Chapter 1
Ancient Books and Writing

Introduction

The history of the Bible is shaped by the history of writing and of writing nadderWe
cannot definitely determine just when and where writing began, but scholars generally
agree that it has been witls since 4006000 B.C.

Although the New Testament is by far the best attested book of the ancient world, no two
manuscripts of the New Testament read exactly alike. This has been a sourceli-of conf
sion to some and has caused skepticism for others tlwkantegrity and rebility of the

text are considered. If it is true that no two manuscripts read alike, how cadieve b

that its message is reliable and trustworthy? The Islamic world has frequésntked

the Bible on these grounds, statingttht is inferior to the Koran in this respect. Wiev-

er, every ancient book, including the Koran, is subject to the same problems of variant
readings if many handwritten copies have been made in various parts of the world.

The answer to this perplexingigstion is to be found in a better understanding of the hi

tory of the transmission of the text. It is important to know thatlsclyostudies have
demonstrated over and over that the message of the Bible, in spite of its many variant
readings, has bedransmitted accurately and fiafiilly through many centuries.

Ancient Writing and Writing Mater ials

Inscriptions in ancient Egypt and Mgm®tamia show that writing, in various forms, can

be traced back to about 466000 B.C. Some Babylonian ingaions can be dated

about 3750 B.C.,Ithough writing in Palestine only comes to us from about 1500 B.C.
Moses, of course, wrote on tablets of stone,
that writing on stone, and other media was known in about-1200 B.C. The actual

collection of the books of Moses was undoubtedly accomplished at a much later date
however.

Ancient Mesopotamian and Egyptian Writing

Until the invention of printing in 1450, duplication of every book or document had to be
made by hath copying. Achaeological discoveries over the past one hundred fifty years
or so have greatly enhanced our knowledgenafesat writing, thus enlightening us on
various aspects of the trmmission and also the interpretation of the Biblical text.

The vey earliest forms of writing are almost universally believed to have beeor pict
grams,i.e. simplified drawings of common objects. This seems to have later developed
into symbolic representations for ideas along with a sort of alphabet. Although tbe Mes
patamians used some pictographs, the best known and advanced use of this type of wri
ing was the Egyptian hieroglyphics.



Most of the ancient Mesopotamians wrote on clay tablets, using a stylus and unbaked
clay. These tablets were usually oblong, measunig @ few inches in each dimension.

A wedgeshaped stylus was used to make an imprint in the soft clay. A very complex
arrangement of these impressions determined the letter or the word. After the text was
completed, the tablet was left to sdny, or may have been firbaked.

This form of wrting was called cuneiform
and it continued in general use throughc
Mesopotamia and other parts of the Midc
East until the late first century B.C. I-A
though languages varied throughout e
potamia, the cuneiform alphabet was &vic
ly employed.

Betweenl1848 and 1876 a group of Britis
archaeologists led by George Smith &xi
vated the palace of Ashurbanipal, king

iy Assyria (668626 B.C.) in Nineveh, itsma
; cient cajtal. Nineveh is located just acro:
the Tigris River from modern day Mosu

Irag. Amongthe discoveries was the IGi
The Gilgamesh Epic gamesh Epic, a Babylonian account of 1

Cuneiform Writing flood. Although this tablet dates from abo

the time of Ashurbanipal, the Epic itself is thought to have been in existeri@ppeas
early as the days of Hammurabi (172386 B.C.).

Excavdions of American scholars at Nippur from 18B800 brought to light about
35,000 clay tablets, some of which date back to the third millennium B.C. Nigpur, |
cated about 150 km. (95 miles) south of modern day Baghdad was once a thriving city of
Mesopotama. These tablets yielded commercial texts, historical informatioigioes
mythology, social customs, and important information dating to the time of thed3abyl
nian Exile of the Jews. Among these finds was a Sumerian account of the Flood which
antedategven the Ggamesh Epic.

The early Egyptians left many stone inscriptions for us, on templegymamts, walls,

and other places. These people are well known for their use of hieroglyphicg-a pict
graphic form of writing. Although little is known abbthe very early history of theed
velopment of Egyptian hieroglyphics, many scholars believe that it may haveabeid

in Mesopotamia rather than Egypt, but that it was independently developed by fe Egy
tians. On the other hand, when such writingt fgpears in Egypt, it seems to hale a
ready been in a highly developed and very complex form. Most hieroglyphiiegmwtias
done on stone although some has been discovered on papyrus or other wrighreg. mat
Papyrus discoveries show signs of the evotubf hieroglyphics into a sort of ive
stylei a flowing or running hand and by the eighth century B.C., this writing had r
duced itself to a morersplified form.



During the fourteenth century B.C. tt
Akkadian language of Mesopotamia w
becoming more or less intetional

bringing with it cuneiform witing. In

Egypt both hiesglyphics and cuneiformr
existed side by side. Epgyan royal
scribes employed cuneiform in thei
communications with Western Asiati
and Mesopotamian nations. This fe
was unknown until the dtovery of 350
clay tablets known as the Tel el Amari
letters. In 1887, while digging in th
ruins of the ancient city of Amarnapout
190 miles (306 km.) south of modern d:
Cairo, an Egyptian peasant womaniac
dentally dscovered this group of cla
tablets. Amarna was the city to whic
Amenhotep IV, also known as Akén

Aton (13701353 B.C.), had moved th
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Egyptian Hieroglyphics

capital. It was an important city in his day. Arrhotep was the husband of the famous
gueenNefertiti, and the fathein-law of Tutankhamen (King Tut) who eteeded him.
The Amarna documents were diplomatic letters written to Ahtgap fromcertain G-
naanite and RkadianBabylonian cities, some of wdh describe political and military
threats to the security of certain areas under Egyptian control. Ti@ssions came
from people called the Habiru. The tablets are now divisdddden museums in Cairo,
Berlin, and London, with the bulk of them reisig in the British Miseum.

Code of Hammurabi

The ancient Mesopotamians not only wrote on clay tablets, but frequently used stone as

their medium. Many monuments, stone slabs or pillars (called stelae),btetd teave

come from a variety of discovesanade by archaeologists. One of the masiols is

the stele cotaining the Code of Hammurabi, king of Babylon from about 17&@86

B.C. This pillar of black diorite stone is nearly eight feet high (2.4 meters), and had been

set up in the temple of Mau#t in Babylon. Many of its laws were widely observed in the

days of the three great patriarchs of the Old Testament. An example of this is sben in A
rahamébs treatment of Hagar. Ther euabir e al so
and certain provisns of the Law of Moses. The Code was written in don@ script

and is now in the Louvre in Paris, France.

