
 
 

 

JOHN 

BIBLE CURRICULUM SCOPE  

 
A DIGEST OF THE TEXT  

FOCUSED ON EVENTS, PEOPLE, AND THEMES WITH  

TEACHING CONCEPTS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contacts:  John Gardner or Floyd Coppedge 

P. O. Box 11000 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73136 

405-471-6003 
 



1 
 

INTRODUCTION  
 

 The motivation behind the development of this Bible curriculum material is the firm belief that 

God inspired the entire Bible and that His ñwhole counselò is beneficial for study.  It is the desire of the 

writers to keep the focus on what God said , letting the text speak for itself  rather than imposing human 

thoughts, theories, and ideas, whether theirs or others.  However; it is not the intent of the writers to 

discredit the value of recognized scholarly works which may be very helpful to teachers of the Bible, but 

rather to keep the focus on that which God inspired as the primary source material. 

 

 The heart of this material is the content digest (systematic arrangement) of the text which 

identifies all major events, people, and themes.  A digest as used in this material differs from a simple 

outline and other curriculum projects in that it attempts to focus attention to everything in the text rather 

than selected parts.  The writers approach the task of doing a complete digest of the text with much 

humility and a recognition that even our best efforts may still fall short of our goal due to the complexity 

and enormity of the Word.   Next in order of importance in this material is the section which identifies 

ñmajor teaching concepts." Every effort has been to include only teaching concepts that are clearly 

supported by the content digest, diligently resisting the imposing of human thought that might lead one in 

a direction never intended by God.  The material is arranged in four columns as described below: 

 

Column I , Caption of Events, People, and Themes ï This column directs the user through a book of the 

Bible, chapter by chapter (or by sections of chapters as warranted by the text) with text references and 

captions that identify the major events, themes, or people. 

 

Column II,  Content Digest of the Text ï This section: (1) is a digestðsystematic arrangementðof all 

of the content, (2) presents content in a modified outline format using bolded print, numbers, letters, 

bullets, and limited punctuation marks, (3) cites text references to support all content items, (4) includes 

all the events, people, and themes included in the text, (5) refrains from interjecting personal commentary, 

but may use special notes and/or color coding when needed to direct the userôs attention to specifics 

related to the text that might not otherwise be obvious from the content digest. 

 

Column III,  Principal Individuals and Groups ï This section identifies all principal individuals and 

groups included in a given section of the text. 

 

Column IV,  Major Teaching Concepts ï This column presents teaching concepts that: (1) are stated in 

the form of declarative sentences, (2) may be used when developing lessons to be taught, (3) are well 

supported from the Content Digest with text references, and (4) are further clarified by citing additional 

text references from the Old Testament and/or the New Testament when known. 

 

Notes about the Format of this Material 

1. The modified outline format contains a mixture of complete sentences and phrases; therefore, 

the writing does not normally use periods, but does use commas, semicolons, and colons as 

needed.  Text references are enclosed by parentheses.  

2. On occasion, the writers may provide explanatory notes.  These notes adhere to standard 

written English rules, are easily identified in the outline by use of such words/phrases as ñNote 

that,ò ñSee,ò ñFor more information,ò etc. These notes may be further designated by using a red 

colored font.  

3. Contact Person:  Floyd Coppedge, Educational Consultant, Partners for Christian Education, P.O. Box 

11000, Oklahoma City, OK 73136; 405-471-6003 (Office), 405-615-4838 (Cell); floyd.coppedge@oc.edu 

mailto:floyd.coppedge@oc.edu
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Caption of 

Events, 

People, and 

Themes 

Content Digest of the Textð

Focused on Events, People, and 

ThemesðDesigned for teaching 

Principal 

Individuals and 

Groups 

Major Teaching ConceptsðMay be 

used to frame lessons to be taught 

or to support a verse-by-verse 

treatment of the text 

John 1:1-18  

 

Prologue: the 

divinity of 

Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John, the 

forerunner of 

Christ 

 

 

Jesus, the true 

light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word 

became flesh 

1. The deity of Jesus (1-5) 

a. The word was God and in the 

beginning with God (1-2), existing 

before Abraham (8:58) 

b. Everything that exists came to 

exist through Him (3) 

c. Life was in him, which is the light 

of men (4) 

d. The light shines in darkness, but 

the darkness didnôt understand it (5) 

2. The witness of John (1:6-8) 

a. John was sent from God to testify 

about the Light, so that all would 

believe (6-7) 

b. John was not the light but testified 

about the light (8) 

3. The true light came into the 

world (1:9-13) 

a. There was the true light which 

comes into the world enlightening 

every man 

 He came to his own 

world/people and it/they didnôt 

receive him (10-11) 

b. He gave to those who received him 

and believed in His name the right to 

become children of God (12) 

 They were not born of human 

will but of God (13) 

4. The Word became flesh (1:14-

18) 
a. The word became flesh and lived 

with ñusò (the author and his 

companions) (14) 

 ñWe saw His glory ñas the only 

begotten from the Father, full of 

grace and truth (14) 

b. John testified that this (the word 

who became flesh) was the one who: 

(15) 

 Comes after him 

 Has a higher rank than him 

 Existed before him 

 His fullness and grace gave 

blessings to all (16) 

 The law came through Moses, 

grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ (17) 

c. Nobody has ever seen God (18a) 

 The only begotten God has 

explained him (18b) 

The Word ïthe 

Word who became 

flesh, the only 

begotten of God 

 

God 

 

The light 

 

The Darkness 

 

John, the 

forerunner of 

Christ 

 

The world 

 

The children of 

God 

 

× ñIn the beginningò takes the reader 
back to Genesis 1, signaling that 

the Word (Jesus) was present and 

active with God at the creation of 

all things (1:1-3) 

V The implication of the 

preexistence of Jesus is that 

He is creator God (1:1-3). 

× The Word, which is later revealed 

to be Jesus (1:14-18), is described 

to the reader as being both separate 

from God ïñwithò- as well as 

actually God (1:1).  

V In John, the Word is the 

embodiment of wisdom: the 

very mind of God (1:18).  

V In John, Jesus is the Word that 

is able to bring God from the 

realm of heaven to earth 1:14). 

V Jesus is described as deity 

elsewhere [see 8:58; Phil. 2:5-

11; Col. 1:15-19, 2:9; Heb. 

1:2-3]. 

 

Note that the Greeks thought of the 

word (logos) as the only ñthingò that 

could pass from heaven to earth and 

vice versa.  It was seen in terms of 

pure idea or thought.  The Jews 

thought of the word (logos) as the 

wisdom of God that holds creative 

power.  

 

× The prologue expresses the major 

contradiction noted in John, which 

is the Word (Jesus) who is God, 

the creator (or co-creator) of all 

things, the very container of life 

and light, but who at the same time 

is unaccepted by His own created 

world ïthe ones who desperately 

need His light and life (1:1-5, 9-

11). 

V This contradiction discussed 

in John is played out through 

the rest of the book as the 

belief and unbelief which 

manifest themselves in either 

acceptance or rejection of 

Christ (1:9-11; 3:16-21; 4:48; 

6:56-70; 7:16-20; 9:6-34; 

9:39; 10:19; 10:31-33; 11:43-
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48; 12:37-50; 18:4-6; 18:37-

19:3; 19:14-16). 

V While the world does not 

receive Jesus, those who do 

receive Him and believe in 

His name are spiritually 

recreated by God (see 3:5-8). 

× Becoming a child of God 

(commonly referred to as salvation 

or the new birth) is not by manôs 

doing, but by the will  of God 

(1:13). 

× John the Baptist was a vehicle for 

preparing Israel to believe in Jesus 

(1:6-8; 1:23; 10:41; see also Matt. 

3:1-3; Mark 1:2-3; Luke 3:4). 

× That Jesus was Godôs only 

begotten indicates that no other 

being is the Son of God in the way 

that Jesus is (1:14, 18). 

× Jesus brought something that the 

Law of Moses was not fully able to 

contain: grace and truth (1:17; note 

Heb. 10:1: ñThe law has but a 

shadow of the good things to 

come.ò). 

John 1:19-34  

 

Johnôs 

testimony  

1. Johnôs testimony concerning 

himself(1:19-28) 

a. ñI am not the Christò (20) 

b. ñI am a voice of one crying in the 

wilderness, óMake straight the way of 

the Lordò (23) 

2. Johnôs testimony concerning 

Jesus (1:29-34) 

a. Jesus is the lamb of God that takes 

away the sin of the world (29) 

b. Jesus existed before John (30) 

c. ñI saw the Spirit descending as a 

doveé and He remained upon himò 

(32) 

d. Jesus ñbaptizes in the Holy Spirit.ò 

(33)  

e. Jesus is the Son of God (34) 

John the Baptist ï

The one preparing 

the Lordôs way 

 

Jesus ïthe lamb of 

God, the pre-

existent one, the 

one who baptizes 

in the Holy Spirit, 

the Son of God 

× Upon the coming of Jesus, John 

consistently gave Jesus a higher 

place than himself, even 

considering himself unworthy to 

provide the lowliest act of service 

to Jesus, calling Him: ñthe lamb of 

God,ò the one who ñexistedò 

before John (even though John was 

physically 6 months older than 

Jesus), the ñone who baptizes in 

the Holy Spirit,ò and the ñSon of 

Godò (1:15, 19-34). 

× That Jesus is called a lamb who 

takes away the worldôs sin 

indicates the central purpose of 

Jesusô ministry as the perfect 

sacrifice for the worldôs salvation 

(1:29; see also John 3:14-17). 

× Though John taught a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins, his baptism was not able to 

put the Spirit of God into man 

(1:33). 

 

Note that in Johnôs account, both he 

and Christ (or His disciples) were 

baptizing (4:1-2); hence, the question 

about how these baptisms differed.  It 

is safe to say at this point that neither 

of these baptisms included the gift of 
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the Holy Spirit which was not given 

until Jesusô glorification (7:39) and 

which is apparent in Acts 2:38, after 

Jesusô crucifixion, resurrection, and 

ascension to the Father in heaven.  See 

also Acts 19:1-7 where this matter 

arises again. 

John 1:35-51  

 

Jesusô first 

disciples 

1. Andrew and Peter (1:35-42) 

a. Andrew and another heard John 

speak and followed Jesus 

 When Jesus saw them he asked, 

ñwhat do you seekò (38) 

 They ask where Jesus is staying 

(38b) 

 Jesus answers ñcome, and you 
will seeò (39) 

b. Andrew told his brother Simon 

that they had found the Messiah (41) 

c. Jesus renames Simon, Peter (42) 

2. Philip and Nathanael (1:43-51) 

a. Jesus sees Phillip and says, ñfollow 

meò (43) 

b. Philip finds Nathanael and tells 

him they have found Jesus, the son of 

Joseph from Nazareth, the one Moses 

and the Prophets wrote about (45) 

 Nathanael responds, ñcan 

anything good come from 

Nazareth?ò (46) 

c. Upon seeing Nathanael, Jesus says 

ñbehold, and Israelite indeed, in 

whom there is no deceit!ò (47) 

 Nathanael asks how Jesus 

knows him (48a) 

 Jesus responds that He saw him 

sitting under the fig tree (48b) 

 Nathanael confesses that Jesus 

is the Son of God and King of 

Israel(49) 

d. Jesus tells Nathanael he will see 

greater things to come (50-51) 

Andrew ïa 

disciple of John 

 

Peter ïa disciple 

of John 

 

Philip ïone who 

brings others to 

Jesus(see 20:20-

22) 

 

Nathanael ïan 

Israelite in whom 

is no deceit 

 

Jesus ïthe 

Messiah, the Son 

of Joseph, the  

Son of God, the 

King of Israel 

× Johnôs testimony of Christ resulted 

in turning some of his disciples to 

Jesus as was the principal purpose 

of Johnôs work (1:29-37). 

 

Note that there may be a deeper 

theological meaning in Jesusô first 

words to Andrew and the other 

disciple; if a deeper meaning is valid.  

Jesus is questioning their motives in 

following Him.  When their answer 

indicates that they want  to be with 

Jesus, He commands them to ñcomeò 

and promises that they will ñseeò if 

they do so (possibly referring to His 

heavenly dwelling place or His 

mission as a light to guide people 

(1:37-39;  see 12:26; 14:2-6). 

 

× People come to be disciples of 

Jesus through various 

circumstances: hearing the 

testimony of a preacher (1:37), the 

testimony of a family member 

(1:41), by meeting Jesus himself 

(as when reading scripture, 1:43), 

and by the testimony of a friend 

(1:46). 

×  When Jesus changes Simonôs 

name to Peter, meaning ñrockò, He 

is calling a somewhat unstable and 

impulsive young man a rockïa 

picture of stability and 

immovability (1:41; see also 13:5-

9; 13:37-38; 18:10-11; 18:25-27). 

V Peter is one of the Apostles 

noted most for ongoing 

spiritual growth: In the 

Gospels Peter is often 

misguided in his words and 

actions; however, Jesusô 

purpose was to change this 

self-admitted sinner (Luke 

5:8) into His devoted follower 

(21:22), bold evangelist (Acts 

4:7-13), and a pillar in the 

early church (see 6:68-69; 

Matt. 16:15-18; Mark 9:5; 

Acts 15:7-11; Gal. 2:9).  
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× The first interactions Jesus has 

with His disciples are telling of the 

relationship Jesus has with 

believers:  

V Jesus abides/dwells with His 

followers (1:39; see also 

14:23; Matt. 28:20b; Rev. 

3:20). 

V Jesus changes His followersô 
identity (1:42; see also 3:5-8; 

4:14). 

V Jesus leads His followers 

(1:43; see also 8:12; 12:26, 

46) 

V Jesus knows His followers 

intimately (1:47-48; 2:24-25; 

13:10-11). 

× Whereas Jesusô despisers actually 
try to kill Him because of the 

miracles He does (5:11-18), 

Nathanael reacts in an appropriate 

and logical way to Jesusô 

miraculous pre-knowledge of Him 

by confessing that Jesus is the Son 

of God and King of Israel (1:47-

49) 

V Nathanaelôs confession is the 
response of faith that the book 

of John encourages in its 

readers (20:31).  

× By referring to Jacobôs ladder in 
1:51, Jesus promises Nathanael 

that just as Jacob recognized God 

was in a certain ñplaceò by the  

angels he saw ascending and 

descending on it (28:10-17), so 

also will Nathanael realize that 

God is in Jesus as He sees the 

works of power Jesus will do 

(1:50-51). 

John 2:1-13  

 

Miracle at 

Cana of 

Galilee 

1. Jesus turns water into wine at a 

wedding in Cana (2:1-10)  

a. Jesus mother tells Jesus they are 

out of wine (2) 

b. Jesus says ñwhat is it to us, my 

time has not yet comeò (4) 

c. Jesus has the waiters fill six pots 

with water (5-7) 

d. When the headwaiter tastes some 

of the water, he exclaims that it is 

good wine (8-10) 

2. This was the beginning of Jesus 

signs in Cana (1:11) 

a. It manifested his glory (11) 

b. His disciples believed in Him (11)   

3. Jesus, His mother, His brothers, 

Jesus 

 

Jesusô Mother 

 

Jesusô Brothers 

 

The Waiters 

 

The Headwaiter 

 

The Disciples 

 

 

× Jesusô mother apparently had some 
expectation and trust that Jesus 

could fix (miraculously?) the 

problem of the wine, since she 

brought the problem to Jesus and 

then told the servants to do what 

Jesus said (2:3,5). 

× Jesusô response that His hour had 
not yet come signals that Jesus 

already knew the destiny that 

would culminate in His crucifixion 

(2:4). 

V Throughout this Gospel, 

Jesus is aware of and in 

control of his destiny as the 

suffering servant (7:6, 8, 30; 
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and His disciples go to stay in 

Capernaum a few days (2:12)   

8:20; 12:23-27; 13:1; 18:4). 

× The book of John always refers to 

Jesusô miracles as signs, indicating 

that their purpose was to 

signal/verify some quality in Jesus, 

i.e., His status as the Son of God 

and Messiah, (1:11; see 19:30-31). 

V The miracle at Cana served to 

a) show Jesusô glory and, in 

so doing, b) bring about 

belief in Jesusô disciples 

(2:11). 

× The miracle at Cana is the first of 

the seven pre-resurrection signs 

recorded in the gospel of John, 

each of which is followed by a 

dialogue/lesson relating to the 

miracle performed (2:1-11). 

1. Water into wine (2:1-11) 

2. Healing of the officialôs son at 

Capernaum (4:46-54) 

3. Healing of the lame man at the 

pool of Bethesda (5:1-9) 

4. Feeding of the 5,000 (6:6-13) 

5. Walking on water (6:19-21) 

6. Giving sight to a man born 

blind (9:1-7) 

7. Raising of Lazarus (11:1-44) 

John 2:13-23  

 

The cleansing 

of the Temple 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many believe 

because of 

signs 

performed 

1. Jesus went to Jerusalem because 

the Passover was near (2:13) 

2. Jesus drives the businesses out of 

the temple with a whip of chords 

(2:14-17) 
a. Jesus says ñstop making My 

Fatherôs  house a place of businessò 

(16)  

3. Jesusô sign of authority for 

cleansing the temple is the 

resurrection of His body (2:18-22) 

a. The Jews think Jesus is talking 

about the stone temple (19) 

b. Jesus was actually referring to His 

body (21) 

4. Many believed in Jesusô name 

during the Passover because of the 

signs he did (2:23-25)  

a. Jesus didnôt entrust himself to 

those Jerusalem believers because He 

knew what was in them (23-25) 

Jesus  

 

Sellers and 

Money Changers 

 

The Jews 

× The money changers and animal 

sellers had a compelling reason to 

do business: to provide people 

with animals for sacrificing.  

Whatever their rationale, there is 

no excuse for making Godôs house 

(by implication, the church) a 

market place to turn a profit (2:16). 

× The reference to ñMy Fatherôs 
house,ò is the first of many 

instances in John where Jesus 

refers to God as His Father (2:16; 

see 8:18-42; 10:36-39). 

× Jesusô authority for cleansing 

Godôs house is described by Him 

in figurative terms which refer to 

His death and resurrection (2:18-

20). 

