where he finds Timothy x Ti mothyds circu
¢ At Lystra there was a sigiple Timothy intended to fulfill a necessary

namedTimothy (1)

requirement of the gospel, but onl
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Decrees of
Jerusalem
council are
shared

Churches are
strengthened
and growing
daily

Paul and otherg
under the
direction of the
Spirit

Paul 6s
of a call to
Macedonia

1. The son of a Jewish
woman
2. Father was a Greek (1)
3. Well spoken of by
brethren in Lystra and
Iconium (2)
b. Paul wanted Timothy to
accompany him (3)
e Paul circumcised him loause
the Jews in that region knew
Ti mothyds fath
2. As they went they were
delivering the decrees of the
Jerusalem council (16:4)
a. Decrees which the apostles and
elders in Jerusalem decided they
should observe (4b)
3. The churches were being
strengthened and increasing in
numbers daily (16:5)
4. They set a course plotted by the
Holy Spirit (16:6-10)
a. They passed through tregions of
Phrygia and Galatia (6)
e The Holy Spirit forbids them to
preach in Asid6)
b. They tried to go to intBithynia
)
e The Spirit of Jesus does not
permit them(7),
c. They passed hylysia and came tc
Troas (8)
d. In the nighPaul sees a vision of ¢
Macedonian man telling him to com
to Macedonia and hel{®)
¢ They conclude God wants ther
in Macedonia, anchey
immediately seek to go there
(10)
5. They sail to Macedonia (16:11-
12)
a. They sail fronTroas to
Samothrace, to Neapolis, to
Philippi (11-12)

The Holy Spirit
(Spirit of Jesus)

so that Timothy could more
effectively win souls among the
Jews (16:3; see 1 Cor. 9:23;
Gal. 5:14).

x Pauland companions promoted
stability in the church by delivering
the judgment of the Jerusalem
Council as they traveled from city
to city (16:45).

x The mission of Paul, Silas, and
Timothy is planned and staged by
the Holy Spirit. (16:610).

Acts 16:1240

Paul In
Philippi

Lydia and her
household

1. Lydia and her household
converted (16:12-15)
a. They stayed in the Philippi for
some days (12)
b. On the Sabbath day they speak t
an assemblypf women at a riverside
place of prayer (13)
c. God opens Lyd
respond to what Paul said (14)
Lydia:
e A woman
e From Thyatira

o A seller of purple fabrics

Lydia and her
household

Paul

A girl with a spirit

of divination
The girl
Silas

x Paul and his companions took
special times out of the day to pra
(16).

x In Acts 16:10 Luke the inspired
writer, begins describing Paul and
his companions
indicating that he had joined the
group (10).

x  When Paul preae the word, Gog
opened the heart of Lydia to act o
what Paul said (14).

Note that Jesus is also said to have
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Paul casts out
evil spirit from
a slave girl

Charges are
brought againsi
Paul

God delivers
Paul and Silas
from prison

¢ A worshiper of God
d. She and her whole household we
baptized (15)
¢ She urged them tday at her
house (15)
1. She prefaces her reques

wi t h, Aiif you ha
faithful to the
2. Paul casts a spirit out of a girl
(16:16-18)

a. A slave girl met them on the way
to the place of prayer (16)

Slave girl

¢ With a spiritof divination (16)

e She made her masters money
by fortune telling (16)

¢ She followed them for many
days and cried out that they
were slaves of the Most High
God and teaching the way of
salvation (17)

¢ Paul became annoyed and
commanded the demon to con
out inthe name of Jesus Christ
(18)

1. It came out that moment
(18)
3. Her masters bring charges
against Paul and Silas (16:19-21)
a. Her masters realize she can no
longer bring prophet to them (19)

e They drag Paul and Silas befo|
the authories (19)

e They accuse Paul and Silas
before the magistrates of
disrupting the city and teaching
unlawful customs (2@1)

4. Paul and Silas beaten and jailed
(16:22-24)
a. The crowd rose up against them
(22)
b. The magistrates tore their robes
and ordered Ra and Silas to be
beaten (22)
c. They beat Paul and Silas with
many blows and throw them into
prison (23)
d. Following orders, the guard
fastens their feet in stocks in the
inner prison (24)
5. Paul and Silas miraculously
released from the prison during
the night (16:25-26)
a. Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns at midnight (27)

e The prisoners were listening

(25Db)

The Philippian
jailer

The brethren in
Philippi

opened His disci|
understand the scriptures, see Luke
24:45,

x Lydia and her household respond
to the Gospel by being baptized
(15).

x Evil spirits were aware of the Mos
High God and the activity of His
servants (14.7).

x  The real motive behind the
persecution of Paul and Silas
(public charges, beating, and
imprisonment) in the case of the
Apossessed girl
contraryto the charge of spreading
unauthorized religion (21).

x A great example is set by Paul an
Silas by not faltering in their faith
after being severely beaten and
imprisoned; instead they prayed
and sang hymns in the night (25).

x For a third time in Acts theord
miraculously let His apostles out ¢
prison (26).

x Believing in the Lord Jesus is
fundamental to salvation (381).

x In the case of the jailer and his
household, it seems clearly implie
that obeying the Lord include the
necessity of baptism, which the
jailer and his household did that
hour of the night (334).

It is not a necessary inference to
conclude that fwl
included infants; and because the
jail er i bmh his ehole d
household, 0 the |
becomes impossible raie infants
cannot believe (34).

x Paul uses his Roman citizenship {
his benefit (37; see also 22:25).
Paul told the police to have the
magistrates personally escort thet
to let the public know that their
reputation was cleared (37).
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Conversion of
the Philippian
jailer and his
household

Paul makes
know that his
beating is
unlawful
because he is ¢
Roman citizen

b. A great earthquake shakes the
prison (26)
e Immediately all the doors and

chains were opened (26)
6. The Philippian jailer and his
household saved (16:27-34)
a. The jailer sees the prison open a
prepares to kill himself (27)
b. Paul tells the jailer not to harm
himself because nobody has escap
(28)
c. The jailer falls down trembling

before Paul and

mustlidotolk saveldPo |
eThey answer , f
Lord @Bsuso

e They spoke the word of the
Lord to him and all in his hous
(32)
d. That hour of the night the jailer
washed their wounds, and
immediately he and his household
were baptized33)
e. He broughthem to his house, fed
them, and rejoiced greatly (34a)
¢ Having believed with his whole
household (34b)
7. Paul makes known that the
beating and imprisonment was
unjust (16:35-39)
a. The next day magistrates send a
message to release Paul and Silas
(35-36)
b. Paul remarks that they have beal
a Roman citizen without a trial and
refuses to be sent away secretly (3¢
e Paul forces the magistrates to
bring them out themselves
(37b)
c. The magistrates hear the report ¢
Pauls Roman citizenship and are
afraid (39
e The magistrates brought them
out and begged them to leave
the city (39)
8. Paul and Silas encourage the
brethren and depart (16:40)

Acts 17:19

Paul n
Thessalonica

1. After traveling through
Amphipolis and Apollonia they
came to Thessalonica (17:1)

a. This city had a synagogue (1)

2. Paul reasoned from the

scriptures at the synagogue for
three Sabbaths 1 according to his
custom (17:2-3)

a. Paul gave edence that the Christ

had to suffer and rise from the dead

Paul
Silas
Jews

Evil men from the
market place

God fearing

x As Paul often did, he entered the
Jewish synagogue when heiged
in Thessalonica to offer the gospe
to the Jews first (1).

x Paul reasoned, explained, and ga
evidence to persuade his Jewish
audience ().

3. The sermon to a Jewish audience
emphasizes that Jesus is the Jew
Messiah (3).
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Acceptance
and opposition
of Paul
preaching

(3)

b. Paul argued that Jesus was the
Christ (3)

3. Acceptance and Opposition
(17:4-9)

a. Some Jews, God fearing Greeks
and many leading women are
persuaded and join Paul and Silas
b. The Jew set the city into an
uproar against them (5)

e The Jews become jealous

e They take wicked men from thi
market to form a mob

e They attack the house of Jasol
in order to bring Paul and Silas
out

e They cannot find them, but tak
Jason and some brethren to th
authorities (6a)

e The mob charges that Jason h
welcomed men who have upse
the world, acting contrary to
Caesar6s decre
another king named Jesus {6b
7)

e The crowd and authorities wer;
stirred up (8)

e They release Jason and the
brethren aftereceiving a
pledge (9)

Greeks

Many leading
women

Jason (harbored
Paul and Silas in

Thessalonica)

The brethren in

Thessalonica

x Many are pesuaded, including
some influential women, but this
again causes the Jews to become
jealous and cause an uprising
against Paul and Silas-8).

x Paul and his companions had a
reputation for upsetting the world,
when in fact it was their
persecutors who dithe upsetting

(6).