Papyrus

The use of papyrus as a writing material dates back to about 3,500 B.C. The real home of
this material was Egypt)Jthough the papyruslants grew also in other areas. The pith of

the plant was laid down in two layers at right angles to each other. This formed the
sheets which were then fastened together side by side to make a long writing surface.



These sheets were dried and rollgul to form a scroll, the height of which asged

about 10 inches, depending on the length of the pith. A roll about 35 feet long weuld a
commodate one of the longer Gospels. The abundance yugap Egypt made her the
primary supplier of writing mateal for many countries. Although clay tabletsttoued

to be used in a few areas on into the late first century B.C., by 500 B.C. papyrus-had b
come the universally accepted material to receive writing. The Greek historian Herodotus
stated that he coulabt conceive of a civilized peoplsing anything else.

By the time of the New Testament yaps had been in general use for a very long time.
Because it was relatively inexpensive, its use was widespread. However, the grkat disa
vantage of ppyrus wasts lack of durability. With age it becomes dry and brittle, and is
subject to deteriation. The natural climate of parts of Palestine, Egypt, and Dura on the
Euphrates have preserved somapypus manuscripts, many of which are in the libraries
of England America, France, Germany, and Egypt. Papyrus was doubtless tx&aimat
used by the writers of the New Testament.

Dead Sea Scrolls

Qumran Caves Isaiah Scroll

The most famous leather scroll evesadivered 1Sihe Isalah scroll Tound In a cave near

theDead Sea. Sir Frederic Kenyon has made the following statement concernimg the i

pot ance of the Dead Sea Scroll s. Alt 1 s no e
Dead Sea caves are the biggest discovery yet made in what may be called tdoarcha

gy of the Hebr ew Bi bQueBible and the&-Anaedteviarscapts G . Kenyoc
p. 31.) Khrbet Qumran, about one mile from the site of the discovery is located about

eight miles (13 km) south of Jeho near the northwest corner of the Dead Sea

In February or March, 1947 an Arab shepherd boy about 13 years old was searching for a
lost goat and stumbled on the first cave. The opening of the cave was elevated on a cliff,
and the young boy threw a rock to see if he could hit the opening of tke G&e rock
struck a <c¢l ay jn@mance,iandghe dog heardth iecrasha Ineestigating it
further, he discovered a number of jars containing leather and papyrus rolls wrapped in
linen cloths.



He took some of the scrolisto Bethlehem andold them to a Syrian Orthodox antiqu
ties dealer. Later this dealer and his intermediaries sold some of the scrolls tadhe Sy
Orthodox Patriarch in Jerusalem, and to Professor E.L. Sukenik of the HebrewslJnive
ty. Toward the end of 1947 the Arddraeli war broke out.This, along with other guo-
plications, make& impossible to trace the scrolls during the months following thsk di
covery.

Within a few years scholars from a variety of countries began to investigate thesdysco
and located a maber of other caves in the immediate vicinity. These additional ddscov
ries, along with the ruins at Khirbet Qumran were stigated, and each yielded its own
contribution to the wealth of information hidden for centuries. Atikaly large group

of thescrolls was taken to America, and in 1955 was sold to a privatbgser acting on
behalf of the Israeli Government. This group consisted of (1) the first Isaiah Scroll, pra
tically complete, (2) the Manual of Discipline, (3) the Habakkuk Contamrg, (4 an
Aramaic work now known to be a pseudepigraphical work ones&nThe scrolls
bought by Professor Sukenik consisted of (1) a second scroll of Isaiamfiete), (2)
The War of the Sons of Light with the Sons of Darkraesst (3) a group of Thanksging
Psalms. In addition, other scrolls have come to light including twascapts of Daniel
and fragments of every book of the Old Testament except EsthenosAall of the
scrolls and fragments show excellent handwriting, and the texts were writtennaal
skins. A small number were written on papyrus. These Qumran scroll discoveries have
been dated as early as the second century B.C., but not later than thetfirst AeD.

The discovery of the Scrolls led to a 1955 reinvestigation of tims ati Khirbet Qumran.

Most scholars agree that these ruins once housed a monassie deligious sect known

as the Essenes. Heretofore our only information commgethis sect was that given by

Josephus who claimed to have been a member of the daist younger days, a slight

reference by Philo, and a comment by Pliny the Elder who said that the Essenes had a
settlement on the west -geédi.-gediisdbdutawelye ad Se a
miles (32 km) south of Quran.

Codex Form of Books

Shortly after the close of the first century the popular form of scrolls gave way to a more
useful form called the codex book. This was simply a book bound in quires of writing
material similar to the construction of our modern day books. Some schdlave bleat
Christians may have had a hand in inventing this type of book in order to facilitate ease
of tuming to various references in a collection of writings (such as the New Testament)
while reading and studying, or using the book in church serviddsle there is no Is-

torical evidence for this, it is a fact that the codex form began to be used during the
second century. The word codex comes from a Latin wianddexreferring to the trunk

of a tree or a block of wood. Blocks and panels of woatl been used in the ancient
world as a eceptacle for writing, and when laced together made a sort of bdtdtough

many of the our New Testament papyrus manuscripts are very fragmentary, evidence
points to the fact that from the very earliest dates papgranuscripts of the New Tast



ment were in the codex form even in Egypt where the scroll had such a long history.
This is seen in contrast to the Old Bes¢ént Dead Sea Scrolls.

Parchment and Vellum

Parchment, a writing material made from the skinarofmals, began to be used as early

as the early second century B.C. Some documents were found in 1923 in the ruins of a
Roman outpost in Dura on the Euphrates bearing the date equivalent-195L8C.
Because of its expense compared withypag, it wa not used extensively. Leather, in a
variety of forms is known to have been used to receive writing at a much earlier date.
Pliny the Younger (A.D. 6413) quoted the Roman writer Varro (first century B.C.) as
saying that parchment was invented by Eueseof Pergamum. He refers to a comér-

sy arising letween Ptolemy of Egypt with a rival boalollector, and Ptolemy placed an
embargo on the exporting ofypyrus about 19482 B.C.

Since finecessity is the mot her hlglitediheaventi on
need for suitable writing material giving rise to the further development ohrpard.
Parchment was made primarily from the skins of sheep and goats. Vellum was simply a
much higher grade of parchment, and soon came imergleuse for coging important
documents. It was made from the skins of veal (calves, sometime unborn), and antelope.
The writing surface was prepared by cieg the skin and removing the hairs, scraping

and smoothing both sides, and finally rubbing it with powderedigrirn later centries

vellum was sometimes dyed purple (the color of royalty), and trimmed in goltver. si

Many of the later New Testament manuscripts also had intricate artwork depictiirg Bibl
cal themes and characters or saints, and are refer@slilominated manuscripts. The
study of these illustrations is called iconaamy.

