Preface

Matthew, Mark, and Luke have been termid Bynoptic Ggpelsbecause t hey 0l
so manyways. They share much of thphraseology, events, characters, and teachingssois,

but each manages tmaintainhis own uniquenes9articulaly concerning therobable addie

sees and individugburposdan writing. John, on the other hand is quite unigsieaing very little
contentwith the Synopticsexcept for the crucifixion and resurrectiohlso his approachand
purpose are quite differefrom the Synoptics, as we will see in the introductoegamal.

This studywas originallydesigned to be used in conjunction with the booKle¢ Life and
Teachings of JesusThe Gospel of JohnHowever, each of the booklets can be profitally st
died independently. To assist in merging the two bookletshhmneaiatedHarmony of the Gs-
pels is includedis Appendix ASince thewo booklets may be used separately, some ofrthe i
troductory material is contained in both.

These studies do not cover evewemrt or all of the teaching of Jesus. However a characteristic
sampling of his life and teaching is given so that the student wié habasic undstanding of
ourLordd s | i f e Duemocchromalogikal diffrences betweethme Synoptics, some of the
events in this study do not follow the order of the chapter numbers @o$els

It should be remembered that both of the booklets are in outline form, not full text forrme- Ther
fore all information which the teacher will need to present is nttheénoutlinebut must ben-
serted as the product 6fh e t eowrtitdepenglent study. Students who use the outlines
must make noteom their own studyt h e t e a ¢ h, and 6lass diseussionghechsdk-

0 0 k

lets were written Vth this in mindandar e pur posely desi gmpeldetteo. dbe s



(Thi s

Chapter |
The Intertestamental Period

outline is designed f orThedntedestameritahd2 t h e

r i oMRleaseemembethat it is an outline, not fall text.)
SLIDE #1. TITLE SLIDE
Introduction:

1. In order to understand the New Testament we muodenstand the backdrop against
which it was writen.

a.

b.

This means we have to study the historical, political, social, and religious siHroun
ings of the Gepel @counts.

The literature of théntertestamental étiod offers excellent insights into the life and
times of Jesus, and the world into which Christianity wasdliced.

2. The atmosphere and environmenesentat the begining of the New Testament dgiite
different from that athe close of the Old Testament, and tbecaints of the political and
religious struggles of the Jews during thtertestamentaPeriod provide importantnk
formation for us as we study the development of Christiariityorde to provide cornit
nuity, we will briefly survey the Old Testament background from the Kingdom Period
forward.

I. SLIDE #2. The OIld Testament background.

A. SLIDE #3. The United Kingdom. Saul, David, S@mon, kings of the United Kingdom.
B. SLIDE #4. The Divided Kingdom. The division of the kingdom came at end of &ol
mondos reign.

Northern kingdom- Kingdom of Israel.

Southern kingdom Kingdom of Judabh.

SLIDE #5. The Divided Kingdom i Israel (North), Judah (South). Briefly de-
scribe the vided KingdomandAs syri aés ri se to power.
Slide #6.The Divided Kingdom Israel (North).

SLIDE #7. Map of Assyrian Empire. Briefly describe.

C. The captivities of Israel and Judah.

1.

SLIDE #8. Old Testament Background, Captivity of Israel/Assyria. This took
place in 722 B.C.ldolatry, immorality, and abuse led to the invasion by theyAss
rians. See Il Kings 17.

. SLIDE #9. Shalmaneser V. (on the right side of the pixHe led the invasion, but

apparently died during the siege.
SLIDE #10. Sargon Il. Sargon licompleted theisge of Samaria and carried away
the best othelsraelites. They were disbursed throughout the Assyrian Empire. Sa
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gon Il was unknown until discovery of his palace, Annals, &tte poor, uneducated,
and unskilled of the landf Israelwere left Theeducated and upper class p@pul
tions were taken captive.

4. SLIDE #11. The Divided Kingdom i Judah (South). Judah continued about 135
years after fall of Samaria.

5. SLIDE #12. Prism of Sennacherib.The Assyrian king describeHezekiah as being
confined as &ird in a cage. The Old Testament gives a very different picture.

6. SLIDE #13. Map of the Empires. Shows the Median and Babylonian areas which
arose and amuered Assyria.

7. SLIDE #14. Old TestamentBackground, Captivity Judah/Babylon. Some Jews
fled to Egypt, forcing Jeremiah to go with them. Thesttled at Elephantinaland.

8. SLIDE #15. Pix-Nebuchadnezzar. He laid siege to Nineveh, and it fell in 612 B.C.
bringing the Assgan Empire to a practical close.h@ new Babylonian Empire began
under Nebubadnezzar.

. The Babylonian Captivity.

SLIDE #16. Babylon: Ishtar Gatei Ruins.

SLIDE #17. Babylon: Ishtar Gatei Ruins.

SLIDE #18. |l shtar Gat e: Artistds conception
SLIDE #19. Ishtar Gate: Berlin Archaeologcal Museum (1)

SLIDE #20. Ishtar Gate: Berlin Archaeological Museum (2)

SLIDE #21. Wall of Babylon: Lions.

SLIDE #22. Hanging Gardens of Babylon. (Dutch Artist)

SLIDE #23. Lion of Babylon.

SLIDE #24. Babylonian Chronicle.

©CoNohrwNE

a. A key to the power of their captors (Babgians and Persians)as the heavy fa
es and tribute they levied on theiptaes.

b. The Babylonians excelled in astronomy, calculating the length of a year as 365
days, 6 hours, 15 minutes, and 41 seconds. Present daytgahsushow this to
be only about 26 minutes off.

10.SLIDE #25. Elephantine Papyrus.

a. Some Jews fled to Egypt at the time of the Babylonian invasion, and they settled
on the sland of Elephantine in the Nile River, near the southern border of Egypt.

b. Jeremialwas forced to go with them into Egypt. See Jerbmia16i 43:13.

c. The discovery of the Elephantine Papyri from southern Egypt (Upper Egypt)
mentions this céony of Jews and their function.

d. Jews living in Elephantine held their allegiance to the Jewish homeland (after the
Jews returned from Babylon)agicularly to the High Priest. Consequently they
were looked on with suspicion by many of the pgns.

11.SLIDE #26. Nippur Tablets.



a. Betwea 30,00040,000 tablethave beeround.

b. Excavated 1948958. They cover a very long period of time, partly ngrihe

Exile of Judah, and give us informatiooncerninglife during the Exile.

The also ontain Babylonian Creation Epic and many other items.

These tablets mention many commercial dealings with the Jews, demonstrating

that the Jews were in industrgramercialenterprisesand trade even during their

captivity.

e. However, with most of the Jews, the captivity was a very bitter experience. See
Ps. 137.

Qo

Il. The Persian Period 5338 B.C.
A. SLIDE #27. The Persian Period: Persians conquer the Median Empire549 B.C.

1. TheMedian and Lydian Empires existed to the north, northeast, and northwest of B
bylon. Ruers of these areasuled as puppet kings, but gained powerfitally
oveithrow theBabylanian rule of Belshazzar.

2. The Persian Period began during Olagteent times, but extended into the Interte
tamental riod.

B. SLIDE #28. Persians conquer the Babylonian Epire.

1. By 549 B.C. Cyrus was uniting the Persian people and defeated the Medes. He then
began a westward movement, striking at Sardis, the tapithe Lydian kingdom.
Sardis was located in the western part of modern day Turkéys constuted the
rise of the Persian Empire, and Sardis became its western extremity.
2. The people of Babylon had becormastrated with their rulers and governmeatgd
when the army of Cyrus entered Babylbe met no resistance from the army or the
people of the city. This took place in 539. B.C.
3. Daniel 5 tells of Bel Bahdariinganrth@wsalldr unken f e
4. Nabonidus washe lawfulruler, buthe spent most of his time in Arabian resorts. His
son, Belshazzactuallyruled, but was a profligate.
5. SLIDE #29. Map of the Empires.
6. SLIDE #30. Cyrus Cylinder. On this cylinder Cyrus makes all sorts of claims for
himself, proclaiming that he was led to Babylonian conquest by Marduk, anetce
l aring himself Aking of the world, the gr
7. SLIDE #31. Persepolis. Founded by Darius the Great in 522 B.C., and destroyed by
Alexander the Great in 331 B.C.
8. SLIDE #32. Panoramic view of Persepolisuins.
9. SLIDE #33. Ruins at Persepolis.Winged ammals guard the entrance nGate of
Nations. o

C. SLIDE #34. The Persian Period: Restoration to Judea, 538 B.C.Cyrus and the Re
sians had a different way of dealing with captives. They allowed them to rettimgirto
own countries, but they remained under the control of Persia.



1. SLIDE #35. The Persian Period: Zerubbabel Sheshbazzded a group of the Jews
back from Babylon to Judah (Jerusalem), #rel/ beganrebuilding the temple. He
led in laying its foundaton, andZerubbabel ledn the compldion of this work The
temple was dedicated in about 515 B.C. See Ezrd11,:2:6870, 3:#13, and 5:13
16.

2. Contrary to Jewish orthodoxypy 525 BC. the Jews who had gone to Elephantine
began to build a taple of treir own. Apolitical disturbance in Egypt about 4208
B.C. resulted in the destruction of the Elephantine temple.

3. SLIDE #36. The Persian Period: Ezra. In about 457 B.C(?) Ezraled a group of
captives back to Jerusalem, andstaelished the praates of the Law. He is referred
to asfiEzra the scribé. Thi s i s thought to have been
scribes who became the recognized interpreters of the Law of Moses.

4. SLIDE #37. The Persian Period: Nehemiah.A third groupof returnees waked by
Nehemiah. Theyeturned to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall, thus offering physécal s
curity for the reorganized religious practic&bis possiblytook placeabout 445444
B.C. There is some chronological alegpping in these returning groups.

a. During this period of restoration the High Priest began taking on both religious
and political esponsibilities although he did not hold a political office
b. Jews outside of Palestine | ooked to the
things regarding #ir religious pratices.
c. As mentioned abovehé Elephantine Colony had built a temple which thegzgy
tians destroyed. They wrote to the High Priest abaagtablishing their worship.
He gave permission, but instructed them not to offerifizes.
d. The Hephantine Papyri tell of one of theseatées which was addressed to the
sons of Sanballat, who was the former governor of Samaria. This is the game pe
son mentioned in the book of Nehemiah
work.
e. The sons of Sanballdid not respond to thister, but the High Priest did, saying
they should address their request to the Satrap of the region for help. It was at this
time that the Satrap instructed them to rebuild their temple, but that they were to
offer no animal sadices, and that they were to keep the ritual and worship in
strict compliance with the Law as found in Deutenmy.
f. Itis important tlat we see how the High Priest was being recognized for Inis co
trol over Jews outside of Palestine as well as those imhbmeland.

g Later in the New Testament we find Saul
High Priestat hor i zing him to arrest Jews who |
Wayo) .

D. SLIDE #38. The Persian Period: PostEXxilic Jewish Nation. The Exile braight many
changes idewishattitudes particularly concerning the LawMany of these were carried
into the peri od ailfic nalian svas sharacterizeédeoy: The post

1. SLIDE #39. The Persian Period: PosExilic Jewish Nation. Dedicated to Stuly
of the Law. The returninglewswere dedicated to the study of the Lawhis was



accompanied bynore attentiorbeing paidto traditional interpretations of the Law.
These traditions did not play such an important abléhat time as they did laterAs
sects of the Jews arose, the traditibasame more and momaportant and quitée-
galistic.

2. SLIDE #40. The Persian Period:PostExilic Jewish Nation. The Rise of the Sy-
agogue.

a. The synagoguerobably bgan to ariseluring this time, but there is rarchae-
logical evidence of a synagogue until we come to the thmiioeA.D.

b. The synagogue was not as a place of sacrifice, but primarily a place of study and
prayer.