Acts 17:1015

Paul @ Berea

Bereans
receive the
word

Jews from
Thessalonica
follow Paul to
Berea

1. The brethren send Paul and
Silas to Berea by night (17:10)
2. Paul enters the synagogue
(17:10)

3. The Bereans receive the word
with great eagerness (17:11-12)

a. The Bereans were more noble
minded than the Thessalonians (11
o they received the word with

great eagerness

¢ they examined the scriptures

daily to know the truth
b. many Jewish Bereans believe,
along with some promine@reek
men and women (12)
4. The Jews of Thessalonica come
to persecute Paul (17:13)
5. the brethren send Paul to
sea/Paul goes to Athens (17:14-15)
a. Timothy and Silas remain in Bere
(14)
b. When the brethren escort Paul to
Athens, Paul sends them tetnieve
Timothy and Silas (15)

Paul

Silas
Timothy

The Bereans

The Jews of
Thessalonica

x As Paul often did, he entered the
Jewish synagogue first when he
came to Berea, finding them
willing to search the Scriptures
daily to verify the things they wereg
being taught (17:10).

x Those who authentically examine
scripture to verifytruths arenobler
minded than those who are
prejudiced and closed minded (11

x Many of the Jews and Greeks in
Berea believe in Berea, including
some prominent people (12).

x Because hereaches the truth, Pal
is now troubled by dissenting Jew
from Thessalonica who pursue
travel to Berea (13).
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Acts 17:1634

Paul In Athens

Sermon on
Mars Hill
regarding the
Unknown God
worshipped by
the Athenians

1. Paul is provoked by idolatry in
Athens (17:16)

2. Paul reasoned in the Synagogue
and the market place daily (17:17)
3. some philosophers inquire of
Paul 6s tea2lhing
a. Epicureans and Stoicere
conversing with Paul (18)
b. Some asks
wishes to say (18)

c. Others say Paul imadvocatoof
foreign gods (18)

wh a

d. They bring Paul to the Areopaguy
and ask about ft
(19)

e They ask to know what these
Astrlainggsd mea

e All in the city spent their time
in nothing but telling or hearing
something new (21)

4. Sermon on Mars Hill (17:22-31)
a. Paul stands in the Areopagus an
says (22)

b. | see that you are very religious
(23)

e Among your idols | even found
an altar to AN UNKNOWN
GOD (23)

c. The thing you worship in
ignorance | proclaim to you (23)

d. The God who made the world an
all things; since he is Lord of heave
and earth (24)

e. He does not live in handmade
temples (24)

f. He is not served by humamaids
nor does he need anything (25)

g. Since he gave life and breath to
all(25)

h. From one man he made all
nations(26)

¢ He appointed their appointed
times and boundaries of
dwelling (26)

¢ So that they would seek God
(27)

1. To grope for him and finc
him (27)
2. Although He is not far
from each of us (27)
i. We exist through Him (28)
eEven your poet
are his child Paul quotes a
Greek poem(28)

e Since we are the children of
God, we should not think of
divine nature as gold, sir,

Paul

Jewish and
Gentile
worshippers

Stoic philosophers

Epicurean
philosophers

Dionysius the
Areopagite

Damatris, a
believing
woman in Athens

Others who
believed

As Paul was, it is fitting for those
who know the true God to be
disturbed by false representations
of God (16).
In additionto reasoning in the
Athens synagogue, Paul goes to §
place where new teachings are
welcome, the marketplace (Agora
and the Areopagus (a place for
discussion and debate and also ¢
court) (1721).
Paul was proclaimed the two
primary elements of the gospel
the Athenians: Jesus and the
resurrection (18).
Paul 6s sermon o
emphasized subjects that apply tc
Gentiles

V The nature of God as
compared with idols,
God as creator,
Godos cl osene!
seek Him,
Godos command
Thefinal judgment by the Mar
(Christ) who God resurrected
from the dead (231).
I n At hens, S 0 me
teaching, others said they would
hear him again, but others mocke
not accept the idea of a resurrecti
(32-34).

<< <<
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The response
of the people

stone, or human art (29)
j- God overlooked this ignorance, bt
now commands people everywhere
to repent (30)

e Because He has fixed a day tg
judge the world in
righteousness through Jesus,
who he raised from the dead
(31)

5. The response (17:32-34)

a.Some sneer at mention of the
resurrection (32a)

b. Others determine to hear Paul
again (32b)

c. Paul left them (33)

d. But some joined Paul and believg
(34)

e e.g. Dionysius and Areopagite
and Damaris and others (34)

Acts 18:117

At Corinth
with Aquila
and Priscilla

Silas and
Timothy join
Paul in Corinth

Paul in Corinth
1% years

1. Paul makes tents with Aquila
and Priscilla in Corinth (1-4)
a. Paul cometo Corinth (1)
b. Paul meets and works with Aquil
and Priscilla (23)
Aquila:
e Native of Pontus
¢ Recently came from lItaly
because Claudius expelled Jey
from Rome
¢ Has a wife named Priscilla
e They were tentmakers by trade
like Paul
c. Paul tried tgersuade Jews and
Greeks in the Synagogue every
Sabbath (4)
2. When Silas and Timothy arrive,
Paul devotes himself completely to
the word (5)
a. he solemnly testified to Jews thal
Jesus was the Christ
3. Paul teaches in Corinth for a
year and a half (6-11)
a. When the Jews resist and
blaspheme, Paul declares himself
clean of their blood and turns to the
Gentiles(6)
b. Paul goes to the house of Titius
Justus(7)
e A worshiper of God
¢ His house was next to the
Synagogue
c. Crispus and his whole household
believe (8)
e Crispus was the leader of the
synagogue
d. Many Corinthians were believing

and being baptized (8)

Paul

Aquila, a Jewish
tentmaker

Priscilla, wife of
Aquila

Crispus, a ruler of
the synagogue in
Corinth

Justus, a
worshiper of God
in Corinth

Silas

Timothy

Gallio, proconsul
of Achaia

As Paul often did, he entered the
Jewish synagogue in Corintthere
he reasoned in every Sabbath,
persuading both Jew and Greeks
(18:1).

Paul has been a church teacher
(11:26), a Christian courier (11:30
an apostle, and now a self
supporting tent maker (1-4).
Apparently Paul left Timothy and
Silas in Macedonia tetrengthen
the infant churches (17:14; 18:5).
Jews who reject the gospel
disqualify themselves from their
privileged front seat access to
eternal life (6).

By saying he is clean, Paul
reiterates the principle that if a
messenger relays the message hi
has @ne his duty and cannot bear
guilt; implying that if he does not
teach the truth, then blood is on tf
messenger 6s hea
As seen before, many of the
Corinthians hear the gospel, belie
and are baptized (8).

It is notable that in Corinth,
Crispus,ths y nagogued
and his household believed on the
Lord (8).

After experiencing life threatening
persecution in city after city Jesus
tells Paul that he will be able to
speak freely in the city and not be
hurt; consequently, Paul remains
Corinth for 1% years (911).

When the Jews charged Paul with
teaching contrary to the law,
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Paulbefore
Gallio for
accusations
brought by the
Jews

e. The Lord speaks to Paul in a nigl
vision: (9-10)

¢ Do not be afraid

e Speak and do not be silent

¢ | am with you, no one will

attack you
ofil h a v eopleiia thiy p

cityo
f. Paul settles in Corinth a year and
hal f, teaching G
4. Paul charged before Gallio (12-
17)
a. Duri ngign&al | i o

pronconsubf Achaia the Jews bring
Paul before the judgment seat (12)
e They charge Paul with teachin
worship contrary to the law (13
e Since the case is a matter of
Jewish | aw and
vicious c¢cri meog
judge the case (146)
b. Sosthenes, the synagogue leade|
beaten in front of the judgment seat
17)
¢ Gallio is not concerned (17)

Gallio, the proconsul, refuses to
judge their law, allowing Paul to
remain in the city (147).

Acts 18:1822

1. After some days, Paul sets sail

for Syria (18:18)

a. Priscilla and Aquila were with hin
(18)

Paul

Aquila, a Jewish
tentmaker

x Paul returns to his sponsoring
church (a normal practice for Paul
at Antioch for a time before setting
out on his & missionary journey

Paul takes a | 2. Paul had his hair cut in (22).
VoW in Cenchrea because of a vow he had | Priscilla, wife of
Cenchrea taken (18:18) Aquila Note that it is generally held that the
a. Coming tdEphesusPaul leaves church that Paul visited following his
Priscilla and Priscilla and Aquila there (19) The church in landing at Caesarea and before he
Aquilaleftin b. Paul reasoned with the Jews in th Jerusalem (18:22) went down to Antioch was the
Ephesus synagogue (19) Jerusalem church
c. They ask Paul to stay longer, but| The church in greeted the chur/
Paulpr omi ses t o r e| Antioch (18:22)
willso (21)
Paulreturrs 3. Paul sails to Caesarea (22)
to Antioch a. Paul greets the church (thought t
be in Jerusalem) (22b)
4. Paul goes to Antioch (22c)
3" Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23-21:26)
Acts 18:23 1. After spending time in Antioch, Disciples of x The necessity for encouragement
19:41 Paul went through Galatia and Galatia and seen as Paul strengthens the
Phrygia, strengthening all the Phrygia churches ofsalatia and Prygia a
disciples (18:23) third time (18:23).
Disciples 2. Disciples in Ephesus come to a Disciples of x Pele with an incomplete
mature in the | better understanding of the Faith Ephesus knowledge about the gospel need
Faith at (18:24-19:1-7) Christians to help them understan
Ephesus a. Apleskdcausaté to more Apollos, a Jew the Godds way m
accurate ministry (18:228) bornin (18:24-26).