How the Bible Came to be Written
The Old Testament

The Old Testament came into existence over a period from about 1200 B.C. to 300 B.C,,
or approximately 900 years.itlle is known of the dates and authors of the very earliest
writings possibly because the ancient Israelites seemed to have had little interest in pr
serving this information and identifications. Various documentary theories have been
devdoped concernig sources for these writings and their dates. The dates given above
constitute the longest possible period for the production of the Old Testament. Fhe wri
ers were primarily from Israel, Job being the lone exception. There is no evidence that he
was a Hbrew.

The Old Testament writings provided Israel with both religious and historical information
concerning their unique relationship to God and other nations. The book we call the Old
Testament was known to them simply as the Sacred Scriptures, aodtained the

books they considered to be authentic. This collection is referred to as the canon, a word
derived from the Greekavov (kanor) meaning a rule, standard or measure. Through



the years, as the books were collected into the Old Testament canon, other religious wri
ingsalsoppear ed whi ch weaeaenacmincsdld.ed ed fAnon

The words fiapocr yphao regquanty useg ® dasignatpsomech p ha o
these books. The word apocrypha meangddem thing or book, and was later used to

apply to that which was considered heretical or spurious. In our own time it is used to

refer to a group of fateen or fifteen bookassociated with the Old Testament but not

part of the Hebrew canon. The word pseudep
to a group of books written under fictitious names. Among the best known pseudep

graphical wriings are such books as The Psalofi Solomon, The Book of Enoch, The

Martyrdom of Isaiah, and The Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs.

The Jews divided their Scriptures into three sections, the Law, the Prophets, and-the Wri
ings (also called the Hagiographa). The Law contained ¥ieebfioks of the Pentateuch,

the Prophets include eight books that are designated the Former Prophets arttéithe La
Prophets. The Former Prophets are Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings, while the Latter
Prophets are Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, anaviteet Minor Prophets (as wefer to

them) from Hosea to Malachi. The Writings contained eleven books, Psalmerld3ro

Job, Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Danid\dbzmiah
(counted as one), and Chronicles. It is impdrta know that the books otained in the

Hebrew Scriptures are the same as those in our English Bible.

Almost nothing is known about the collection of the books of the Old Testament into a

canon, but the Jews attribute this to Ezra (about 400 B.&gdoon statements in Neh

miah 8. The discovery of the book of the Law in the Temple by Hilkiah the priesgdu

the reign of Josiah (Il Kings 22113) took place about 621 B.C., and is thought by many

scholars to have been the book of Deuteronomy. €khet time of its writing is not

known, but its content is certain to have been based on ancient atitorm A close

reading of Judges, Samuel, and Kings gives strong evidence that their material was g

thered from ancient sources, some of which aretifieth eg.f The Book of Jesh:
Sam. 1:18, ABook of the Annal s onbhlsdbthd omono
Kings of Israelo | Kings 14:19, ABook of the

In view of the fact that the history of thiéebrew people covers such a vast amount of

time, it becomes obvious that the collection of the books into their three basiormarhp

parts took place over a long period of time. As mentioned above, it is quiebpgdhat

this was completed by Ezra.rdfm the many references in the Old Testament to God
communicating his will to his prophets and others we must conclude thatetinews

believed strongly that their writings were inspired of God. Inspiration andicéyaare

not the same, but belief inspiration would naturally lead one to see the importance of

including an inspired book into the canon. Among the Hebrew people, reverence for a
ABooko (such as the fABook of the Cot%tenant o)
i ngs. Wh e nt hteh eL afivB ooofk tohfe Lor do was found 1in
of Josiah, its authority was immediately recognized and accepted.



The Writings or Hagiographa, as stated above, was made up of more than the group of
five books we genWirsadodom Lietf @mr attuwr eads otfh et hie
should be noted that the books of Psalms and Proverbs claim multiple authorships. Aside

from a few of the Psalms which refer to specific historical events, the authorships and

dates of the various Psalms aremmkn. The headings which attribute certain sato

David, Asaph, sons of Korah, Solomon, Moses, etc. were added many years later and do

not constitute Old Testament authority.

During the period of the Maccabees (3&¥ B.C.) most of the attention ofliggous Jews

was turned toward the wars with the Syrians, and little time seems to have been spent on
religious scholarly pursuits. However, when some measure of religious and poditical s
curity came there was a flurry of interest in the careful studhefSacred Scriptures.

Two distinguished rabbis arose near the beginning of the first century A.D., each ha

a strong influence on the populace. These were Hillel and Shammai.eSthection of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 brought to an abrupt end the matidentity of the Hebrewation
creating national, gitical, and religious problems for the people. This event also
brought an end to their worship at the Temple, and they turned even more strongly to
Scripture. Vigorous discussions ensued concerthieganon of the Old Testament. r+u

ther complicating this struggle was the increasing Hellenistic tendencies of their nation
and the perceived threat of the rise of Charsty.

Turning to their Sacred Scriptures provided a source of strength for apéepbut they

al so had to face the question, AJugt esshd ch |
Such disputes were not new to the Jewish people, for the Sadducees accepted only the
Law (Pentateuch) as Sacred Scriptures, creating a controversyheitRharisees and

others concerning canonicity of a major part of the Old Testament. Other religious books
had also been published and were revered by many people. The status of such books was
in dispute. Between A.D. 90 and 100 a synod of Jewish leades convened atrdaia

about 15 miles (24 km.) south of the city of Joppa on the Mediterranean Sea. Although
the books of Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Esther were particularly in disgute, th
were accepted into the Hebrew Scriptures. The bodkcofesiasticus was also reeo

nized by some to have a rightful place in the collection. Josephus, a priest aséd’har

who was admittedly a strong partisan, lived during the latter part of the first century of
the Christian era. In his works he stateat thfter Malachi no book was added to the H

brew canon.

Concerning the Old Testament canon we must not leave out the fact that New Testament

writers consistently referred to and quoted from its writings, considering these writings to

be inspired as thevord of God. This evidence is quite strong. Jesus himself used the Old
Testament frequently, citing it as authoritative. The writers of the books of Hebrews and
Romans in particular make many appeals to tt
referring to it as Scripture. (Examples of this can also be seen in Acts 1:16, 8:32, Rom.

4:3, I Tim. 3:16, Heb. 321, 10:1517, Il Pet. 1:21 and many others.)