3. SLIDE #41. The Persian Period:PostEXxilic Jewish Nation. The Elephantine (-
lony. The Persians saw Elephantine as their remote southern border in Egypt, and
used some of the Jews at Elephantine as mercenaries to keep the Egyptians under
control.

a. The Jews at Elephantine still had strong allegiance to the Palestinian homeland,
High Pries, etc. Thisaggravated the Egyptians who gave these Jews a camside
ble amount of troble, resulting inalmost constant conflict between the Jews and
Egyptians.

b. The Elephantine temphlhich had been built about 525 B.C. (when Zerubbabel
went to Jeusalen), was destroyed by the Egyptians in about 410 B.C.

c. This would place the destruction of the Eleptiree temple fairly close to the time
of the close of the Old Testament (Malachi).

4. SLIDE #42. The Persian Period: PostExilic Jewish Nation. The Samaritans.
Discuss the agin of the Samaritans.

a. The Samaritans arose from mixed marriagawéen the people left in the land at
the time of the captivity of the Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the Assyrian co
guerors and other foreigners of low status.

b. Beause theyvere now a mixed race of people whose religion was strongly- infl
enced by paganisnthe Jews wanted nothing to do with them. A great deahof h
tred and prejdice emerged.

c. They wanted tassistwith the rebuilding efforts of theeturning Jewsbut they
were rebuffed.The returning exiles felt socially, theologically, and ethnically s
perior to the Samaritans.

d. The rival religion of the Samaritans wasieged in their worship at a temple they
had built on Mt.Gerizim In John 4, Jesus encourster Samaritan woman who
brought up this subject. However, the Samaritan temple was not standing during
the time of Christ.

e. Sanballat and Tobia opposed the returning Jews who were rebuilding the wall.
Nehemiah gives us information on this.

[ll. SLIDE 43. TheGreek Period (3591 323 B.C.) Part I, Philip of Macedon through Alexa



der the Great.

A. Philip of Macedon (382323 B.C.) Persian Threads in Asia Minor.
1. SLIDE #44. Pix. Philip of Macedon (382336 B.C.). In the 4" century B.C. polit
cal influence beganoming from the West, and Greek culture wakimg inroads m-
to the Middle East.

a. Greek citystates had great influence atite Greekseached eastward in their
commerce and trends. However, their main weakness was that they had too much
independence froraach other, and were threatened by more powesfidms.

b. The Persiansunder Darius the Gredtad tried to conquer Greece at Marathon in
abaut 490 B.C., but were repulsed@he Greeks ausidered the Persians a constant
threat.

2. SLIDE #45. Pix. Philip of Macedon.

a. SLIDE #46. Philip of Macedon: Organized Greek Cities Philip of Macedon
was able to form a confederation of many of the Greekstiies (except Sparta),
uniting them for sekprotection.

b. Although he was not really their ruler, for all priaat purposes he exercisessit
control.

3. SLIDE #47. Philip of Macedon: Assassinated 336 B.CHe wasplanning to n-
vade Asia Minor, but waassassinated in 336 B.C. at the age of 46.

B. SLIDE # 48. Alexander the Great(356-:323 B.C.) Phi | i p 6 sander@3b66323 Al e X
BC)f el |l heir t itond)and ultimaidlylbecantler ofaha Breek Empire.
He had been the pupil of Aristotle, the famous Greek philosopher.

1. Alexanderhad beera promising young soldier and politician. At age 16 he was a
provincial governor, a general in the army at age 18, and king at age 20.

2. He quickly united northern Greece (Macedonia), with the southern part of Greece
(Achaia).

a. In 334B.C. Alexander crossed the Hellespont (ibardanellesinto Asia Minor
andchdened Persiaés rulership of Asia Mino
b. SLIDE #49. Group of Pix of Alexander.

3. SLIDE #50. Alexander the Great Invades Asia Minor, 334 B.C. He moved
through Cilicia, defetang Darus Il.

4. SLIDE #51. Alexander Invades Palestine and EgyptMoving on through $ria, he
continued through Palestine down into Egypt.

a. Al't hough he conquered Palestine, he all
ancestral | aw. o
b. He founded a great city at the western mouth of the Nile River and named it after



himself, Alexandria.
c. He plannedor Alexandria to become a thriving center for Greekure.

5. SLIDE #52. Alexander the Great Invades Babylon and PersiaFrom Egypt he
moved north and east, across the Euphrates, and ifea séwicories, crusheda-
bylon, and thePersian Epireincluding Persepolis, which he burned.

a. He moved as far @be border of India.
b. In India, his troops, already disgruntled because they had been away from home
so long, réused to go further

6. SLIDE #53. Alexander the Great. Died 323 B.C.Alexanderthen returned with
his army to Babylon where he died in 323 B.C. at the age of 36.

C. SLIDE #54. Contributions of the Greeks. Through the conquests and ambitions &f A
exanderthe imprint of Greek culturevaseverywhere. His failure was that hevas um-
ble tounite the East and West any sort of political unit.

1. SLIDE #55. Contributions of the Greeks: The Greek languageThe Greek la-
guage became almost universal, and made an important contributioneiovitun-
ment of theNew Tesament and early Cistianity.

2. SLIDE #56. Contributions of the Greeks: Greek culture. The Jews of the Bt
persion began to be Hellenized more readily because they were away fronotheir h
meland, and the influence of Alexander was felt strongly throutgthe world.

a. Some Jars however held strongly to the Law in an effort to withstand Gneek i
fluence.

b. Among the Jews ahe Dispersioras well as those in the homelati@ strongly
orthodoxJews placed gre@mphasis on Sabbath keeping, circumcision, and the
Law.

3. SLIDE #57. Contributions of the Greeks: Education. Greek education flarished
in the empire, having strong H#enizing effect on the conquered people.

IV. SLIDE #58. The Empire After Alexander: Division of the Empire. (32371 167 B.C)
A. SLIDE #59. The Empire After Alexander: Ptolemy Egypt, Libya, and Palestine.

1. Alexander died without leaving an heir, or appointing a successor. He left it to his
generals tdight it out . . . and they did, causing the empire to begin breakinghisp.
situation lasted until #&aMac@bean revolt in 167 B.C.

a. During thetwenty-six yearperiod from3021until 275 B.C.the empire was divided
among his generals, Antigonus, Ptolemy, andsele

b. Effectively this resulted in three separate empires which existed in one way or
another wntil the expansion of Rome.



c. Ptolemywas toreceive Egypt and parts of North Africa (Liby&yprusand R-
lestine. However, because he was late in arriving in Palestideu&us took over
the control of PalestinePtolemyhad peviouslydonefavorsfor Sdeucus sdSe-
leucus did not press his claim. Thiswaver, did not solve the entire problem.

2. SLIDE #60. The Empire After Alexander: Selaicus Asia Minor, Babylon/Persia,
and Syria
3. SLIDE #61. The Empire After Alexander: AntigonusMacedonia

a. Antigonus will not be considered here because he made no contribution to the
background of the New Testament.

b. He was a very weak ruler, and Greece sdeidd. He left no lasting imprint on
the empire.

4. SLIDE #62. Pix: An Empire Divided.

B. SLIDE #63. The Empire After Alexander: Policies of the Seleucidslhe successors of
Seleucus are équently referred to as the Seleucids.

1. The divisions of Alcased different blciesftoobe followed E mp i |
in the various sectorslt should be rememberedpvever, that the three Generals of
Al exander és army were Greeks, and Sel euc!
empire as Greeks, not &grians andegyptians

2. SLIDE #64. The Empire After Alexander: Policies of the Seleucids: Territorial
Unity. This, along with the desire for more poweausedhe Seucids, particularly
Antiochus 1ll (The Great, 22387 B.C.) and Antiochus IV (Epiphanes, 1¥G3
B.C.) to constantly invade Palestimeorder to bring it under their control.inally
they met withsuccess, and for a period of time Ptolemy did not control the Jewish
homeland.

3. SLIDE #65. The Empire After Alexander: Policies of the Seleucids: Strange
Jewish Separatism.TheJewxs onsi dered t hemsel vese-Godos
fore they separatetidmselves from other nations as much as possible.

4. The PosiExilic Community wa especially instent on this and it created trouble for
the Selecids.

5. SLIDE # 66. The Empire After Alexander: Policiesof the Seleucids: Strongly
Hellenized Jews.

a. Many ofthe Jews, because of their desire to yield to the pressure of the Seleucid
rulers, compromised and becastenglyHellenized.

b. They were also willing to do the same when the Ptolemies returned to rude Pale
tine.

6. SLIDE # 67. Pix: Antiochus Ill. He was mportant as one whadight against the
Ptolemies of EgyptHe was assassinated, and was succeeded by his brother, Anti
chus IV.

7. SLIDE #68. Pix: Anti ochus |V (EMaphbhamse8 BC. A God



came on the scene, and became vepatient withthe Jgs. Hi s t i t | e, ANEpPI

means-Ma@aod est . 0O

a. SLIDE #69. Single coin,(both sides)head of AntiochusEpiphanesi i Go d
Mani fest. o

b. Notice that the statue of Zeus is on the other side of the coin.

c. The inscription is tr aarsfdstaBeaidg:\Mt oifi Ki 09

C. SLIDE #70. The Empire After Alexander: The Ptolemies VS. The Seleids.

D. SLIDE #71. The Empire After Alexander: Israel becomes a buffer state.Because of
the frequent incursions of the Ptolemies on the south and the Seleacitie north,
Israel became a buffer state.

E. SLIDE #72. Divided loyalties. Divisions took place within the Jewish nation,tkere
wereJews sonetimes fighting against Jesw

V. SLIDE #73. Some Jewish Religious @&elopments.

A. SLIDE #74. Some Jewish Religius Developments:Some religious effects of war.

1.

A group of strongly orthodox Jews were intent on preserving timitgef the nation

and its Law. Thy created a movement calling themselves the Hasidimetistpi
Polarization, particularly of thgouth against their elderbecame a problem

Many times thelews of the Diaspora had different views from the Jaefvilse honel-

and

The Jewistpractices of theocracy undeent many changdsecause aftethe return

from the Babylonian Exileghe Jews hadqditical independence for only very short
periods of time An attitude of denial became evident in some Jewish quarters. See
John 8:3133 where the Jews oésus day told himi We have not been
anyoneo Actually bondage had characterized tretion most of the time since the
Assyrian Captivity in 722 B.C..

B. SLIDE #75. Some Jewish Religious Developmentd4ellenization of the Jews

1.

2.

SomeJews particularly of the Diaspordecame secularized, leadingdccleavage
between the rgjious and sadarists.

With their change in political domination sorntended togo with whoever wasn
poweras a means of preserviogn eo@rspeace

C. SLIDE #76. Some Jewish Religious DevelopmentsThe SeptuagintVersion. 285
245 B.C. in Alexandria.

1.

Many of the Jevs of the Diasporahough living outside of their homelarstill had a
profound respect for the Law, and were very zealous for their national religious ide
tity. The Old Testament Scriptures were writterthe Hebrev language, buéver
since Alexandethe Great, Greek was almost universally spoken. Aramaicédiad r
placed the pure Hebrew of ScriptuMany devout Jewsherefore felt the need for a
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Greek translation of their Scripturss that their children could be taught more effe
tively.

2. The Greek vesion of the Old Testament, called the Septuagibbfeviated_XX)
was translated during this period, about 2&%15 B.C.

3. Although its history is uncertain, and shrouded in legend, the transta®probably
done in Alexandra, Egypt because of dwicdéional strength of thdewishpopulb-
tion there. The abbreviation LXX came from a legend that the translation was made
by seventy men in seventy days, thus the Roman numerals [K&te is no histor
cal basis for this lgend.