× Because of His power to know 

ñwhat was in a man,ò there were 

some to whom Jesus would not 

entrust himself (2:23-25). 

V Jesus knew what was in the 

hearts of all people, including 

believers who loved the 

approval of men rather than 

God (12:42-43). 

V Jews who confessed belief in 
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Jesus were in danger of being 

persecuted (see 9:20-22; 

12:42-43; 19:38-39). 

V In order for Jesus to entrust 

Himself to (or be friends with 

and abide with) someone that 

person must keep Jesusô 

word (15:14; 14:21). 

John 3:1-21  

 

Jesus speaks to 

Nicodemus, a 

teacher of 

Israel 

1. Jesus teaches Nicodemus that 

one must be born of water and the 

Spirit to enter the kingdom of God. 

(3:1-8) 

2. Jesus describes to Nicodemus the 

nature of His testimony (3:9-21) 
a. Nicodemus doesnôt understand the 

new birth (9) 

b. Jesusô testimony is from heaven 

(9-12) 

 They do not receive the 

Christian testimony, which is 

based upon what Jesus (and 

others) have seen and heard 

(11) 

 If Nicodemus doesnôt 
understand earthly things, 

apparently the new birth (3-8) 

how will he understand 

heavenly things, apparently 

Godôs salvation of the world 

through His Son (12, 13-21)  

c. The Son of Man, the only one who 

has descended from heaven or 

ascended, will be lifted up as the 

snake in the wilderness (13-15) 

 The one who believes in the 

Son of Man will have eternal 

life in Him (15) 

d. Godôs plan to save the world (16-

18) 

 Why would God save the 

world? Because God loved the 

world (16) 

 What agent will God use to 

save the world? Through His 

only begotten Son. (16) 

 By what means can people then 

receive Godôs salvation? By 

faith/trust in Christ people will 

avoid death and gain eternal life 

(16) 

  What is the central mission in 

the Sonôs coming to earth? Not 

to judge the world, but save it 

(17) 

e. Implications of  rejecting Godôs 

Jesus 

 

Nicodemus 

 

The Son of Man 

 

The World 

 

God 

 

The Son of God ï

Godôs only 

begotten 

× That Nicodemus came to see Jesus 

by night rather than openly in the 

daylight seems to suggest that he 

was one of the Jerusalem leaders 

who believed but was afraid to 

confess Jesus because of Jewish 

persecution (3:1). 

× A different Nicodemus emerges 

later as he is persecuted for 

defending Jesus before the council 

and when, with Joseph of 

Arimathea, he spends an exorbitant 

amount of money to properly bury 

Jesus body after His crucifixion 

(3:2; 7:48-51; 19:39-40).  

× Nicodemus concluded what was 

the only reasonable answer for 

Jesusô miraculous signs: that He 

had come from God (3:2). 

× Jesus spoke of the new birth in 

spiritual terms, while Nicodemus 

failed to understand because he 

was thinking in physical terms 

(3:4) 

 

In John there is a pattern of Jesus 

teaching something in spiritual terms 

and people misunderstanding because 

they interpret Jesusô message 

physically (see 4:13-15; 4:32-38; 

6:51-63; 7:33-39).  

 

The gospel account by John provides 

an excellent  support of the New 

Testament teaching that a necessary 

requirement for every person to see 

the Kingdom of God is baptism (born 

of wateré) and to receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit (é and Spirit) (3:3-7; 

see also Acts 2:38; 1 Cor. 12:13; Tit. 

3:5; Rom. 6:1-5).   

 

× ñBorn of the Spiritò is a rather 
complex teaching; however, the 

Greek word for Spirit can also 

mean wind, so Jesus seems to be 

saying that the person born of the 

Spirit is like the wind: you cannot 
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salvation (18-21) 

 What is the result of belief in 

the Son? Those who believe are 

not judged (18) 

 What is the result of unbelief? 

Those who do not believe 

already stand judged because 

they have not believed in Godôs 

only begotten Son (18) 

 Why is one judged simply for 

not believing the Son? The 

verdict against those who do 

not believe is that they reject 

the Son (the light) because of 

their desire to remain in 

darkness where they can 

practice their evil deeds without 

being exposed (19-20) 

 What then is the attitude of 

those who believe? Those who 

practice truth (believers) come 

to the light where it can be seen 

that their deeds are of God (21) 

 

 

see how the Spirit works when a 

person is saved (in baptism), but 

you can see the results of the Spirit 

in a personôs life (3:8; see also 

Acts 2:38 and 3:19). 

× An important teaching is given 

when Jesus points out that 

Nicodemus, one of Israelôs  

religious teachers, does not 

understand what is fundamentally 

important to God (3:10). 

 

Note that is difficult to know why 

Jesus says ñwe speakò and ñwe 

testifyò rather than óI testify.ô  Some 

options are that (1) Jesus is including 

the disciples as co-testifiers as John 

describes in 1 John 1:1, (2) Jesus is 

using a rhetorical statement used to 

match Nicodemusô statement ñwe 

know that you have come from Godò 

in v.2, or (3) the plural ñweò is 

rhetorical as in Mark 4:30. 

 

× The subject of 3:10-21 is about (1) 

the nature of the good news,3:13-

18,  (2) acceptance or rejection of 

the good news and the implications 

thereof, 3:11, 17-21,  (3) the 

motives behind acceptance or 

rejection of the good news, 3:18-

21, and (4) light came into the 

world and His own did not receive 

Him ,1:9-11.  

× The work of Jesus is here seen as a 

type of Mosesô serpent in the 

wilderness (see Num. 21:9), so that 

as people who looked upon the 

snake lived, so all who believe and 

trust in Jesusô work on the cross 

will live (3:14-16). 

× Godôs motivation for sending 
Jesus, His only begotten Son into 

the world is His love for and desire 

to save a dying world (3:16). 

× The basis of salvation is faith in 

the person of Jesus (3:16-18; see 

also 5:24; 6:40; 7:38; 8:24; 10:25-

28; 11:25-26; 14:1, 10-11; 20:31). 

 

Note that what it means to believe or 

have faith in Jesus is developed 

throughout the account by John and is 

present in the many examples of 

conversion found in Acts. 
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×  Those who come to the light of 

Jesus are those who are concerned 

first and foremost with truth rather 

than hiding their evil deeds; they 

come so that their actions will be 

plainly in line with Godôs will 

(3:19-21; see also 18:37). 

John 3:22-36  

 

Johnôs last 

testimony 

 

Jesusô ministry 

becomes 

greater than 

Johnôs 

1. Jesus was baptizing with his 

disciples in Judea while John was 

baptizing with his disciples in 

Aenon (3:22-24) 

a. John baptized there because there 

was ñmuch waterò there (23) 

2. John describes to his disciples 

the nature of his ministry (3:25-30) 

3. John describes to his disciples 

the nature of Jesusô testimony 

(3:31-36) 

a. The one who comes from Heaven 

is above all 

b. The one sent by God (Jesus) 

speaks the words of God and is given 

the Spirit without limit 

c. Believing in the Son brings eternal 

life, but rejecting the Son results in 

the wrath of God 

Jesus 

 

Jesusô Disciples 

 

John 

 

Johnôs Disciples 

× The overall theme of this passage 

seems to be that while John and 

Jesus were doing similar things 

(spending time with their disciples 

and baptizing), Jesusô ministry was 

increasing while Johnôs was 

decreasing (3:22-31, 4:1-2). 

× It appears, 4:2, that Jesusô disciples 

were doing the actual baptizing 

rather than Jesus himself (3:33; 

4:2). 

× One characteristic of Jesus shown 

in the gospel of John is His desire 

to be with and spend time with His 

disciples (3:22). 

V Today, Jesusô desire to have 

communion with His 

followers is fulfilled by the 

indwelling of Jesus and the 

Father in disciples through the 

Spirit (see 14:18-23). 

V Jesusô desire to have 
communion with His 

followers will be brought to 

completion in heaven where 

Jesusô disciples will spend 

eternity with Him (see 14:2-

3). 

× That John baptized where there 

was ñmuch waterò does not 

support the idea that baptism is 

sprinkling a bit of water, but rather 

it supports the idea that people 

were being fully immersed ï

something that requires ñmuch 

waterò (3:23). 

× When informed that people were 

now coming to Jesus to be 

baptized: 

V  John clearly admitted his 

own lesser duty  

 to be Christôs forerunner. 

V  Jesus showed His greater 

status and duty, which were 

to testify concerning what He 

had seen and  heard in 

heaven, something  the 

earthly John could not do  

since he was a mere earthly 
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being (3:26-32). 

V John  his ministry was nearly 

over, rather than resent Jesusô 

greater ministry John rejoiced 

because he saw that Jesus 

was beginning His heavenly 

mission (3:30). 

× The person who believes in the 

testimony of Jesus is doing the 

equivalent of signing a document 

saying that God is true (3:33). 

 

Note that belief is the opposite of 

disobedience, making belief 

equivalent to obedience (3:36).  This 

implies that the belief in 3:16 is also 

an obedient faith (see also Rom. 1:5; 

Heb. 3:18-19, 5:9, 10:39). 

 

× John repeatedly shows the 

relationship of the Father to the 

Son: the Father loves the Son and 

has given all authority over to Him 

(3:35, 5:19-23). 

John 4:1-29  

 

The woman at 

the well 

 

The disciples 

sent to reap  

 

The 

Samaritans 

believe in 

Jesus 

1. When the Pharisees hear Jesusô 

ministry is greater than Johnôs 

Jesus leaves for Galilee (4:1-6) 

a. Jesus passes through Samaria on 

the way, stopping to rest at Jacobôs 

well at Sychar along the way (6) 

2. Jesus tells a Samaritan woman 

about living water (4:7-14) 

a. Jesus asks her for a drink (7) 

 The woman is startled that 

Jesus a Jewish man would talk 

to her (since Jews donôt 

associate with Samaritans) (9) 

b. Jesus says that if she knew the gift 

of  God and who is talking to her she 

would have asked for his living water 

(10) 

c. She thinks Jesus is referring to 

physical water in the well (11-12) 

d. Jesus tells her that: (13-14) 

 The person who drinks his 

water will never thirst 

 

 The water will become in that 

person a well springing up to 

eternal life  

3. Jesus tells the woman her past 

and present situation in life (4:15-

18) 

4. Jesus tells the woman about the 

nature of true worship (4:19-24) 

a. Recognizing that Jesus is a 

Jesus ïThe 

Prophet and The 

Christ 

 

A Samaritan 

woman ïAn 

adulterer 

 

The men of 

Sychar ïBelievers 

Through the 

Womanôs 

Testimony 

 

Jesusô Disciples ï

Reapers of a 

Harvest 

 

 

× Jesus was willing to break social 

customs to share the good news 

with a Samaritan woman (4:9). 

 

× Note that Jews did not speak to 

Samaritans who  (1) were half 

Jews, (2) followed an altered 

Torah, and (3) had a temple to 

Yahweh on Mount Gerazim, an 

unbiblical location for the temple. 

Their knowledge of God only 

included the Torah (and an altered 

one at that), so they were 

effectively cut off from the 

knowledge of Salvation (the 

coming Messiah), who would arise 

from the Jewish people (4:22). 

 

× For one to know of Godôs gift to 

man and the real  identity of Jesus 

is to recognize oneôs need for the 

living water Jesus gives (4:10-14). 

V The living water Jesus gives  

        is later identified as the Holy     

        Spirit (7:38). 

V The living water Jesus offers 

people truly satisfies their 

spiritual thirst (4:13-14). 

× When the woman asked Jesus 

about what constitutes correct 

worship, Jesus told the woman of a 

time  when acceptable worship 
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prophet, the woman asks Him 

whether Gerazim or Jerusalem is the 

right place to worship (19-20) 

b. Jesus tells her the time is coming 

when they will worship God on 

neither mountain (21) 

 He tells her Samaritans worship 

God in ignorance, but the Jews 

in knowledge because salvation 

is from the Jews (22)  

 Soon the ñtrue worshippersò 
will worship the Father in Spirit 

and Truth (23) 

 God is Spirit (24);  His 

worshippers must worship in 

Spirit and truth  

5. Jesus tells the woman that He is 

the Messiah, the Christ (4:25-26)  

6. The disciples were amazed that 

Jesus was talking to a woman 

(4:27) 

7. The Samaritan woman tells the 

men in her city to come see the 

Christ (4:27-30) 

a. When urged to eat, Jesus tells them 

He has food they donôt know about 

(31-32) 

 They think he is talking about 

physical food (33) 

b. He tells them His food is to do 

Godôs will and accomplish Godôs 

work (34) 

c. Jesus tells them the field is ready 

to be harvested, and the reaper is 

already gathering fruit (35-36) 

 ñFruit for life eternal ò 

d. Jesus tells them that He has sent 

them to reap what others have 

labored for (37-38) 

8. The Samaritans believe that 

Jesus is the Savior (4:39-42) 

a. Many Samaritans believe in Jesus 

because of the womanôs testimony 

(39) 

b. Jesus stays two days with the 

Samaritans (40) 

c. Many more Samaritans believe 

because of Jesusô word (41) 

 The Samaritans come to believe 

Jesus is the ñSavior of the 

worldò (42) 

would no longer be based upon a 

location such as the Jerusalem 

temple or the Gerazim temple, but 

on a  worship in Spirit and in Truth 

(4:21-24). 

 

The teaching about worshipping in 

Spirit and Truth is made more clear by 

noting that : 

1. Godôs fundamental nature is Spirit, 

worship of God must be in Spirit (it 

seems that worship with oneôs inner 

Spirit/heart or possibly through the 

Holy Spirit is being contrasted with 

physically based worship which is in 

temples and by location) (4:24).  

2. Jesus Himself is the truth (14:6), 

Godôs word is truth (17:17), and one 

must worship God in the way Godôs 

word commands.  

3. The Samaritans were worshipping 

God in ignorance and thus, not in 

truth, since their Bible was distorted 

and shortened, including only the first 

5 books of the OT (4:22).  

 

× There is a difference between true 

worshippers of the Father and false 

worshippers (4:23; see Mt. 15:8-

9). 

× Following the womanôs discussion 

of the Messiah who would 

ñdeclare all things to us,ò Jesus 

affirmed that He is that person, the 

Christ (4:25-26).   

× As a result of Jesusô break with 
social custom to speak to the 

Samaritan woman, that woman in 

turn helped many Samaritans from 

the city of Sychar to believe in 

Christ (4:9, 27-30, 39-42). 

V Jesus was able to use a ñwild 

womanò who had had five 

husbands to be a mouthpiece 

for salvation to her people 

(4:17-18, 39-42)! 

× As with the Samaritan woman, the 

disciples did not immediately 

grasp Jesusô spiritual teaching 

about food because they were 

thinking in physical terms (4:32-

33). 

× While an esteemed Jewish 

religious leader didnôt grasp Jesusô 

message -ñhow can these things 

be?ò (3:9), the hated Samaritans 
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did grasp the message, confessing 

that, ñwe have heard for ourselves 

and know that this One is indeed 

the Savior of the worldò (4:42). 

× Jesus said that His sustenance 

came from doing and 

accomplishing the work of God 

(4:34), probably to mean that to 

live man needs, even more 

fundamentally than physical food, 

to hear and obey Godôs word (see 

Deut 8:3). 

× Jesusô discussion about food and 

the harvest is set directly in the 

middle of Jesusô experience with 

the Samaritans, making the harvest 

apply here to the Samaritans, not 

to the normal grain harvest which 

was still four months away (4:7-

42). 

 

Consider that the work of the Apostles 

was the finishing work of what others 

had already started, probably referring 

to the OT prophets, John the Baptist, 

and possibly Jesus Himself (4:36-38). 

All Christian workers should rejoice 

together as workers for the same Lord, 

even though their specific duties and 

tasks may differ (4:36). 

John 4:43-54 

 

Healing of the 

officialôs son 

1. Jesus goes to Galilee (4:43-45) 

a. Jesus testifies that a prophet has no 

honor in his own country (43-44) 

b. The Galileans receive Jesus 

because they saw the miracles he had 

done at the feast (45) 

2. Jesus heals a man at Capernaum 

while at Cana (4:46-54) 

a. A royal official begs Jesus at Cana 

to come heal his son at Capernaum 

(46-47) 

 Jesus tells him that unless 

they see signs they wonôt 

believe (4:48) 

b. The official tells Jesus to come, 

but Jesus says ñgo, your son livesò 

(49-50a) 

c. The man believes Jesusô word, and 

later finds out the son was healed the 

same time Jesus spoke (50b-52) 

d. So the man and his whole 

household believed (53) 

Jesus ïa Prophet 

Without Honor 

 

Galileans  

 

A Royal Official 

ïbelieves in Jesus 

with His whole 

household 

 

The Son of the 

Royal Official 

 

 

× The presence or absence of faith in 

the person of Jesus as discussed 

many times in the gospel of John 

(3:16-18; see also 5:24; 6:40; 7:38; 

8:24; 10:25-28; 11:25-26; 14:1, 10-

11; 20:31) is clearly noted in this 

account of Jesus not being honored 

in his home country of Galilee, but 

only accepted because of the 

miracles He had done, whereas in 

Samaria He was accepted and 

believed in because of His words 

(4:44, 48). 

V Jesus mentions that the 

Galileans (plural ñyouò in 

the Greek) will only believe 

if they see signs, but Jesus 

later tells Thomas that 

ñBlessed are they who did 

not see, and yet believedò 

(4:48; 20:29). 

V The official from 

Capernaum believed Jesus 

because of His word, and 

then the text mentions that 

He and his whole household 
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believe again when they 

realize the miracle that was 

done (4:50-53). 

× The healing of the officialôs son at 
Capernaum is the second of seven 

pre-resurrection signs in the book 

of John. 