The Text of the Old Testament

The Qumran discoveries provided scholars with the oldesusaaipts of the Hebrew
Scriptures. As noted above, these manuscripts have been dated between the second ce
tury B.C. and the first century A.D. Leaving these manuscripts however we must come
to the Middle Ages before we encounter copies of the HebrewT@tament. Prior to

the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls we had no manuscript of the whole or substantial
part of the Hebrew Old Baament which was older than the end of the ninth century A.D.
One of the most famous manuscripts of a portion of tlteT@ktament is the Samaritan
Pentateuch. Although sometimes spoken of as a version, it is not, strictly speaking a ve
sion, but just a form of the Petguchal text. The earliest known example of this form of
text is the Abisha Scroll, still preserved bysmall Samaritan community at Nablus in
Palestine. Although the Samaritans of the community claim that it comes from the time
of Joshua, examination of the manuscript itself shows that it probably comes from about
the eleenth century A.D. Scholars genally agree however that the text contained in the
maruscript comes from a much earlier period, but there is no consensus as to what that
partiaular time period may be.

Although this rather long time gap from the date of the Dead Scrolls to the Middie Ag
might seem to be a bit disquieting to some, the text tradition of the Old Testament is very
secure. There is little doubt but that the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and again in
135 and consequent further dispersion of the Jewish populatiorgtimatuthe Roman
world played an important role in this. It must be remembered that the Temple had been
the great depawry for the Hebrew Sacred Scriptures.

There is also an abundance of indirect evidence for the integrity of the text. arhaiér

Targuns give us paraphrases of numerous Old Testament passages prepared specifically

for use in the synagogues, and copies of the Septuagint Version of the Old Testament are
extant. Christians, when translating the Scriptures, also translated the Old Testament
because they considered it to be an integral
Old Testament in Greek, Syriac, Latin, and various otimguiages.

An additional consideration is the extreme care which the Jewish scribes exercised as
they coped the text. The close agreement of the Isaiah scroll from the Dead Sea cave
with the traditional Hebrew texts of the ninth and tenth centuries shows that the Jewish
scribes have copied the Biblical tesdry accurately. Some of their procedures te-saf
guard the purity of the text are contained in Jewish writings. Each synagogue had a room
or cupboard which served as a storage place for older or defawed shanuscripts and

other documents containing the holy name of God. This roomptioend was cé&d a
Genizah, from a Hebrew word meaning to hide or to store away. If a copy became da
aged, or was considered unfit for public use it was placed in the Genizah until a group of
these documents could be buried with an elaborate ceremony.

In a Cairo syngogue a discovery was made of a Genizah which had been walled up and
forgotten. The synagogue was formerly the Church of St. Michael but wetsaged by
the Jews in A.D. 882. In 1890 the synagogue was rebuilt and the contents of ittehGen



came to ligh It contained very valuable Old Testament manuscripts agtéats, the

most valuable of which are now in prominent libraries in Londomi&2&ige, New York,
Leningrad, and Oxford. Some of these manuscripts and fragments date back to the sixth
centuryA.D., and they have shed a great deal of light on the work of Jewish scribes and
scholars in the centuries between the Dead Sea Scrolls and our oldest Hebtew man
scripts.

The Jews had strict rules which regulated the copying of the sacred text. Nmthidg

be copied from oral dictation but each new manuscript had to be copied from itg-own e

emplar or parent manuscript. The Scripture texts were placed in a cupboard which faced
toward Jerusalem, and they were considered the most sacred objectsyinatjogyse.

Copies had to be exact, even to the point that if a letter in the exemplar niveis qody

large or very small, the copyist was compelled to duplicate these features. If a word was
misspelled in the exemplar the misspelling had to appearentlt opy wi th the s
correction written above the word.

The work of theMasoretess of immeasurable importance in the history of the text of the

Ol d Testament . They took their title from
Second Jewish Relt in A.D. 132135 and the spread of Christianity, the center bf ra

binical studies moved from Palestine to Babylonia. These schools in Babylana flo

rished until about the ninth century, and some beyond that time. With the Mogtem co

guest of Palestinai638 the Jews began to return to their homeland, and the academy in
Tiberiusbecame an important center of Jewish Biblical learning.

The Hebrew text was written entirely without vowels (referred to as a consonantal text).
Copyists as early as the periofl the Dead Sea Scrolls attempted to indicate vowel
sounds in the text in order to preserve the correct pronunciation of the words. &heir m
thod was largely unsuccessful however, and it was not until the time atb@reteghat

a lasting system of voel points was developed. It wasTiberiusthat theMasoretef

the ninth century did their most notable works of perfecting vowel points and copying the
Hebrew Scriptures as we have them in our Bibles today. Their wtwéllg began about

A.D. 500 inBabylonia. This has been referred to as the Tiberian system anidéssadn

ly employed.

The Masoretesiad a profound respect for the text, and consistently refused to nrake co
rections even when mistakes were obvious. Instead they made marginal Inaieser

to assure accurate copying tMasoretesounted the number of words in a line and on a
page, identified the middle word in a page, the middle letter of a book, thikerwierse

of the entire Law (Leviticus 8:7), and the middle word of the Laew(110:16). This was
done to ensure that the new copy was an exact duplicate of ieypech Many othera
feguards were also practiced.

One manuscript of the Old Testament is most frequently used by scholars in the work of
translation. It is referretb as the Leningrad Codex. It is now in the Russian National
Library in St. Petersburg, Russia (formerly Leningrad). It is the oldest complete man
script of the Old Testament known to exist. It was not until 1990 that a team of phot

1C



graphers under thdirection of the Ancient Biblical Manuscript Center, in collaboration

with West Semitic Research, sent a team of photographers to St. Petersburg to make clear
photographs of the manuscript. Prior to that time only very inferior, sometimeslanrea

ble photgraphs were available. This manuscript dates from the early eleventnyce
Although this would be considered late when considering New Testameusenats, it

remains our ol dest complete manuscr upt of

derts and scholars everywhere, Ancient Biblical Manuscript Center worked with West
Semitic Research, Los Angeles, CA and the University of Michigan to publish a phot
graphic facsimile of themas cr i pt . 0 This was published
artid e A The @oedna xwyd.abadt.org/projects_leningrad.htinl

New Testament

In contrast to the Old Testament which was written over a long period of time, the New
Testament was witen ower a period of only 45 or 50 years (from about A.D. 50 to A.D.

t

by

95) . Probably the first New Testeratmtheit b o 0 Kk ¢

Thessalonians, although some scholars believe that Galatians may have leanawri

little earlier. E& c h of Paul 6s |l etters was written
(Achurches of Gal at i a o0ijus, and Phtlemon). nndeacla cadey a | s

he instructed these Christians in a wide variety of principles of the Christian life, tttemp
ing to solve doctrinal or personal problems or giving general exhortation and instruction.
The Gaeral Epistles (James through Jude) were also written to encourage the recipients
in the Christian life and correct problems in the churches. The boolelmkeWs & an
anonymous work written to the Hebrew Christians, probably in Palestine. Itgsitho

is unknown.