4. SLIDE #77. Pix: Papyrus fragments of the Sptuagint.

VI. SLIDE #78. The Maccabean Period (167 63 B. C.) Rome in Egypt. This is the story
of the revolt of the Jews against thaebicids of Syria.

A. This revoltwas led by the Hasmonean family. Mattathias, the fatherawasy ardent
religiously consevative Jew.

1. SLIDE #79. The Maccabean Period: AntiochudV in Egypt.

a. In 171B.C. the Syrians, under Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) ruled Palestineo-Anti
chusneeded money, anebme ofthe wealthy Jews in Jerusalemanted power.
Antiochusmade a agrementwith a wealthy Jew named Menahéon Menahem
to purchasehe position of high priest. This infuriated many pious Jews, and a
clear division occurred. THdasi di m, fpi ousppmeedéis, 0 Vi gor

b. After Menahemsucceeded in benung the new high priesthe escorted Anb-
chus to the temple where they removed many valugbies. Thesavere given
to Antiochus, thus buying favors from Antiochus.

c. In 168 B.C. Antiochus movedtim Egypt to try to bring it unde®eleucidcontrol.

2. SLIDE #80. The Maccabean Period: Profamation of the Temple.

1. By this timeRomewas rising to prominence and power, awne of its legions
hadalreadymovedinto Egypt.

2. A legend which seems to hawsmmebasic truth states that when Antiochus went
to Egypt he was confronted byopilius Laenasan envoy of the Roman Senate
The envoydrew a circle around Antiochus stating that he was not to get out of the
circle until he had agreed to take his troops out of Egypt

3. Humiliatedand embitteredAntiochus wehback home, passing through Jerus
lem, and pofaning the temple.

a. He erected more pagan altars throughout Palestine, ordered the Jewish Scri
tures destroyed, forbade Sabbath keepmegding of the Jewish Scriptures
and other religious observancesindly he offered a pig on the templétar.

b. Those who violated these prohibitions were to be put to death.

3. SLIDE #81. The Maccabean Period: The Law, Tradition, and Jewish Ortb-
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doxy. The dvisions within Judaism became stronger. To the more orthodox Jews
the Law and traditions became more and more important, while to the Hellenist Jews
the traditions were natrictly dbserved.

B. SLIDE #82. The Maccabean Period: Pagan Sacrifice or not? Mattathias, the father
of the Hasmonean familyyas an aged prieswing in Modein, a small town in the hills
northwest of Jerusalem.

1.

Because he was a prominent citizen of the cityttdlaiaswas summoned by theyS
rians to a pagan eafice in Modein. When asked to participate in the sacrifidial r
tual, Mattathias strogly refused. Haever,a fellow Jew abandoned higwish faith
and paticipated.

This infuriatedMattathiasand hearose and killedhe Jewish participantandthen
killed the Syrian &ficer in charge.

C. SLIDE #83. The Maccabean Period: The Hasmonean family.

1.

This Hasmonean familgonsisted oMattathias and his five song/hen tle pagan
sacrifice inecdent took place, Mattathias and his sdiesl to the hills,with a small
band of Jewish religious zealots.

Some Jews howevesided with the Syrians, andethebels found themselves in a
guerrilla stylecivil war as well as a war with Syria.

Mattathias, shortly before his death appointed his son Judas to be the leader.

a.Judas received the nickname Maccabeus

b. This took place abdu 67 B.C., the year ArdchuslV profaned the temple.

c. Judas was an outstanding leader, dtitbagh hisbandof guerilla fighterswas
small in number, their succesmde them appear to be much stronger thanythe S
rian armies. Theimaintactic was to coductsurprise attackwith heavy blows
andthenspeedy withdraw back into the hills

d. Antiochus died in October 165 B.C. while on a military campaign in Rdyaia
Judas Macabeus did not learn of his death until much later.

Shortly after the death ofrAiochus Epiphanes his very young son came into power
as Antiochus V.

a. Because of the youth of Antiochus V, a rivalry sprang up between two Syrian
generals (Lysias and Philip) for control of the new boy king. This was att une
pected advantage to Judas Mammus and higuerrillas

b. Philip was in Antioch and Lysias was in Palestine. Lyswias eger to get bck
to the city of Antioch to contend fdris own position against his rival Philip who
had been appointed caretaker for the younp8ing.

c. Lysiashad been fighting against Judasd his guerrillagt Bethsura (northwest of
Hebron),but decided to makgeace with Judas and returned to Syria.

D. SLIDE #84. The Maccabean Period: Jerusalem recaptured.
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1.

In 164 B.C., about a year after the dedttAotiochus Epiphanes, Judagilan attack
on Jerualem and recaptured most of it.

After recapturing the temple area he cleansethdtrededicated it in December 164
B.C.

a. The national Feast of Dedication was bkshed to commemorate this occasion.
See John 1@2 wherelohn tells us thatesus tiended this feast.
b. This became the modern day Jewish cetédomr of Hanukkah.

For the most part, the objectives of the Maccabean Revolt had been accomplished
when Jerusalem was recaptured. However, the attitude thiatsthere could be no

real religious freedom without political freedom, softhl o | y becaraeragolitical

war. Because the conflict had been originally thought of as a holytiveanfluence

and powef the High Priest continued to rise in importancThe thecraticthinking

of the Jewsadded to thipercetion of power

a. The Hasidim (pietist) began to be thought of as sort of unofficial interpreters of
the Law along with the Scribes

b. Josephus, the Jewish historian first mentions a reksggroupcalled the Phasees
during this general time periodThey are generally considered the theological
descendants of the Hasidim, and much of the activities and prestige of the Has
dim fell to the Pharisee3here is, however, no organic link in thissesion.

E. SLIDE #85. The Maccabean Period 1663 B.C: The Death of Judas.

1.

2.

A pro-Syrian party of Jews requested the Syrians to come and fight against Judas and
his band of guelias.

Although greatly outnumbered, the Maccabean led Jews defeated thesSyribeir

first engagementin the second engagemdriwever the Syrians regrouped arc-
feaedthe Macabeans.

a. Judas was killed in thsecondattle.
b. The movement had been loosing strength, and this was a heavy blow to its future
effectiveness.

F. SLIDE #8. The Maccabean Period 1663 B.C.: Jonathan and Simon. Jonathan,
thebrother of Judgagook the leadershipf the revolt.

1.
2.

Relativelyfew Jews followed him, andehwas, for the most pa# failure.

His limited success was due to the internabpgmswhich the Syrians were having

at home. As a result of these internal problentse Syrians abandoned many of their
strongholds in Palestine.

Rome was rising to power, addnatharrenewedhis friendship with Rome Hewas
victorious at Ekron and Aztus (on the southern coast), bwas taken prisoner in a
later batle. In 142 B.Chewaskilled by Trypho, an insurgent Syrian.

After Jonathan's death Simon, another brother of Judas became leader of the revolt.
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a. He was given the title Ethnarch of the paticommander of the army, and High
Priest. Simon was a much stronger leader than Jonathamabnot equato Ju-
das.

b. Demetriusll had become king of Syria, and Simmateived a grant of political
freedomfrom him. Demetriusvasfighting against Tryphdo maintain the Syrian
throne.

c. Simonmet witha greatedegree oSuccesshan Jonathan h&dund, and b also
took advantage of the internal Syrian conflicts and strife. ddaptured a number
of citieswhich had been held by the Syriamsmid made Joppa useable Jewish

port.
d. The Jews wer@ | e as ed wisucdessgd tmayproglaimedhim it hei r
| eader and high priest foreveeelMaect i | a
14:41.

e. In 134 B.C. Simorwas killed by his sotin-law, Ptolemy,and twoof Si mon 6 s
sons were impsbned. They were later killed by Ptolemy.

5. The assassinsent agents from Jericho to Jerusalem to murder Johcahlys, &
mo n 6 s Hyscanus however received woodl the plot and took control of Jesa-
lem.

6. Later, when polittal strife again came to Syria, the Syrians were ejected, arta-Hy
nus embarked on expansion. Ha&aeered Samaria on the north, and Idumea (Latin
for Edom), on the south

7. About this time, there arose opposition to the priesthood of the Hasmonean family,
because they were not of the line of Aaron, and theréfadeno stading in the Law.

This oppositionwas supported by the Pharisees but the Sadducees, who werke the ru
ing aristocracy in the Sanhedrin, supported thentdéameans.

8. Note how the political anctligious interests are closely tied together.

G. SLIDE #87. The Maccabean Period 1663 B.C.: Merging of Religious and Poliical
Leaders. John Hyrcanus, (13204 B.C.) son of Simgrwas recognized as the rightful
heir and successor of his father Simon.

1. He also becamboth ruler and High Priest much as Simon had been, though he did
not have theitle of ethnarch.

2. For about 5 years during this period Syria once again dominated Palestine nnder A
tiochus VII (133- 128 B. C.) John Hyrcanus partially freethe Jews from Syrian
control and moved into Samaria, expanding his own control.

3. As noted above, the Samaritans had their own temple on Mt. Gerizim. Jotax Hy
nus destroyed it and destroyed the city of Samaria. He reigned successfully from 134
i 104 B.C.

4. Various other rulers from the Hasmonean family arose, and attempted to expand the
borders of $rael. Among these were Aristobulus | (1043 B.C.), Hyrcanus II, and
Aristolulus 1.

H. For the most parthese various rulerarere of lessernportance than thesmentioned
above.
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1. Most of them tried to expand the borders of the Jewish state, sometimes usiag merc
naries Butwere not greatly successfiWhat had begun as a religious movement had
now become a full blown poidalmilitary movement.

2. Some of the regious devotees left their own Jewish heritage to support the Syrians
against their own people, believing that there should not be a political struggle.

I.  Among the various rulers of this time weveotnotable rulers Theywere brothers, As-
tobulus Il andHyrcanus Il. When their father, Alexander died, they fought for the throne
andAristobulus Il finally won.

1. An Idumean(Edomite)named Antipatehad taken the side of Hyrcanus II, seeking to
gain power for himself.

a. Antipaterenlisted the help of a Nale#tn King Aretas Il to help him depose g\ri
tobulus Il and place Hyrcanus Il on the throne.

b. The Nabateans were people living in the old Edomite territory, around Petra
which wasin the soutlpartof Judedelow the Dead Sea

2. Because of this conflict,dbh Hyrcanus and Aristobulus appealed to Pompeypa R
man general for help.

a. Pompeywas in Syria at the time, and welcomed the opportunity to comeue Jer
salem.

b. Pompey responded in 63 B.C., but instead of helping either Hyrcanus or Aristob
lus he took possessianf Jerusalenfor himselt The Jews never had political-i
dependence in Restine again until modern times.

VII.  SLIDE #88. The Rise of Jewish Religious Sects.

A. SLIDE #89. The Rise of Jewish Religious Sect§he Temple Factor. The Temple
was the unifying dctor for the nation. Here the priests functioned, and the presence of
God was perceived to be there. The Law was primary because it gave religious and civil
guidance.

1. SLIDE #90. The place of tradition. How much and which traditions should apply
to thelife of the Jewish people?

2. SLIDE #91. Religion and politics. With political, social, economic, and religious
changes hang taken place, what was the rightful place of the Law?

a. By this time there was a rather laggesence of Gentiles the Jewish hmeland
as well aghe presence of Jeythe Diasporajn the Gentile world This situation
presentednany problems in both environments, particularly concerningjdiae

b. Some Jews made concessions, especially where business or government/religious
positions forced them to deal with the Gentiles. Otherewert he fil et t er
Lawo types and refused to take part in

c. Some religious conservatives withdrew and went to live in a sort of isolated m
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nastic s#ing.
d. Most Jews never allied themselvwasth a particular religious sect. Threeirel
gious parties or sects arose in tA&Century B.C.