1. Water into wine (2:1-11) 

2. Healing of the officialôs son 

at Capernaum (4:46-54) 

3. Healing of the lame man at 

the pool of Bethesda (5:1-9) 

4. Feeding of the 5,000 (6:6-13) 

5. Walking on water (6:19-21) 

6. Giving sight to a man born 

blind (9:1-7) 

7. Raising of Lazarus (11:1-44)  

John 5:1-47  

 

Jesus heals a 

man on the 

Sabbath 

 

 

Jesusô 

authority 

questioned 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesusô 

authority 

established 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Jesus heals a man who was sick 

for 38 years (5:1-9) 

a. Jesus tells the man to pick up his 

pallet and walk (8) 

b. The man immediately became 

well, picked up his pallet, and walked 

(9) 

2. Jews persecute Jesus for healing 

on the Sabbath (5:9b-16) 

a. The Jews question the healed man 

for carrying his pallet (9b-10) 

b. The man tells them Jesus, his 

healer, told him to carry his pallet 

(11-15) 

c. Jesus tells the man to stop sinning 

so that nothing worse will happen to 

him (14) 

d. The Jews persecute Jesus for doing 

this on the Sabbath (16) 

3. Jesus authority is from the 

Father (5:17-47) 

a. Jesus tells them He is working 

because His Father is working (17) 

 At this the Jews wanted to kill 

Jesus, claiming that He was 

breaking the Sabbath, and  

making Himself equal to God 

by calling God Father (18)  

b. Jesus tells them the Son only does 

what He sees the Father doing. 

 The Father loves the Son--

shows Him what He is doing 

and will show Him greater 

works so ñyouò will marvel 

 The Son gives life like the 

Father (21) 

 The Son has been given 

judgment by the Father (22) so 

Jesus 

 

A man sick for 38 

years 

 

The Jews 

 

The Father 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

× The healing of the man lame for 38 

years is the third of seven pre-

resurrection signs in the book of 

John. 

1. Water into wine (2:1-11) 

2. Healing of the Officialôs son 
at Capernaum (4:46-54) 

3. Healing of the lame man at 

the pool of Bethesda (5:1-9) 

4. Feeding of the 5,000 (6:6-13) 

5. Walking on water (6:19-21) 

6. Giving sight to a man born 

blind (9:1-7) 

7. Raising of Lazarus (11:1-44) 

× In telling the man to stop sinning, 

Jesus warned that sin brings 

calamity worse than physical 

conditions such as paralysis (5:14; 

see Mt. 5:29-30). 

× Jesusô healings were complete, 

immediate, and undeniable (5:9). 

 

Given that Jesusô miracles were 

always immediate, it is interesting to 

look ahead to Markôs account and note 

one miracle that departed slightly 

from the norm in that Jesus takes the 

blind man outside the city away from 

the people, performs the miracle in 

two steps, and tells the man to go 

home rather than back to the city.  

Mature Bible students should be 

encouraged to think about this miracle 

and some possible reasons why its 

circumstances may have varied from 

the norm (see Mark 8:22-25). 

 

× Rather than recognize the clear 

divine approval of Jesus by the 
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Witness that 

Jesus is from 

God 

        all will honor the Him as they      

        honor the Father (23) 

c. Whoever hears Jesus and believes 

God (24): 

 Has eternal life 

 Does not come into judgment 

 Passes out of death into life  

d. Now and in the future the dead 

will receive life when they hear the 

voice of the Son of God (25-29) 

 The Father has given the Son to 

have life in Himself (26) 

 The Father gave the Son 

authority to execute Judgment 

(27) 

 Donôt marvel about this (the 

man who was healed or the 

elevated place of the Son) for in 

the future the dead will rise to 

life or judgment: (28-29) 

4. Jesusô judgment is just because 

it is a reflection of Godôs will (5:30) 

5. Jesus enumerates the Witnesses 

that He is sent from God (5:31-47) 

a. Witness of John (31-35) 

b. Witness of works [miracles] (36) 

c. Witness of the Father through 

scripture (37-47) 

 The scriptures testify about 

Jesus and eternal life in Him 

(38-40) 

 They cannot believe when they 

seek glory from men and not 

God (41-44)   

 If they do not believe Moses 

writings they will not believe 

Jesus (45-47) 

  

miracles He did through Godôs 

power, the Jews charged Jesus 

with breaking Godôs law (5:9-12, 

15-16). 

× Jesusô answer to the charge of 
breaking the Sabbath is that He is 

simply doing what God has shown 

Him and thus is acting with Godôs 

authority and approval (5:17, 19-

20; see also Mt. 12:1-14). 

× The Jews response to Jesusô 
statement that God is His Father 

indicates that Jesus was claiming 

unity with God (5:18), as does 

Jesusô statement that all should 

honor the Son just as they honor 

the Father (5:23). 

 

Note that there are differing roles 

between the Father and Son as the 

relationship of Jesus to the Father is 

one of dependence on the Father and 

obedience to His will, while the 

relationship of the Father to the Son is 

one of love for the Son, disclosure of 

Himself to the Son, commitment of all 

judgment (or authority) to the Son, 

and consideration that the Son should 

be honored just as God the Father is 

honored (5:19-23). 

 

× Faith in Christ brings one from a 

state of judgment and death to a 

state of lifeïeternal life (5:24). 

× Just as God raises the dead, Jesus 

gives eternal life to those who hear 

His voice (5:21, 24-25; see 1 John 

3:14). 

V In the OT, God was the 

possessor and giver of life 

(Gen. 2:7; Deut. 8:3; Job 

10:12, 33:4), but God has now 

also made Jesus the possessor 

and giver of life (5:26). 

 

The NT speaks of eternal life as a 

present possession as well as a future 

possession, so that when a believer is 

baptized into Christ, he is at that 

moment raised with Christ to have 

spiritual life (Col. 2:12-13).   

 

× John, writing under inspiration, 

taught hat eternal life (not being 

condemned) with God requires 

both hearing and believing the 
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word (5:24) and having done good 

rather than evil (5:29-30). 

× In 5:31-47 there seems to be three 

witnesses who testify that Jesus 

was sent from the Father: 

V John the Baptist (31-35), 

V the Miracles Jesus did (36), 

V and the witness of the Father 

through the OT scriptures 

(37-47). 

× John, as important as he and his 

works were, was not the ultimate 

testimony concerning Jesus; the 

testimony of the Father through 

miracles and the scriptures was 

greater (5:31-37). 

V The Jews studied scripture in 

great depth and detail, but 

since they did not recognize 

that scripture ultimately bore 

witness to Jesus, they 

demonstrated that they really 

did not have Godôs word in 

their hearts, that they did not 

love God, and that they did 

not believe Moses (5:39-42, 

46-47). 

V The Jews scripture searching 

was apparently only a part of 

their efforts to receive glory 

from people ïa false motive 

which is incompatible with 

belief (5:41-44; see also Mt. 

6:1). 

John 6:1-51 

 

Miracles and 

teaching about 

true sustenance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus walks on 

water 

 

Jesus, the 

bread of life 

1. Jesus feeds five thousand (6:1-

14) 

a. A crowd follows Jesus to the other 

side of the Sea of Galilee because of 

the signs he performed (1-2) 

b. Jesus feeds five thousand people 

with five loaves and two fish (3-11) 

 Jesus gave thanks before 

distributing the bread (11a) 

c. There were 12 baskets full of food 

left over afterward (13) 

d. The people recognize Jesus as the 

Prophet who was said to come into 

the world (14) 

2. Jesus went to the mountain 

alone so the people would not make 

Him king by force (6:15) 

3. Jesus walks on water (6:16-21) 

4. Jesus proclaims, ñI am the bread 

of lifeò (6:22-51) 

a. The crowds go to Capernaum by 

boat seeking Jesus (22-25) 

Jesus ïThe bread 

of Life 

 

Jesusô Disciples  

 

A crowd of 5,000  

 

 

× The Feeding of the 5,000, the 

fourth of seven central miracles; 

and Jesus walking on water, the 

fifth of seven central miracles in 

John give insight into Jesusô 

identity as the one who (like God 

giving manna in the wilderness 

and parting the Red Sea) feeds 

Godôs people in the wilderness and 

has power over the sea (6:10-21). 

1. Water into wine (2:1-11) 

2. Healing of the officialôs son 

at Capernaum (4:46-54) 

3. Healing of the lame man at 

the pool of Bethesda (5:1-9) 

4. Feeding of the 5,000 (6:6-

13) 

5. Walking on water (6:19-21) 

6. Giving sight to a man born 

blind (9:1-7) 

7. Raising of Lazarus (11:1-44) 
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b. Jesus tells them they came  not 

because of the signs but because they 

were fed (26) 

 Jesus says to work for food 

from the Son of man that gives 

eternal life (27) 

c. They ask Jesus what kind of works 

they should do(28) 

 Jesus tells them to believe in the 

One God has sent (29) 

d. They ask for a sign like Mosesô 

giving of manna so that they can 

believe (30-31) 

 Jesus tells them about true 

bread from heaven that gives 

life to the world (32-33) 

e. They ask for this bread (34) 

 Jesus tells them He is the bread 

of life (35-40, 48-51)  

f. The Jews grumble when Jesus says 

He came from heaven (41-42)  

 Jesus responds by telling them 

more about His coming from 

the Father and their dependence 

on Him for learning this (43-47)  

 

× There is no limit to the spiritual 

nourishment that Jesus gives His 

followers, just as everyone ate as 

much of the physical food as they 

wanted with more left over (6:11-

13). 

V The over abundance of 

physical food supplied in the 

feeding of the 5,000 relates 

to Jesus spiritual statement 

that, ñhe who comes to me 

will not hungerò (6:35). 

× Jesusô practice of giving gratitude 

to God for the food  is one that 

should be practiced by all in 

realization that everything is from 

God (6:11). 

× Given the miracles and teachings, 

the people begin to see that Jesus 

was the long awaited Prophet 

spoken of by Moses as (6:14; see 

also 1:14; see Deut 18:15): 

V John denied that he himself 

was the prophet (1:21),  

V The woman at the well saw 

that Jesus was a prophet and 

the Christ (4:19, 29), and 

V The people confess that Jesus 

is the Prophet who Moses 

spoke of (6:14-15). 

 

Jesus seems to be calling Himself the 

divine name ñYahweh,ò translated ñI 

am.ò The Greek of, ñIt is I; do not be 

afraid,ò is the same wording as is used 

in Jesusô later óI amô statement, ñI tell 

you the truth, before Abraham, I amò 

(6:20; for other ñI amò statements, see 

Ex. 3:14, John 6:35; 9:5; 10:7; 10:11; 

11:25; 14:6; 15:5). 

 

× Jesus said the crowdôs motive for 
following Him was that they 

would receive physical food while 

following Him; but Jesus told them 

to  seek the food that gives eternal 

life: Jesus Himself (6:26-27, 32-

35). 

× As many do today, the people 

asked Jesus what deeds they could 

do to gain eternal life, but Jesus 

said the fundamental work of God 

is to have faith in, to trust, Jesus 

(6:28-29). 

V As always, biblical faith/trust 

is the type of faith that obeys 
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Jesus (Mt. 7:21), follows 

Jesus (Luke 14:26-27), keeps 

Jesusô word (14:15, 23). 

× ñI am the bread of lifeò is the first 
of seven ñI amò statements in the 

book of John which tell the 

fundamental nature of Jesusô 

identity as well as show His divine 

status as the ñI am,ò as God did of 

Himself  in Ex. 3:14 (6:35): 

1. ñI am the bread of lifeò 

(6:35). 

2. ñI am the light of the worldò 

(8:12).  

3.  ñI am the doorò (10:7). 

4. ñI am the good Shepherdò 

(10:11). 

5. ñI am the resurrection and 

the lifeò (11:25).  

6. ñI am the way, the truth, and 

the lifeò (14:6). 

7. ñI am the vineò (15:5).   

 

It should be noted that there are two 

other statements in John where Jesus 

uses the ñI amò language--ñBefore 

Abraham was born, I AMò (8:58) and 

ñYou say rightly that I am a kingò 

(18:37).  The first of these given as 

evidence of His eternal nature and the 

second responding to the Jewish and 

Roman inquiries regarding the nature 

of His kingship; therefore, these differ 

in purpose from the seven ñI amò 

statements cited above.   

 

× A personôs coming to faith in 
Christ is not initiated by a work of 

man or a plan conjured up by man 

but requires Godôs work (6:44; see 

also Rom. 10:17; Rom. 5:8; Rom. 

8:29-30). 

V While man has the 

responsibility to accept or 

reject salvation (Heb. 3:12-15; 

2 Peter 1:10; Rev. 22:17), it is 

the power of God through His 

word and the Holy Spirit (1 

Tim. 2:1-4) that is able to 

draw people toward belief in 

Jesus (Rom. 10:17; John 16:8-

10).  

× John says that every person who 

hears and understands (truly 

grasps) the teaching that God the 

Father teaches comes to Jesus 
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(6:45); unfortunately, the opposite 

is true also as seen in the cases 

cited below. 

V Judas as well as those of 

Jesusô disciples that stopped 

following after the Flesh and 

Blood statement had not 

received real understanding 

from God (6:65-66). 

V Apparently the crowd who 

Jesus fed had not yet learned 

and been taught by God since 

they had seen Jesus but did 

not believe (6:36).  

V The Jews in 5:38-47 knew 

scripture, but werenôt truly 

taught of God (they had not 

truly grasped Godôs word) or 

they would have recognized 

Jesus. 

V Some in Jerusalem believed, 

but they were apparently not 

taught of God or they would 

have confessed Jesus (2:23-

3:2; 12:42-43).  

John 6:52-71 

 

Becoming 

partakers in the 

flesh and blood 

of Christða 

difficult lesson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peterôs 

expression of 

faith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judas is 

described as a 

devil 

1.  Jesus tells them they must eat 

His flesh and drink His blood (53-

59) and they find this very difficult to 

comprehend  (60) 

h. Jesus further explains this difficult 

lesson to His disciples (60-65) 

 Many of his disciples grumble 

about the flesh/blood statement 

(60) 

 Jesus asks if they would 

stumble if they saw Him 

ascending to heaven (61-62) 

 Jesus says that the words He 

spoke concern spirit and not 

flesh (63) 

 Jesus knew those who didnôt 
believe including His betrayer 

(64-65) 

2.  Peterôs confession of faith (66-

71) 

 When many stop following 

Jesus, He asks them if they 

want to leave too (66-67) 

 Simon confesses that: they have   

   no one else to go to, Jesus has    

   words of eternal life, and the He   

   is the Holy One of God 

3.  Jesus reminds them that He 

chose them, but one of them is a 

devil [Judas] (70-71) 

Jesus 

 

The Jews 

 

Many of Jesusô 

Disciples 

 

The Twelve 

(Simon Peter 

speaks for them) 

× Jesusô flesh and blood makes 
fellowship possible between the 

believer and Jesus (6:56). 

V Jesusô flesh and blood and the 

sacrifice thereof  is what  

sustains eternal life (6:53-55). 

V After Jesus shed His blood 

and was resurrected, the 

gospel of John notes a 

deepening of fellowship as 

Jesus was able to call His 

disciples ñbrethrenò who 

share one ñFatherò (20:17). 

× The 12 who had apparently been 

taught of God and were drawn to 

Jesus understood the one 

fundamental thing necessary to 

sustain faith: that whatever 

difficulties they might have with 

accepting Jesusô teachings, He was 

the one from God who had the 

words of eternal lifeé there is no 

other option (6:67-69). 

× Though it may not have been clear 

to Jesusô disciples, it is apparent 

that Jesus fully knew of the flesh 

and blood sacrifice He would 

undergo (6:54-58), His ascent and 

glorification (6:62), and His 

betrayal by one of His own (6:64, 

70-71). 
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John 7:1-52  

 

Jesus goes to 

Judea to attend 

the Feast of 

Tabernacles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus teaches 

in the Temple 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Jesus secretly goes to the feast of 

Booths in Judea (7:1-10) 

a. Jesus was staying in Galilee 

because the Jews of Judea wanted to 

kill Him  

b. Jesus brothers tell Jesus to show 

himself at the feast 

 Jesus brothers didnôt believe in 
Him (5) 

c. Jesus tells His brothers that His 

time has not yet come (6 and 8) 

 The world cannot hate Jesusô 

brothers (7a) 

 The world hates Jesus because 

He testifies that its deeds are 

evil (7b) 

d. After His brothers left for the 

feast, Jesus also went up secretly (9-

10) 

2. The Jews were looking for Jesus 

and the crowds were arguing about 

Him (7:11-13) 

3. Jesus enters the temple to teach 

(7:14-36) 

a. The Jews are astonished that Jesus 

can teach them without being 

education (15) 

b. Jesus answers that His teaching is 

from the One who sent Him (16-18) 

 If someone wants to obey God, 

he will know whether Jesus 

teaching is from God or not 

(17) 

 Jesus seeks the Fatherôs glory, 
not His own (18a) 

 There is no unrighteousness in 

Jesus (18b) 

c. Jesus asks them why people who 

donôt keep the law would want to kill 

Him (19-24) 

 The crowd says that Jesus has a 

demon and asks, ñWho is trying 

to kill you?ò (20) 

 If they circumcise on the 

Sabbath to do right, why cannot 

Jesus heal on the Sabbath? (21-

23) 

 Jesus says to judge with 

righteous judgment (24) 

d. Some reason that Jesus cannot be 

the Christ because: (25-27) 

 The rulers donôt know He is the 

Christ (26) 

 Nobody will know where Christ 

is from (27)   

Jesus 

 

Jesusô brothers ï 

as unbelievers 

 

 

The World ï hates 

Jesus but loves 

unbelievers 

×  ñThe worldò in John seems to be 

those who are alienated from God 

because of sin (1:9-11; 3:16-17; 1 

John 5:19). 

× The reason the world hated Jesus 

was because He opposed  the evil 

practices of the world (7:7; see 

also 3:19-20; 8:23; 2 Tim. 3:12). 

× Jesusô own brothers did not believe 
in him now, but they would later 

(7:5; Acts 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:7 and 

Matt. 13:55). 

V James, the brother of Christ, 

became an important leader in 

the church at Jerusalem (Acts 

15:13; Gal. 2:9).  

V Jesusô brother Judas is likely 
the author of the NT book of 

Jude and may have been an 

important church leader as 

well (See Jude 1; James 1:1; 

Mt. 13:55) 

× Jesus went to the feast, but not in 

the way (publicly) or at the time 

(immediately) that his brothers 

thought appropriate for one 

making the claims Jesus was 

making.   