The early church needed an accurate account of the life of Jesus. This neédfilieds fu

by the works of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Both Maitland John were apostles

of the Lord. Mary, the mother of John Mark, was a follower of Jesus and is identified as
a member of the Jasalem church (See Acts 12:12). Papias, a Christian who lived about
A.D. 135, tells us that Mark wrote his Gospel untter guidance of Peter while Peter
was in Rome. Luke wrote both the Gospel of Luke and Acts, which are obviously two
volumes of the same work. In Luke #41he speaks of some who had writtenaunts of
various aspects of t hevantedto dribesso that Theophilua n d
would have an orderly account, and wnthe certainty of those things believed by the
followers of Jesus, stating that Luke himsetfaived this information from eyewitnesses.

In Acts 1, Luke refers to the former trisat he had written (the Gospel of Luke). The last

of the Gospels to be written was that of John, which is generally dated about A.D.90. He
also wrote the books of I, Il, and 11l John and Retreh.

Conclusion
Paleography, the study of ancient writiagd writing materials, is of great importance
when describing, editing, and analyzing a manuscript. The type, structure, and appea

ance of the letters used, the composition of the ink, and the type of material employed to
receive the writing all play a tal role. By comparing ancient mascripts, both religious

11

t
(

say


http://www.abmc.org/projects_leningrad.html

and secular, paleographers have been able to identify, with a great degre@adfyacc
wide variety of components which help to determine the age of astigot. This data,
when combined witlother evidence, provides valuable information for thxéui critic.
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Chapter 2
The Text of the New Testament

Introduction:

As we noted in the first chapter, the history of the text of the Old Testamemévhat
obscure until we come to the work of thlasoretesn the ninth century. In addition, the
number of manuscripts available is very small when compared to the number of New
Testament manuscripts we have. When we study the transmission of the Nawmergs

text the amount of material is almost overwhelming both for its abundance anddgts anti
uity. There are the Greek manuscripts, a few of which (papyri) date back to a century
following the composition of the books, the ancient versions, the leagsramd the @-

tristic evidence to work with. Indeed, the fact that there are over 5,000 New Testament
manuscripts available to scholars is, in itself, one of the problems of textual criticism.

The Original Manuscripts

Without doubt the New Testament liksowvere originally written on papyrus which would
have long sense perished due to the fragile nature of that writing material. These writings
seem to have been almost immediately copied and circulated within a relativelyashort r
dius of their original repients. Paul encourages the church at Colosse to read the letter
he had written to the church in Laodicea, and for the Laodiceans to read the Colossian
letter. As early as the first half of the second century, the Gospel of John was circulating
in Egyptas evidenced by the discovery of a papyrus fragment containing JohR3P8:31
and 3738. Known as the John Rylands Fragmentf)(Rhis small piece of papyrus is

less than nine centimeters high, but its value is far out of proportion to its size. It has
been dated about A.D. 135 making it the oldest portion of the New Testamentsver di
covered. Its primary importance lies in the fact that it shows that copies of the New Te
tament writings were made and circulated almost immediately after being recdined. T
fragment was originally acquired for the John Rylands Library by Bernard Grenfell in
1922, and may have been originally discovered at the site of Oxyrhanchus, about 125
miles (200 km) south of Cairo, Egypt on the Nile River. It was not until 193%Hhhat
fragment was published by C.H. Roberts. It is now part of the collection in the ybhn R
ands Library in Manchester, England.

In thinking about the origin of the New Testament it is important to remember that each
book was written individually, anfibr the most part each one was addressed to aypartic

lar church or group of individuals to fulfill a specific need of that audience. In this, we
see a considerable difference in the origins of the New Testament and the Old Testament.
So, for example, whrePaul wrote to Corinth, he addressed the problems and questions of
that church, when writing to the Romans he addressed problems of that church. Luke
wrote to Theophilus to correctly inform him about the life of Christ and the early spread
of the gospeto the world. These writings would have been in the form of scrolls, and
would have circulated separately in the beginning. In the section on the canon, we will
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discuss the formation of the Pauline Corpus and other phenomena concerningnthe asse
bling of the books of the New Testament.

As early as A.D. 95, Clement of Rome wrote
to them. This demonstrates the fact that ci
a very early date, and were almost immesliaconsidered authoritative not only by the

church or by the individuals to whom he was writing, but also to Christians in general.

Of course, all copies were made by hand, and the opportunity for variants to arise in these

copies was very real. Untihe invention of printing in about 1450 the practice of hand

copying was continued, and variant readings multiplied.

Variant Readings
Variant readings are broadly divided into two general types, unintentional variants and

intentional variants. Orthogphic variants also occurred. Listed below are a fewnexa
ples of each of these types.

Orthographic Variants

These are variants which arise from differences in spelling and certain other practices

within a language. In English for example, Americans i t e @At heater 0 whi |l e
may write fAtheatre. o Americans wrihne ficol ol

guages abound in these orthographic variations. In many of the Greek manuscripts there
appears a movabl e nThisis édddd & th&endirglof marg wdrdsr A NO )
in some manuscripts, but it has no bearing on the meaning of the word. Other variations

in spelling may also occur.

Unintentional Variants

These came into the text for a variety of reasons. Faulty eyesigatedessness in rea

ing the exemplar (parent manuscript from which the scribe is copying, also called an a
hetype). For example a scribe may substitute a letter in certain words, or write the letter
poorly, actually changing the word. In Il Peter 2:h8 Greek wordAT'ATTIAIZ (AGA-

PAIS)appear s, transl ated @Al ove f e @AHATARR Thi s
(APATAIS which is wusually transl ated fdeceptic
OAITQY (OLIGOS is found and i s tsomensahuactipgsdhefiscar c

wordONTQX (ONTOS i s found which is transl ated fire

Another type of variant may occur when a scribe looked at a word in line 10 for example
in his exemplar, wrote the word or phrase, and then looked back at his exemplar but hi
eyes went to line 12 where the same word appeared, and continued his copying from that
point. In his copy then he would have omitted the intervening words. The opposite may
also happen where he was copying from line 12, looked on his copy, and tleredis

went to the same word in line 10. Thus, he would duplicate the intervening words. The
general word for this kind of variant lomoeoteleutorffrom a Greek word meaning

Asi milar o)
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Still another form of unintentional variants is calleaplography This is when a copyist
writes down only once a word which actually occurs twice. For example, on a number of
occasions Jesus saidAMHN, AMHN AET'Q2 YMINO (AMEN, AMEN, LEGO UMIN

translated ATruly truly | say ontyusgdothedo ( John
word AMHN (AMEN) it r ul yo onl y o nhapbograpfyis ealledditp-osi t e o
graphywhi ch i s when a word occurs only once in

writes it down twice in his copy.