B. SLIDE #92. The Essenes.

1.

Pliny the Eldera prominent Romawho wrote in about A.D. 79spoke of a Jewish
religious sect callethe Essenes Theywere a srall monastic groupvho formed a
community justnhorth of the Dead Sea. Philo, a Jew of Alexandria and Josephus also
make mention othem but no ancient writer gave mucinformation about thee
people or their beliefs. They are not mentioned in the Nestaieent.

SLIDE #93. Rise of Religious Sects: The Essenes. The Dead Sea Scrofis Di
covered. Until the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls about 1946, this was the least
knownreligioussect of the Jews. However, so much material has come to light since
that discovery, that they have now become one of the best known groups.

a. They had about 4,000 members. They were very strict in their personal lives,
were strong adherents of the Law, but rejected the Pharisaitiamad They
| ooked f or ssiahf{aypuophietiand Ipreest, etm)e

b. The Scrolls brought to light the characteristics of this sect of the Jews. sthe E
sene settlemenhow referred to as the Qumranr@aunity, was in plac@rior to
the coming of Rome, and theims of the communitywere thaight to be those of
an old Roman outpost of no particular imjamce. Archaeologists ignored it.

c. The total information gained from excavations at the Dead Sea furnished a great
deal of data concerning the beliefs and practices of the Essenes. Ther@iscove
also provided us with various manuscripts of the Old Testament, particthlarly
IsaiahScroll and the Habakkuk commentarizragments of every Old Testament
book except Esther have been found in the various caves which havexbeen e
plored and excavate

Slide #94. Rise of Religious Sects: The @uan Community. The Qumran
Community copied the Scrolls of the Old Testament amariety ofother religious
works. The Communitywas made up of a group of priests and others who withdrew
from the mainstram of Judaism to live an ascetic lif&ome, however lived in var
ous cities, but kept aloof from the poégace.

SLIDE #95. Pix: Qumran cave. The Scrolls were deposited in caves when the
community disbanded and fled to escape the Romans at the timedesthetion of
Jeruslem in A.D. 70.

SLIDE #96. Pix: Isaiah scroll. The scroll of Isaiah is the oldest copy of any Bibl
cal book atant, dating about 100 B.C.

SLIDE #97. Rise of religious sects: Essené<haracteristic beliefs. Some of the
charactenstics of this religious aomunity were:

a. SLIDE #98. Asceticism.
b. SLIDE #99. Celibacy.
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1) They dlowed women and childre(families) to be a part of the community,
but those who were unmarried when they joined the group, had to reeain c
libate.

2) They held nuch property in common.

3) Theologically akin to Pharisees in attitude toward the Law.

SLIDE #100. Practiced baptism.

SLIDE #101. They feld strong Messianicxpectdion, believing there would be

multiple persons accompanying the Messiah. That is, theube the Mssiah

himself, also Elijah, and a prophet. This may be the answer to the queries of
some peopl e at Johnds The axpectatisnnof a prodete J n.
might have been based on Deut. 184drd the expectatiaof Elijah was ceainly

based on Mal. 4:6.

e o

7. The Scrolls.Examples.

Manual of Discipline.

Commentary on Habakkuk.

Psalms of Thanksgiving.

War of the Sons of Light and the Sons of kreass.
Isaiah Scroll.

Fragments of all Old Testament books except Esther.

~Pooow

8. Some contributins of this discovery.

Permits us to seeow parts ofthe Old Tesiment wereinterpreted at that time.
Gives insight into a religious sect formerlyrest unknown.

Gives light on some New Testament passages from historical pirepe
Gives added informatn on historical background of the New Taesent.
Linguistic contribution. Shows how some words were used at that time.
The Isaiah scroll gve us the oldest copy afy Biblical bookever discovered.

~oooow

9. About 1200 graves havasobeen discovered at theesit

10. The Essenesvere very strict concerning their members, and ranked each member a
nually to see whether or not he (she) shouldlaega on any sort of probation.h&
Essenes left no lasting imprint on Judaism.

11.There has been a considerable amount ofrceersy over the past 480 years as to
whether the Qumran community characteristically represented theneSssand
whether or not John the Baptist might have been an Essene.

a. Although there are many simil arcjand es be
the Qumran Community there are also many differences. John has, for the most
part been dismissed from the discussions now, though the similarities ngght su
gest some influence dtors.
b. The various documentiiscoverednay show thaQumran wasot amonolithic
community, but a little broader so as to incorporateralb@u of similar groups or
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individuals. This is thought to be more compatible with the discoveries and the
account given byakephus.

C. SLIDE #102 The rise of religious sects:The Saddicees.

1. SLIDE #103. The rise of religious sects:Origin and beliefs. They had little to do
with the Old Testament prophetic writings the wisdom literaturebut held only to
the Law, the Peateuch.

a. Because they were in a quasi religious/politicasifpon, they had much contact
with the Gentiles (Syrians, GregkandRomans, etc.).Therefore they began to
take on many Hethistic and Roman ways.

b. They may have gotten their name from Zadok (I Kings. 2:35).

c. Many of the Jewish priests had belongethis sect.

2. SLIDE #104. The rise of religious sects: Characteristics. They were consea¢
tive on many religious issues, and combined these views with power politics. They
were for the most part the aostatic class.

a. They had a very practical politicl phil osophy, whivah .@mpha
b. Therefore they tended to make practicampoomises with their captors more
readily than some of the other Jews were prone to do.

3. Our information concerning the Sadducees comes primarily from writings of their
opponents, Josephus (himself a Pharisee), and the Netanient.

a. Although they primarily controlled the Temple worship since the priests were
usually affiliated with them, they did not hold to the traditions which theiPhar
sees advocated.

b. This did not keeghem from having their own traditions concerning the temple
worship. However, unlike the Pharisees they did not consider their traditions as
binding.

4. After the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 the Sadducees cebse ©bviously
their politicalandreligious directions and leadership had failed.

D. SLIDE #105 The rise of religious sects: The Pharisees.

1. Known as the fisepar abcated many efshe samethingstiath ar i s
the Hasidim (pietists) had advocated prioraod duringthe Macabean revolt.
(There are some differences of opinion a
The Phaisees, as such, are not mentioned until about 170 B.C. (Josephus)

2. John Hyrcanusa Hasmonean ruler of Israelaimed to be both king and priesind
the APhari seesodo rejected t Wduseesifodsu@port. Hyr c

3. At this point, the Pharisees appear as a politielidious party seeking to impose
their interpredtion of the Law on the nation.
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4. SLIDE #106. The rise of religous sects: Origin and beliefs. The Pharisees were
legalists, and very concerned that the traditional interpretations of the Law-be o
served. They considered the traditions on allewth the Law itself, and wereon-
cerned about strict separation froai things ceremonially unclean. Theayent
through many ritualso purify utensils, etc.considemgt hems el ves t he fik
orthodoxy, 0 and the figuardians of truth. o
5. SLIDE #107. The rise of religious sects: Characteristics. They strongly sp-
ported the synagogue and education of youth. Josephus says their numbers came to
about 6,000 in the days of Herod the Great who was king at the time of the birth of
Jesus. With the coming of the Herodian dynasty the political power of the Pharisees
diminisheal, and they began concentrating more on the life of the nation acah |
level rather than trying to work with Rome.
6. After the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the Judaism that survived was primamy a r
sult of the Pharisaic movement, and they are primaggyponsible for what came to
be calletihddewiysb o

VIIl. SLIDE #108 The Roman Period. (63 B.Ci A.D. 70). Continuing Conflicts Be-
tween Egypt and Syria.

A. SLIDE #109. The Roman Period. (63 B.Ci A.D. 70): Continuing Conflict Be-
tween Egypt and §ria. The Ptolemys VS. the SeleucidsPompey moved from Egypt
to Syria, conquering it, and finally came back taidalem.

1. Remember thafristobulus Il and Hyrcanus Il were both trying to gain power (see
above). Both had courted thevdr of PompeyandRome

2. Pompey, when he conquered Jerusalem favored Aristobulus, and allowed him to rule
the Jewsut alwaysunder Roman control.

3. There were variouminor revolts by the Jews against the Romans makindea a
source of constant trouble for Rome. The govesmirchanged frequently in Judea,
Samaria, and Galilee (the three divisions of Jewish occupied Palestine during the
New Tesaiment period). Internal strife in Rome aggravated Palestine's troubles.

B. SLIDE #110. The Roman Period.The Rising Roman Influence.
C. SLIDE #111 The Roman Rriod. 63 B.Cd A.D. 70: Popilius Laenas andAntio-
chusEpiphanes167 B.C.

1. SLIDE #112 Julius Caesar Julius Caesar (1684 B.C.) laid the foundation for the
Roman imprial system In 63 B.C. he served as Pontifex Maximus,chefithe state
religion, and three years later, along with Pompey and Crassus, was a member of the
First Triumvirate, an arrangement in which each member ruled a portion obthe R
man world. In 48 B.C. he defeated Pompey and became the sole ruler ohtaa Ro
Empire. He decided to use the solar measure of time, which became known as the J
lian calendar, and is the basis for our modern calendar. In 44hB.@as assass
nated by a group of jealous senators idicig his onetime allies, Brutus and Cassius
They had hoped to restore the Republic, but that effort failed.
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2. SLIDE #113 Caesar AugustusHe was the adopted son of Julius Caesat was
named Octavian.After the assassination of Julius Caesar there was politicali-conf
sion in Rome, and it was nantil 27 B.C. that Octavian came to powete ruled
from 27 B.C. until 14 A.D.The Roman Senateeftowed on him the name Audus,
and made hirstnEmpeomEoih sincient and modern historians generally
considerim to have beea ruthless, bugffective ruler.

D. SLIDE #114. Herod the Great.407 4 B.C. The Ruthless Builder.

1. SLIDE #115. Pix: Herod the Great. Allowed to ruleJudeaunder the jurisdiction of
Romeand Casar Augustus Herod was known for his building projects in Palestine,
but dso known as a very rhiess king.

2. SLIDE #116. Pix: Gold Coins Herod the Great.

a. Herod died in 4 B.C.Isortly after the birth of Jesus, ant lkkingdom was divided
shortly after his deatrchelaus his son became rul&SeeMatt. 2:2123

b. At the deathof Archelaus the territory was made a Roman province, and placed

under direct imperial rule. Under this arrangement Roman troops were always

present.

Pilate was a provincial governor or procurator, A.D-386

Because of the constant political changks,igh Priesthood continued to lee r

garded as of great politicak well as religiousnportance.

Qo

E. SLIDE #117. Roman Period. Some of the Roman contributions

1. SLIDE #118. Law andOrder. Some measure of law and ordeeyailed.

2. SLIDE #119 Roman Roads. Roman roads made international travel easier.
The Roman roads were of outstanding quality, and were originally constructed for
swift and easy travel for Romeb6s milita

3. SLIDE #120. Political unity. Political unity made international travedlatively
easy. This fact made the early wordide evangelistic féorts of the church much
easier.

4. SLIDE #121 Postal System. Efficient postal systemEmpirewide commuii
cations.This gave improved communications to the farness of the Empire,
cortributing to the circulation of the writings of the New Testament and those of
other early Christian writers.

IX. SLIDE #122 Institutions of the Jews in the First Catury.

A. SLIDE #123 The Sanhedrin. This was the ruling council of the Jews, made up of 70
men. In the days of Christ the Sanhedrin was mostly Saddu@ée=n Paul was on trial
before the Sanhedrin (Council) he saw that it was made up of both Pharisees ard Sadd
cees, and took advantage of this situation. See Actsla3:1

B. SLIDE #124. The Syrmagogue.This was a place of study and prayer, but not a place of
sacrifice. Its time and place of origin is unknown, but there can be little doubt that it
arose during the Intertestamental Period, possibly during the Babylonian ExilagoSyn
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gues are nanhentioned in the Old Testament.