V It seems that Jesus knew by 

divine knowledge what was 

needed to show himself 

without being killed 

prematurely (John 7:1, 3-10, 

14, 25-26). 

V Twice in John, Jesus went in 

secret, not because of fear but 

so that the purpose of His 

mission would not be 

prematurely aborted (6:15; 

7:10). 

× There was intense confusion over 

Jesusô identity in Jerusalem: 

leaders wanted to kill Jesus, some 

people thought Jesus was a ñgood 

man,ò while others thought Jesus 

was leading people astray; 

however, after hearing the power 

of Jesusô words many believed in 

Him to the point that the argument 

shifted to whether Jesus is ñthe 

Prophetò and ñthe Christò (7:12, 

31, 40-42). 

V Even the men sent to arrest 

Jesus didnôt dare touch Him 

after hearing Him speak (7:45-

46)! 
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The leaders 

seek Jesusô life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Differences 

about Jesusô 

identity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support by 

Nicodemus 

 

 

 

e. Jesus says they know where He is 

from, but He is also sent from One 

who they do not know (28-29) 

 They were trying to seize Him, 

though His hour had not yet 

come (30) 

f. Many believed Jesus, realizing the 

Messiah would not do any more 

signs than Jesus did (31) 

4. The Pharisees and Chief Priests 

send officers to seize Jesus (7:32-

53) 

a. Jesus says that in a little while He 

will go to the One who sent Him (33) 

 They cannot come where He 

will be (34) 

b. The Jews do not understand, 

suggesting that Jesus will go to teach 

the Greeks (35-36) 

c. On the last day of the feast Jesus 

cried: 

 ñIf anyone is thirsty, let him 

come to me and drinkñ (37) 

 Rivers of living water will flow 

from the one who believes in 

Jesus (38) 

 

Note that by ñliving waterò Jesus 

meant the Holy Spirit which had not 

yet been given (39) 

 

d. The crowd is divided concerning 

Jesus (40-43), some 

 Said He is the Prophet (40) 

 Said He is the Christ (41a) 

 Said the Christ comes from 

Bethlehem and not Galilee 

(41b-42) 

 Wanted to seize Jesus, but 

nobody did (43-44) 

e. The Phariseesô hypocrisy is 

pointed out (45-53) 

 The officers do not arrest Jesus 

because they never heard 

anyone speak the way Jesus 

spoke (45-46) 

 The Pharisees remark that no 

leaders believe in Jesus, but 

only those ignorant of the law 

(47-49) 

 Nicodemus (a leader who 

believed 3:1-2) remarks that by 

law a person is not judged 

without first hearing from him 

(50-51)  

× Christians are commanded to make 

judgments between right and 

wrong throughout scripture (7:24; 

Matt. 7:6, 15-18, 1 Cor. 5:11-12, 1 

John 4:1; 2 John 9-11), but our 

judgments must be based on true 

righteousness (which is Godôs 

point of view) and not outward 

appearances.  

V The accusation that Jesus 

broke the law by healing a 

man on the Sabbath.  Like the 

allowance for circumcision on 

the Sabbath, it was actually 

good and righteous for Jesus 

to heal a man on the Sabbath 

(7:22-23).   

V Jesusô knowledge came 
directly from God rather than 

man (7:16). 

× Those who sincerely wanted to 

please God and do His will 

recognize the truth about Jesusô 

identity (7:17). 

V In breaking the law by trying 

to murder Jesus, the Jews 

showed that their aim was not 

really to please God; thus their 

rejection of Jesus was an 

automatic symptom of a 

deeper heart problem (7:17, 

51). 

V Some attempted to disqualify 

Jesus from being Messiah 

because of their belief that the 

Messiah would come from a 

place that nobody knew and 

they thought they knew where 

He was from; however, Jesusô 

tells them that He came God 

(7:27-29). 

V Jesus was moving toward a 

specific time when he would 

die according to Godôs plan; 

His death would not be forced 

upon him at a time appointed 

by man (7:30, 44; 10:17-18). 

× Although many wanted to kill 

Him, on the last day of the feast 

Jesus strongly appealed to the 

(7:37-39; 8:12). 

V Jesus cried, ñIf anyone is 
thirsty, let him come to me 

and drinkò at the feast of 

booths, during which a water 

ceremony was held to 
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 They suggest Nicodemus is 

Galilean also and that no 

prophets come from Galilee 

(52) 

 

Note that Jonah was from Galilee -2 

King 14:25. 

 

 

symbolize the water brought 

from the rock to satisfy Israel 

in the wilderness (Num. 

20:10-11); In revealing 

Himself to be Israelôs source 

of water in the desert, Jesus is 

taking upon Himself the 

identity of the ñI amò who 

gave water to Israel in the 

desert (8:37). 

× The response of the Pharisees and 

Chief Priests to those who 

wouldnôt arrest Jesus and the 

crowd that believed in Jesus is 

ironic in that: 

V They attributed the crowdôs 

belief to their ignorance of the 

law when in their own 

disregard for the law they 

intended to kill Jesus without 

a fair trial (7:32, 51). 

V They demonstrated their own 

ignorance of the law by saying 

that no prophet comes from 

Galilee when Jonah came 

from Galilee (7:52; see 2 

Kings 14:25). 

V When they argued that no 

Pharisees have believed a 

believing Pharisee named 

Nicodemus came to Jesusô 

defense (7:48-51 see also 3:2; 

19:38-42). 

John 8:1-59 

 

 

An adulterous 

woman is 

brought to 

Jesus 

 

 

Jesus, the light 

of the world 

 

Jews challenge 

the testimony 

of Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Jesus does not condemn a 

woman caught in adultery (8:1-11) 

a. Jesus tells the one without sin to 

throw the first stone (7) 

b. Jesus doesnôt condemn her, but 

tells her to stop sinning (11) 

2.  Jesus proclaims, ñI am the light 

of the worldò (8:12) 

a. The Pharisees discount Jesusô self 

testimony 

 Jesusô testimony is true, but 
because their judgment is 

worldly they donôt recognize 

Jesus (14-15a) 

 Jesus is not judging, but if He 

does judge it is true because the 

Father is with Him in it (15b-

16) 

 Jesusô self testimony + the 
Fatherôs testimony satisfies the 

lawôs requirement (17-18) 

b. They ask where Jesusô Father is 

(19a) 

Jesus 

 

The woman 

caught in adultery 

 

The Scribes and 

Pharisees 

 

The disciples of 

Jesus 

× The test of the adulterous woman 

illustrates the heart problem of the 

Pharisees: they did not really seek 

to learn the truth or to uphold the 

law by bringing the woman before 

Jesus; they sought to break the law 

by killing Jesus (8:6). 

 

 In bringing the adulterous woman to 

Jesus (8:6), the scribes and Pharisees 

placed Jesus under a dilemma: either 

He would break the law of Moses by 

neglecting the punishment (Lev. 

20:10; Deut. 22:22) or He would 

publicly advocate disobedience to the 

Romans who did not allow Jews to put 

people to death without approval (see 

18:31). 

 

× Jesus does not forgive people so 

that they can go on sinning but 

rather so that they will put away sin 

and begin a new life (8:11). 
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Jesus talks of 

going away 

where His 

opposition 

cannot go 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The truth gives 

freedom  

 

 

 Jesus says they know neither 

Him or his Father (19b) 

c. Nobody seized Jesus because His 

time had not yet come (20) 

d. Jesus remarks that they cannot 

come where Jesus is going, but they 

will die in their sin (21) 

 The Jews wonder if Jesus 

means to kill Himself (22) 

e. Jesus is from above, they are of the 

world (23) 

 They must believe that ñI amò 
or die in their sins (24) 

f. They ask Jesus, ñwho are you?ò 

(25a) 

 Jesus is what he has said from 

the beginning (25b) 

 He has more things to judge 

concerning them that he heard 

from the Father (26) 

g. They donôt understand that Jesus is 

talking about the Father (27) 

 They will know Jesus ñI amò 
when they lift Him up, 

especially as He declares that 

everything He does and says is 

just what the Father, who is 

with Him, tells Him (28-29) 

  Many come to believe in Jesus 

(30) 

3. Jesus teaches believers that the 

truth of His word frees people  

from sin (8:31-59) 

a. True disciples of Jesus continue in 

His word (31) 

 This leads to knowing the truth 

and becoming free (32) 

b. The Jews claim they are free 

descendants of Abraham and have 

never been slaves (33) 

 Jesus says that the Son will 

make them free from their 

slavery to sin (34-36) 

4. Being a descendant of Abraham 

is not a test of true sonship  

a. Jesus sees and does His Fatherôs 

will, and they hear and do their 

fatherôs will also (37-38) 

 They seek to kill Jesus) (37) 

 Jesusô word has no place in 
them (37) 

b. The Jews claim that Abraham is 

their father (39a) 

 Jesus tells them that if they 

were Abrahamôs children they 

×  ñI Am the light of the world,ò is 

the second of seven ñI amò 

statements in the book of John 

(8:12).  

1. ñI am the bread of lifeò 
(6:35). 

2. ñI am the light of the 
worldò (8:12).  

3. ñI am the doorò (10:7). 

4. ñI am the good Shepherdò 
(10:11). 

5. ñI am the resurrection and the 
lifeò (11:25).  

6. ñI am the way, the truth, and 

the lifeò (14:6). 

7. ñI am the vineò (15:5).   

× Jesus could make such great claims 

about Himself as ñI am the light of 

the worldò because 

V Unlike the Pharisees, Jesus 

knew precisely who He was, 

His great origin, and His great 

destiny (8:14). 

V His judgment was Godôs 
judgment which is the perfect 

measure of clear judgment; 

Jesus did not judge with the 

untrustworthy carnal standard 

of judgment the Pharisees 

used (8:15-16). 

V Jesus was from heaven while 

humans are from the earth 

(8:23). 

V Under the law at least two 

witnesses were required for a 

personôs testimony to be 

accepted (Deut. 17:6; 19:15); 

since the Father was with 

Jesus in what He said, Jesusô 

testimony was valid (17-18). 

 

Note that the feast of booths included 

a light ceremony to symbolize the 

light that led the Israelites through the 

desert; in doing so it is likely that 

Jesus intended to convey the image of 

Himself as the pillar of fire that guided 

the Israelites in the desert, thus making 

Him the ñI Amò (8:12; see also 

Exodus 13:21).  The gospel of John 

repeatedly depicts Jesus as light that is 

life (1:4), shines on a dark world (1:5), 

enlightens the human soul (1:9), 

reveals truth and exposes sin (3:19-

20), and guides those who follow and 

believe in Him (8:12; 12:46).  
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 Jews claim 

their descent 

from Abraham 

 

 

 

Jesus seeks not 

His glory but 

that of the 

Father 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus was 

before 

Abraham 

 

would do Abrahamôs deeds -

they would not try to kill a man 

who tells them the truth (39b-

41a) 

c. The Jews claim that God is their 

Father (41b) 

 Jesus says if they were of God 

they would: (1) love Him (42), 

 (2) understand His words (43), 

 (3) believe the truth (45), and 

         (4) hear the words of God (47) 

 Jesus spells out the nature of 

their true father, the devil (44) 

         who (1) is a murderer (2) has   

         no truth in him, and (3) is the  

         father  of lies 

5.  Jesus does not seek His own 

glory (8:48-58) 

a. The Jews call Jesus a demon-

possessed Samaritan (48) 

 They dishonor Jesus when He is 

only giving honor to His Father 

(49) 

 Jesus does glorify himself (50) 

 Whoever keeps Jesus word will 

not die (51) 

b. Because Jesus promises 

immortality, the Jewôs question 

accuses Jesus of making Himself out 

to be greater than Abraham (52-3) 

 Jesus says that the one they call 

 ñGodò will glorify Him (54) 

 Jesus says they do not know 

God (55) 

 Jesus cannot deny that He 

knows God; He knows God and 

keeps his word (55) 

 Abraham looked forward to 

Jesus and was glad (56) 

c. The Jews question how Jesus can 

have seen Abraham (57) 

6. Jesus proclaims ñbefore 

Abraham was born, I amò (58) 

a. They attempt to stone Him, but 

Jesus escapes from the temple 

 

× Freedom through the truth as 

taught by Jesus is powerful in that 

it liberates people from slavery to 

sin (8:31-36).         

× Jesusô identity is exactly what His 
listeners knew He had been saying 

throughout His ministry--the Son 

of God (5:18), the Christ (4:26), 

and here the Prophet sent to speak 

Godôs judgments (8:25-28; 7:31, 

40; see also Deut. 18:15). 

× One central point of the book of 

John is that physical characteristics 

or things of mere outward 

appearance do not make one a child 

of God, but rather oneôs attitude, 

oneôs actions, and ultimately 

receiving and loving Godôs Son 

(8:37-44; see also 1:12-13). 

V All of the children of God love 

Jesus because He is Godôs 

perfect representative, while 

those who have the desires of 

Satan in their hearts are unable 

to receive Jesus because such 

motives and desires are opposed 

to the truth (8:42-47; See also 1 

John 5:2-3). 

V Those who hear and practice 

Jesusô words will never see 

death (8:51; see 2 Tim. 1:10). 

× ñBefore Abraham was born, I Am,ò 
(8:24) attributes the same divinity 

to Jesus as the seven ñI Amò 

comparison/declarations in John; 

however, it is more appropriately 

catalogued among four other ñI 

Amò statements in John that are 

not comparisons: 

V  8:24 I am the one I claim to 

be, 

V  8:27-28 I am the one who 

speaks what He was taught by 

the Father,  

V 8:58 before Abraham was 

born, I am , 

V 13:19) I am He who would be 

betrayed and crucified.  

 

In attributing deity to Himself, 

Jesus did not do so because He 

willed it; it is God the Father 

Himself who attributes Deity to 

Jesus who truly deserves and is 

worthy of such glorification (8:54-

55). 
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John 9:1-41  

 

Healing of a 

man born blind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interrogation 

of the healed 

blind man by 

Pharisees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accusation of 

Jesus by 

Pharisees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. A question concerning the cause 

for a manôs blindness (9:1-5) 

a. Jesus disciples ask whether the 

man himself or his parents sinned to 

cause his blindness (2) 

b. Jesus answers that the man was 

blind so Godôs works might be 

displayed in him (3) 

 Jesus then says they must work 

these works before the time 

comes when nobody can work, 

i.e.-the ñnightò (4) 

 During Jesusô time in the world 

He is the light of the world (5) 

2. Jesus heals the blind man (9:6-7) 

a. Jesus rubs spit clay onto the manôs 

eyes and commands him to wash in 

the pool of Siloam (6-7a) 

b. The man washed and was healed 

(7b) 

3. The man is interrogated by 

neighbors (9:8-12) 

a. He didnôt know where Jesus went 

(12) 

4. The man is interrogated by the 

Pharisees (9:13-17) 

a. The Pharisees do not believe 

because  ñHe does not keep the 

Sabbathò (16a) 

b. Others remark that a sinner could 

not do such a sign as this (16b) 

c. When the Pharisees ask what the 

man thinks about Jesus, he answers 

that He is a prophet (17) 

5. The manôs parents are 

interrogated by the Pharisees 

(9:18-23) 

a. The Pharisees didnôt believe the 

man was blind until the parents 

verify (18-20) 

b. But for fear the parents do not say 

how he was healed, but tell them to 

ask the son (21-23) 

 The Jews had agreed to put 

anyone out of the synagogue 

who confessed Jesus as Christ)  

6. The Pharisees call both Jesus 

and the man sinners (9:24-34) 

a. The Pharisees tell the man to tell 

the truth because they know Jesus is 

a sinner (24) 

 The man confesses only that he 

was blind but now sees (25) 

b. When asked what had happened 

(26), the man asks why they want to 

hear the story again and whether they 

Jesus 

 

The disciples 

 

A man born blind 

 

The manôs parents 

 

The Pharisees 

 

 

× Jesus did not accept the commonly 

held idea of the day that diseases 

such as blindness are always a 

direct curse from God for sinful 

behavior (9:1-3); however, Jesus, 

as other inspired writers,  

acknowledged that sin does bring 

about catastrophe, sickness, and 

death (4:14; Deut. 28:15-48; Gen. 

2:17; Rom. 6:23).  

× The opportunity for Jesus and His 

disciples to advance His 

miraculous earthly ministry as the 

ñlight of the worldò was limited to 

His lifetime (day); the great earthly 

ministry of Jesus would not be 

repeated (9:4-5). 

× Jesusô giving of sight to the man 
born blind is the sixth of seven 

central miracles in John and is  

explanatory of Jesusô identity as 

the light of the world, giving  

spiritual sight and guidance to 

people who are in spiritual 

darkness (9:5-7). 

1. Water into wine (2:1-11) 

2. Healing of the officialôs son 

at Capernaum (4:46-54) 

3. Healing of the lame man at 

the pool of Bethesda (5:1-9) 

4. Feeding of the 5,000 (6:6-13) 

5. Walking on water (6:19-21) 

6. Giving sight to a man born 

blind (9:1-7) 

7. Raising of Lazarus (11:1-44) 

× In saying, ñgive glory to God; we 

know that this man is a sinner,ò the 

Pharisees were trying to get the 

man born blind to deny that Jesus 

had healed him (9:24). 

V Rather than cave in to the 

pressure, the man confessed 

the truth that Jesus indeed was 

the one who healed him (9:25). 

× In rejecting Jesus, the religiously 

educated Pharisees demonstrated 

that they were spiritually blind and 

needed someone to teach themðan   

ironic fact that is seen when the 

man who was once a blind beggar 

teaches them that their ignorance of 

Jesusô origin reflects more upon 

them than upon Jesus (9:29-34). 

× The progression of the healed 

manôs journey to faith was from 

blindness (9:1), to recognition that 
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Healed man 

confesses 

belief in Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

want to become His disciples too?ò 

(27) 

c. The Pharisees remark that they are 

disciples of Moses because they 

know God has spoken to him, but 

they donôt even know where Jesus 

came from (28-29) 

 The man remarks that Jesus 

could not have opened his eyes 

if God if he werenôt from God 

(30-33) 

  The Pharisees respond that he 

was born in sin and should not 

teach them (34) 

 They put him out of the 

synagogue  

7. When Jesus finds the man who 

was healed and talks with him, the 

man confesses belief in Jesus and 

worships Him (9:35-37) 

8. Jesus came so that the blind will 

see and the seeing will become 

blind (9:39-41) 

a. The Pharisees ask if they are blind 

also (40) 

 Jesus answers that their claim to 

sight precludes their innocence 

(41) 

Jesus is from God (9:17), to 

identification as a disciple (9:27), 

to persecution by the world (9:34), 

to confession of belief in Jesus 

(9:38), to worship of Jesus (9:38).  