Confusion of letters due to the same protiation of words gave rise to another type of
variant . Every | anguage has such character|
and fAsaledo are pronounced the same, but hav
diphthongs were mistakenly exclyga by copyists such as writirg (ei) for au (ai) or

vice versa. Both spellings are pronounced the same, but the change might result in
changing the meaning of the word. Als@e) was sometimes substituted for(ai), pos-

sibly changing the meaning of a word. For example in Mt.1@1the word

gtepoc(etero9 occurs meaning fAothers. o Il n some ¢
has substituted the wokgtapoig (etairoigme ani ng fAf el |l ows . 0 A wid
type of variant occurs in manuscripts. They are referred to astgtibss.

Another form of substitution is where a scribe uses a synonym or another word which has

an equivalent meaning. An example of this is found in Matt. 2:17 where some man

scripts readno Iepgpiov (hupoleremioy whi ch i s tr ansikatleed fiby
manuscripts readia Igpepiov (dialeremioy transl ated At hrough Jer
many variations of this type. Although the meaning is frequently not changed, this type

of variant occurs throughout the collection of manuscripts.

Transpost i on of words from one order to another

Pharisees0o may appear in one group of manus:
in others. The same is true of transposition of letters within a word. In Mk. 14:65
glafov (elabon) is i n one group of manuscripts, tr

group of manuscripts it becomefaiiov (eballon)t r ans | at elh thif sater i ke . 0
there is both transposition and substitution of a letter.

At various times, scribes walibbserve notes in the margin which had been placed there
by a person previously using the manuscript. If the scribe thought these words belonged
in the text itself he might copy it into his text. In some manuscripts used by thatransl

tors of the Kihgd mes Ver si on, Rom. 8:1 contained the
after the fl esh, but after the Spirbot.o It i
rated into the text in this way. Another example is Matt. 27:35 where the King James

Versionra d s , Athat 1t might be fulfilled which
my garments among t hem, and upon myu-vesture

scripts contain this phrase in Greek. In all probability it came from a marginal note or
was aded by the scribe because he thought it appropriate to identify a prophedly regar
ing this event. The phrase is not found in the oldest and best manuscripts.
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Intentional Variants

These variations in the text arise when a scribe is attempting to darifgrmonize a
portion of the text. They may come in a variety of forms including substitution, addition,
transposition, etc. Some are attempts to correct a perceived grammatical error-or a pe
ceived misspelling. At times scribes would use a synonyna feord which they might

have thought was not completely clear.

Manuscripts of some books, particularly in the Gospels have harmonistic variants. This
took place most frequently when a scribe altered a text so that it would reflect the same or
similar wording or thoughts from a parallel passage in another Gospel. For example, in

Matt . 19: 17 our English transl ation reads,
Jesus replied. 0There is only one who is gc¢
Mark 10: 18 we read, A6Why do you calli me gooc
except God alone. 60 Some copyists working
texts the extra phrase found in Markds accou

The same type of varianccurs in regard to the account of the conversion of Saul in Acts

9 and Paul 6s retelling of the event 1in Acts
hard for you to kick against the goad. o | n
added ths phrase to the text in their manuscripts, reflecting an attempt at harmonization

of readings.

Conflation is another type of variant which characterizes certain types of text. Conflation

is the combining of readings from two or more sources, thagicgea third or additional

reading. For example in one group of manuscripts the very last words of Luke 24:53 tell

of the apostles returning to Jerusalem and
God. o However anothertigireoupoioft mafblses sipng
and very | arge group of manuscripts reads i
reading are found frequently in manuscripts of the Byzantine text type. This text type

will be discussed in a later chapter.

Some sribes were influenced by the theological debates of their time, and were-+espo

sible for dogmatic or theological emendations. These are scribal alterations of the text
when a particular statement seemed feltot t o fi
that small change in the words would uphold or explain what he considered to be an o

thodox position. A heretic named Marcion is the foremost example of this sorh-of ta

pering with the text. Fortunately very little of this took place in the transonsof the

New Testament text. These types of variants are usually easy to spot.

Criteria for Choosing Among the Variant Readings
The information above leads to the inevitable conclusion that a translator of the Blew Te
tament must make a judgment axgdhe various readings found at any given point in the

text. Textcritical methodology then has to do with the skillful employment of these crit
ria, knowing that such judgments cannot be made in isolation, but must take intb consi
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eration other importarfactors concerning the text. These other factors will be discussed
in a later chapter.

The major criteria used by textual scholars in making decisions between two or more
readings are generally referred to as the canons of criticism. Historicallyhtheséeen
employed in both Biblical manuscripts and those of ancient classical literature. The goal
of such criticism is to attempt to recover, as far as possible, the original text of a work
whether it is Biblical or classical. It should be remembehad these canons are enf
rences rather than axiomatic principles. That is, they are frequently subjective in their
application, and have to be used in conjunction with other criteria. None constitutes a
hard and fast rule. Therefore they belong torttem of probability, and some may be
more widely applied than others. None can be considered universal.

First of all, it is not true that the reading found in the greatest number of manuscripts is
necessarily the best reading. If it can be shown #matrtanuscripts were copied from a
single archetype, that group of ten manuscripts really carries the weight of only one. On
the other hand, if two manuscripts both carry the same reading, and it can be shown that
each of those originated from a differesaturce, or in a different area, these would carry

the weight of two.

Secondly, the manuscripts themselves must be weighed. Some types of manuscripts, as
will be discussed in a later chapter, have been shown to contain many variants-of a ce
tain kind, which are not supported outside of their own family or text type. This fact
must be considered when evaluating a reading.

Third, a reading is to be preferred if it can be shown that it more easily explains the origin

of other readings. In employing¢hi canon of critici sm, a c¢criti
circumstances might have given rise to this
come from theological controversies current at the time the manuscript was coped, a ¢
pyistoés desi sage of to detehdahis iovinwiewaof grthodoxy, or tbe c

pyi st 6s perception of a textwual error in the

Fourth, the shortest reading is generally to be preferred. It has been demonstrated by
scholars who have investigated scribal variationsttiere was a tendency for scribes to

add to a text rather than delete from it. This can be seen in the tendency of many scribes
to conflate readings, or to harmonize readings as in the Gospels. This principle-is cons
dered by most textual critics to beetmost fundamental of all of the canons of criticism.
Some scholars consider this to be demonstrated when we see harsh or obscure readings,
contending that the tendency was for scribes to smooth these over, thus altering the text.
Some scholars howevelo not fully agree with this.

A fifth canon is that the more obscure reading is probably to be preferred. The rationale
behind this is that a scribe was more likely to try to clarify a passage than to obscure it.
Therefore the more obscure is likelylie more nearly original. Care must be taken in
applying this canon, because some accidental errors are made by copyists, and some
words or phrases simply might not make sense or might be grammatical or orthographic
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errors, or inexact quotations. Sucladiangs are not to be selected simply because they
are the most difficult or obscure.