C. SLIDE #125 The Diaspora. After the deportation of both the northern and southern
kingdoms many Hebrews were scattered throughout the world. Taegne known as
Athe twelve tribes of the dispersiono or t

D. SLIDE #126. Traditions of the Elders Thesetraditionswere handed down from the
ancients and consisted of such thingshasinterpretations of commandmeatsd other
legal and religious requirements, along viitle definitions ofvariouswords The trali-
tions were stringently followedby the Phaseesbut not by the Sadducees or Essenes
(EgWhat is dAwor ko dsommandnentdWhatdre trequirambnes 4
of Ahonoringo yoWwhatat skenr h&ndnemont mgrntodf Aun
a peson or utensils?)lhetraditionswere not in written fornuntil the end of the second
or beginning of the third century A.D.nlthe first century they were entirely oral.

E. SLIDE #127. The Temple The Temple of Solomon watestroyed in 586 B.Qwith the
invasion @ the Babylonians, but it was lateplacedby those who returned from the-E
ile. Herod the Great built a magnificent temple which was standing during the days of
Christ. It was destroyed when the Romans sackedalem in A.D. 70.

F. SLIDE #128 Aramaic Language This was the language &fram (Syria),but it be-
came the language afiost ofthe people of the Middle East by the time of the Babyl
nian Exile. It was close akin toeHrew, and was the languagetbé Jews and others in
Palestine during the days of Christ.

G. SLIDE #129 Separatism The tendency of the Jews was to keep themselves separate
from othercultures and nations. This helped to preserve their monotheism and their co
cept of their unique relationship to God. HoweVhbis attitude also created many diff
cultiesfor the Jews in their relationships with otleeiftures and ations.

H. SLIDE #130 Religious Sects Theimportantsects of the Jewsere the Pharisees, &a
ducees, and Essenes. Of these only the influencee dthhrisees had a lasting effect in
the hstory of the Jewish people.

Conclusion:
SLIDE #131 Closing Slide.
1. Understanding the background of the New Testament gives us a greater understanding
and appreciation of the circumstances, people, and nofithe New Tesiment.

2. We can then see more clearly what the writings of the New Testament meanteto the
original recipients.
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Chapter I
Introduction to the Gospels

Introduction:

=

The Gospels are a unique type of literature.

2. They ar er anpohi efisho oags has been supposbkd, but
ings, roughly in chronological order, but not strictly chronological. Asnpkes, see the
call of the disciples by the Sea of Galilee and the surrounding events as recorded in Ma
thew 4:2-22 (and 8:1417), Mark 1:1420 (and 1:2988), and Luke 4:38 5:11.

3. The main purpose of each Gospel is to present a reasonably detailed account of-the cruc
fixion and resurrection of Jesus. This is the core messdagach of the Gospels, aisl
certainlythe most important item in studying the gospel message.

4. The events of a relatively few days in the life of Christ are even mentioned in the Gospels
T the total is about thirtyHHowever, a great deal of space is given to the death and resu
rection narraties. This undoubtedly indicates that each of the authors was far nmere co
cerned with the death and resurrection than about giving details of the life of Christ.

5. Since liographies are never written in this fashidns a misnomer and very misleading

tord er to the Gospels as ndbi ouniguetpphofbtesa- of J e

ture forminga distinct literary genre.

l. Matthew.
A. Authorship.

1. He was an apostle, also named Levi, a publican (tax collector). Tradition says he later
preached in Etlopia.

2. The Gospel of Matthew is thought to have been written in Syria, perhaps Antioch.
Ignatius of Antioch (11415 A.D.) was the first early Christian writer to quote from
it.

3. Matthewds Gospel i s more frequentley quot
Gospel. Thignay beone reason it was placed first in the New Testament canon.

B. Addressees were probably Jews living in Palestine.

1. Papiasa second century Christian writex.D. 135, says thatMatthewwrote a gcs-
pel to the Jews in their own languagd&hat language would have beAramaic.
There is howeverno Aramaic language manuscript extant of the Gospel of Matthew.
2. Since the Greetextof Matthew does not have the syntax of a translation, it isrgene
ally thought that Matthew also wrote the @ekin the Greek leguage.

C. Some characteristics.
1. Matthewcites the Old Testament sixfiye times, which is more than any othersso

pel writer.
2. Jewish customs are constantly mentionedabehot detailed.
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3. Much said about the traditions of the Jews.

4. AiLabbo righteousness is contrasted with
Mount he calls attention to AYou have
to you. o I nGentile eontrovefsiestoverethe Lawduring the first-ce
tury, this would be of special interest to the Jewish €lanswho were probably the
original recipients of Matthewds Gospel

5. Matthew emphasizes the spiritual aspects of the Kingdom. He speaks of ¢ie Kin
dom fifty-one ti mes, usi ng 0 K-iwpog dtoimmeosf, HMea wnmegrd
Godo three times, and sixteen tim@s in

dom, the kingdom, etc.). He is the orBospelwriter who usesthe expression
Aki ngdom dnfvievhobtlze Jeavish epectation of a Messianic kingay it is
interesting that Matthew, the Gospel probalidrassed to Jewish Christians, would
use these terms scefuently.

Matthew includedifteen parables and tells of twenty miracles.

He gives an account of the birth of Jesus, telling of the vishefmise men, but not
the visit of the shepherds. He is the only writer who speaks ofthpesinto Egypt.

N o

D. Structure and content.

1. Matthew gives more biographical details than any of the other Gospel.
2. The Kingdom is a dominant theme in the book.
3. Thegenealogy in Méihew begins with Abraham, and it mentidoar women.

a. This mentionof women would have been unusual for the Jewen though they
are named only as they relate to the men in the genealogy itself.

b. In addition, the women mentioned by Matthave unusual. Two ahem were
foreigners (Gatiles), one was a prostitutand one seduced her fathedaw.

1) Tamar (vs. 3) disguised herself as a ptost and seducedudah her father
in-law (SeeGenesis 38).

2) Rahab (vs. 5) was a prostitute in Jeoichho assisted the Israelite sp(&se
Josh. 2).

3) Rut h (vs. 5) was a foreign women of
(See Ruth 1).

4) Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite, bore an illegitimate child with David,
and later gave birth to Solomon ¢kugh whom the genealogy was trackee
Il Sam. 11).

4. Matt hewb6s biographical outline shows Jes

then decreasing in his popularity. This is similar to the outline used in both Mark and
Luke, but is more pronounced Matthew.

a. Matt. 4:17. iFrom that timeJ e s us b e g aRepentpfor fhe kengdorh of 0

heaven is nead At the beginning of his minist

with the peple.

b. Matt 12:141 5 . AThen the Phari s eileagainstkim,t out

23



how they might destroy him. But when Jesus knew itwhkdrew himselfrom
thence. 0 Even though Matthew menrdtions
lowed Jesus and he healed them, we begin seeing the plot to kill Jesus being pu
suedandhe appears less with theultitudesthan kefore.

c. Matt. 16: 21.fFrom this timeon Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he

mustgotaJ er usal em and suffer many things
decline in his popularity, ulhately culminating in the cross.

E. General characteristics the Gospel of Matthew.

1.
2.
3.

Mark.

It has the most miracles of any of the Gospels.

It has the longest public discourse of Jesus, the&gon the Mount.

Generally speaking, Matthew gives more attention topthigic teachings of Jesus

than the other Gospels do. John is the
teaching material is in the form of personal dialogue, while Matthew gives miore pu

lic discourse.

About fourteen of Ma t Olth Eesténent aveotheaatddecdb n s f
phrase, Aithat 1t might be fulfilled. o Tt
in Luke, and nine times in John.

A. The Author of the book.

1.

2.

Mark |lived in Jerusalem, his maithdrer 6s nan
home. See Acts 12:12

He was not an apostle, and is not mentioned in the Gospel accounts. He and his co

sin Barnabas (Col. 4:10) went with Paul on first missionary tour, but Mark turned

back at Perga. He does not play a prominent role in the Nalarient.

a. Papias (A.D. 135) says Mark wrote his G

was in Rome.
b. Mark is thought by most New Testament delne to have been the first gospel

written.

B. Mark and Peter.

1.

2.

It is believed by some that Mark may have beerveded by Peter, since he calls
him his fAson. o | Peter 5:13.

It is possible that this Gospel was written as early as A.D. 50, but mosarschlace

it later, about A.D. 6&0.

C.Some characteristics of Markés Gospel

1.
2.

He gives no genealogy or accountloe sus 6 birth and chil dhood
He is interested primarily in the deeds of Jesus, not in the discourses.
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He represents Jesus quoting from Old Testament about nineteen times.

Mark contains only five parables.

Some Greek manuscripts give two differendiegs tothe book.

Mar k uses the expr es gtieenn fitkii meysd,o ma nod fGkoic
times. His emphasis on the kingdom is not as strong as thattibfeMa

D. The character of the writing.

1.
2.

It is the shortest of the Gospels, containing ontyesin clapters.

I n sections where Mark has the same cont e
count is usually longer and more detailed. However, Mark does not cover as many
incidents as either Matthew or Luke. There are exceptions tb ¢histhe tempa-

tionsin the wilderness.

There is less discourse and teaghimaterial in Mark than iMatthew Luke, or John.

The Gospel of Mark is thought to have beerttem primarily with the Roman people

in mind.

E. Structure.

Luke.

The Gospel of Mark may have been a sourcerfoch of the material in Mthew and
Luke, since the exact language appears at times in all three of the Synoptic Gospels.
Mark gives the least amount of teachings aralpas of Christ, but tells a great deal
about his actiiesi where he went and whhe did.

Although he quotes the Old Testament a good number of times, only twice does he
refer to them as the fulfillment of prophecies.

A. Authorship.

1.

Luke was a Gentile, a physician (Col. 4:14), anpanion of Paul, and well educated

as evidenceth his language. He says that he collected his irdtom from various

sources, having spoken to eye witnesses about Jesus. See-dk. 1:1 The- fiwe 0
tions of Acts show the various times when he was with Paul on his journeys.

. Luke probably wrote his&s pel in the early 7006st{ but t

ing it. As the writer also of Acts, he mentions that Paul was imprisoned i foom
two years, but does not speak of a releas

B. Addressee i3heophilus.

1.

2.
3.

Lukeds Geanly ene whick mentlons an addressee. He addresseddiis Go

pel to Theophil us, apparemnxeelyl antgoViee opntei
The expression, Aimost excellent, o0 is wuse
each of which is addressiagruler. See Acts 23:26, 24:3, and 26:25.

There is an evident relationship to Acts. Compare Luketiith Acts 1:13

Apparently there were many inaccurate account of Jesus circulating, and Luke wrote
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to correct this situation.

C. Some characteristics.

1.

Some d the narrative details in this Gospadem to indicate that his addressee might
not have been familiar witbertaincircumstances, customs, and geography of which
the author writes

Luke includes information about the birth of Jesus and early evemtsh Matthew

does not give (the visit of the shepherds, dedication at the temple, the incident at age
12). Matthew, on the other handcludes information not given by Luke (the visit of

t he Magi , Herodds killing onmdretunwoNahi | dr e
reth).

Luke is the only writer who speakstbie birth of John the Baptist.

Luke begins his genealogy with Jesus and goes back to God, whetdaswmzegins

with Abraham and goe®rwardto Jesus. Matthew opens his Gospel with theegen
alogy (chapter 1), whereas Luke giveis genealogyfter C h r i baptistns(chapter

3).