¢ Apollos came to Ephesus
(18:2425)
Apollos: (18:2425)

e A Jew born in Alexandria

Alexandria

Everyone in Asia

V It was not enough for Apollos
to know about Christ; he
needed to understand
bapti smbds

pr ol
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Apollos learns
more about the
Faith from
Priscilla and
Aquila

Paul finds
disciples who
had not
received the
Spirit, having
only the
baptism of
John

Paul teaches in
Ephesus for
two years

¢ An eloquent man

e Mighty in the Scriptures

e Had been instructed in the way
of the Lord

e Fervent in spirit

e Spoke accuratehhe things
concerning Jesus

eBut knew only

e Hearing him speak boldly in thi
synagogue, Priscilla and Aquili
take him aside and explain the
way of God more accurately
(26)

e The brethren encourage Apollg
to go to Achaia and write a
letter for the brethren to accept
him (18:27)

¢ Apollos greatly helps the
believers in Achaia (18:27)

1. He publicly refuted the
Jews there, showing
by scriptures that Jesus wg
the Christ (28)

b. Some disciplefound by Paul who

had not receivethe Spirit (19:17)

e Paul asks them whether the

receivedthe Holy Spirit

(19:2)

e They reply i
hadno6ét even
Spirit (19:2)

e Paul asks into what they
were baptized (19:3)

e They answer,
bapt (1%3no
e Paul says Jo

baptism of repentance,
telling people tdoelieve in
Jesug19:4)
e Upon hearing they are
baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus (19:5)
e The Spirit A
when Paul laid hands on
them (19:6)
e They spoke withongues
and prophesied (19:6)
e There were about 12 men
(29:7)
3. Paul teaches in Ephesus for two
years (19:8-10)
a. Paul spoke out boldly in the
Synagogue for three months (19:8)
eiReasoning and
them about the kingdom of
Godo (19:8b)

Seven sos of
Sceva (a Jewish
sorcerer)

Demetrius, the
silversmith

Gaius and
Aristarchus

(Macedonians ang
travel companions

of Paul, 19:29)

connection with Christ (25

xPriscilla and A
need to embarrass Apollos
publicly, but rather they take him
aside to teach him further (26).

V This eloquent man becomes ¢
powerful Christian apologist
and encourager (228).

xJohnds baptism
and itlooked forward to Christ, bul
it did not promise the Holy Spirit
and it was not in the name of Chri
(19:4-6).

V The disciples in this case wer
all baptized again in the name
of the Lord Jesus.

VThe Holy Spir]|
them in a miraculous way
through tte laying on of the
Apostl e Paul 6

x The incomplete understanding of
Apollos and the 12 disciples was
brought to maturity through the
care and instruction of mature
Christians (18:26; 19:8).

x Paul understood that some
environments are destructive teet
faith of seekers and Christians an|
should be avoided as assembling
places (19:9).

x A school can be an effective way |
teach the gospe
Christian influence was able to
reach everyone in Asia during the
two years he taught there (the
Colossiarchurch 100 miles away
got its start indirectly by Paul
through Epaphras, see Col. b

(10).
x Seeing the power of authentic
miracles done b

contrasted with the impotent
attempts of Jewiskorcerercaused
a large scale repentance in Ephes
(19:17-19).

Note that repentance is a change of
mind that leads to a change of lifesty,
(19:1819).

x Godds word grew
Asia during Pau
x Paul é6s plan to

and then Rome marks a shift in th
book of Acts & Paul now
strengthens churches and says
farewells before his departure
(19:21:22).
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Paul performs
miracles and
shows Sceva t(
be an imposter

Demetrius
provokes a riot
against Paul
and his
teaching

b.Somebecom fihar dene
di sobedient, 0 an
way before the p
c. Paul takes away the disciples an(
reasons daily in thechool of
Tyrannusfor the rest of two years (9
d. Everyone in Asia heard the word
of the Lord (19:10)

4. Miraclessat Paul 6s h
contrasted with Jewish imposters
(19:11-20)

a. God performs extraordinary
miraclesi by t he hand:
(19:112)

e Handkerchiefs touched by Pay
healed the sick and cast out e\
spirits (19:12)

b. Some Jewish exorcistseven sons
of Sceva- attempt to cast out evil
spirits by fAJesu
preached4 (19:13
¢ The evil spirit knows of Jesus
and Paul, but not of the
exorcists (19:15)

¢ The possessed man overpowe
them, and they flee naked and
wounded (19:16)

c. All in Ephesus hear andde

(29:17)

e The name of the Lord Jesus is
magnified (19:17)

e Those who believed were
coming to confess sin (18)

e Magic practitioners were
burning their magic books
(19:19) 50,000 silver pieces
worth

¢ The word of the Lord grew and
prevailed (20)

5. Paul plans a course for future
mission work (19:21-22)

a. Paul plans to go through
Macedonia and Achaia to Jerusaler|
and then to Rome (19:21)

b. Paul sends Timothy and Erastus
Macedonia, but stays in Asia a whili
(22)

e Timothy and Erastus are amor

fithose ivwho rmidn

6. Demetrius the silver smith
provokes a riot against Paul
(19:23-41)
a. A large disturbance occurs
concerningit he Wayo (
b. Demetrius: (19:24)

e A silversmith

¢ Made silver shrines of Artemis

x Timothy and Erastus served as
ministers to Pa
demonstrating that ministers also
need support to do their work (22)

x  The persecution riot started by
Demdrius and the idolatry industry
was motivated by financial gain,
although it was falsely presented |
an issue of religious loyalty (24
27).

x The city clerko
the assembly in contempt: (3f).

V The accused al
blasphemers dhe goddess.

V There is no decent reason for
this riot.

VIif ADemetrius
craftsmanodo ha)
they should take it up in court
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Thetown clerk
eases the
opposition

¢ Brought much business to the

craftsmen
c. Demetrius warns the craftsmen
that (2527):

e Their prosperity depends on
idolatry

¢ Paul has turned awaylarge
number of people from idolatry

¢ Not only will their trade be
discredited, but Artemis will be
dethroned from her
magnificence

d. The city is filed with confusion

¢ Craftsmen begin rallying for thy
goddess, Artemis (28)

e Gaius and Aristarchus are
dragged to the theater (29)

e The disciples and officials do
not permit Paul into the theate!
(30-31)

¢ People shout various things, b
most do not know why #y are
assembled (32)

¢ After the Jews put forward
Alexander, the crowds shout
iGreat is Arte
hours (3334)

e. The town clerk reasons with the
assembly and he:

¢ Quiets the crowd (35)

e Remarks that everyone knows
Ephesus is the guardian of
Artemisd t empl e ar
so they should keep calm (36)

¢ Notes that the men accused af
not temple robbers or
blasphemers of Artemis (37)

1. If Demetrius and
craftsmen have eomplaint
they should take it to the
lawful assembly (3&89)

e Warns that they could be
accused of riot which they will
not be able to account for (40)

e Dismisses the assembly

Acts 20:312

Paul in
Macedonia,
Greece, and
Troas

1. After exhorting the disciples in
Ephesus Paul left for Macedonia
(20:1)

2. After exhorting the Macedonian
churches, Paul spent 3 months in
Greece (20:2-3a)

3. Because of a plot by the Jews,

Paul

The disciples in
Ephesus

The Macedonian

x Paul did not just plant churches al
then leave them on their own; he
returned as often as possible to
encourage and strengthen the ne\
churches (20:R).

V  When unable to visit
personally, Paul left trusted

Paul returned through Macedonia | churches co-workers to nurture the
(20:3b-5) congregations where he had
a. Otherwise Paul would have saile| The Jews evangelized or wrote letters
directly to Syria (3) (1 Tim.1:3; Tit. 1:5; see all of
b. Paul accompanied by: Sopater the Pauline letters).
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Paul raises a
body from the
dead

Paul assemble;
with the
churchin

Troas

e Sopater of Berea, son of
Pyrrhus

e Aristarchus of Thessalonica

¢ Secundus of Thessalonica

e Gaius of Derbe

e Timothy of Asia

e Tychicus of Asia

e Trophimus of Asia

4. Paul sailed to Troas from

Philippi (20:6)

5. Paul raises a boy from the dead
while they were assembled on the
first day of the week (20:7-12)

a. They gathered to break bread [Tl
Lorddébs Supper] o
week (7a)

e Paul planned to leave the next
day, so taght them until
midnight (7b)

e They gathered in an upper roo
with many lamps (8)

b. A young man named Eutychus
falls asleep and out the window deg
9)

e Paul embraces the boy and tel

everyone he is alive (10)
c. They break
Supper) and ¢g11a)

e Paul talks to them until
daybreak (11b)

e They are comforted, taking the
boy away alive (12)

br

Aristarchus of
Thessalonica

Secundus of
Thessalonica

Gaius of Derbe
Timothy of Asia
Tychicus of Asia

Trophimus of
Asia

A young man
named Eutychus

Paul changed his course when he
learned of a plot against him.
Christians must be willingp suffer
for Christ if suffering is forced
upon them, but this does not mea
that Christians should not avoid
unnecessary danger to themselve
(20:35).