 

John 10:1-21  

 

The good 

shepherd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesusô unity 

with the Father 

 

 

1. Parable of the Good Shepherd 

(10:1-5) 

a. There is only one door into the 

sheepôs fold (1-2) 

 Whoever enters another way is 

a thief and robber 

 The One who enters through the 

door is a shepherd 

b. The Shepherd calls the sheep by 

name and they follow Him (3-4) 

 Because they know his voice 

c. The sheep do not follow a stranger 

because they donôt know his voice 

(5) 

d. The people donôt understand (6) 

2. Jesus explains that ñI am the 

door;ò ñI am the Good Shepherdò 

(10:7-18) 

a. Jesus is: 

 ñI am the doorò through which 

people can be saved and ñfind 

pastureò (7-10) 

 The source of abundant life 

(10b) 

 ñI am the good shepherdò who 

gives His life for the sheep (11) 

 ñI am the good shepherdò who 

Jesus ïthe Good 

Shepherd 

 

The Sheep  

 

A Stranger ï

thieves and 

robbers 

 

Other Sheep of a 

different fold 

 

The Father 

 

The Jews ïMany 

of whom come to 

believe in Jesus, 

others of whom 

try to stone Jesus 

 

× Jesus is the perfect and ideal 

religious leader, unlike many of the 

self serving deceitful religious 

leaders of Israelôs history who had 

no personal stake in taking care of 

Godôs people; Jesus truly cares for 

His followers because they are His 

own, even to the extent that He 

gave His own life for their well 

being (10:1-3, 7-15). 

 

Note that a sheepôs fold in ancient 

Israel consisted of a field surrounded 

by four high stone walls with only one 

door to protect sheep at night from 

predators; Jesus compared the sound 

protection of the fold and the shepherd 

to the protection, care, and true 

spiritual nurture that only comes from 

following Jesus (10:9). See also, 

Ezekiel 34, for an interesting and 

informative prophetic statement 

regarding shepherds and sheep, 

contrasting good and bad shepherds. 

 

× Jesusô death was not forced upon 

Him by the power of Satan; it was 
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knows His sheep (and they 

Him) like He knows the Father 

and the Father knows Him (14-

15) 

b. All who came before Jesus are 

thieves and robbers: (8; see also 

Ezekiel 34) 

 Whom the sheep did not hear 

(8) 

 They come to steal, kill, and 

destroy (10) 

 They are hired hands who are 

not truly concerned for the 

sheep (12-13) 

c. Jesus will bring other sheep ñnot of 

this foldò who will hear His voice 

and come to be one flock with one 

shepherd (16) 

d. The Father loves Jesus because He 

lays down His life on His own 

initiative (17-18) 

 And Jesus also has authority to 

take up His life again 

 Some of the Jews say Jesus is 

insane and demon possessed 

(20) 

 Others cannot equate Jesusô 
teachings and healings with 

demon possession (21) 

by Godôs plan and Jesusô own will 

that He died (10:18). 

×  ñI am the door of the sheepò is the 

third of seven ñI amò declarations 

in Johnðidentifies Jesus as the 

only path through which a person 

can obtain salvation and spiritual 

security (10:7, 9).  and ñI am the 

Good Shepherdò is the fourth of 

seven ñI amò declarations in 

Johnðidentifies Jesusô as the 

Israelôs perfect religious leader by 

His willingness to protect and give 

of Himself for the health and well 

being of Godôs people (10:11-13). 

1. ñI am the bread of lifeò 

(6:35). 

2. ñI am the light of the worldò 

(8:12).  

3. ñI am the doorò (10:7). 

4. ñI am the good Shepherdò 
(10:11). 

5. ñI am the resurrection and the 

lifeò (11:25).  

6. ñI am the way, the truth, and 

the lifeò (14:6). 

7. ñI am the vineò (15:5).   

John 10:22-42 

 

Jesus explains 

that some are 

not His sheep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Jews are 

angered with 

Jesus 

 

 

 

1. Jesus explains to some Jews that 

they are not of His sheep (10:22-29) 

a. Jesus was in the Portico of 

Solomon at the Feast of the 

Dedication (22-23) 

b. The Jews ask Jesus to tell them 

plainly if He is the Christ (24) 

c. Jesus reminds them that He told 

them and the works in His Fatherôs 

name testify, but they do not believe 

because they are not of His sheep 

(25-26) 

 Jesus sheep hear His voice and 

follow Him 

 Jesus knows them and gives 

them eternal life 

d. Nobody can take Jesusô sheep 

from His hand (28) 

e. Nobody can take the sheep from 

the Fatherôs hand (29) 

f. ñI and the Father are oneò (30) 

2. The Jews try to stone Jesus 

(10:31-39) 

a. Jesus asks for which miracle are 

they stoning Him (32) 

 They answer: because Jesus 

Jesus 

 

Jews ï some 

believing and 

some not 

believing 

 

 

× Jesusô indication of another fold of 
sheep shows that His self giving 

care for His followers would not be 

extended to Jews only, but He had 

intentions of drawing all people to 

be part of one group that follows 

Him (10:16; see 12:32). 

× The people of God (Jesusô sheep) 
have perfect security because they 

are under Jesusô (the true 

shepherdôs) protection (10:28; see 

also Rom. 8:37-39).  

× Statements of Jesusô deity were 
difficult for people to accept; but 

the miraculous signs Jesus did were 

more than enough to demand belief 

in Jesusô claims (10:25, 34-38).  

× Jesus declares that ñI and the 
Father are one, ñcausing the Jews 

to want to stone Him (10:28-31). 

 

Note that Jesusô declaration of 

oneness with God is in the neuter 

gender, which is best translated that 

Jesus and the Father are ñone thingò 

rather than one person.  Jesus and the 
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Many believe 

in Jesus 

makes Himself out to be God 

(33) 

b. If the Law called human rulers 

Gods, Psalm 82:6, why is it 

blasphemy for the one sent from God 

to call Himself the Son of God (34-

36) 

c. Jesus tells them that if they wonôt 

believe Him, at least believe because 

of the miracles (37-38a) 

 So they will understand the 

Father is in Jesus and Jesus in 

the Father (38b) 

 Jesus eludes their grasp 

3. Many remember Johnôs earlier 

witness and believe in Jesus (10:40-

42) 

Father (God) are separate beings, but 

work toward the same objective in 

everything, a result of each being in 

the other (10:28-38; see Col. 2:9). 

 

× The purpose of Johnôs testimony 
was fulfilled in verse 10:41, in 

which many believed in Jesus 

because of Johnôs testimony (see 

also 1:19-27). 

John 11:1-57  

 

The raising of 

Lazarus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus death 

plotted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus, the 

resurrection 

and the life 

1. Jesus raises Lazarus from the 

dead (11:1-44) 

a. Mary and Martha sent to tell Jesus 

that Lazarus was sick (1-3) 

 When telling Jesus, they refer to 

Lazarus as, ñhe whom you 

loveò (3) 

b. Jesus stalls two days before He 

leaves, foretelling that Lazarus 

sickness will glorify the Son of God 

(4-6) 

 Jesus ñloved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarusò (5) 

c. When Jesus disciples remind Him 

that the Jews of Judea want to kill 

Jesus, He gives a parable relating to 

doing Godôs will ( walking in 

daytime/light) (7-10) 

d. Jesus tells the disciples He must 

wake Lazarus from sleep (11-14) 

 Jesus refers to death as sleep* 

 Jesus is glad Lazarus died so 

that they will have opportunity 

to believe (15) 

e. Thomas is prepared to die with 

Jesus (16) 

f. Martha tells Jesus that if He had 

been there Lazarus would be alive, 

however she confesses trust that God 

will give whatever Jesus asks (17-22) 

g. Jesus tells her that Lazarus will 

rise again (23) 

 Martha thinks that Jesus means 

the resurrection at the end of 

time (24) 

2. Jesus tells Martha, ñI am the 

resurrection and the lifeò (11:25-

27) 

Jesus 

 

Mary 

 

Martha 

 

Lazarus 

 

The Disciples 

 

Jews of Judea 

 

The Father 

 

Pharisees 

 

Chief Priests 

 

Caiaphas ïThe 

high priest 

 

× It is likely that the statement about 

walking in the day was intended to 

inform the worried disciples that 

Jesusô life and ministry (the day, 

see 9:4) was a limited but definite 

time frame that would not be 

interrupted or ended prematurely 

by a plot of the Jews; however, 

they also needed to know that this 

time frame had to be taken 

advantage of while it existed (11:9-

10).  

× While John gives the reader a 

startling picture of Jesusô divinity 

as the Son of God (8:56; 10:30), 

Jesusô love for Lazarus, Martha, 

and Mary, and especially His tears 

at Lazarusô death, give the reader a 

glimpse into the very real humanity 

of Jesus (11:3, 33-36). 

× Jesusô raising of Lazarus is the 

second time in John that a sickness 

is mentioned as being used for 

Godôs glory(11:4). 

V However, Jesus would also be 

glorified by the raising of dead 

Lazarus because it gave 

evidence more than any other 

miracle that Jesus was from 

God ïfor only God can give 

life (11:4, 40-42). 

× Jesus and the early Christian 

church often referred to physical 

death as ñsleepò (11:12; 1 Thess. 

4:14; Acts 7:60; 1 Cor. 15:6), a 

state which would be followed by a 

reawakening.   
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a. Whoever believes in Him lives 

even if he dies (25-26) 

 Jesus asks Martha if she 

believes 

b. Martha confesses that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, the one who 

comes into the world (27) 

c. Mary tells Jesus that if He had 

been there Lazarus wouldnôt have 

died (32) 

d. Jesus is moved to tears when He 

sees everyone weeping for Lazarus 

(33-36) 

e. Some suggest that if Jesus had 

been there He could have kept 

Lazarus from death (37) 

f. Lazarus is raised (38-44) 

 Jesus reminds Martha that He 

told her if she believed she 

would see the glory of God (40) 

 Jesus thanks the Father aloud 

for hearing Jesus so that those 

standing around Him would 

believe (41-42) 

 Jesus commands Lazarus to 

ñcome forth,ò and Lazarus 

comes out of the tomb (43-44) 

g. Many of the Jews who saw this 

believed (45) 

3. The Pharisees and chief priests 

conspire to kill Jesus (11:46-57) 

a. They reason that if they donôt stop 

Jesus and His signs, all will believe 

and the Romans will take away their 

nation (47-48) 

b. Caiaphas says it is necessary that 

one person die for the nation (49-52) 

 Caiaphas earlier prophesied 

Jesus would die for the nation 

and Godôs children scattered 

abroad-but he himself 

misunderstands the prophecy 

(51-52) 

c. They determine to kill Jesus (53) 

d. Jesus avoided the Jews at that 

point (54) 

e. At the Passover, people were 

wondering whether Jesus would 

come, while the Pharisees and Chief 

Priests demanded they be informed if 

He arrives so they could seize Him 

(55-57) 

Consider that Jesusô promise to the 

thief on the cross that ñtoday you will 

be with me in paradiseò (Lk 23:43), 

the parable of the rich man and 

Lazarus existing in states of paradise 

and torment immediately after death 

(Lk 16:22-24), and Paulôs statement 

that it would be better to ñdepart and 

be with Christò (Philippians 1:23) 

seem to negate the idea that the 

euphemism for death, ñsleep,ò 

indicates a state of unconsciousness or 

ñsoul sleepò until the resurrection; 

rather, ñsleepò seems to counter the 

idea that death is the ultimate end of 

life and/or it refers to the appearance 

of the physical body until resurrection 

(11:12-14). 

 

× By waiting for two days rather than 

attending to the situation 

immediately, Jesus allowed a faith 

challenging situation to occurð 

Lazarusô deathðt hat would 

ultimately culminate in an 

opportunity for greater faith (11:6, 

15, 21, 32).  

× ñI am the resurrection and the lifeò 
is the fifth  of eight ñI Amò 

declarations in the gospel of John; 

this statement identifies Jesusô 

greatest attribute as deity, that He 

is and has power over death 

(11:25).  

1. ñI am the bread of lifeò (6:35). 

2. ñI am the light of the worldò 

(8:12).  

3. ñI am the doorò (10:7). 

4. ñI am the good Shepherdò 

(10:11). 

5. ñI am the resurrection and 

the lifeò (11:25).  

6. ñI am the way, the truth, and 

the lifeò (14:6). 

7. ñI am the vineò (15:5).   

× The raising of Lazarus is the 

seventh and final sign in John; the 

resurrection of a dead man, is also 

the greatest of the signs, as Jesusô 

identity is revealed to be the One 

who not only gives life, but is ñthe 

resurrection and the lifeò (11:25, 

43-44). 

1. Water into wine (2:1-11) 

2. Healing of the officialôs son at 

Capernaum (4:46-54) 
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3. Healing of the lame man at the 

pool of Bethesda (5:1-9) 

4. Feeding of the 5,000 (6:6-13) 

5. Walking on water (6:19-21) 

6. Giving sight to a man born 

blind (9:1-7) 

7. The raising of Lazarus 

(11:1-44) 

× The raising of Lazarus caused 

many in this region (close to 

Jerusalem) to believe, however the 

very same sign also caused the 

chief priests and Pharisees to 

harden in their unbelief to the point 

of plotting His murder (11:45-57). 

× Rather than reason that, óif Jesus 
really is from God as His miracles 

prove (at this point they all 

accepted the validity of His 

miracles! 11:47) and if all people 

really do come to believe in Him, 

God will be able to protect us from 

the Romans,ô they show that they 

really fear the Roman government 

more than they trust God (11:47-

53). 

John 12:1-

13:50  

 

Mary anointed 

he feet of Jesus 

with expensive 

perfume 

 

 

Objection by 

Judas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus supports 

the deed of 

Mary 

 

 

Plans by chief 

priests to kill 

Lazarus 

 

Jesus is hailed 

ñKing of 

Israelò as He 

enters 

1. Mary anoints Jesus (12:1-8) 

a. Jesus was at a supper in Bethany 

with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus (1-

2) 

b. Mary anointed and wiped the feet 

of Jesus with her hair and perfume 

(3)[for similar occurrences see Matt 

26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9, Luke 7:36:50] 

2. Judas Iscariot objected to the 

anointing by Mary, but his 

intentions are questionable: (4-6) 

 One of Jesusô disciples 

 Was intending to betray Jesus 

 Asks why the perfume was not 

sold to feed the poor 

 He was a thief who carried the 

money box and pilfered from it 

3. Jesus supports Mary,  saying to 

ñleave her  aloneò (7) 

 The poor will remain with 

them, but Jesus will not (8) 

4. The chief priests planned to put 

Lazarus to death also because many 

were believing Jesus because of him 

(9-11) [see 11:53] 

5. Jesus is hailed ñthe King of 

Israelò as He enters Jerusalem 

(12:12-19) 

a. People cry out ñHosanna,ò  

Mary 

 

Martha 

 

Lazarus 

 

Jesus 

Judas ïJesusô 

betrayer 

 

The Chief Priests 

 

Many Jews ï

believers because 

of the raising of 

Lazarus 

 

A Large Crowd ï 

hailing Jesus as 

the Messiah 

 

The Pharisees 

 

Some Greeks 

 

Philip and 

Andrew ïbringing 

others (Greeks) to 

Jesus (see 1:45) 

× There is a sharp contrast in the 

loving attitude and actions of Mary 

and the false motives demonstrated 

by Judas who while doing 

something that  on the surface had 

an appearance of righteousness, but   

is actually despicable (12:4-8). 

× Jesus was aware of and in control 

of His impending death (12:7-8, 

23-28a). 

V Up until this point in John it 

was said that Jesus was not 

killed because His hour or 

time ñhad not yet comeò (2:4; 

7:6; 7:30; 8:20); the plan of 

God for Jesusô death is near 

to being fulfilled when Jesus 

announces, ñthe hour has 

comeò (12:23). 

× Judasô treachery in Jesusô death 

shows a defect in His character; 

Judas was a thief who stole from 

His closest companions (12:6). 

× Many of the common people who 

saw Lazarus when he was raised 

did what was logical: they believed 

that Jesus was who He said He was 

because the miracles proved His 

claims. 

× What the leaders did can only be 
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Jerusalem 

 

Jesus speaks to 

Greeks at their 

request 

 

Believers and 

unbelievers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus appeals 

to the crowds 

to believe  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Jesus is called ñKing of Israelò 

c. Jesus enters Jerusalem riding on a 

young donkey 

d. Palm branches are used to pave the 

roadway 

6. Jesus tells some Greeks about 

His coming death (12:20-36)  

a. The analogy of a kernel of wheat 

falling to the ground and dying in 

order to produce many seeds is used 

by Jesus to explain the need for His 

death 

b. Jesus tells the people ñMy Father 

will honor the one who serves meò  

7. Scriptures are fulfilled by the 

unbelief of many in Israel (12:36-

43) 

a. The eyes of many had been 

blinded (speaking figuratively to 

their unbelief) 

b. On the other hand, many believed 

including some leaders 

c. A voice from heaven spoke, 

expressing the glorification of the 

name of the Father (28) 

d. Isaiah is 53:1 and 6:10 are quoted 

as fulfilled by the unbelief of those 

who saw the miraculous signs but 

still did not believe (37-40) 

8. Jesus appeals for belief in Him 

(12:44-50) 

explained by a problem with their 

hearts: they sought to kill the one 

who by Godôs power could raise 

the dead as well as the one who 

was raised by Godôs power (12:9-

11). 

× Zechariah 9:9 was fulfilled in 

Jesus, who was humble enough to 

ride on a donkey (as opposed to a 

magnificent war horse), though He 

was Israelôs true King (12:15) 

× When the people said ñHosannaò 
they were saying ñsave us.ò  By 

saying, ñblessed is He who comes 

in the Name of the Lordò the 

people were hailing Jesus as one 

who has come by Godôs authority 

(12:13). 