Luke indicates the general time period of the birth of Christ and his baptism by refe
ring to the reign of the Emperors and other governmental officials. This was the
standard practice of historians of that day.

He speaks more frequently of prayer than any other Gospel writer. Eleven out of the
fifteen times Jesus is spoken of as praying are found in Luke. Much of this is not
found in the other Gapels.

. He recads twentymiracles and twentgight parablegmore than any other writer)

Fifteen of these parables are exclusive to Luke.

D. Structure and content.

1.
2.

3.
4.

Lukebs sequences of mthatofMatthewand®ark. s i s di f
His account of the resurrection aagpearances is brief, and is quite different from

the other Gegpels.

Lukebdbs Greek is generally more nearly cl a
His writing is closer tothat ofa historian than theriters of theother Gospels. He
datescertain happeningby locating certain events during the period of certain g
vernmental ofitials.

IV. The Synoptic Problem.

A. Definition of the Synoptic Problemii T h i s i s the problem of ac
nesses and differences bet we eatJohMasnbthe w, Ma
cluded in this because his Gospel is very different in its approach and content.

1.

2.

It should be kept in mind that this is a literarylgem, not a theological problem, and

it need not interfere in any way with the Biblical teaching camngrinspiration.
Description of the problem. Compare Matthew 839, 18 23 with Mark 4:19,

13-20 and Luke 8:8, 915, and notice the sequence of the language, the likenesses
and the diffeences.
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B. Possible solutions.
1. Oral tradition.
2. Fragmentary theory.
3. Two-source Theory and the priority of Mark.

MARK Q

\/ \4

MATTHEW LUKE

4. Each of these theories has its own individstaéngths and weaknesses. The use of
Asourceso for t he inBiogeson the Biblical teaching concer n o wa
ing inspiration since Luke himself said that he used eyewitnesses as his soarce of i
formation about Jesus. (See Lk.-#)l This simply says that God use humanmage
cies in the collection and recording of the Galsmaterial. The source theories are
attempts to understand how the Holy Spirit combined the efforts of human being in
gatering information about Christ and recording it in their writings. It should be
noted that neither Mark nor Luke were sipes of Christ, and Luke, being a Gentile,
probably had no contact with Jesus at alll.

V. John.
Because of the gener al c h ar mduted n the discudsmih n 6 s (
of the synoptic gospelsOther than the feeding of the 5,000 and the cwioifi and resurme
tion, Johnhas very little material in common with the Synoptics.

A. Authorship and date of writing.

1. John was an apostl e. He is thought to he
is not definitely identified as such in the Gospe&econd century writings identify
him asthat person

a. Polycrates, in the late second century identified John as the one who reclined next
to Jesus in the upper room. John 13:23 refers to this person simply as the disciple
whom Jesus loved.

b. We have no defiite information on this.

2. John waghe last of the apostles to die, and is probably the only apostle who did not
die as a mayr.
B. His Gospel was probably written A.D.-88.

1. The John Rylands Fragment is a small piece ofypespwhich was discovered in
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2.

Egypt. The fragment contains a few verses from John 18, and has been dated in the
early seond century.

This discovery showed that Jahis G casllg mot have beenritten as late as -

eral scholars had previously thought (redcond century, written, tdy John, but

by aipAciosof John).

C. The content and approach of this Gospel point to the probability thatldhesseewere
probably Greekslthough no addressees are identified.
D. Characteristics.

1.

2.

3.

10.

Two of Johnods f avor i tleshdauld eemetised laow Be uSea i t h

the word faith in comparison with Paul 6
He uses metaphors of door, lamb, vine, roadway, shepherd, water, light of the world,
and others.

John gives a brief explanation of some Jewigbtoms, geography @in area, and a
description of cdain places, indicating that his addressees probably were not familiar
with these things.

He gives information about certamv ent s during the I|Ip@gst w
ters 1221)which the Synoptics do not refer toadit

S

ee

The entire book covers only abael@ctovet wenty

only one day.

The Christology of John is very conggl He deals with the divinitgimanity of &-
sus, and the Sonds rheldaee nat speak dhisfomaJw- t h e
ish point of view. The idea of the trinity was completely foreign to the Jews, and
was, no doubt, a part of the confusemmd oppositiorof the Jews. This is empgdized

in John.

The vocabularyboth Greek and Englisis the smplest inthe entire New Testament,

and is very restricted. Yet John is the most theological and philosophical ofshe Go
pels.

This is the only Gospel telling of the raising of bass.

John uses the word fAbelieved abouHe one
speaks of God as Father one hundred twembtytimes, and speaks of love fifty
seven times. We will see how the word Father became an insult to the Jews. The
prominence of these words should give us insight into the general message of this
Gospel.

Jhn uses the word Akingdomd only fiour t
codemus (kingdom of God) , and twice at
kingdom). In the KJV it appears three times in the trial before Pilate.

B. Structure and purpose.

=

John20:3B1 gives Johnds own statement of t
John is the most Christological of any of the Gospels. He says more abouathe rel
tionship of the Bther to the Son than any of the other Gospel writers.

Only a few miracles and ngarables appear in John. He frequently uses metaphors
however.
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4. Most of the miracles in John are accompanied by a discourse or dialogue on a topic
relating to the miracle which is being described. (Feeding the fivesadnd Bread
of life, Raising Lazaru$ Resurrection, etc.) This seems to be a very important part

of Johndés message. The miracles are spok
5. In this Gospel, Jesus makes the claims of his Mhaskip more clearly than in the
others.

VI. A general view of iblical literary genre.
A. A general look at the Gospels.
1. There arewo categories of literature contained here.

a. Narrativei historical.
b. Teachingg the sayings of Jesus.

2. The Gospels areunique type of literature.

a. They are ot biographies.
b. They are oughly chronological, but they sostimes differ in the sequence of
events

1) Notice the difference in chronology between Mt. 42Band Lk. 5:111, the
calling of the first four di-is-law.p |l es &
Matthew shows the callingf ¢he four disciples before the healing aftPe r 6 s
motherin-law (See Matt. 4:1822 and Matt. 8:14.5) but Luke places the call
of the first four disci plirlaw. (detLler t he
4:38-39 and Lk. 5:111).

2) There are a number pfaces where chronology is obviously not a concern to
the writers. Notice also the aecount
tion.

c. The Gospels mix narrative and teaching.

1) Compare this with Old Testament historical narratives. History is io@uta
in Joshua through Esther, but the teaching of the prophets and othars is co
piled in another group of bookKshere is very little mixture of historical narr
tive and specific doctrinal aerial in the Old Testament.

2) In the Gospels we have a great defakeading dialogue.

B. There are four different accounts of Jesus life anchiegc

=

Each was written for a different purpose, and to a different group of people.

2. The Synoptics contain much common material. Almost all of Mark is contained in
Matthew ad Luke, but John is completely different.

3. We need to look at two types of historicaitisegys.
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a. Historical setting of the author.
1) Papias: Mark was written in Rome, probably to the Romans, and wmikten u
der the guidance of Petelt was pobably thefirst of the Gospels to be i
ten.
2) Papias: Matthewasprobably written to the Hebrew Christians
3) Papias: Luke was written to Theophilus, a Gentile, probably a governmental
of ficial (Amost excellent Theophil us

b. Historical setting of the recipients.
c. Historical setting of Jesus andl dentury Judism.

C. Studying the miracles of Jesus.

1.

0)

We dondét read them in the same way as we

parables, butatheras they were inteled to be read.

a. John constantly speaksofthd r acl es as signs. They
the Messiah, and be one with thatHer.

b. Many people think that the purpose oé thmiracles was to heal the sick, but John
says otherwise.J n . 20: 31. AJesus did masy ot
ence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by belie
ing you may have |ife in his name. 0

1) They were like the signs on the highway. They carsied me s s a g e . L
become so enamored with the sign that we fail to see the message.

2) What about the miracles which no one was healeich as the miracles in
nature (cursing the fig tree, walking on the water, stilling the storm, feeding
the 5,000), &.?

3) The miracles were not for the purpose @fewving suffering, but to affirm his
claims to be the Mssiah.

2. They were given to confirm the word, atine authenticity of the message.

a. Heb. 2:34 . AGod t est i hders, dndvanious nicked) gnd gifisg n s ,
of the Holy Spirit.o
b. They were not performegdst for the relief of suffering.

D. The parables of Jesus.

1.
2.

3.

We need to see the main thrust.

Sometime Jesus explained his parables. See Matt. 13 for parable of the sower, the
parable of the weedtares), and the parable of the fishnet.

Sometime Jesus stated why he was telling a péatiparable.

a. Lk. 10:2529. Jesus tells why he gave the parable of the Good Bamar
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b. Lk. 15:1-2. Jesus indicates why he told the parable of the lost shetmoio,
and prodgal son.

c. Lk. 18:9. Jesus spoke against sefhteousness, and gave the parable of ttee Ph
risee and Puldan to teach against this.

4. Sonetimes he left the interpretation up to us.

E. Gospel narrative.

1. The Gospels are not biographies. téasl, they are a type of literaturex genre all
their own.

2. They are roughly chronological, but there are chronological differenemgedn
them.

3. They cover a total of only about 30 days

F. The use of literary devices andures of speech in the Gospels.

1. The statements of Jesus do not al ways Am
what they mean. o We al | practice these |
the principles when reading thetie.

a. Mt. 5:2930. Te use of hyperbol e. Jesus didn
gouge out our eyes, or cut off our hands. What did he miban he said this
b. Mt. 5:13, 10:16, 16:B3. The use of similes and raghors.
1) Mt . 5:13. AYou are tédethlallti gt tdfe te
These are metaphors describing the character and influence his followers are
to have in the world.No one misses this, but the principle is sometinges i
nored where some people are determined to make something literal which is
figurative.
2) Mt . 10: 16 . Al am sending you out | i ke
shrewdas snakes, and as innocent as doves

2. These are mixed into the historical narrative.

G. Studying the parables of Jesus.

1. Why were they given?

a. The parables were not given in order to clarify an issue, but to probe the heart of
the individual.

b. Matt 13:1015. This passage presents some problems to some readers pbut pro
ly understood it gives great insight into the importance of thabes.

The disciples came to him and askéd/hy do you speak to the people ia-p
rables® He replied,6rhe knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has
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been given to you, but not to them/hoever has will be given more, and he will
have an abundance. \Wver does not have, even whathas will be taken from
him. This is why | speak to them in parables:

Though seeing, they do not sélepugh hearing, they do not hear or understand.
In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiaivou will be ever hearindput never
understandingyou will be ever seeing but never perceivingor this peoplés
heart has become callouséaey hardly hear with their easnd they have closed
their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eybsar with their earsjnde-
stand with their heartand turn, and | would heal thedn.

2. We must learn to study the parables as Jegaadedi as probes. Only then will
they have the meaning Jesus intended for us.
3. Parables usually have a single main point.

a. Other observations can bghtfully made, but we must look for the main thrust.
b. Attimes Jesus or the Gospel writer will state what this main point is.

1) Luke 15:12 . A Nedaw collebtors andinners were all gathering around to

hear him. But the Pharisees and the teacfers® he | aw mutter ed
wel comes sinners and eats with them.
2) L k. 18: 1. AThen Jesus told his IS
shoudéways pray and not give up. o

3) Lk. 189. " To some who were confident of t
looked down on everybody el se, Jesus tol

~

0
i

o O

e
d

4. For these reasons, we do not read the miracle stories in the same way as we read the
parables or historical narratives, because they are of a different literary genre or type.
We practice this principlall the time in our own reading of secular literature. You
do not read a newspaper editorial or an obituary in the same way that you read a co
ic book of a book of fiction.