It appears that after arriving in
Troas on Monday Paul stayed lon
enough to meet with the disciples
on the first day of the week when
they came together to break breay
(share the Lord
practice which was also observed
by the early disciples in Jerusalen

(2:42).
Eutychusod tr@gi
story window fo

of difficult situations that are
overcome by God
the result that the disciples are
comforted and encouraged after t|
boy is resurrected/healed (2€t3).
The gospel is urgent enough to
spend an entire night teaching ani
learning about it (20:11a);
Christian fellowship is precious
enough to spend
hours with a person sharing it
(20:11b).

Acts 20:1338

Paul Travels
from Troas to
Miletus

Farewell
address to the
Ephesian
elders

Paul taught
it he wh
purpose of
Godo

1. Paul 6s compan
Troas to Assos while Paul goes on
foot (20:13)
2. Paul and companions sail from
Assos through Mitylene, Chios,
Samos, to Miletus (20:14-15); they
skipped Ephesus in order to arrive i
Jerusalem by Pentecost (16)
3. Paul addresses the Ephesian
Elders in Miletus (20:17-35)
a. In Miletus Paul sent for the
Ephesian elders to come to him {17
18a)
b. Paul reminds them of his conduc
among them: (18121)

e Serving the Lord with humility,

tears and trials (19)

ePaul did not f
teaching anything profitable
(20a)

1. Teaching publicly and
from house to house (20b)
2. Testifying to Jews and
Greeksepentance

toward God and faith in

Paul
Paul 6s
companions

The Ephesian
elders, overseers,
or those who
Ashepher
flocko

The weak

Paul 6s meeting w
elders at Miletus is one of the mos
important NT passages describing
thefunctionof church elders
(20:17-38), which is

V To pay close attention to
themselves [the eldership]
and the flock [the church]
(20:28).

V  To shepherd fed and
protect] the church of God
from savage wolves [false
teachers] thawvould attempt
to destroy the flock (20:17
38).

V To be alert to the dangers of
false teachers coming in fron
both the outside and from th
eldership or church itself
(20:29-30).

Elders are to guard and protect thy
church as an object of the most
precious worth; God bought the
church with the blood of His own
Son (20:28).
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Paul
admonishes the
eldersas

overseers

Elders weep
with Paul

Christ (21)
c¢. Paul informs them of his
impending afflictions in Jerusalem

(22-23)

d. Paul 6s pl aces
received from the Lord Jesus over |
own life (24)

e. Paultellsthemthath ey wo
him again (25)

f. Paul acquits himself of guilt,
reminding them that he did not shrir
from teaching th
purpose of-2750do
g. Admonition for the overseers to
protect the church (280)

e Paul tells theeldersto guard
themselvesandthe flock(20a)

1. The Holy Spirit made
themoverseerso shepherd
the church of God which he
bought with
bl oodo (20b)

e Paul warns that:

1. Savage wolvewill come
in and not spare the flock
2. From among themselves
men will arise and speak
perverse things to draw
away the disciples (30)

¢ Paul reminds them that for thre
years he admonished them wit
tears(31)

e Paul commends them to God
and to the word of his grace
(32)

1. The word which can builg
them up and give them the
inheritance (32b)
j- Paul reminds them that he was nq
financially motivated but worked to
support himslf (33-34)
k. Paul admonishes that by hard wc
they must help the weak (35a)

e Paul quotes a nebiblical
saying of Jesu
bl essed to giwv
(35b)

4. The elders weep with Paul and
kiss him repeatedly (20:36-38)

a. Paul knelt dowand prayed with
them (36)

b. they weep aloud, embrace Paul,
kiss Paul repeatedly (37)

¢ They grieved that they would
not see him again (38)

To make up for the loss of their
Apostle, Paul left the Ephesian
elders with the most powerful tool
church elders d&ve to build up and
protect the chu
[Aithe word of H
Acts uses the terms elder (20:17),
overseerBishop 20:28a), and
shepherdRastor, 20:28b)
interchangeably to refer to one
group of men who lead the churct
The elderof the church of
Ephesus were touched to the poir
of tears by the message that Paul
gave them, especially that they
might not see his face again due t
the uncertain afflictions that await
him in Jerusalem (20:38).

The strong commitment of Paul is
seen i his declaration that nothing
moved him except his desire to
decl are fithe wh
(24-26).

Paul could declare himself innoce
of the blood of all men because h
had preached the Gospel in its
entirety without adulterating it; if,
in the redgons where Paul had
preached, some people lost their
souls this was not due to Paul
withholding or
message of salvation but rather td
their own unwillingness to believe
(20:2527).

V  The implication of this
statement is that if a preachg
fails to preach the Gospel in
its unadulterated entirety, an
a person is not saved for lac|
of information, then that
preacher may be guilty the
ot her person§

By not allowing the churches he
planted to support him, Paul left n
opportunity for thechurches to
attribute a false financial
motivation to P
(20:3335).

V Paul 86s mini st
characterized by giving rathe
than receiving (20:35).

V  Paul left an example for
church leaders never to be
motivated by financial gain,
but to be motivied by
selflessness (20:35).

The early church was not

emotionless, as Paul often
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preached with tears in his eyes
(20:31) and the Ephesian elders
wept and hugged Paul at his
departure (20:338).
Paul and the Ephesian elders kn
to prayi probably to sigrfy
urgency in the prayer because ol
the farewell (20:37).
Paul set forth another very
important Christian principal whicl
he attributes t
more blessed to give than to
receiveo (20: 35
Paul demonstrated the importanct
of prayer by prayingvith the
Ephesian elders (20:36).

Acts 21:116

Warnings on
the road to
Jerusalem

Agabus, a
prophet, warns
Paul of the
bonds that
await him in
Jerusalem

1. They sail to Cos, Rhodes, Patara,
past Cyprus, to Tyre (21:1-3)
2. Disciples in Tyre warn Paul
through the Spirit not to go to
Jerusalem (21:4-6)
a. They look up the disciples and st
with them 7 days (4a)
¢ The disciples keep telling Paul
fithrough the §
Jerusalem (4b)
b. The disciples accompany them
outside of the cit with wives and
children (5a)
e They kneel on the beach to pré
(5b)
e They part ways (6)
3. They stay in Ptolemais one day
(21:7)
¢ They greet and stay with the
brethren there
4. In Caesarea the prophet Agabus
warns Paul that he will be bound
and delivered to the Gentiles in
Jerusalem (21:8-14)
a. They stay at Phillip the
evangelistds hou
b. A prophet named Agabus binds |
hands and feet w
saying the Jewbds
give him to the Gentiles (101)
c. Everyone begins begging Paot
to go to Jerusalem (12)
d. Paul says he is ready to suffer ar
die for the Lord Jesus (13)
e. Everyone conc
the Lord be done
5. Disciples from Caesarea take
them to Jerusalem to lodge with
Mnason of Cyprus (21:15-16)

Paul
Disciples in Tyre

Philip the
Evangelist

Agabus, a prophe

Mnason of Cyprug

The disciples that Paul found at
Tyre displayed excellent Christian
hospitality -boarding him, showing
concern for his welfare,
accompanying him out of the city,
and praying wit him (21:46; see
Heb. 13:1; 1 Tim. 3:2).
The author records that the entire
congregatiorkneltto pray with
Paul before his departuir@erhaps
to signify urgency in prayer
regarding the dangers Paul faced
Jerusalem (21:8).
Having reached Syria arnte city
of Caesarea, Paul again found
disciples who were deeply
concerned for his welfare,
including Agabus the prophet fron
Judea and Philip the evangelist, ir
whose home he stayed (2118).
Women prophesied as well as me
(21:9; see 1 Cor. 11:5).
Paulwas willing to die for the Lord
Jesus (21:13).
The servant of Christ must be
willing to die for the name of Jesu
(21:13).
V  While both the Tyrian and
Caesarean disciples warned
Paul of certain danger in
Jerusalem, fu
will was the more importan
path for Paul than life itself
(21:414; see 20:224).
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Acts 21:1726

Paul at
Jerusalem

Discussions of
the Jerusalem
church with
Paul about the
perception of
his teaching
regarding the
law

1. Paul recounts
among the Gentiles through his
ministry to James and the elders
(21:17-20a)
a. The brethren in Jerusalem gladly|
receive them (17)
b. the next day Paul goes in to Jam
and all the elders (18)
c . Paul related
Gentiles through his ministry in
detail (19)
d. lames and the elders glorify God
(20a)
2. They counsel Paul to perform
temple rights to show Jewish
Christians that Paul has neither
taught Jews to forsake Moses nor
forsaken Moses himself (21:20b-
26)
a. They tell Abr
of thousands of Jes have believed
and are zealous for the law (20)
b. These have heard that Paul is
teaching Jews to forsake Moses (2]
¢ Not to circumcise their childrer
¢ Not to walk according to the
customs
c. They tell Paul to pay the expense
for four men under a vow gbat all
will know the rumors they have
heard are not true (224)
i .e, to prove
orderly, keepi

Paul

James

The Jerusalem
elders

x Paul 6s missiona
consistently followed by recountin
and reporting to churcleaders
(21:1819).

x  Works accomplished by human
ministry are accomplished througt
Godobés power (21

x  While many Jewish believers in
Jerusalem seemed to have
somet hing again
ministry and personal conduct we
acceptable to the Apostleshw
rejoiced at his mission report
(21:2021).

x Paul did not teach Jewish
Christians to forsake Mosaic law
(21).

x Paul participated in the ritual
cleansing to show the zealous Jey
that he was not preaching, nor dic
he feel it personally necessary, th
Jewid Christians must abandon t}
law (21:2624).