V This warm and excited 

reception of Jesus by the 

people as the Lordôs Messiah 

is contrasted with the religious 

leaders who either could not 

receive Jesus because their 

hearts were too hard or 

believed but were afraid to 

confess (12:37-43). 

× Jesus compared His impending 

death and resurrection to a seed 

which must die before it can bear 

fruit; in the same way, a person 

who wishes to bear fruit for God, 

have eternal life, be with Christ for 

eternity, and be honored by God 

must let his/her own personal 

ambitions and desires die in 

exchange for a life of service to 

Christ (12:23-26). 

× The humanity of Jesus was made 

evident by His experience of stress 

and anxiety in the face of suffering, 

but His desire to glorify God 

overcame His stress (12:27-28). 

× God approved of Jesusô life giving 
course of action by speaking from 

heaven (12:28). 

 

Note that this is the 3
rd
 occurrence 

recorded in the gospels in which God 

gave audible approval to Jesusô 

ministry (see also Mark 1:11 and 

Mark 9:7). 

 

× Just as Isaiahôs ministry hardened 
the hearts of Israel, Jesusô 

preaching and ministry hardened 
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the hearts of the religious leaders 

until they lost the ability of 

judgment to believe in Jesus 

(12:37-40). 

× The end of Jesusô public ministry 

in John is an appeal for belief in 

Him; in this appeal Jesus 

summarizes some main elements of 

His public ministry in John (12:44-

50): 

V To believe in God one must 

believe in His perfect 

representative, Jesus (12:44-

45). 

V Jesus came to guide a world 

out of darkness (46). 

V Jesus came to save the world, 

but if people donôt obey His 

words theyôll be judged by His 

words, since they were from 

God (47-49). 

V The Father has spoken the 

commandment which brings 

eternal life through Jesus (50). 

John (13:1-17) 

 

Jesus eats His 

last Passover 

meal with his 

closest 

disciples 

 

 

 

Jesus washes 

the feet of the 

disciples 

1. Jesus eats the Feast of the 

Passover with His disciples (13:1-3) 

a. Jesus knew His hour had come to 

depart to the Father  

b. The Father had given all things 

into His hand 

 That He had come from and 

was now returning to God 

2. Jesus shows the full extent of His 

love by washing the disciplesô feet 

(13:4-20) 

3. Jesus explains the foot washing 

as an example of humility and 

service to the disciples (13:12-17) 

Jesus 

 

Jesusô Disciples 

 

Peter as 

spokesperson for 

the disciples 

× Whereas the first 12 chapters of 

John focus on Jesusô public 

ministry, chapters 13-17 address a 

more private ministry of Jesus with 

his closest disciples during which 

He teaches important lessons of 

humility and service (John 13-17). 

 

Note that chapters 13-17 seem to take 

place during the Passover Feast at 

which the Lordôs Supper was 

instituted (See Matt. 26:20-35; Mark. 

14:12-31; Luke 22:1-38). 

 

× The very first thing Jesus taught 

His disciples before His death and 

departure was an example of 

humble service for them to follow 

(13:12-15). 

V What is especially important 

about this act by Jesus is that 

while performing the lowliest 

form of service available He 

was completely aware of His 

divinity and identity as the 

One from God with ultimate 

authority over the very people 

He was serving (13:1-5). 

V The picture of service Jesus 

gives His disciples is made 

even clearer by Jesus stripping 

His clothes down to the garb 
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of a servant (13:4). 

× If Jesus, who is rightfully teacher 

and Lord, humbly serves those 

lower than himself, His disciples 

should be willing to perform the 

most menial tasks for one another 

(13:12-17; see also Luke 22:24-

27). 

John 13:18-14 

 

Prediction of 

Jesusô betrayal 

 

Love one 

another--a new 

commandment 

 

 

 

Prediction of 

Peterôs denial 

1. Jesus predicts His betrayal by 

Judas (13:18-30) 

2. Jesus predicts His glorification 

and departure and leaves His 

disciples with a new commandment 

(13:31-35) 

a. Jesus tells the disciples to love one 

another as He has loved them (34) 

3. Jesus predicts Peterôs denial 

(13:36-38) 

 

 

Jesus 

 

Jesusô Disciples 

 

Judas 

 

Peter 

× Judasô decision to betray Jesus was 
not a decision made on His own; 

Judas was under the influence of 

Satanôs will (13:27). 

× Jesus reveals the reason for the 

urgent last instructions given in 

chapters 13-17 when He tells the 

disciples that very soon He will 

leave the world while they will stay 

in the world (13:33). 

× The first commandment Jesus gave 

His disciples after telling them of 

His imminent departure is that they 

should love each other in the same 

sacrificial, giving, humble way that 

Jesus loved (13:34-35). 

 

Sacrificial, service-oriented, 

communal love one of the 

fundamental identifiers of Christian 

disciples (13:35; see also Rom. 13:8-

10).  This concept of Christian love 

does not negate obedience to Jesus, 

but rather demands and enables it (see 

14:15, 21; 15:12-14; 1 John 5:2-3; 

Rom 13:8-10). 

 

× God was glorified through Jesusô 
death and its saving results for His 

creation, while Jesus was glorified 

by being resurrected and placed at 

the right hand of God (13:31-32); 

in both cases the term ñglorifiedò 

means to be recognized or put into 

a state of power or authority that 

deserves awe. 

× Peter had the opportunity to 

demonstrate his full commitment to 

Jesus, but instead he proved that he 

was not yet ready by His denial of 

Jesus (13:38). 

 

It is important to note that the 

impulsive Peter that is seen in the 

Gospel accounts later became a pillar 

in the church and, according to church 

tradition, was later martyred by 

crucifixion; however, rather than 
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undergo normal crucifixion, so says 

tradition,  Peter was crucified upside 

down at his own request since he did 

not consider himself worthy to receive 

the same crucifixion as Jesus. 

John 14:1-14 

 

Many rooms in 

the Fatherôs 

house 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesusðthe 

way, the truth, 

and the life 

 

 

Oneness of 

Christ and the 

Father 

1. Jesus reassures His disciples 

(14:1-6) 

a. Jesus tells His disciples to not to 

be troubled/to trust in Him and His 

Father (1). 

b. Jesus assures his disciples that He 

is going to: 

 Prepare a place for them in His 

Fatherôs house (2) 

 Come again to bring them to be 

with Him there (3) 

2. Thomas tells Jesus that they do 

not understand where Jesus is 

going nor the way to get there (5) 

3. Jesus tells Thomas, ñI am the 

way, and the truth, and the lifeò 
(6), thus the way to the place He is 

preparing in Godôs house is 

exclusively through Jesus 

4. Jesus explains the implication of 

His oneness with the Father (14:7-

11) 

a. To know Jesus is to know the 

Father (14:7-9). 

b. Jesusô miracles are ample evidence 

that Jesus dwells in the Father and 

vice versa (14:11). 

 Jesus words are not His own, 

but the Fatherôs (14:10).  

5. As a result of Jesusô going to the 

Father, believers will do the 

miracles (and greater ones than 

[perhaps a hyperbole]) Jesus did 

(14:12). 

a. Any request made in the name of 

Jesus will be granted for the purpose 

of glorifying the Father (14:13-14) 

 

The closest 

disciples 

 

Jesus ïthe Way, 

the Truth, the Life 

 

The Father 

 

Thomas  

 

Philip 

 

 

× The remedy for a troubled heart is 

trust in Jesus (14:1). 

× Jesus wants to be with His 

followers in heaven (14:1-4). 

× ñI Am the way, and the truth, and 
the life,ò is the sixth of seven ñI 

Am ñdeclarations in John; this 

statement identifies Jesus 

exclusively as the single divine 

source of everything man needs to 

find God, to know God, and to live 

forever with God (14:6). 

1.  ñI am the bread of lifeò (6:35). 

2. ñI am the light of the worldò 
(8:12).  

3. ñI am the doorò (10:7). 

4. ñI am the good Shepherdò 
(10:11). 

5. ñI am the resurrection and the 
lifeò (11:25).  

6. ñI am the way, the truth, and 
the lifeò (14:6). 

7. ñI am the vineò (15:5).   

× What is known about Jesus is a 

direct revelation and an exact 

image of Godôs character (14:7-10; 

see also Heb. 1:3). 

× While Jesus started this comfort 

talk in chapter 14 by admonishing 

His disciples to believe in God and 

ñalso in meò (14:1), now Jesus 

provides the reasoning behind this 

dual belief: Jesus and the Father 

are a unity (14:7-11); since the 

Father and the Son are completely 

united in purpose, belief in one 

requires belief in the other. 

× After Jesus resurrection believers 

have great access to great power 

through prayer in Jesusô name 

(14:13-14). 

V Prayers made ñin the name of 
Jesusò are not simply requests 

followed by the phrase ñin the 

name of Jesus;ò a prayer made 

in Jesusô name is a prayer that 

is also in accord with His 

authority, purpose, and will 

(14:13-14; see 1 John 5:14). 

V Believers are guaranteed that 

the Father will answer prayers 
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made in accordance with His 

will; therefore, believers 

should be bold in prayer 

(14:12-14; 1 John 5:14). 

 

John 14:15-31 

 

Connection 

between love 

and keeping  

Godôs 

command-

ments 

 

At Jesusô 

request, the 

Father will 

send the Spirit 

as a Counselor 

 

 

 

Jesus promises 

not to abandon 

his followers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus speaks 

the words of 

the Father 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The spirit will 

come as 

another 

Counselor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Jesus defines His future 

relationship with the disciples 

through the coming Spirit (14:15-

31). 

a. Any love the disciples have for 

Jesus will be proven by keeping His 

commandments (14:15) 

b. Jesus will ask the Father to send 

the advocate, the Spirit of truth 

(14:16) 

 The world cannot recognize the 

Spirit and therefore canôt 

receive Him while the disciples 

can because He is with them 

and will be in them (14:17) 

c. Jesus promises not to abandon the 

disciples but will come back to them 

(14:18-24) 

 The world will not see Jesus 

anymore but the disciples will 

see Jesus (18) 

 Because of Jesusô life after the 
resurrection the disciples will 

have life (19) 

 Just as Jesus and the Father 

mutually indwell one another 

Jesus and His disciples will 

mutually indwell one another 

(20-21) 

d. Judas asks why Jesusô self-

disclosure is exclusive to the 

disciples (14:22-24).  

 Jesus discloses Himself to 

whoever loves Him by keeping 

His words, saying whoever 

does not love Jesus does not 

keep His words and that  Jesusô 

words are not His words, but 

the Fatherôs words 

2. Jesus spoke some things with the 

disciples, but the Spirit will teach 

them ñall thingsò and help them 

remember Jesusô teachings (14:25-

26) 

 The Holy Spirit is a helper who 

will come to the disciples (26) 

a. Jesus leaves peace with the 

disciples that the world cannot give, 

so they should not be disturbed 

(14:27) 

Jesus 

 

The Holy Spirit ï

Helper, Counselor 

 

Judas ïnot 

Iscariot 

 

The prince  of this 

world (Satan)  

 

× Love for Jesus cannot be separated 

from obedience to Him; in order to 

love Jesus one must obey Him 

(14:15- 24; 15:10; see also14:27 

and Philippians 4:7). 

× The Holy Spirit is characterized by 

truth (14:17). 

V One purpose of the Holy Spirit 

was to bring the Apostles to a 

full understanding of Godôs 

revelation, which Jesus had 

already begun to do (14:26). 

V Another purpose of the Holy 

Spirit in the early church was 

to remind the Apostles of the 

things they learned from Jesus 

while He was with them 

(14:26). 

× It seems that Judas (not the 

betrayer) expected Jesus to 

publicly show himself as the 

Messiah and leader of Israel 

(14:22-23),  but Jesus chose to 

show Himself to the world by (1) 

His love for the Father and (2) 

obeying His Fatherôs command, 

including dying on the cross 

(14:27-31; see also Philippians 

4:7). 

× Satan as prince of this world was 

the ruler of the world (those 

alienated from God), but He had no 

power over Jesus (14:30). 

× Jesus showed His love for the 

Father by doing what the Father 

commanded (14:31). 
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The coming of 

the prince of 

this world 

b. Jesus reminds them that He will 

leave and come to them again (14:28) 

c. If the disciples had loved Jesus 

they would have been happy for His 

departure to the Father (14:28) 

d. The Father is greater than Jesus 

(14:28) 

e. Jesus told them beforehand so that 

they would believe when it happened 

(14:29) 

3. The prince of this world is 

coming, so Jesusô time to teach is 

short (14:30). 

 The worldôs ruler has nothing in 
Jesus (30b) 

4.  Jesus obeys the Fatherôs 

command so that the world will 

know Jesusô love for the Father 
(14:31). 

John 15:1-

16:15 

 

Jesusô 

discussion of 

the vine and 

the branches 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love among 

believers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Jesus describes His future 

relationship to the disciples using 

an illustration of the vine and 

branches (15:1-11) 

a. Jesus declares, ñI am the true 

vine,ò (15:1) 

b. The Father is the vinedresser 

(gardener) (15:1) 

 The Father removes unfruitful 

branches from the vine and 

prunes the fruitful to bear even 

more (2) 

2. Disciples are to remain in Jesus, 

and vice versa (15:4) 

a. Disciples (branches) cannot bear 

fruit without being in Jesus (the vine) 

and Jesus being in them (15:4-5) 

 The one who mutually abides in 

Jesus bears much fruit (15:5) 

b. Whoever doesnôt remain in Jesus 

is thrown away and burned as a 

branch (15:6) 

c. The Father is glorified by the 

disciples bearing much fruit (15:7) 

 Fruit born is the proof of 

discipleship (15:8) 

3.  Jesus had loved the disciples 

just as the Father loved Him (15:9) 

a. By keeping Jesusô commandments 

disciples remain in Jesusô love 

(15:10) 

b. By keeping the Fatherôs 

commandments Jesus remains in the 

Fatherôs love (15:10)  

 

 

Jesus ïthe True 

Vine 

 

Jesusô Disciples ï

branches 

 

The Father 

 

The World ï

disciple haters 

 

The Spirit ï

convicts the 

world, guides the 

disciples into 

truth 

× ñI Am the true vineò is the seventh 
and final ñI Amò statement in John; 

this statement identifies Jesus as 

the only and necessary source for a 

discipleôs ability to effectually 

have spiritual life and accomplish 

Godôs work (bear fruit) (15:1-5). 

1.  ñI am the bread of lifeò 

(6:35). 

2. ñI am the light of the worldò 
(8:12).  

3. ñI am the doorò (10:7). 

4. ñI am the good Shepherdò 
(10:11). 

5. ñI am the resurrection and the 
lifeò (11:25).  

6. ñI am the way, the truth, and 
the lifeò (14:6). 

7. ñI am the vineò (15:5).   

× It was universally understood 

among Jesusô audience that grape 

branches must stem from a strong 

central vine (which may be twenty 

years old or more) and they must 

be pruned of undesirable limbs and 

fruits for large healthy grapes to 

form (15:1-8). 

V In the same way, 

identification with Jesusô by 

belief in and obedience to 

Him and the molding of 

character that God 

accomplishes through that 

connection to Jesus is 

absolutely necessary for 

Christians to produce the fruit 

(results) that come from a 
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The worldôs 

hatred for 

believers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note that the preceding statements  

are intended to produce joy in the 

disciples to the full (15:11)  

 

4.  Jesus describes the future 

relationship of the disciples to each 

other with a commandment to love 

one another (15:9-17) 

a. Disciples must love each other in 

the same way that Christ loved the 

disciples (15:12) 

 The greatest type of love is to 

give oneôs life for his friends 

(13) 

b. Friendship with Jesus is contingent 

upon obedience to Jesus (15:14) 

5. Jesus disciples are now His 

friends rather than slaves since, 

unlike slaves, the disciples now know 

the Fatherôs doings (15:15) 

a. the disciples didnôt choose Jesus, 

Jesus chose them to bear fruit that 

would remain (15:16) 

 So that requests in Jesus name 

will be answered by the Father 

(16) 

6. Jesusô command is that disciples 

love one another (16:17) 

7. Jesus describes the future 

relationship of the world to the 

disciples by warning that they will 

be hated by the world (15:18-16:4) 

a. Since the world hated and 

persecuted Jesus, the world will also 

hate His disciples (15:18-20) 

 The world will hate the 

disciples because they are not 

of the world (19) 

b. They will be persecuted because of 

the name of Jesus (15:20) 

 Because they donôt understand 
Jesusô origins from God (20b) 

c. If Jesus had not spoken to the Jews 

they would have had an excuse for 

sin, but He came and spoke to them, 

taking away their excuse (15:22) 

d. Hating Jesus equals hating the 

Father (15:23) 

e. If Jesus had not done original 

miracles they would not have been 

guilty of sin, but they saw and still 

hated Jesus and the Father (15:24) 

f. Their hate fulfills scripture (15:25; 

see Psalm 35:19) 

g. The Holy Spirit, whom Jesus will 

send from the Father to the disciples, 

Godly life (15:1-8; see Rom. 

13:8-10). 

× In John, bearing fruit seems to 

mean producing the accompanying 

results that can only come from a 

godly character or the fruit of new 

believers through evangelism 

(15:2, 16; 4:35-38), which can be 

summed up in the command, ñlove 

one anotherò (15:12).  

 

 In other NT books bearing fruit is also 

described as maintaining righteous 

character, attitude, and actions in 

general (see Gal. 5:22-23; Luke 3:8-

14).  

 

× Jesus is the source of life and love 

for the church; the Father is the one 

who maintains, purifies, and molds 

the character of the church so that 

it may effectively perform its work, 

while Christians do the work of the 

church by remaining in (following) 

Jesus (15:1-9).  

× Jesus loves His disciples, but 

Jesusô disciples must choose to 

remain in His love by keeping His 

commandments (15:10). 

× As Jesus displayed the highest type 

of love (agape) by giving His life 

for His disciples, so His disciples 

must be characterized by self-

sacrificing agape love for one 

another (15:12-14). 