Conclusion:
1. Itis important that we understand that the Bible contains a yariig¢ypes of lierature.

2. When studying the Gospels, we need to remember that they are not simply biographies
and narratives, but are a literary genre of their own.
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Chapter Il
The Gospel of Luke

Luke's Prologue
Luke 1:14

I. Luke as an author.
A. Discussion Questions:

Read Luke 1:4.

Why is Luke writing his Gospel? What is hisrpase?
To whom is he writing?

Where did Luke get his information?

PpwnhPE

B. He wrote both the Gospel of Luke and Acts.

1. These are two volumes of a single work, and this prolegunees as an introduction
to both. See Acts 1:2 and compare the introductory staents.

2. His style is more classical than most of the books of the New Testamertie ded
monstrate excellent Greek tradition and language.

3. He was the only Gentile writef the New Tesiment.

4. He was probably a Greek.

5. He addressed his Gospel to Theophilus, probably a government official of high rank
since Luke addressedophiimmuass 0imost excell e

a. Luke 1:3.E.J.Goodspeed transl at egatherhhan MMost
excellent. o

b. The nameTheophilusmeans fil over of God, 6 and has
was addr essed t oHoWewdr,[Theophilos wescommontameal . 0
among the Greeks.

6. He was a companion of Paul, and joined him during portior&aaf's mission jau
neyssNot e the fAwed sections in Acts.
7. Paul refers to him in Col. 4:14 as a physician and dear friend.
II. The composition of Luke's Gospel.

A. Methods of research.

1. He opens his work by stating that there were many other accounts of thieJigsus
in circulation. Lk. 1:4.

a. tmaybethateme of the accounts which were ci

wereinaccurate, although Luke does not necessarily imply thie wants to be
sure however, thatheophlus has an accurate account.
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b. A good many speculative and fanciful Gnostic Gospels were written during the
second and third centuries. (Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Peter, etc.) These are
call ed pseudepigrapha or dfalse writd.i

c. InLk.1:1:3 he speaks of fAt hlef itlhliendg sa nohnagt uhsa.v

1:1 he speaks orfwhtihcen fhfeo rwmeort eb oaobkeou t
gan to do and to teach. o

d. He alsosays that his investigation involved interviews with some of the ¢yewi
nesses, andewent back to the very bawiing.

e. This shows Luke's use of sources in composing his Gospel. Since he was-not Je
ish, there is no reason to suppose that hesaxgrorknew &sus.

2. Luked s u sese soufcestddes not present any difficulty concerning inspiration of
the Scripture. Gab used the natural abilities and opportunities of men to accomplish
his purposes in revealing himself to mkand.

. L u k pubpsse waso give Theophilus an orderlycaount of the eventsLk. 1:4

1. This would give Theophilus personal certaintyn@erning tke things he had been
taught.

2. Acts continues this theme, picking up where the Gospel of Luke leaves off.

3. Luke is the only author who dates the events he is reporting.

a. This is done concerning the birth of John the Baptist and Jesus.

b. He againdatestheeens at t he be gublitmiistng of Jesuso

c. In Acts 18:2 Luke speaks of the edicttbe Roman emperdClaudiusordering
the Jews to leave Rome. This helgsdate the events of Acts 18 by looking into
history to see when this edict was executed by Qlsud

Conclusion:

1. Luke is the only Gospel writer who gives an addressee for his writing.
2. Lukeds use of sources (eye witnessew) show

man elements in the inspiration of Scripture. This resulted in the messdgegufspel
originating from divine revelation, but it allowed the writer the freedom to use his own
experences, knowledge, and investigation. This can be easily observed in the difference
in styles, vocabulary, and syntax used by the various New Testamiggits as they
present the message of the gospel to their readers.

3.See the |l esson on Al n dditiond informatonn t o t he Gos
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Herod the Great

Herod the Greaf37-4 BC), was the Romabacked king of Judea, portrayed as a tynar@hris-
tian and Jewish tradition.

Herod was born in southern Palestine, of Arab origin on both sides. His father, Antipater, was
made procurator of Judea by Julius Caesar iB@7Pompey the Great had previousbpdsed

the Hasmonaean dynasty. Over Hasaean opgsition, the Roman Senate recognized Herod as
king in 39BC, but his actual rule began two years later. He then sought to consolidateihis pos
tion with the Jews by marrying Mamne, a princess of the Hasmonaean line, whom he later put
to death.

The first years of Herod's reign were troubled by hostility between two Jewish sects, the Sadd
cees and Pharisees, and by the enmity of surviving members of the Hasmonaean howse, who s
cured a friend in Cleopatra, queen of Egypt. Herounaltely prevaild against his adversaries,
mainly because of the defeat of Cleopatra and Mark Antony at the hands of Gaius Octavius, later
Emperor Augustus. Although Herod had supported Mark Antony in his power struggleavith O
tavius, the latter was convinced that Heroould continue to rule accding to the dictates of

Rome and confirmed him as king in BI. Thereafter Herod's political enemies werg@-su
pressed.

The years from 25 to 1BC were for the most part progpels. During this period Herod devoted
himself to a geat number of architectural projects, including the construction at Jerusalem, Jer
cho, and Caesarea of theaters, amphitheaters, and hippodromes for the Grecian games inaug
rated in honor of Augustus. To protect the Judean frontier against Agaisions,he built or
rehabilitated a chain of fortresses, which were later to prove of great value to the Jews in their
insurrection against Rome. He began the rebuilding of the Temple at Jerusalem with close regard
for the religious scruples of the people. Theafiyears of Herod's reign were embittered by the
ceaseless and complicated political intrigues within his palace.

When he died at Jericho in March or April of the yeaB@, Herod's kingdom wasivdded
among three of his sodisHerod Antipas, Archelaus, drHerod Philip. Although himself a pra
ticing Jew, and despite his attempts to win their favor, Herod was hated by the Jewsmpa fo
er and a friend of the Romans. According to Matthew 2:16 he tried to Kill the irdsud By
massacring all the male las in Belehem.

Herod the Great.Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 200®.19932000 Microsoft Corpation. All
rights reserved.
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Chapter IV
The Births of John the Baptist and Jesus

Introduction:

1. Both Matthew and Luke give accounts of thetbiof Jesus, but only Luke tells us about
events surrounding the birth of John the Baptist. Neither Mark nor John gives any info
mation about either of these events.

2. Matthew and Luke give different Kkinds of i
of the visit of the shepherds on the night
the Magi. Matthew, on the other hand, tells of the visit of the Magi, which took place a
good while after JesusoO bir pherds. but says no

3. Luke tells of various events which took place at the temple shortly after the birth-of Ch
ist, but Matthew does not write about any of these.

The promise of Johnds birth. Lukeukelss t he o
25.

A. The timeidentified.

1. During the days of Herod the King of Judea.
2. See previous notes concerning Herod.

B. Background of the announcement to Zechariah.

1. Zechariah was a priest of the division of Abijah, and his division had been called to

officiate at this time. He ®as assigned to burn the incense, a task p$iderable

honor.

Review the origin of the Aaronic priesthood.

Customarily, people stood outside the temple praying while the incense wasfbeing o

fered nside. This is what was taking place at this time.

4. Therehad long been 24 divisions of the priests, each officiating once every two years.
See | Chron. 24:10.

5. Zechariah and Elizabeth were childless, and agkrh was past her chilokearing
years.

wn

C. Appearance of the angel.

1. The angel sai d tager hAsbedmn aaard. aYioyr wifé Elzabeth wil

bear you a son, and you are to give himt
2. It was customary for the priest to offer prayers for the people as he offered the i
cense. This is may be the meameearg lodartd,e

response to Zechaangteafihdéangel. ear at t he appea
3. Vs. 17. The child to be born to them was to go forth in the spirit and power of Elijah.
See Mal. 4:5.
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4. Emphasis is placed on the fact that he would be a messenger for God.

5. Zechariah doubted the message, and the amg&lexed by telling him that he would
be unable to speak until this had been accomplished.

6. The child was to be named Johmdahe was to be the instrumeiatr turning the
hearts of Israel back to God, and prepathe people for the Lord.

D. Upon exiting the temple, the priest ordinarily pronounced a blessing ondple pe
1. Zechariah was unable to speak, and could not do this.
2. He was late in coming out, and when he did not speak the people believed he may
have gen a ision.
II. The announcement to Maryuke 1:2638
A. Mary and Joseph.
1. They were betrothed.
a. This was much more than an engagement since it had legal standing.
b.1f the Ahusbando died during mtsidezedper i od
widow.
2. To dissolve a betrothal there had to be a divorce procedure.
B. The announcement.
1. AYou will be with child and give betrth 1t
sus. o0 Lk. 1:31

2. Description of the person and mission of her son.

a fHe will Bencafl edet Mest Hi gh. o 1: 32
b. He will occupy the throne of his father David.

1) David was the most illustrious king afrael.

2) Prophecies had pointed to the Messiah being the son (descendant) of David,
and occuping his throne. See Is. 922

3) His kingdom wil never end. See Daniel 2:44.

3. Maryds questions.
a. iHow can this be since | am a virgin?o
b. Compare this with Zuaicnhga rJioahhnédss ¢ou erstthi.on

c. The doctrine of the virgin birth is a Biblical dane, and is different from the
Catholic doctrineof the Immaculate Conception.
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1) The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception officially came into Catholicism
in 1854 when Pope Pius IX@rounced it a dogma. It was entertained as ea
ly as the thirteenth century however.

2) The doctrine of the Immaculate Gmption deals with the problem created by
the Catlolic teaching on origina{inherited)sin. If that doctrine is true, then
Mary was conceived in sin, and this would go against the Catholic teaching
concerning her purity. The doctrine of tmemaailate Coreptionsays that
Mary was conceived in purifywithout inheriting the guilt of original sin.

d "So the holy one to be born wild.l be cal

1) Although Jesus does not frequently claim to beSbe of God, he affirmed it

atthetimeoPetebs conf essi-b/hp (Matt. 16: 16

2) Healso affirmedt during his trial when the High Priest challenged Hifadtt.

26:636 4 . AnTel | us i f you are the Chri s
AYou say so. 0 I n Greek t hsiasy.ios an aff
3)Jesusd answer doegy ngott hanp,l yb uth Ylo ua m rre
or AYou said it. |l did not say it.o

4, Questions.
a. What problems would the situation of Je
reference to her family? Her community@seph? Jesismself?
b. How would her contemporaries in Nazareth have viewed her and her son?
C.Josephos andtgheannoentemennts hinMatt. 1:1824
1. He found out that Mary was pregnant, and had to decide what to do.
a. He could bring her befora public court andigtorce her.
b. He could divorce her privately by giving her a notice of divorcement in tre pre

ence of two witnesses.

2. The context seems to show thdary had dscussed this with Joseph, and tried to
convince him of her fidelity

a. Josep apparently refused to believe her story until the angel appeared to him in a
dr eam, assuring him that Marybds pregnail
human being.
b. Matthew says this was a fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah, Is. 7:14.
[ll. The birth of Joh the Baptist.Luke 1:5766

A. The birth and surrounding events.

1. On the eighth dathe parentsrepared for the mtumcision and naming the child.
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2.

3.

Elizabeth said he was to be named John, but some wanted to nhardedhaiah
i JorZechariahwrote on a thlet, i k6 name is Joho.
At this timeZechariahwas again able to speak

B. The song of Zechariah. Lk. 1:4B.

IV. The birth of Jesus.

A.Lukebdbs account .

1.
2.

He dates the event in the way which was customary among seculaahistor

Caesar Augustus ruled from B/C. until A.D. 14. ASyrianenrollment for tax pu
poses took place in about 7 B.C. Palestine could well have come under thiat enrol
ment directive.There is no historical account of a tax enrollngirécted &clusively

to Palestine at this timeHistory shows thaQuiranius was governor of Syria at that
time just as Lukesays, buthiere are some chronological difficulties here which are
inexplicable.