Note that Paul taught that salvation i
by faith in Christ rather than works o]
law (Gal. 2:16; Rom. 3:20), just as th
Jerusalem council also decided
(15:11), and he also taught that
Gentiles who seek to bagtified by
keeping law have actually fallen fron
grace (Gal. 5:4). However, Paul did
not teach Jewish Christians to forsak
Mosaic law (21). Paul here keeps
with the principle of becoming all
things to all men (see 1 Cor. 9:29).

Imprisonment of Paul in Jerusal

em and Caesarea (Acts 21:27-26:32)

Acts 21:2739

Opposition to
Paul and his
arrest in
Jerusalem

The whole city
is opposed to
Paul and he is
chained

1. Paul was dragged from the
temple and beaten by the
Jews(21:27-36)

a. Jews from Asia see Paul in the
temple, stir up the crowd, and lay
hands on him (27)

b. They accuse Paul of:

e Preaching everywhere against
the Jews, the law, and the
temple

e Defiling the temple by bringing
Greeks into it

1. They had seen
Trophimus the Ephesian
with him in Jerusalem and
assumed Paiilad brought
him in (29)
¢. The whole city drags Paul out of
the temple, seeking tdlkhim (30-

31)

Paul

The Jews, usually,

Pharisees and
Sadducees;
sometima
referred to as
chief priests or
elders

The whole city

Trophimus, the
Ephesian

Claudius Lysias,
the Commander

The Roman
soldiers

x The Jews from Asia were able to
recognize Paul since he had spen
at least 2 years teaching the gosp
in Asia (19:10) (2).

x The accusations that Paul directe
Jews not to observe the law were
distorted and trumped up (a simile
charge was made against Stephe
6:1314).

V Paul spoke highly of the law
(Rom. 7:12) but lowly of its
power to save (Rom. 8:3; Ga
3:10-11).

V Paul deounced the activities
of the Jews which were
hostile to the gospel (Phil.
3:2) not their observance of
the law (Rom. 14:D).

V The supposition that Paul
took a Gentile into the templ¢
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Paul claims his

d. The commander of the Roman
Cohorthears the city is in confusion
and runs to the scene with soldiers
(31b-32)
e The crowd stops beating Paul
(32)
¢ He has Paul chainexhd
investigates what Paul had dot
(33)
eThe crowd does
straigh answer, so he orders
that Paul be brought into the
barracks (34)
1. Paul was carried becaus

of the mobods
the crowd sh
with himo (3

¢ While still outside, Paul asks t(
speak tahe people

1. Paul asks the
commander permission
to make a request (37
2. The commander is
surprised that Pakihows
Greek (37b)
3. He asks Paul if he is the
Egyptian whded a revolt

was baseless, as Paul took
great pains to offend neither
Jew nor Greek(21:28; see 1
Cor. 9:20).
This was not the first time Paul wg
publicly beaten for the gospel
[16:23] (32).
For the rest of Acts Paul remains
the custody of the Roman
government (33).
The Lord used many seemingly
negative circumstances to the
advantagef the gospel in Acts,
e.g., a pagan military force works
to keep the Jews from killing Paul
all the while Paul is able to witnes
to political dignitaries (21:3B5).
Ironically, the military force will
serve as Paul 6s
enable him tdestify before many,
including influential Roman
officials (see 21:422:21; 22:30
23:10; 24:121; 26:129; 27:2324,
28:1731).

citizenship and (38)
request to 4. Paul replies that he is:
speak to the (39)
people *A Jew of Tarsus
*Citizen of a significant
city
*He begs to speak to the
people
Acts 21:40- 1. Paul gives his defense before the | Paul When Paul spoke to Jews, he did
23:10 Jews (21:40-22:21) as to his own people (he had not
a. Paubegins speaking from the The Jews, abandoned his people) (22:1; see
Paul 6s stairs in the Hebrew dialect: (21:40) Pharisees and Rom.).
before the e Brethren, fathers, hear my Sadducees, That aradical unbeliever like Paul
Jews defense (1) sometimes converted to Christianity because

1. When they heard him
speak in their native
Aramaic, they listen even
more (2)
b. Paul desdbes his youth: (22:5)
e As a Jew
e Born in Tarsus
e Brought up in Jerusalem
e Educated under Gamaliel
1. Strictly according to the
law
¢ Being zealous for the law, Pau
persecuted dAth
death, putting people in prison
(3b-4)

1. Thehigh priest and elders

referred to as
chief priests or
elders

The whole city

Claudius Lysias,
the Roman
commander

The Sanhedrin

Ananias, the
disciple of
Damascus who
taught Paul

x Paul wasappointedas an Apostle

of what he had seen with his own
eyes is strong testimony in favor ¢
the truth of Christianity (22:4.1).
Paul found it hard to believe that
the Jews would not accept his
testimony concernin@hrist since
the Jews well knew that he had
once been a leading persecutor o
Christians (22:1+21); now Paul
recounts his Kosher Jewish youth
and zealous persecution of
Christians as evidence that a pers
such as hirmusthavetruly seen an
authentic véion of the risen Christ
to have converted (22:B0).
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Paul recounts
his conversion

Paul recounts
his call to
preach to the
Gentiles

were witnesses (5a)

2. They gave Paul letters tg Gamaliel, a
bring those fromDamascus|t e ac her

to prison also (5b)

c. Paul recounts the appearance of| Ananias, the high
Christ on the road to Damascus (6 | priest (24:1)

11)
¢ On the road, aright light
flashed from heaven (6)
A voice asked
you persecutin

ePaul sai d Awho

(8a)

eThe voice answ

Nazareneodo (8hb)
1. Those with him saw the

light but did not
understand the voice (9)
¢ Jesus told Paul to go into
Damascus to find out what he
has been fAappo
ePaul 6s compani
the hand, because he was
blinded by the light (11)
d. Paul is converted to be a witness
of Christ (1216)
Ananias (12)
eDevout by the
¢ Well spoken of by Jews in
Damascus
eAnanias said 0
receive your s
could see (13)
e Ananias told Paul that God hay
appointed him to: (145)
1. Know His will
2. See the Righteous One
3. Hear an utterance from
His mouth
4. Be a witness to all men ¢
what he haseen and heard
(15)
¢ Ananias asked Paul why he
waits: (16)
1. He commands him to arise
and be baptized and wash aw|
your sins calling on his name
e. Jesus sends Paul to the Gentiles
(17-21)
¢ While at the temple Jesus told
Paul in a trance to leave
Jerusalem because they will ni
accept his testimony about hir|
(18)
¢ Paul told the Lord that they
know that Paul used to
persecute believer(19)

x There isno good reason for a

and eyewitness of the risen Chrisl
who would under
and relate it to the world [Paul did
not decide himself to become an
Apostle] (22:10, 1415).

penitent believer to delay baptism
(16).

V Baptism takes place at and i
a part of conversion; it is
urgent.

V Baptism is the place/time tha
sins are washed away.

V Baptism is the way a person
calls on the name of Jesus t(
be saved [see 21 and 1 Pete
3:21].

x Once the crowd heard Paul say th
he was sent to the Gentiles as his
primary ministry they were ready
to kill him, likely based on their
feeling of racial superiority (22:21
23).

x Sometimes the government and/g
legal strictures cama should be
used to protect a Christian from
persecution and harm (22:29; see
Rom. 13:14).

V This is the second time in
Acts that Paul uses his
Roman citizenship for
protection (see 16:339).