× The world hated and persecuted 

Jesus; it is therefore to be expected 

that the unbelieving world will hate 

and persecute those who bear 

Christian fruit in their lives by 

imitating Jesus (15:16-27; see also 

2 Tim. 3:12). 

× The 12 apostles had a special role 

to fill in the early church as 

testifiers of Jesus because they had 

been with Jesus since the beginning 

of His ministry and had witnessed 

His life, teachings, miracles, death, 

and resurrection (15:27; 4:18; 16:5-

15; 1 John 1:1; see also Matt 

16:18-19). 

× Truth is at the heart of the Spiritôs 
roles as:  

1. An advocate or counselor, as in a 

courtroom, who will bring the 

hearts of those in the unbelieving 
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The Spirit in 

the world 

will testify concerning Jesus (15:26) 

 The disciples will also testify 

because theyôve been with Jesus 

from the beginning of His 

ministry (27) 

8. Jesus makes the disciples aware 

of the coming persecution so that 

they will not stumble when it 

happens (16:1-4) 

 People will put the disciples 

out of the synagogue (6:2) 

 These people will think they 

are pleasing God by 

persecuting the disciples (6:2) 

 The reason they will persecute 

is because they have not 

known the Father or Jesus 

(6:3)  

9. Jesus describes the future role of 

the Spirit in relation to the 

disciples and the world (16:5-15) 

a. Jesus is leaving them to go to the 

One who sent Him (16:4b-5) 

b. The disciples have not yet asked 

where Jesus is going to (16:5) 

c. The disciples are sorrowful 

because of what Jesus has said, even 

though Jesusô departure will bring 

about the Spiritôs coming (16:6-11) 

 The Spirit will convict the 

world concerning sin (9) 

 The Spirit will convict the 

world concerning 

righteousness (10) 

 The Spirit will convict the 

world concerning Judgment 

(11) 

d. The Spirit will guide the disciples 

into the all the truth that Jesus had 

taught them from the Father (16:12-

16) 

world to conviction in three areas 

(16:7-11), and  

 2. A counselor to guide the 

remaining revelation of Godôs truth 

to the Apostles (16:13). 

 

Note that the complete revelation of 

Godôs truth to man was given to the 

apostles; after the apostles died 

nobody could claim new revelation 

because the Spirit was to guide the 

apostles into all truth (16:13-16; see 2 

Pet. 1:3). 

John 16:16-33 

 

Jesus tells of 

His death 

 

 

Jesus responds 

to the apparent 

lack of 

understanding 

of the apostles 

 

 

 

1. Jesus tells of His imminent death 

and resurrection/ascension (16:16-

22) 

a. Soon the disciples will not see 

Jesus, and then they will see Him 

again (16) 

b. Jesus notices that the disciples 

didnôt understand and want to 

question Him about this (17-19) 

b. The disciples will weep, but their 

grief will be turned to joy (20) 

c. Allegory of a woman in labor 

 She has pain during labor 

(21a) 

Jesus ïone who 

overcomes the 

world 

 

Jesusô disciples 

 

The Father 

 

The world 

× Jesus statement about not seeing 

Him and then seeing Him while 

confusing  to the apostles seems to 

apply to both Jesusô death and His 

resurrection (16:5-15) or to His 

ascension and return (16:16-22).  

× The joy the believers receive by 

knowing that Jesus is resurrected is 

a joy that the world cannot take 

from them (16:20-22). 
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Grief into joy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus teaches 

about the 

comfort of 

prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus tells 

disciples that 

in the end He 

will be alone in 

His death 

 When she gives birth her pain 

is forgotten because of her joy 

over the child (21b) 

d. The disciples will have grief for a 

while, but  they will have unmovable 

joy when they see Him again (16:22) 

e. In that day the disciples will not 

question Jesus about anything 

(16:23a) 

2. Jesus describes the disciplesô 

future praying relationship to the 

Father (16:23-28) 

a. Any request made in Jesusô name 

will be granted by the Father (23b) 

b. As of yet disciples have not made 

requests in Jesusô name (24) 

a. The disciples must ask and receive 

in order that their joy may be full 

(24) 

c. Jesus will stop speaking 

figuratively and start telling them 

plainly about the Father (25) 

d. The Father will grant  requests not 

because Jesus intercedes, but because 

God Himself loves the disciples (26) 

 God loves the disciples 

because they have 

loved/believed that Jesus came 

from the Father (27) 

e. Jesus came from the Father and is 

now returning to the Father (28) 

3. Jesus predicts that His disciples 

will desert Him (16:29-33) 

a. Upon hearing Jesus speak plainly, 

the disciples confess belief that Jesus 

knows all things, is above 

questioning, and is from God (29-30) 

b. Jesus either questions whether or 

remarks that they finally believe (31) 

c. Jesus predicts that they will all 

leave Jesus alone (32) 

 But Jesus is not really alone, 

since the Father will be with 

Him (32b) 

d. Jesus spoke these things to give 

the disciples peace (33) 

 The world will bring the 

disciples distress 

 But Jesus has overcome the 

world  

 

 

 

× The concept of Jesusô believers 

praying in accord with the will of 

Christ or to accomplish the will of  

Christ is an important one (16:23-

24). 

 

In the name of Christ is more than 

merely adding, ñin the name of 

Christ,ò to oneôs prayers; it also means 

for the purpose of or with the authority 

of (16:23). 

 

× While the Father has shown His 

love for the unbelieving world by 

sending His Son to die (3:16), the 

Father has a special love for those 

who actually believe that Jesus was 

sent by Him (16:26-27).  

× Twice the disciples affirmed their 

belief in or loyalty to Jesus, and 

twice He predicted that their faith 

and resolve was not yet strong 

enough to keep them from 

abandoning Him during the 

uncertain circumstances of His 

crucifixion (see 13:37-38; 16:30-

33). 

 

It is worthy of thought that Godôs 

Grace is seen in that while Jesus 

foresaw that His disciples would fail 

the upcoming test of faith (Peter 

denied Jesus while the others 

abandoned Him ,18:25-27; Mk. 14:27-

28, 50), Jesus would strengthen and 

use these flawed men to build His 

church and someday follow Him in 

suffering (21:22; Acts 1:8). 

 

× In overcoming the worst the world 

could throw at Him (suffering to 

death), Jesus lead the way for His 

disciples to experience the peace 

that can only come to one who 

knows victory over death (16:33; 

see also 14:27; 4:6-7). 
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John 17:1-26 

 

Jesusô prayer 

for Himself 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesusô prays 

for the 

disciples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Jesus prays for Himself (17:1-5) 

including reference to: 

 the mutual glorification of 

the Father the Son 

 the authority to given to the  

        Son to give eternal life to all 

 that eternal life is the   

        knowledge of the true God,   

        the Father, and the one He     

        sent, Jesus 

 the fact that He had 

glorified the Father on earth 

by accomplishing the 

Fatherôs work  

 the Father would glorify 

Him on earth in the same 

way that they had shared 

glory before the world 

began  

2. Jesus prays for His disciples 

(17:6-19) 

a. Jesus describes the ones He now 

prays for (6): 

 The name (identity?) of God 

has been manifested to them 

 God gave these to Jesus out 

of the world 

 They have kept the Fatherôs 
word by their understanding 

that Jesusô words were from 

God  

 They received Godôs words 
through Jesus 

b. Jesus does not pray here for the 

world but for the those whom the 

Father possesses and has given to 

Him (9-10) 

c. Since Jesus is going to the Father 

while the disciples are staying in the 

world, He asks the Father to protect 

them by His name (11) 

d. During Jesusô time on earth He 

kept the disciples in Godôs name, 

except the son of perdition, and He 

wants this unity to continue (11-12) 

e. Jesus now goes to the Father and 

He speaks these things on earth so 

the disciples will have Jesusô joy (13) 

f. Jesus gave these disciples the 

Fatherôs word, and the world hates 

them (14) 

g. Jesus does not pray for their 

removal from the world, but for God 

to protect them from the evil one (15-

16) 

Jesus 

 

The Father 

 

The Disciples 

 

Future Believers 

 

The World 

× Jesusô prayer is for three groups: 

V Himself (17:1-5) 

V His disciples (17:6-19) 

V Those who believe through the 

testimony of the disciples 

(17:20-26) 

× To have eternal life one must know 

the one God by knowing Jesus, the 

only means the world has to know 

God fully (17:3; see also 1:18; and 

Heb. 1:3). 

× Jesusô motive in asking the father 
to glorify Him was not from 

selfishness but so that He could use 

His glory to glorify the Father and 

to give eternal life to those the 

Father had given Him (17:1-5).  

× Since man is saved through 

Christôs preemptive work on the 

cross, man can never claim that he 

has saved Himself or initiated His 

own salvation (17:20-25). 

× The importance of Christian unity 

is demonstrated as one of Jesusô 

last recorded requests to the Father 

before His death was that all of His 

believers would be united (17:11).  

× In this prayer Jesus named two 

fundamental ingredients needed for 

Christians to be unified: 

V People must be set apart from 

the world for Godôs holy use 

by the truth of Godôs word 

(17:17-21). 

V The presence of the Christ 

dwelling in believers (17:22-

23). 

× The section of Jesusô prayer about 
believers is summed up in three 

specific requests for believers in a 

world without Jesus: 

V That the Father keep them 

unified in the true 

understanding of Himself 

(17:11-12). 

V That He protect believers from 

Satan in a world that hates 

them (17:15-21). 

V That there be unity of 

believers so that the 

unbelieving world would come 

to know the true God (17:21-

26). 

× Just as Jesus and the Father are 

perfectly united in purpose, so all 

believers should be united, as 
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Jesusô prayer 

for those who 

will believe on 

Him 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

h. Jesus prays the Father make the 

disciples holy by the truth, which is 

the word of God (17) 

i. As God sent Jesus into the world, 

Jesus sends the disciples into the 

world as sanctified by the truth (18-

19) 

 3. Jesus prays for future disciples 

(17:20-26) 

a. Jesus also prays for those who 

believe through the disciplesô word 

to be one as He and the Father are 

one (21-22) 

b. He prays for His presence in 

believers and Godôs presence in Him 

so that those who believe will  be 

perfectly unified as He was with the 

Father (23) 

c. Jesus desires believers to be with 

Him and see the glory God gave Him 

before the creation (24) 

d. Jesus has known the righteous God 

who is unknown to the world, and the 

disciples believe that God sent Jesus 

(25-26) 

Philippians 2:2 demands: ñof the 

same mind, maintaining the same 

love, united in spirit, intent on one 

purposeò (17:21). 

× One fundamental reason that Jesus 

came to earth was to make the 

identity of God and His love 

known so that people would 

experience and practice this love 

also (17:26). 

John 18:1-11 

 

The betrayal of 

Jesus by Judas 

 

 

 

 

 

The arrest of 

Jesus 

1. Judas betrays Jesus (18:1-3) 

a. Jesus and disciples go to a garden 

in the Kidron Valley (18:1) 

b. Judas the betrayer leads soldiers, 

officers from the Chief Priests and 

Pharisees with torches and weapons 

to arrest Jesus (18:2-3) 

2. Jesus lets Himself be arrested 

(18:4-11) 

a. Jesus questions who they seek (4) 

b. The mob answers, ñJesus the 

Nazareneò (5) 

c. Jesus answers, ñI amò (6) 

d. The mob falls back on the ground 

(7) 

e. Jesus requests that His disciples be 

let go (8) 

 This fulfills Jesus earlier 

words that He did not lose any 

disciples (9) 

f. Jesus cuts off the ear of the high 

priestôs slave (10) 

g. Jesus commands Peter to put His 

sword away (11) 

h. Jesus will not refuse the cup His 

Father has given Him (12) 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus and His 

disciples 

 

Judas 

 

A Roman Cohort 

(A military unit of 

600 men) 

 

Jewish officers 

from the chief 

priests and 

Pharisees 

 

 

 

× Regarding the crucifixion and the 

events leading up to it, Jesus was 

fully aware of and, in a sense, in 

control of everything that was 

happening to Him (18:4). 

V One of Jesusô own disciples 
was betraying Him as Jesus 

prophesied (18:2; 13:21-26). 

V Peter would betray Jesus just 

as Jesus prophesied (18:25-27; 

13:38). 

V Jesusô captors seem more 
afraid of Jesus than He is of 

them (18:6). 

V Jesus later informs Pilate that 

his authority over Him only 

exists because it was given to 

him (apparently from God) 

(19:10-11). 

V When Jesus dies, the text says 

that Jesus announced the end 

of His work and, in an active 

sense, ñgave up His Spiritò 

(19:30). 

×  Jesus astonished the soldiers and 

officials from the chief priests and 

Pharisees by openly affirming His 

identity as Jesus of Nazareth (18:4-

7). 

× Although Peter was ready to follow 

Jesus the Christ, the Son of God 
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(Matt. 16:16) and risk following 

Jesus in a revolt against the Roman 

military (18:11), He was not yet 

prepared to follow Jesus the 

suffering servant (18:17, 25-27). 

× Jesusô unwillingness to have His 
servants fight for Him was based 

on : 

1. His acceptance of the plan that 

God had for the Messiah (a cup of 

suffering) rather than the plan that 

man had for the Messiah (18:12), 

and  

2. The understanding that His was 

not an earthly type of Kingdom 

that would use physical weapons 

(18:36; see Eph. 6:12). 

John 18:12-27 

 

Jesus before 

Annas,  the 

high priest 

 

Peterôs first 

denial  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus before 

Annas, the 

high priest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus before 

Caiaphas 

 

Peterôs second 

and third 

denials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Jesus is taken before Annas 

(18:12-14) 

2. Peterôs first denial of Jesus 

occurs during the events 

surrounding Jesusô arraignment 

before Annas (18:15-18) 

a. Peter had waited outside by the 

door, but was asked inside by the 

other disciple whom the officials 

knew (assumed here to be John) 

b. A girl on duty said, ñSurely you 

are another of this manôs disciples?ò 

c. Peter denied being a disciple of 

Christ (17) and continued to stand 

with others around a fire warming 

himself (18) 

3. Annas, the high priest questions 

Jesus (18:19-24) 

a. The high priest questions Jesus 

about His teaching (19) 

b. Jesus replies that He taught openly 

and that the high priest should ask 

those who heard (20-21) 

c. Jesus is struck by one of the 

officials for His response to the high 

priest (22) 

d. Jesus questions why they strike 

Him for speaking rightly (23) 

4. Jesus is sent bound by Annas to 

Caiaphas, the high priest (24) 

5. Peterôs second and third denials 

of Jesus (18:25-27)  

a. Denials occur while Peter is still 

standing by the fire warming himself  

and while Jesus is before Caiaphas  

b. Both denials are in response to 

questions of some standing with him, 

one is identified as a relative of 

Malcus, the one whose ear Peter had 

Jesus 

 

Annas, father-in-

law of Caiaphas 

who also carries 

the title of high 

priest (possibly 

due to his age and 

influence) 

concurrent with 

Caiaphas  

(Acts 4:6)  

 

Peter 

 

Caiaphas, the high 

priest 

 

 

× Jesusô answers to questions by 

Annas point out that this trial was 

unlawful on two counts: 

V Jesusô reply that Annas should 

find and interrogate those who 

witnessed His teaching 

showed that the entire trial was 

unlawful, since under law 

ñtwo or three witnessesò 

should have already been 

present to give bring charges 

rather than Jesus Himself 

(18:19-21; see Deut. 17:6). 

V  Jesus was struck for speaking 

the truth concerning the 

unlawful trial (18:22-23). 

 

Note that on another similar occasion 

Paul remarks that such a strike-before-

condemnation is contrary to the law 

(Acts 23:2-3). 

 

× After Peter saw Jesus being struck,  

he denied Him two more times, 

emphasizing his un-readiness to 

follow Jesus to suffering and death 

at this point (18:21).  

 

While Peter was not yet ready to 

follow Jesus to suffering, after the 

resurrection Jesus re-commissioned 

Peter as a shepherd of the church and 

one who would follow Jesus to death; 

in that scene Jesus asked Peter three 

times whether he loved Him -once for 

each denial (21:15-22). 
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The rooster 

crows 

cut off (18:10)  

6. After the third denial of Christ 

by Peter a rooster began to crow 
(27) fulfilling a prophecy by Jesus 

(13:38) 

John 18:28-

19:16 

 

Jesus before 

Pilate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilate 

questions Jesus 

about His 

kingship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jews prefer 

that Barabbas 

over Jesus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Jews take Jesus to the palace of 

the governor, Pilate, to be tried by 

Roman law rather than Jewish law 

(18:28-32) 

a. The Jews tell Pilate they would 

have tried Jesus if He were not a 

criminal (30), to which Pilate 

responds ñTake him yourselves and 

judge him by your own lawò (31) 

b. The Jews show their intentions by 

saying, ñBut we have no right to 

execute anyoneò (31) 

2. Pilate asks Jesus whether He is 

the King of the Jews (18:33-37) 

a.  Jesus responds to Pilate asking if 

that is his own idea or did he get it 

from others 

b.  Jesus tells Pilate something very 

important, that His kingdom is not of 

this world otherwise his servants 

would fight to prevent His arrest 

c. When Pilate responds, ñYou are a 

king, them!ò Jesus tells him ñYou are 

right in saying I am a king.ò 

d.  Jesus introduces the matter of 

truth to Pilate who responds with 

ñWhat is truth?ò 

3. The Jews prefer that Barabbas, 

a rebellious criminal, be set free 

rather than Jesus (39-40) 

4. Pilate finds Jesus not guilty and 

attempts to have Him released 

(18:38-19:12) 

a.  The Jews take strong offense to 

the attempts to set Jesus free, 

accusing Pilate of not being a friend 

of Caesar if he lets Jesus go 

5. The Jews reject Jesus as King in 

favor of Caesar (19:13-15) 

a. ñCrucify! Crucify!ò is demanded 

by the Jews 

b.  The chief priests, speaking for the 

Jews, say, ñWe have no king but 

Caesarò (15)  

6. Pilate hands Jesus over to be 

crucified (19:16) 

 

Jesus ïThe King 

of the Jews 

 

The Kingdom of 

Christ  

 

Pilate, a Roman 

governor or 

procurator of 

Judea (A.D. 26-

36) 

 

The Jews 

 

Barabbas 

 

Caesar 

 

 

× Jesusô accusers had no valid charge 
against Him, as Pilate quickly 

recognized (18:30, 38). 