Not all of these criteria can be applied to any single variant or with equal weight. In fact,
each canon of criticism must itself be weighed to determine its appligabila given
reading. Otherwise they can be seen working against one another. Howeverbghe pro
bility of a correct choice of a specific reading is usually enhanced with the increase in the
number of criteria which can be legitimately brought to beahervariant in qugion.

It will be noticed that the above criteria divide themselves into external and internal ev
dence. External evidence deals with the characteristics of the manuscripts themselves
such as age, number of manuscripts reading togetteefamily or text type being osi-

dered, and the quality and history of a manuscript if that information is known. Internal
evidence has to do with such things as scribal habits, and the literary, ideological and
theological peculiarities of the authand also of the copyist.

Dating Ancient Manuscripts

According to the latest count there are 5,357 Biblical manuscripts of the Greek text now
extant. This total is made up roughly of the following: 86 papyri, 269 Uncials, 2,795
Cursives, and 2,207 dgonaries. However, some fragments have been doubled in the
catalogues of various libraries reducing the total number by about 200. Of the total nu

ber of manuscripts, about 59 originally contained the entire New Testament, although
most of theseare mo i ncompl et e. (See the article by
Test amelrhte, d nitrer pr et er 6s Dictionar Wadef t he
ville: Abingdon Press, 1976, p. 884.) Additional withesses of the text would also include

the versions angbatristics which are not included in the above number. This includes
everything from small fragments such as the John Rylands Fragment mentioned earlier |
this chapter, to the Cursive manuscripts copied shortly before the invention of printing.

Obviouslyscholars have not had the opportunity to study each of these in detail, so there
remains much work to be done. When looking at a manuscript of the New Testament,
one of the most important areas of investigation is to determine the age of the document.
Much of what is said here will apply not just to the Greek manuscripts, but also to all of
the other materials as well.

How can scholars determine the approximate age of a manuscript? Much of this is based
on paleography, the study of ancient writing amitimg materials. Since we knowa
proximate time periods when certain writing materials were in general use and-the p
riods when certain styles and formation of letters were in general use, these components
become very important in fixing a date for a mseript. If papyrus was used it would
mean that the manuscript probably should be dated before the first half of the fourth ce
tury because we know that by that time vellum was in general use, having supeeseded p
pyrus for important books. On the other daif vellum is the material of the manuscript

one would know that this manuscript probably comes from a time when vellum came into
general use. It is possible that such a manuscript could date back as far as the first ce
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tury, but it was not until the rdisecond century that the use of vellum became common.
In fact, it was not until the late third or early fourth century that its use could be cons
dered widespread.

An important consideration is the appearance and formation of the letters themselves.
Are they large or small, straight or slanted, block or rounded, cursive or capital? Large,
capital, straight, or block letters indicate an earlier date than cursive or small letters. The
type and color ink is also important. The most ancient writing weaslly done with

very dark black ink whereas the scribes of the Byzantine period used inks of le$ser qua
ty which tended to deteriorate more readily. A good quality dark brown ink also was
used in very early manuscripts. It is not until we come tontitglle ages that we find a
variety of shades of ink in use.

Paleographers also look at the size and shape of letters to determine the aga-of man
scripts. The classification of manuscripts as Uncials or Cursives is descriptive of those
documents whicluse all capital letters (uncial letters) or those using a flowing hamd (cu

sive letters) employing lower case letters. A manuscript written in uncial letters indicates
that it was probably copied prior to the ninth century, for it was about this timéhéat
cursive hand superseded the uncial hand. The formation of the letters, whether they are
sqguare or rounded, upright or sl anteded all C C
ter equip him to make a more nearly accurate estimate of the age otiscnian In a-

dition, the exact formation of certain Greek letters may also play a part. From about the
first century B.C. until the third century A.D. the style of letters does not seem to have
changed very much. The letters were generally high arateqiérrom the fourth century

until about the eighth century they progressively became slanted, compressed, oblong,
and ornamented. Paleographers consider these characteristics to be the very best tools for
determining the age of a manuscript.

On sone of the later manuscripts there is an indication of the date they were copied. This

may be done by citing a ruler who was in power at that time, or perhaps an impatant hi

torical event which can be dated by historians. Sometimes scribes would intisate t

and other things in a scribal note called a colophon placed at the end of the text. While

this note may contain only personal i nfor ma
pronounced upon the reader, it may also contain other kinds of infomsatch as dates,

feast times, etc.

The vast majority of manuscripts have no spaces between words, no punctuation marks,
and no regard for syllables or hyphenation at the end of a line of text. However,an a rel
tively few manuscripts some of these cleéeastics do occur, indicating that thosa-m
nuscripts are of a late date.

As the centuries passed more and more attention was given to the appearanceaef the m
nuscripts. Consequently, those manuscripts which are dyed purple, have gold leaf or si
ver ink illustrations and icons (illuminated manuscripts), or other artwork can be dated
by paleographers and iconographers by analyzing these characteristics. Of course there
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are textual and other characteristics of interest to scholars as they describalgnel an
manuscripts.

Greek Manuscriptsi Uncial Manuscripts

As indicated above, there are two general classifications of Greek manuscripts. These are
Uncials and Cursives or Minuscules as they
characteristicef the Uncial Manuscripts. These are manuscripts in which the scribe used
only capital letters. They generally date from the second through the ninth century, the
very earliest ones being written on papyrus. All told there are about 300 of these extant.
Among the most important are the Codex Vaticanus and the Codex Sinaiticus, both of
which come to us from the early to rfinurth century. The earliest English translations

for which these manuscripts were available were the English Revised Versioh §h881

the American Standard Version (1901). These two manuscripts are almost universally
considered to have the very best text of the New Testament available today. However,
critical analysis is always necessary when using any manuscript.

Greek Manuscripts i Cursive Manuscripts

The second group of manuscripts is called Cursives or Minuscules because of the cursive
style of writing. These manuscripts come from the about the ninth century through the
fifteenth century. There are over 4,200 extant. Theiary importance is as witnesses

of the history of the text, and they do not generally play as important a role in tha-restor
tion of the text as do the older Uncials.

Ancient Versions

Ancient Christians, just as present day Christians, wanted the iBiltheeir own lan-

guage. This being the case, the translation of Scripture into a variety of languages began
as early as the middle second century. Among the first of these versions were the Old
Latin and the Syriac. A little later came two important @gn versions called theaS

hidic and Bohairic. Earlier the Jews of the Diaspora, those living outside of Palestine,
had a profound reverence for the Law, and were very zealous for their national religious
identity. With their Scriptures in the Hebrewntmage, but their common language
changing to Greek, many of them saw the need to have a Greek translation of their Scri
tures. Sometime between 284 and 245 B.C. this work was completed, and the resulting
translation was called the Septuagint, abbreviaged XX reflecting a tradition that the
translation was the work of seventy men. It is generally believed that this translation was
made in Alexandra, Egypt because that city was an important cultural and educational
center for the Jews.