Note that Roman citizenship carried
privileges such as théght to trial
before punishment and exemption
from torture such as scourging. Whi
condemned nefRomans were often
crucified, condemned Romans were
allowed a swift execution by
decapitation.

x The utter disrespect for the law th|
the high priest showelly hitting
Paul before being condemned is ¢
indicator that the Jewish religious
officials were corrupt people insid\
with a mere outward religious
facade (23:3).

x People of faith are to be respectfuy
to the authorities even when thos
authorities act coriptly (23:4).

x Once Paul realizes that this
examination was insincere he no
longer sought to preach to them
[this is a Apea
scenario, 0 see
plays on their divisions in an effor
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Response of
the Jews to
Paul 6s

Paul appeals tc
his Roman
citizenship

Paul before the
Sanhedrin

eJesus told Pau
send you far away to the
Gentiles (21)

2. The response of the Jewish
crowd (22:22-23)

a. The crowd declares that Paul
should die

3. Paul uses his Roman citizenship
to escape scourging (22:24-29)

a. The commander ordePaul to be
examined by scourging to discover
why the people were screaming at
him (22:24)

b. Paul asks them if it is lawful to
scourge an teondemned Roman
citizen (22:25)

e The centurion informs the
commander that Paul is a
Roman (26)

e The commander asksd Paul
affirms that he is a Roman
(22:27)

1. The commander admits {
buying hiscitizenship, but
Paul is natural born (22:28]
c. The examiners and the comman(
are afraid because they put Paul in
chains (22:29)
4. Paul before the council (22:30-
23:10a)
a. The commander brought Paul
before the council to find out why h¢
was accused (22:30)
b. Paul tells the council he has livec
with a perfectly good conscience
before God his whole life (23:1)
c. Ananias the High Priest gonands
Paul to be struck (23:2)

e Paul calls Ananias, the priest, |
fiwhite washed
out his hypocrisy (23:3)

¢ Bystanders accuse Paul of
reviling the high priest (23:4)

¢ Paul responds that he was not|
aware and quotes Ex. 22:28
(23:5)

d. Paul divies the council (23:6)

¢ Paul notices Sadducees and

Pharisees
1. Paul cries out that he is &
Pharisee who is on
trial for nt
resurrection

e The Pharisees and Sadducees
disagree, dividig the assembly
)

1. Sadducees deny

to break up the council (239).

x Again thepagan political force is
there to serve as a protector and
enabl er of Paul
12-23).
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resurrection, angel, and
spirit while Pharisees accej
all (8)

2. During an uproar some
scribes from the Pharisees
say they findnhothing

wrong with Paul (9)

e The commander takes Paul
away by force for fear that Pau
will be torn apart in the
dissension (10)

Acts 23:1122

The Lord
comforts Paul
in his affliction

1. The Lord comes to Paul in the
night and tells him he will also
witness at Rome (23:11)

2. The Jews form a plot to kill Paul
secretly (23:12-24)

a. More than 40 Jews vow not to ea

Paul

The Jews

The Sanhedrin

x The Lad comforted Paul during
the most stressful times (23:11; s¢
also 18:9; 22:18; and 27:23).

x The assurance the Lord gave Pal
clued him in that God was going ti
use his imprisonment (a difficult

or drink until they have killed Paul |Paul 6s n circumstance) as a vehicle for
(23:1213) political ministry that would xtend
The Jews plot | b. They plot with the chief priests | The Roman all the way to the capital of the
to kill Paul and elders to hold a pretentious soldiers Roman Empire (23:11).
investigation so thecan kill Paul x Though the actual event is not
(23:1415) recorded in Acts, the text seems
c. Paul 6s nephew clear that Paul would later witness
commander, who makes to Caesar himself, see 27:24).
arrangements to move Paul by nigh
to Caesarea under heavy guard, 20
soldiers and 70 horsemen (23:24)
Acts 23:23 1. Claudius sends a letter along Paul x Throughout each persecution
24:7 with Paul to Governor Felix, account in Acts, never oaavere

Paul is sent by
Claudius to
Felix

Paul before
Felix

asking him to he:
(23:25-30)
a. Introductiont Claudius Lysias to
governor Felix (26)
b. Body | rescued this Roman from
the Jews who arrested and nearly
killed him (27)
c. After bringing Paul to their
council, | found the accusation did
not degrve death or imprisonment,
but concerned questions of their lay
(23:2829)
d. When | discovered a plot against
him, | sent him to you to have his
case heard (30)
2. Paul is brought to Governor
Felix in Caesarea (31-35)
a. The soldiers took Paul by night
Antipatris (31)
b. The soldiers return to Jerusalem,
but the horsemen stay to accompar
Paul (32)
c. Paul is delivered to Felix (336)

e Once in Caesarea, they delive|

the letter and Paul to him (33)

¢ He finds that Paul is from

Cilicia, and decides to hea

Claudius Lysias,
the Roman
commander

Governor Felix

The Roman
soldiers

Tertullus, an
orator and
attorney

the Christians found by outside
observers to have committed an
actual crime (23:229).

x Tertullusd intr
Governor Felix is full of the usual
flattery whil e

reserved (243, 10).

x The original accusing Jews from
Asia werenot present, suggesting
that the case against Paul was
unsubstantiated (24:189).

x Paul presents the real reason the
Jews want to kill him and fully
confesses his guilt in that matter
saying that he has a hope that the
will be a resurrection and that he
serves God acco
(24:1415).

V All the other charges made we
false and could not be proven
by Paul 6s accu

V The ironic thing is that Paul
came to Jerusalem to bring aln
to the Jewish people, in return
the Jewish people want kdll
him (24:17).

x The Christian faith revealed in the
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Paul 6s
before Felix

Paul 6s case wh
arrive (3435)
1. He gave orders to keep

Paul in Hero
(35)
3. Paul before Governor Felix
(24:1-21)
a. Paul 6s opposi

Elders, an attorney named Tertullug
brings charges to Felix 5 days later;
b. Tertullus accuses Paul before the
governor (29)

e Tertullus praises Felix for
maintaining peace and for
reforms he has carried out&

1. He fAbegs, |
Akindness, 0
4)

e Tertullus accuses Paul of:

1. Being a pest

2. Stirring up dissension
among all Jews worldwide
3. Being a ringleader of
the fisect of
4. Trying to desecrate the
temple (6a)

e Tertullus recounts tha

1. They arrested Paul (6b)
2. Lysias stopped them
from judging him by
Jewish law, took Paul
violently, and ordered his
accusers to appear before
Felix (6c8a)

e Lysias assures Felix thhae will
recognize Paul
questioning him (8b)

1. The Jews affirm

Tertullusdé a
c . Paul 6s ma®PBs
eRecognizing th
l ong reign, P 4

defends himself (10)

¢ Paul recounts that:
1. No more than 12 days
prior Paul went tavorship
in Jerusalem (11)
2. They did not find Paul
having discussions that
caused a riot in the temple,
the synagogues, or tlody
(12); nor can they prove
their charges (13)

e Paul confesses that:
1. He serves
fathersotoaRc
Wayo which t

New Testament is completely in
accord with what is written in the
Old Testament (24:14).

For two years Paul was kept in
custody, however, he had some
freedom which allowed him to
preach in some capayi and he
had his needs met by his friends
(24:23).

For two years Paul stayed in
Caesarea during which time he w;
able to give testimony to the
governor of Judea and Samaria
(24:24°25).

Central to faith in Christ are the
subjects of righteous, self coaly
and what these have to do with th
judgment that is coming (24:25).
Felix feared the idea of judgment,
but that was not enough to give hi
salvation, since he was unwilling t
turn to God and amend his life,
O6putting offd t
converient time (24:2527).
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Paul is kept in
custody in
Caesarea for
two years

(14a)
2. He believe everything in
accordancavith the Law
and Prophets (14b)
3. Like his accusers, he has
a hope of aesurrection of
the righteous and wicked
(15)
4. Because of this he does
his best to keep lBlameless
conscience before God an(
man (16)
¢ Paul recounts that:
1. After years he came to
present alms this nation
and offerings (17)and hey
found Paul peacefully doing
so in the temple (18a)
2. There were Jews from
Asia who should be
present if they have an
accusation against Paul
(18b-19)
3. The men present
should expl a
wrong before the council
(20)
4. Paul is kept in custody with
some freedom in Caesarea for two
years (24:22-27)
a. Felix knew about the Way more
accurately, so he put their case off
unt il Lylg2P)as 6 ar
b. He ordered that Paul be kept in
custody, but given some freedom,
and not to hinder his friends from
ministering to him (23)
c. Days later Felix and wife Drusilla
have Paul to speak to them about
faith in Christ (24)
e Paul spoke of: (25a)
1. Rightousness
2. Self control
3. The judgment to come
e Felix was afraid and sent Paul
away until a later time (25b)
1. He was also hoping for &
bribe fromPaul, so he
talked with him often (26)
d. After two years, Porciusestus
took power (27g)wanting to please
the Jewshe left Paul imprisoned
(27b)
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Acts 25:%
26:32

Paul before
Governor
Festus

Paul appeals
his case to
Caesar

1. Chief Priests and Jews again
form a plot agai
(25:1-5)

a. Festus goes from Caesarea to
Jerusalem (1)

b. The chief priests and Jewsryi
charges that Festus might bring Pa
to be tried in Jerusalem-®

e They were planning an ambus|
(3b)

c. Festus told them to send influenti
men with him to
there is anything wrong about the
man, |l et them-5pr
2. Paul before Porcius Festus (25:6-
12)

a. After eight or ten days, Festus
returned to Caesarea (6a)

b. Festus has Paul brought before
tribunal (6b)

e The Jews from Jerusalem
brought many serious charges
which they cou

c. Paul responds that he has
committed no crime against Jewish
Law, the temple, or Caesar (8)

d. Festus asks Paul if he is willing t
stand trial in Jerusalem (9)

e He wanted to do the Jews a

favor
e. Paul said he should be tried in
Caesard6s tribuna
no wrong to thelews (10)