× Trial under Roman law meant that 

death would be by crucifixion 

rather than stoning -the method of 

execution under Jewish law (18:28-

32). 

V This type of death placed Jesus 

under the curse found in Deut. 

21:22-23, ñhe who is hanged 

(on a tree) is accursed of 

God,ò a concept that plays an 

important part in NT scripture 

by describing Jesusô role as the 

curse-bearer for mankind (Gal. 

3:13-14). 

× The Kingdom of Christ is a 

spiritual rather than an earthly, 

physical kingdom (18:33-37; see 

also Col. 1:13) 

V Although spiritual and not 

physical, the Kingdom of 

Christ is a present reality of 

which believers are a part  

(Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:6). 

V The purpose of Jesusô 
Kingship over the Jews is to 

bring them to a realization of 

the truth, which the book of 

John has already shown is 

embodied in Jesus (18:37; see 

14:6). 

× Jesusô trial emphasized the extent 

to which man will go in rejecting  

ñlightò as the Jewish crowd asks 

for a criminal to live among them 

rather than the Son of God (18:40) 

and a Pagan, Gentile king to rule 

over them rather than the true 

Messiah (19:15).  

× Even though Pilate tried to have 

Jesus released, and even though 

those who brought Jesus to Pilate  

(Jewish leaders) had the greater 

sin, Pilate still sinned by giving in 

to political pressure rather than 

letting the Son of God, an innocent 

man, go free (19:12-16).  
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John 19:17-37 

 

The crucifixion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soldiers cast 

lots for Jesusô 

clothes 

Jesusô mother, 

other relatives, 

apostoles, and 

others are 

nearby the 

cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesusô bones 

were not 

broken 

 

 

 

1. Jesus, the King of the Jews, is 

crucified at Golgotha (19:17-22) 

a. Jesus set out to Golgotha bearing 

His own cross (19:17) 

b. Jesus was crucified with two other 

men, both criminals 

c. The inscription on Jesusô cross 

read ñJesus the Nazareth, The King 

of the Jewsò (19:19) 

d. The Jews asked Pilate to change 

the inscription to read ñI am the King 

of the Jewsò (19:20-21) 

e. Pilate refused to change the plaque 

(19:22) 

2. The soldiers cast lots for Jesusô 

clothes (19:23-25) 

a. Psalms 22 is fulfilled in this act 

 

3. Jesusô mother and disciple 

whom He loved (John) are named  

among those close by at the 

crucifixion (19:25-27) 

4. Jesus died on the cross (19:28-

30) 

a.  John recorded three utterances  

made by Jesus from the cross: (1) 

ñWoman , behold, thy sonò and 

ñBehold thy motherñ (2) ñI thirstò 

and (3) ñIt is finishedò 

 

Note that it is generally held that 

seven sayings or utterances were 

made by Jesus from the cross as 

follows: 

 ñFather, forgive them; for they 
know not what they doò (Luke 

23:34) 

 ñToday shalt thou be with me in 
Paradiseò (Luke 23:43) 

 ñWoman, behold, thy son! Behold 
thy mother!ò (John 19:26,27) 

 ñMy God, my God, why hast thou 

forsaken me?ò (Matt. 27:46; Mk 

15:34) 

 ñI thirstò (John 19:28) 

 ñIt is finishedò (John 19:30) 

 ñFather, into thy hands I commend 
my spiritò (Luke 23:46) 

 

5. None of Jesusô bones were 

broken, but His side was pierced to 

fulfill sc ripture (19:31-37) 

Jesus ïThe King 

of the Jews 

 

Two criminals ï

crucified 

alongside Jesus 

 

The Jews 

 

Pilate 

 

Soldiers 

 

Jesusô mother ï

Mary  

 

Maryôs sister, 

probably Salome 

the wife of 

Zebedee and the 

mother of James 

and John ( Mk 

15:40)  

 

Mary Magdala 

 

John, an apostle 

 

Mary wife of 

Clopas and 

mother of James 

the Less and Joses 

(Matt. 27:56; Mk. 

15:40) 

 

Roman officials 

 

× It is fitting that Pilate would not 

honor the request of the chief 

priests to change Jesusô plaque to 

read a more mocking ñI am the 

King of the Jewsò rather than a 

declarative ñJesus of Nazareth, The 

King of the Jewsò (19:19-22).  

× John gives ample eyewitness 

testimony that Jesus undeniably 

died on that cross--the soldiers 

speared Jesus to ensure that He was 

dead, excluding any scenario 

whereby Jesus might have lived 

through the crucifixion by a 

mistake on the part of the 

executioners and have been non-

miraculously revived later by His 

disciples (19:34-35). 

× In Jesusô crucifixion the meanings 
of Ex. 12:46, ñnot a bone of Him 

shall be broken;ò Psalms 22:18, 

ñThey divide my garments among 

them, and for my clothing they cast 

lots;ò Psalms 69:21 ñFor my thirst 

they gave me vinegar to drink;ò 

and Zech. 12:10, ñthey will look on 

me whom they have pierced,ò are 

brought to their ultimate meaning 

and fulfillment (19:23-24, 28-29, 

31-37). 

V The note that soldiers gambled 

for Jesusô clothes shows the 

utter humiliation and 

degradation done to Jesus on 

the cross (19:23-24). 

V John records that none of 

Jesusô bones were broken, 

thereby qualifying Him to be 

an acceptable sacrificial lamb 

which could not have any 

flaws or broken bones (see Ex. 

12:46). 

V Johnôs citation of OT scripture 
shows Jesusô death to be the 

fulfillment of Godôs 

preordained plan for 

redemption, even down to 

minor details (19:23-24, 28-

31, 31-37). 

× Jesusô death on the cross brought 

believers together to become the 

family of God (19:26-27). 

× When Jesus said, ñIt is finished,ò 

His earthly work to redeem 

mankind was completed (19:30). 
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John 19:38-42 

 

The burial of 

Jesus by 

Joseph of 

Arimathea and 

Nicodemus 

1. Two secret disciples place Jesusô 

body in a tomb (19:38-42) 

a.  Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate 

for the right to bury Jesus (38) 

b. Nicodemus accompanied Joseph in 

burying Jesus (39) 

c. Jesus was buried in accordance 

with the customs of the Jews (40)  

Joseph of 

Arimathea ïa rich 

member of the 

council who 

believed 

 

Nicodemus ïthe 

leader who came 

to Jesus by night 

(see chapter 3) 

 

 

× It is significant that in giving 

Jesus a proper burialðan act 

that could not be hidden from 

the publicðtwo ósecretô 

believers (Joseph of Arimathea 

and Nicodemus) among the 

ruling class who were formerly 

afraid to confess their belief in 

Jesus for fear of the Jews now 

by their actions make what 

amounts to a public confession 

of their belief in Jesus (19:38-

38). 

 

Note that: 

1. The story of Nicodemus progresses 

from that of a secret believer who was 

seemingly afraid to be seen with Jesus 

in broad daylight (3:1-2), to a 

defender of Jesus (7:50-52), to a 

public confessor and one who 

extravagantly honored the hated and 

executed Jesus 19:39-42).   

2. The cost of both the perfume and 

the tomb provided by Joseph of 

Arimathea and Nicodemus were 

evidence of the great reverence and 

respect these men had for Jesus 

(19:39-41).  

 3. Matt. 27:60 records that Joseph 

was giving up his own family tomb.  

4. In handling Jesusô corpse, Joseph 

and Nicodemus would have been 

defiling themselves, thereby barring 

them from religious activities, 

including any remaining Passover 

rites. 

John 20:1-29  

 

Mary discovers 

the empty 

tomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter and John 

enter the 

empty tomb 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Mary of Magdala discovers the 

tomb is empty on the first day of 

the week (20:1-2) 

a. Mary finds the stone rolled away 

from the tomb early in the morning 

(20:1) 

b. Mary runs to tell Simon Peter and 

the disciple whom Jesus loved that 

someone has taken Jesus from the 

tomb (20:2) 

2. Peter and another disciple 

(John) see the empty tomb and 

believe (20:3-10) 

a. The two run to the tomb (20:3) 

b. The disciple whom Jesus loved got 

there first, looked in, saw Jesusô 

wrappings lying there, but did not go 

in (20:4-5) 

c. Peter entered the tomb and saw the 

Mary of Magdala 

 

Simon Peter 

 

The disciple 

whom Jesus loved 

ïJohn the son of 

Zebedee 

 

Two Angels 

 

Jesus ïthe 

resurrected Jesus 

 

Jesusô disciples ï

Jesusô brethren 

 

Thomas ïthe 

doubter, the 

× While men and women are given 

differing roles in the church and 

home (Eph. 5:22-33; 1 Tim. 2:8-

15; 1 Cor. 14:34-36), anybody can 

be a witness to the truth of Jesusô 

resurrection (20:11-18).   

 

In the Jewish world women were seen 

as unimportant ïa kind of second class 

citizen whose testimony was not even 

valid in a court of law; however, this 

did not stop Mary Magdalene from 

being the first witness to the most 

important occurrence in human history 

nor John from faithfully recording her 

part in it (20:11-18). 

 

× It is not clear what it was about 

seeing the empty tomb that caused 
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First 

appearance of 

the risen 

Jesusðearly 

on the first day 

of the week 

 

 

 

 

Second 

appearance of 

the risen 

Jesusð

evening of  the 

first day of the 

week  

 

 

 

Third 

appearance of 

the risen 

Jesusða week 

later 

wrappings (20:6) 

 The face cloth was rolled up by 

itself (20:7) 

d. The other disciple enters the tomb 

and believes (20:8) 

e. Before this they did not understand 

the scripture that Jesus would rise 

from death (20:9) 

f. They go home (20:10) 

3. Mary  remains at the tomb and 

sees two angels and then Jesus 

(20:11-16) 

a. Mary at the tomb early on the first 

day of the week (1) 

b. While weeping at the tomb, Mary 

sees two angels and then Jesus (15-

17)  

c. Jesus sends Mary to tell Jesusô 

brethren about Him (20:17-18) 

4. Jesus appears the first time 

(does not include the appearance to 

Mary at the tomb) to the disciples, 

minus Thomas (20:19-23) 

a. Shows the disciples His nail holes 

in His hands and His side 

 b. Commissions the disciples, 

ñPeace be with you!  As the Father 

has sent me, I am sending you.ò (21) 

c. Jesus breathed on the disciples and 

said, ñReceive the Holy Spiritò (22) 

5. Jesus appears a second 

time(does not include the 

appearance to Mary at the tomb)  

to the disciples again in the house 

where they were before, and 

Thomas was with them(20:24-29) 

 a. Thomas wanted to see and feel the 

nail prints and put his hand in the 

spear mark in Jesusô side  

b. Jesus tells Thomas to ñstop 

doubting and believeò 

c. Thomas responds of Jesus, ñMy 

Lord and my God!ò 

 

Regarding the appearances of Jesus 

following his crucifixion and 

resurrection, John records only four 

of the incidents.  All the incidents are 

listed below: 

1. To Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-

18; Mark 16:9) 

2. To the women (Matthew 28:9-10) 

3. To Cleopas and his companion 

(Luke 24:13-35) 

4. To Peter (Luke 24:34; I 

Corinthians 15:15) 

believer, the 

confessor of 

Jesusô divinity 

 

 

John to believe that Jesus had risen 

from the dead (20:8); however, it is 

plausible that the  neatly folded 

grave clothes, uncharacteristic of a 

grave robbery, were a factor in 

causing John to believe that Jesusô 

body was resurrected rather than 

stolen (20:7-8; Mt. 28:13-15). 

× Jesusô death and resurrection 
enabled the familial relationship 

that believers now share with 

Christ and the Father, as is seen in 

the language Jesus used after the 

resurrection (20:17): 

V He now called His disciples 

ñbrethren.ò  

V Rather than calling God ñthe 
Fatherò or ñmy Fatherò Jesus 

tells the disciples that God is 

ñmy Father and your Father.ò  

× The men whom Jesus sent into the 

world with the Christian message  

were motivated to teach the Gospel 

message to the world based on 

what they saw with their own eyes 

and touched with their hands ïthe 

resurrected Christ talking and 

eating with them (20:20-25; see 

also 1 John 1:1).   

× Jesusô appearances following His 
crucifixion were ñfaith-buildingò 

experiences for the disciples and 

consequently for all throughout all 

ages (20:15-30; 21:1-14). 

× As God the Father sent Jesus to 

bring the message of salvation to 

the lost world, Jesus in turn sent 

His Apostles to continue bringing 

that message of salvation to the lost 

world (20:21-23). 

V It seems that Jesusô blowing 
the Holy Spirit on the Apostles 

was symbolic of the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit that would 

come upon them at Pentecost 

and which would enable them 

to carry this message to the 

unbelieving world (20:22). 

× Jesusô cross brought true peace to 
those who trust in Him (20:19). 

V After the resurrection Jesus 

greeted His disciples with the 

Jewish greeting of peace 

(shalom), a blessing that 

included the concepts of 

health, wellness, and 
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5. To the apostles except Thomas 

(John 20:19-23) 

6. To the apostles including Thomas 

(John 20:24-29) 

7. To the seven at the sea of Galilee, 

also called Tiberias (John 21:1-14) 

8. To the apostles on a mountain in 

Galilee (Matthew 28:16-20) 

9. To the five hundred (I Corinthians 

15:6) 

10. To James, the Lordôs brother (I 

Corinthians 5:7) 

11. To the eleven on the mount of 

Olives (Acts 1:4-11; Luke 24:50-51) 

12. To Paul on the road to Damascus 

(Acts 9:3-7; 22:6-10; 26:12-18; I 

Corinthians 9:1; 15:8)  

wholeness (20:19; see also 

14:27).   

× Thomasô confession that Jesus is 
Lord and God (upon seeing and 

touching Jesusô nail marks, 20:28) 

is a central conclusion to the 

bookôs premise: that ñthe word 

(Jesus) was Godò (1:1). 

× The book of John calls its readers 

to a  more ñblessedò type of belief, 

believing without seeing, than the 

belief of Thomas who wanted to 

see Jesus with his eyes (20:29-31).  

John 20:30-31 

 

A book to 

create faith 

1. Jesus did many other signs not 

recorded by John (20:30) 

a.  The signs recorded by John are 

meant to induce belief that Jesus is 

the Christ so that the reader may 

have eternal life (20:31) 

Jesus ïthe Christ, 

the Son of God 

 

You, referring to 

all potential 

believers 

× John includes only a selected 

portion of Jesusô miracles and 

doings on earth, but the reader is 

given enough information to be 

brought to faith in Jesus the Son of 

God (20:30). 

× Eternal life comes only by 

believing in the name of Jesus 

(20:31). 

John 21:1-14 

 

Fourth 

appearance of 

the risen 

Jesusð

afterward (time 

is uncertain, 

but believed to 

be another 

week later) 

1. Jesus manifests Himself a third 

time (does not include the time He 

appeared to Mary at the tomb) to 

His disciples at the Sea of Tiberias,   

Sea of Galilee,  while they were 

fishing (21:1-11) 

a. Jesus appears early in the morning 

on the shore 

b. Jesus is not recognized by the 

disciples 

c. Upon learning that the disciples 

had caught no fish, Jesus tells them 

to cast the net on the right side of the 

boat; the result is a miraculous catch 

of 153 fish 

2. Jesus eats with the disciples 

(21:12-14) 

Jesus 

 

Jesusô disciples 

 

Simon Peter 

 

Thomas ïcalled 

Didymus 

 

The Sons of 

Zebedee ïJames 

and John 

 

 

× The amount of fish caught is 

miraculous, as 153 fish weighing 

even 2 lbs. each would have 

yielded  over 300 lbs. of fish in a 

single catch (21:11). 

× The fish catch miracle correlates 

with the new apostolic mission to 

bring the world to belief in Jesus 

Christ (21:1-14). 

× Despite the flaws that are so 

commonly correlated with Peter in 

the gospels, Peter was also 

characterized, even more so than 

the other disciples, by an intense 

desire to be with and serve Jesus 

(21:7-7).  

John 21:15-23 

 

Peterôs 

commission 

1. Jesus questions Peter three times 

regarding his love for Him 

a. Jesus re-commissions Peter to care 

for His flock (21:15-17) 

b. Jesus commissions Peter to follow 

Him, even to death (21:18-19) 

2. Peter questions whether the 

disciple whom Jesus loved will 

suffer the same death as himself 

(21:20-21) 

 

 

 

Jesus ïowner of a 

flock of lambs and 

sheep 

 

Peter ïshepherd 

of a flock of lambs 

and sheep 

 

Jesusô sheep  

× Jesus queried Peter concerning his 

love for Him three times (21:15-

17) ïonce for each time Peter had 

previously denied Him (18:17, 25-

27). 

× In Jesusô commission to Peter, He 

told the apostle (and future church 

Elders, 1 Pet. 5:1-5) that love for 

Jesus means caring for Jesusô 

flock, the church (21:15-17). 

× According to church history the 

apostle John was the only one of 

the twelve who was not martyred, 
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a. Jesusô response is that Peterôs only 

concern should be to follow Him, not 

what Jesus will do with John  (21:22-

23) 

living on to the 90s AD (21:20-23). 

× According to church history the 

Apostle Peter was crucified like his 

Lord; however, feeling unworthy to 

receive the same death as Jesus, 

Peter asked to be crucified upside 

down (21:18-19) 

× It is not the business of one disciple 

to compare his calling to that of 

another; a discipleôs business is 

simply to follow Jesus wherever 

Jesus leads  (21:18-23). 

John 21:24-25 

 

Epilogue 

1. The ñdisciple whom Jesus lovedò 

is the author of this book (21:24) 

2. The author supposes that a full 

account of Jesus deeds would fill 

all the books of the ancient world 

(21:25)  

The author ïthe 

Disciple whom 

Jesus Loved, John 

× An enormous amount of literature 

could have been produced covering 

every aspect of the life of Christ; 

however, the author has selected 

enough for one to believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God  

(20:3; 21:25). 