Lectionaries
Because those old handwritten manuscripts were, of necessity, very large and bulky, they

were not readily adaptable for use in church services. This gave rise to the practice of
copying various blocks of Scriptures into a separate book to be used folgreadia-
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ship services. The time of origin and procedures used is not known, but the consistency
of passage selection is found to be very widespread. At first these were read on Saturday
and Sunday, but later were expanded and selections were read ayerf/ the week.

Since these blocks of Scripture were copied into books, these became known as the Le
tionary manuscripts. Scholars analyze them following the sameriggal methodology

as employed with the Uncial and Cursive manuscripts. They #enie additional w4

nesses to the New Testament text.

Patristics

Ancient Christian leaders wrote and published books, commentaries, letters, homilies,
etc. just as is practiced today. These are referred to as the writings of the ancient church
Fathersor Patristic writings. As early as A.D. 95 some early Christian writers gent le
ters and wrote articles or books exhorting people to live a Christian life, to corrext a do
trinal error, combat heresy, etc. Most of these letters were written in eithelt Gred-

in, and contain many quotations, paraphrases, and allusions to Scripture. Therefore they
become important witnesses to the New Testament text.

Conclusion

Each of the types of textitical material described above will be discussed in detail in
subsequent chapters. The abundance of evidence for the text of the New Testament gives
us assurance of its integrity, dependability, and faithful transmission. It shoule be r
membered that we have parts of manuscripts going back to the second cedtegn-an

plete manuscripts from the fourth century. The total number of ancient New Testament
manuscripts and portions of New Testament books runs into the thousands. Contrast this
with the manuscripts we have of other ancient writers and books. For examagieyve

no manuscript of the works of Homer dating earlier than ttfecgBitury A.D., though
Homer lived during the™8century B.C. There is no manuscript of the works of Herod

tus earlier than the Yocentury A.D., though Herodotus died in 424 B.@eTworks of

Virgil are found in a single manuscript dating from tiecéntury A.D. even though Wi

gil died in 19 B.C. There is no reason for anyone to doubt the integrity of the Bible. The
New Testament is by far the best attested book of antiquity.

21



Chapter 3
The Greek Manuscripts

Introduction

Il n contemporary usage, the word HAmanuscr.i

whether printed or written by hand. In textual criticism, the word refers to a hand written
document, particularly theontinuous Greek text manuscripts (contrasted with theiman
scripts of the versions, lectionaries, and gats). Each of these manuscripts, and there
are thousands of them, has its own unique history, characteristics, and value in restoring
the originaltext of the New Testament. Some are fragmentary (an incomplete group of
pages, a sgle page, or only a portion of a page), others are complete. Some contain
groups of New Testament books, and others contain only portions of one book. Some
come from a vy early date, while others are late in their origin. Some are characte

by a certain type of variant readings, while others are characterized by an entirely diffe
ent type.

Obviously then, manuscripts must be carefully studied, analyzed, and edabyasch-

lars so that we may have the very best possible Greek text from whighattosms can be

made. In this chapter, we will briefly list and describe some of the more important man
scripts and note their contribution to the general study of tegtugism. The expre
sions, Afamily, 0o Atype of texto and Atext
full explanation of the meaning of these expressions will come in a later chaptéce Su

it to say at this point that certain identifialglearacteristics in the text of different nan

scripts have caused scholars to divide them into groups based on those peculiarities.
These groups areferred to as families and text types.

The Papyri
The general use of papyrus as a medium to receivmgyritas discussed in chapter one.

Here we want to identify some specific papyrus manuscripts and briefly indicate their
value in the study of the history of the New Testament text. Papyrus manuscripis are u

pi

t

iversally ident i f iupascriptgd nuntber bdsidetitt er A PO wi t h

P°. This manuscript is now in the British Library, and presently consists of only two
leaves, joined together, and coming from the same quire. It was discovered 1871896

by Grenfell and Hunt at Oxyrhanchus, an ancietyt @bout 193 km (120 miles) south of
modern day Cairo, and about 16 km (10 miles) west of the Nile River. The first teaf co
tains John 1:231, and the other John 20:1%Z, 1925. This would indicate that theam
nuscript had originally contained the ent@espel of John. It dates back to the third-ce

tury, and its text agrees generally with the Sinaiti@s éleph) and the &icanus (B)

(see below). This shows us that this text type existed in Egypt at an even earlier date than
the text of eithea or B.
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P*®. This fragment probably comes from the early fourth century, though some scholars
originally thought that it might be from the late third century. It is now at the hiiye

of Michigan. The importance of this manuscript is that it contairex@avthich is ma

kedly of the Western type, often reading like the Codex Bezae (D). fdicaies that

type of text circulated in Egypt along side the Alexandrian (or Neutral) text.

The next group of papyrus manuscripts is referred to as the Chestgr Baagri. There

are some Old Testament manuscripts in the collection, and some New Testament. A
group of seven manuscripts of the Old Testament were acquired, and onmirog izt

of the lost Greek origal of the book of Enoch also came to light.

The New Testament manuscripts consist of three codices which originally contained the
entire New Testament except for the Pastorals and General Epistles. Since leaves are
now missing, these manuscripts are incomplete. They come to us from the early third
century, probably around A.D. 200, making them among the oldest New Testaraent m
nuscripts gtant.

The acquisition of these manuscripts by Mr. A. Chester Beatty, an American collector
residing in London, is amieresting story. Mr. Beatty acquired a graigpapyrus leaves
from an antiquities dealer in Cairo, Egypt. These were later found to contain vanieus po
tions of the Greek New Testament, and were edited and published by Sir Fresleric K
nyon, an outstanding English textual scholar. Other collectoxhpsed several leaves of

the manuscript from the same antiquities dealer in Cairo, and they were everntually a
quired by the University of Michigan.

P*. This is referred to as Chester Beatty
Originally this manuscript consisted of aba
220 leaves, and contained all four Gospels .
Acts. Only thirty leaves have survived. TI
leaves are wide, the letters are small, aadh
page contains a single broad column of te
The extant portions contain two leaves oftM.
thew, six of Mark, seven of Luke, two of Joh
and thirteen of Acts. An interesting phens
non concerning this maacript is that its text
is mixed, and cannobe assigned entirely ti
any of the general clasigations used by sch

lars.

Fragment of
Chester Beatty Papyrus P45

P*®. This is referred to as Chester Beatty lhisSTmanuscript consists of eighsix leaves,
containing portions of the Pauline Epistles in an unusual order: Romemgws, | and
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