¢ Paul is willing to die if he has
done something wrong, but

since they <can
appeals to Caesar (11)
f. Festus says,
goo (12)
3. Festus rel ate

King Agrippa (25:13-22)

a. While King Agrippa and Beice
visit Festus in Caesarea, Festus lay
Paul 6s case -B&f o
b. The elders in Jerusalem asked fc
condemnation against a prisoner le]
by Felix (14b15)

c. He told the Jews the Romans do
not hand over the accused without ;
trial (16)

d. WhenPaul was tried the accuserg
brought charges concerning not

crimes but their
dead man, Jesus,
is alive (1719)

e. Festus didnot

thecase, so he asked Paul to be trie

Paul
High Priest

Chief men of the
Jews

ClaudiusLysias,
Roman
commander

Porcius Festus,
Governor of
Judea, successor
to Felix (24:27)

King Agrippa and
wife, Bernice
(25:13; 26:132)

Augustus Caesar
(25:1012, 21)

For a second time the Jews
criminally seek to kill Paul through
ambush, but are confaded (25:2
5).
Since the Jews could prove none
the charges against Paul, Paul
could not be made to stand before
the Jews and so opted for trial
before of Caesar, possibly acting
on the Lorddés p
would witness in Rome, 23:11,
(25:12).
An opportunity for Paul to witness
to Caesar was worthwhile if not
critical, as he was the single most
powerful man in the world at that
time (25:12).
The whole trial against Paul was ¢
absurd that after three hearings tf
still did not even have valid
charge to bring against Paul (27)!
V  When Festus summarized
Paul 6s case t
noted that the only real thing
the Jews had against Paul
concerned Pau
that Jesus, i
alive; he asserted that Paul
did nothing worthy of death
(25:18-19, 25).
Paul was cordial in his greeting to
dignitaries (16:23).

Paul made not only a defense for
his own innocence, but for the
Christian hope as well (26:2 115,
see 1 Peter 3:15).

A key part of the defense before
Agrippa and an evidence for
Christianity is that Paul, who was
once so opposed to Christianity th
he killed and imprisoned
Christians, had become convince
of its truth by actually speaking to
the risen Christ (26:99).

V  As one who had spent the
majority of his young life in
and arounderusalem
practicing the Jewish faith,
and as one who was well
known, Paul was just the
right proponent of the
Christian faith (26:4).

By using the
against the g
telling Paul that his efforts to

p h
0 a
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Paul sees King
Agrippa

Paul before
King Agrippa

in Jerusalem (20)
f. Paul askedo be held in custody
for the Caesar 0s
him to be sent to Caesar (21)
g. Agrippa asks
(22)
4 . Festus revie
before AKing Agr
fgentl emen here
27)
a. The next day Agrippa drBernice
enter the auditorium with pomp
accompanied by commanders and
prominent men (23a)
e Paul is brought in (23b)
b. Festus recounts how the Jews
appealed to him that Paul should di
(24)
c. Festus didnot
worthy of death (25a)
d. Paul appaled to the emperor, so
Festus decided to send him (25b)
e. Festus still has nothing clear to
write about Paul to Caesar, so he h
brought the investigation before
Agrippa and the people (26)
eFestus call s i
a prisoner without naming the
charges (27)
5. Paul gives his defense before
Agrippa (26:1-29) *See Acts 9:15
a. Once allowed to speak, Paul
stretches out his hand to make a
defense (1)
b. Paul sayshe is fortunate to make
a defense before Agrippa, since he
an expert in Jewish ctmn (23a)
¢ Paul asks him to listen patient]
(3b)
c. Al Jews knew
youth, which he spent with his
people and in Jerusalem as a strict
Pharisee (%)
d. Paul tells Agrippa he is on trial fo
the hope of the promise God made
their fahers, which the Jews hope fi
also as they serve God (7)
e. Paul asks why it is incredible for
God to raise the dead (8)
f. Paul described how and why he
persecuted saints{Bl), saying he:
¢ Felt compelled to be hostile to
the name of Jesus of Nazaretl
9)
eLocked up the
prisons (10a)
e VVoted to put them to death (1(

destroy the Christian chetn were
futile, if not selfdamaging (26:14).

Note that a goad is a sharp object
used to prod an ox.

The real reason Paul was put on
trial was for the promise made to
Abraham (see Genesis 12:3) whic
is fulfilled in the hope of the
resurrection of thelead (26:67).

As Paul was turned from darknes:
to light by Jesus Himself, so Paul
woul d be Jesus?d
and Gentiles from darkness to ligk
from the rule of Satan to the rule ¢
God, to bring them forgiveness,
and give them an inheritanceath
Godb6s peopltld). sh
Holiness comes through Faith in
Christ (26:18).

Central to Paul
repentance toward God and the
change of life that accompanies
true repentance (20).

Just as Paul was promised (26:17
God kept Paul out of theands of
those who wanted to kill him and
made it possible for Paul to
minister to even King Agrippa
(26:22).

Paul comes to the focal point of hi
testimony when he tells Agrippa o
Jesusd6 sufferin
and Jesusod6 bria
and Gentiles (26:23).

When Festus accuses Paul of goi
mad because of excessive study,
Paul reminds Festus that he is on
advocating the teachings of the-by
then widespread Christian
movement which was well known
in Judea at that time (26:247).

V  ThatChristianity was so
widespread and well known
at such an early time (now ni
more than 30 years after
Christds deat
of an early unified body of
orthodox Christianity.

Paul 6s direct a
message consists of words that al
Afsobewt hd beg h
audience as well as every moderr
reader of the New Testament to
answer the question: are the NT
witnesses simply out of their mind
and deluded, or does their witnes:
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¢ Punished them in synagogueg
(11a)
1. By trying to make them
blaspheme (11b
¢ Was enraged at them (11c)
1. So much he pursued the
to foreign cities (1d)
g. Jesus spoke to Paul on the road
Damascus
e While pursuing Christians on
the road to Damascus by the
authority of the chief priests
Paul saw a light from heaven
brighter than the sun at noon
(12-13)
e Paul heard a voice telling Paul
it is futile to pesecute him (14)
o After Paul asked who it is, the
voi ce said AJeg
persecutingo (
e The purpose of his appearancg
was so Paul could be a ministe
and witness of what he had se
and will see (16)
1. As he is rescued from th¢
Jews and Gentilesho he
would send him to (17)
2. So that they will (18)
*Open their eyes
*Turn from darkness to
light
*Turn from the dominion
of Satan to God

*Receiveforgiveness of
sins
*Receive an inheritance
among thossanctified
by faith in Christ
h. Paul obeyed the heavenly vision
19)

e Declared in Damascus,
Jerusalem, Judea, even to
Gentiles to repent, turn to God,
doing deeds appropriate to
repentance (20)

i. Some Jews took Paul from the
temple to put him to death because
this (21)

j- Because of help from God Paul hj
testified to small and great the very
thing the Prophets and Mosesdsa
would happen: (22)

e That the Christ would suffer
(23a)

e That because of his resurrecti
he would be first to proclaim

seem like the witness of men who
have seen the authentic and
ultimate truth? (25).

Note that Christian apologists have
long held that there are three
conclusions a person can make
concerning the truth of the Christian
faith: Jesus was either Lord, liar, or
lunatic. The discussion between Pal
and Festus seems to diss two of
these options, except that nobody
dares to suggest that Paul himself is
Aliar, o0 as a | ial
risk imprisonment or death for his lie
as Paul is willing to do.

x Paul places the burden of the
message personally on Agrippa |
asking him whether he believes i
the Prophets (26:27).

x Agrippads respaqg
transl ated as 34
think you will persuade me in a
short time?d or
short time you
Either way, it seems that Agrippe
is avoiding both an answer to
Paul 6s personal
and the possibility that one short
speech would persuade him
(26:28).

x The length of time it takes a
person to come to faith should n¢
inhibit the tea
his/her salvation (269).

x Again the rulers make mention
that Paul has done no sin or crin]
worthy of punishment (26:382).
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King
Agrippa
response

light to Jews and Gentiles (23t
k. Festus says loudly that Paul is ot
of his mind from too much learning

(24)
ePaul responds
excellent Fest
speaks fAsober

e Paul then says that king
Agrippa knows about what he
saying because what happene
is widely known (26)

. Paul says, i K
believe the Prophets? | know that v
do. o0 (27)

m. Agrippa suggests that in a short
time Paul will persuade him to
become a Christian {or it is a
rhetorical question} (28)

n. Paul expresses his wish that the
king and all who are present will
become like Paul except for his
chains (29)

6. The rulers privately discuss
Paul 6s i nned)ence
a. The king and others stand and
discuss that Paul is doing nothing
worthy of death or prison (381)

b. Paul could have been freed save|
for his appeal to Caesar (33)

Paul is Taken Captive

to Rome Acts 27:1 1

28:15

Acts 27:1
28:15

The voyage to
Rome

1. Paul, along with other prisoners,
sets out by sea to Rome (27:1-8)

a. Paul and other prisoners are
delivered to a centurion named Julil
to sail for Italy (1)

b. They set sail with Aristarchus in
an Adramyttum ship bound for Asia
(2)

c. At Sidon, Julius was considerate
of Paul, allowing him t@eceive care
from friends (3)

d. They sail under shelter of Cyprus
because of the winds (4)

e. They sail along the coast®flicia
andPamphylia to Myra (5)

f. At Myra they board an
Alexandrian ship for Italy (6)

g. They sail with difficulty past
Cnidus, then under shelter @rete
pastSalmone, to Fair Havens near
Lasea (78)

2. The voyage becomes dangerous
(27:9-12)

a. After the time of the fast (of the
day of atonement) Paul warns then
that the voyage endangers the carg

the ship, and their lives {20)

Paul (with other
prisoners)

The centurion
Julius

Aristarchusi a

Macedoniarof
Thessalonica

Publius

The father of
Publius

x Often throughout the Roman
imprisonment Paul was allowed t¢
have his needs met as well as hay
some freedom (27:3).

Paul 6s personal
and authentic access to God was
able to win over his capte (27:9
43).

V  While at first the centurion
ignored Paul 6
winter travel (27:911), by the
end of the voyage the
centurion had come to
completely tr
(27:31) as well as trust that
Paul would not try to escape
if given the chane (27:42
43).

It is pure irony to see the centuriol
taking instruction from his prisone
(27:31).

The voyage became almost
hopeless as the sailors threw the
shipbés cargo an
letting the ship be driven along an
tossed in the waves (27:-20).

x After going days without food
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Shipwrecked
on Malta

b. The centurion takes advice of the
shipdés pilot and
e The majority decides to set sai
for Phoenix in Crete, to winter

there (12)
3. Shipwrecked on Malta (27:13-
44)
a. They begin sailing along Crete
(13)
b. Soon the ship is caugit & violent
wind called AEuUr

along by it (1415)
c. They hoist up the dingy, fortify th¢
boat with cables, and let down the
anchor while near Clauda (1l&7a)

¢ Doing this they let themselves
drift along (18)

d. the next few days they arested
violently

e They jettisoned the cargo (18)

eThey threw t he
overboard (19)

¢ After days of assault by the
storm they gradually gave up
hope (20)

e. Paul tells therthat all on board
will live (27:21-26)

e They go a long time without
food (21)

e Paul stands to tell them: they
should have taken his advice
(22)

e To keep up courage for the shi
will be lost but nobody on
board will die (22)

ePaul relates t
God to whom | belong and
serveo told Pa
before Caesar and that af
board will be saved (224)

e Paul says:

1. Keep up courage (25a)
2. | believe God that what
He said will happei(25b)
3. We will run aground on
an island (26)
f. The centurion and soldiers take
Paul 6s &8Z)vice (1

e The sailors believe they are
approaching land on the 14
night (2728)

e They cast 4 anchors to preven|
running into rocks and wish for
daybreak (29)

e Some Sailors begin trying to
escape from th
(30)

those on board come to find that i
was the prisoner Paul who had thi
right advice about travel; after this
it was is the prisoner Paul who we
their source of comfort as he
received divine revelation
promising the safetgf every life
on the boat (27:225, 3336).
Everything Paul propheciethat
everyone will live, the ship will be
destroyed, the ship will run
aground on an islandre fulfilled
(27:2226, 4144).

Paul was not ashamed to bless a
meal shared with
unbelievers/pagans (27:35).

Not only is everyone on board
saved from the shipwreck, but the
Il sl andds i nhabi
hospitality (28:2, 7, 10).

Rather than suffer an ironic death
by- snakebite after surviving the
extraordinary shipwreck, God
would fulfill His promise that Paul
will stand before Caesar (2863.
Much like the experience in Lystre
[see 14:1113], people rightly
considered authentic miraculous
ability a proof of divinity (28:6).

It seems that the miracles
influenced the
toward those shipwrecked (28:8
10).

In all they stayed on Malta 3
months [they had to wait until
spring to sail] (18:11).

That Paul was allowed 7 days witl
the brethren in Peoli (possibly for
two Sundays) shows that his
imprisonment was not inhibiting
him from influencing the church
(28:14).
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Hospitality
shown to Paul
and travelers
on Malta

Paul works
miracles of
healing on
Malta

e Paul tells the centurion and
soldiers that thee men must
remain on board to be saved
(31)

1. The soldiers stop the me
from escaping (32)

g. Paul encourages all on board<33

38)

e Through the night Paul tells
them to eat because none of
them will die (3334)

1. They had gone 14 days
without eating

¢ Paul takes bread and gives
thanks to god in front of
everyone (35)

1. All 276 on board are
encouraged and e¢86-37)

e They threw the remaining
wheat into the sea to lighten th
ship (38)

h. They are shipwreek (3944)

¢ Seeing a bay and beach, they
attempt to drive the ship onto
land (3940)

¢ The ship runs aground and
begins breaking up (41)

¢ The soldiers want to kill the
prisoners so t
(42)

e The centurion wants to keep

Paul safe (43a)
1. He commads swimmers
to swim to and (43hb)

2. Those who
are told to float on planks
(44a)

i. All are brought to land safely (44b
4. All on the ship are shown
hospitality on Malta (28:1-10)
a. The nativeshow them
extraordinary kindness (2a)
e They kindled a fire and
received them all (2b)
b. Paul is unharmed by a viper bite
(28:36)
e A viper bites Paul while
gathering firewood (3)
e At first the natives assume Pal
is a murderer because of his b
fortune (4)
¢ When they see he is unharme(
by the bite they begin to call
him a god (56)
c. Paul heals those on the island wi
diseases
eThe islandbs |
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Paul arrives in
Rome

entertains them 3 days (7)
¢ Publius father is healed of feve
and dysentery when
e Paul prays and laysands on
him (8)
eThe rest of th
came to Paul and were cured (
e The islanders honor them and
supplied them with what they
needed when they set sail (10)
5. After three months on Malta
they sail through Syracuse,
Rhegium, Puteoli, to Rome (28:11-
14)
a. They sailed on an Alexandrian
ship with the Twin Brothers (Castor
and Pollux) as a figurehead (11)
b. In Puteoli the brethren invite then
to stay for seven days (14)

Acts 28:1631

Paul preaches
the gospel in
Rome

Response of
people in
Rome

Paul preaches
the kingdom of
God and
teaches about
Jesus for 2
years

1. Paul is permitted to live alone
with a personal soldier to guard

him (28:16)

2. Paul preaches the gospel to the
Jews in Rome (28:17-24)

a. Paul calls together the leading
Jews (17a)

b. Paul tells themhe was brought as
a prisoner though he did nothing
against the Jews or the customs of

the fathers17b)
¢ The authorities wanted to let
Paul go (18)
c. The Jews obj e

to Caesar (19)

d. Paul says that he wears a chain |
the sake of the hope of Israel (20)
e. The Jews say
anything about Paul but desire to
hearabout he sect t h
against eveR)ywhe
3. The response (28:25-29)

a. Some believe and others do not
(24-25)

b. Paul quotes Is. 6:90, referring to
their hard hearts (287)

c. Paul declares that the message (
salvation has been sent t@th
Gentiles, who will listen (28)

d. At these words the Jews leave in
dispute amongst themselves (29)
4. Paul preaches the kingdom of
God and teaches about the Lord
Jesus (in Rome) for 2 years
unhindered (28:30-31)

Paul

The natives on
Malta

The Jews of
Rome

The Roman
guards of Paul

The early church most prominent
evangelist has reached the
influential hub of the greatest
Empire on earth at the time, wher
he is able to teach freely under thi
protection of a personal guard for
two years.

While some hve viewed this
chapter as an abrupt and
incomplete ending to the book of
Act s, P a u | udtsndeped
for 2 yearsin Rome actually bringg
closure to the
statement: AANnd
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and
all Judea an®amaria, and even to
the remotest pa
(Acts 1:8).

Christians came from as far as
Appias(43 miles awayto see
Paul; this says something about tt
lengths Christians should be
willing to go to encourage
Christians (15).

Paul 6s r eempRomes e
after all of his hardships was
thankfulness to God (28:15).

As Paul always did, He first
preached to the Jewish people
(28:17).

Paul saw his mission and the
gospel as the hope of the nation ¢
Israel (28:20).

Paul had a clean slate with the Je
in Rome, alttheu
way) did not have a clean
reputation among the Jews (28:2]
22).
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x  The book of Acts ends on this not
that the Jews |
salvation, but the Gentiles would
accept it (28:228).

x  Themost prominenChristian
evangelist is left preaching two
central themes of the Gospel: the
kingdom of God and the Lord Jes|
Christ (28:28:3€81).
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