There is nothing in the account of the birth of Jesus which sounds like an embellis
ment.

a. Such exaggations are frequently found in mythologid@hiraculou® birth so-
ries.

b. Second and third century pseudepigraphic writings concerning the birth of Jesus
greatly embellisithe event and add many fanciful stories about his miraculous
powers as a small chil

The visit of the shepherds.

a. They were in a nearby field keeping their sheep at night.

b. An angel appeared, made the announcementwasdherjoined by the heavenly
host.

c. The shepherds decided to go to Bethlehem to find him. He would by lying in a
marger.

B.Matt hewd6s account . Mat t . 2:1:12

1.

2.

Matthew says nothing of the taxation enrollment, but he places Mary and Joseph in
Bethlehemat the time of the birth of Jesus.
The visit of the Magi.

a. The Magi were probably Parthian or Mediasir@logers or starg&zs, and are
thought by some to have been Zoroastrian priests. Some believe theseawere B
bylonian astrologersA great deal of speculation has come down to nseming
the number, identity, and names of the MaJe have no historicahformation
on these things other than the Biblicataunt
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b. Zoroastrians looked for a victor to come to the world who would bring light in
place of darkness. This was a religion begun by Zoroasteri (630 B.C.). It
was monotheistic, worgbping Ahura Mazda, the god wisdom and light.

c. Also, the Roman writer Suetonius (vA30 A.D.), speaking of the birth of ¥e
pasianjust1d 5 years after the birth of Jesus
persistent idea was circulated throughout the whole East that it wasafeateat
time the rulers of the world wdeusd ari s
History, and Youp. 22.

3. Matthew identifies Herod as king at that timetistp thatthe Magi were seekinghe
one who was born to be king of the Jews. They hadtbeestar in the east , and went
to Heral for gudance

a. Various attempts have been made to identify the star. Saturn and Jupiter were in
conjunction three times during 7 B.C., but there is no atidic that this is what
Matthew had reerence to.

b. The newsof this birth disturbed Herod and the people of Jerusalem.

c. Herod knew nothing afhe Messianic expeation of the Jewsbut called the chief
priests and scribes together to inquire of them where the Christ was to be born.

d. The priests referred to Micah 5t8 establish that Bethlehem was the expected
pl ace of the Messiahos bi r thekhemwhé&re e Magi
they found the childandpresentedheir gifts.

e. The arrival of the Magi did not take place immediately after the birth of Jesus.
See Matt. 2:138 where the text indicates that Jesus was probably close to two
years old at the time of therival of the Magi Hewas not referred to asteb a b y 0
(b r e fboephos)as in Luke 2:12 (visit of the shepheredbut as archildo
(p ai dpaidion Matt. 2:11 (visit of the Magi). When the Magi came he was
notlying in a manger, but was in the house

4. Joseph took the family to Egypt, and remained theredrgilr o d 6 s deaft h i n .
ter which they eturned to Nazareth.

5. Her od had the male children in and aroun
old and under , i n accordance with the ti
2:16.

a. This kind of action fi¢ well into the charactetic behavior of Herod as we know
it.

b. He had some memizof his own family killed (wife and son) because hs-su
pectedthem of treason. See thé@#&pterll, The Intertestametal Period.

c. A saying arosamong the Jews of Jerusalemhich, in Greek, isa play on words

They saidt ha't it was bett euV haspthanbtds sther od 6 s
(ui o Nuiog .
6. Archel aus, Her od 6 s s otal as&in fhthes had lmeens anad he, W a

ruled for only a short time. He had only Ilted powers, and was called an Ethnarch.
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He was removed and highed in A.D. 6, after which most of Palestine was governed
by a proarator.

Conclusion:

1. Note the differences between Lukdthes. accoun

2. In giving thegenealogy, Matthew begins with Abraham, but Luke goes all the way back
to AAdam he son o {37. @andyoudhink & a reasdn whkydhes® di 2 3

ferences occur?
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Chapter V
The Baptism and Temptations of Jesus

I.  The ministry of John the BaptistMatt. 3:312, Mark 1:1-8, Luke 3:220, John 1:1928

A. Read the four accounts, and note the differences.

1.

2.

3.

Both John and Jesus were very popua ar in
l em and al | JJohibesa ob acpatmes nout t o
Mar ks account is the shortest pagsmdndL ukeo:

temptations.

Luke gives information abouhe replies oflohnthe Baptistto questions fronsome
who came out to his baptism. In this, he differs frasthtMatthew and Mark.The
Gospel of John gives informatiam different questions, asked at a different time, and
from different people than those in Luke.

a. Luke dates these events. Ti berius Caes
ministry andthe baptism of Jesumok placein the 15" year of Tiberius, plaing it
about A.D. 30. Variations in the Gregorian calendar have to be considered also.

b. Luke tells us that Jesus was about 30 years old at that time. See Lk. 3:23.

Later (Matthew 17) we fincdbut that John wasedlared by Jesus to be the Elijah
promised in Madc hi 6 s prophecy. Al s o the prdmiss of was a
Johndés birth

B.Johnds message.

1.

There was a Messianic expectation among many of the people. This is seen in some

of the quesbns the crowd asked John. The Qumran Community was very close to

the | ocati on addesdribad mdlatt. I Mkpk, and k. 3. The disco

ery of the Dead Sea Scrolls uncovet ed i n
pectation of @&oming ofa Messiah. The Dead Sea Scrallsre discovered begiing

about 194748.

ARepent for the kingdom of heaven is at h
coming kirgdom.

Only Matthew speaks of Johnds message of
Synoptics mention Johnosptimemsaget olohede
does not mention either of these. Instead, John emphasizes the introduction of Jesus

as the ALamb of God who takes away the si
The Gospel writers saw John tBaptist as the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah

40:1-5.

Johnthe Baptisteferred to some of the Pharisees and Sadducees who came out to his
baptism as fiYou brood of vipers! Who war

a. AOne is coming after me whe mightier than | . .a
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b. Matthew said that when John saw many of the Pharisees and the Saddotees co
ing out to his baptism he challenged them to show their repentance by reformed
lives. They would have considered this an insult since they were tgous|
leaders of their day, and they placed great faith in the fact that they were the
children of Abraham. See Matt. 31D.

c. John denounced their total reliance onaklam as their father.

d. The Jews practiced proselyte baptisithe fact that John requirdzhptism of the
Jews seemed to say to them that their pedigree (Abraham as their father) did not
give them privilege with God.After all, baptism was for the Gentile who was
converting to Judaism, not for the Jews who were already in a covenanmnrelatio
ship with God.They would have been familiar with baptism as a rite of parific
tion however.

6. The disciples of John the Baptist continued long after his defblout fifteen years
af t er ppeardnnedon theascene some of his discglesound inEphess. See
Acts 191-7. This was about the yearD. 55.

I. The baptism of Jesus. This marks the beginn
Matt. 3:1317Mark 1:911, Luke 3:2122

A. Matthew gives the most detailed account of this.

1. Matthew states that Jesuaame down from Galilee to be baptized.

2.John tried to deter HWiinh,I bautl Jre sguhst esoauisd el
to be a reference to JesusO missiom to ded
pose of Jesus 6rpdeapotribaptem.wActs 138t he pu

3. Matthew is the only writer who gives thisasthasre n f or Chri st 6s bap

4. Only John uses the expression, fALamb of C

B. The descent of the dove, and voice from heaven.

1. The Spirit Ade,sia(med and Mdrk). kLeke says desuaepry-
ing, and the Spirit fAdescended on him in
2. A voice from heaven said, AThis is my S
pl eased. o

[ll. The TemptationsMatt. 4:1-11, Luke 4:213. Mark onlymentions that Jesus wass tempted,
but gives no details.

A. The situation.

1. Mar k says that after h itosthe Desgrttheres hefastéde s us w
forty daysand was temptedee Mk. 1:12

2. This tookplace before the beginning of his public mingstNotice the events of John
1 and Jesus otact with the early disciples.

3. ltis interesting to note the differences betwehe accounts in Matthew ahdke.
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4. Heb. 4:15. Jesssas AdAtempted in every way just as
temptatim? What part does desire play in temptation? Can there be temptation wit
out desire? Was Jesus really tempted in the same ways that we are? What problems
does this present concerning the divirlitymanity of &sus and his sinlessness?

5. In the temptationsve see Satachallenginglesusoncerning his relationship to God.
Jesus was just about to begin his ministry, and it seems that these challenges and

temptations translate themselves itseltime questi on, A Wh at Kin
y o u WWhaeh eeenn the larger cotext of Jesus whole ministry, and his responses
to Jewish opposition, especially irst JohnC

tood as qugions concerning how he would choose to carry out his mission.

a. AWill you be a popular Messialy? (fiFeed the people just as Moses did in the
desert. o S e e33 eohcerwing JewishnexpéctatBos about the Messiah
providing food for the paple)

b. AWill you be a spectacular Messih (fiDisplay your power by jumping off of
the highest point ahe temple After all doesnd?®) God pr

c. AWill you be a monarchial king Messiah (i Di dn6ét you come to r
You can be a powerful political king. This would be a wonderful shortcu¢to a
complish this. Just pay homagetemand | wil |l turpy the wol

6. We must see these as real temptations, not just a formality Jesus went through. In
thesetempttions dowe see the humanity of Jesus in a way which we do not see it
elsewhere?Reconsider the role that desirays in temptation, and see how it applies
to Jesus in these events, especially as we look realigtat Heb. 2:1718 and 4:15.

. The first temptation: Chaeghe stones into bread.

1. The challenge is, Alf you are the Son of

2. Jesuss challenged to @shis divine power for personal comfort. That was not the
design of his power.

3. He is shown in the Gospels and other parts of the New Testament to be as human as
we are. Such use of his power would have voided that claim.

4. The temptation was met by a qaton from Deut. 8:3.

. The second temptation: hfow yourself down from the highest point of the temple.

1. Again the challenge, Alf you are the Son

2. The Devil quoted the Old Testament stating that God would not allow him to harm
himself, but would bar him up in trable. Ps. 91:112

3. Again Jesus used an Old Testament quotatios time from Deut. 6:16

. The third temptation: You careceive the all of the kingdoms of the worldydu will
bow down and wshipthe Devil.

1. There is nb gybal beesgehenBon of God, 0 but
power in exchange for homage paid by Christ to the Devil.
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2. Again Jesus answered with Scripture, Deut. 6:13
3. The Deuvil ldt him at this time.

IV. What is the symbolic meaning of these temptatioAsioser look.
A. What was Jesus facing?

1. The beginning of his missionAs we try to better understand these challenges which
the Devil presented to Jesus, we must re
in every way, 0 and wdemptddeHemdadeaaepatpowmecst | v as
to resist temptatiomhich are not available to ustherwise it could not be said that
he was tempted just as we are temptddre are some things he faced.

How would he accomplish this mission?

What kind of Messiah auld he be?

What kind of king would he be?

How could he win the hearts of his coymren?

What contradictionand oppositiowould he face?

How would he meet this opposition?

Could he actually fail? Could he actually yield to temptation?

~ooooTw

Q

2. Jesus had to fadhese things before he couldemt his mission effectively.

a. Inlooking at this situation, we must remember that Jesus was a real human being,
getting ready to begin his ministry.

b. He faced the same questions andHowr obl em
amltozc ompl i sh these goal s?0

B. Some options whickhe Devil placed before Jesus. We must try to see the temptations
from the point of view oflesus anthe Jews ohis day, not from our owmcademic or
theologicalpoint of view.

1. The first temptaon: changing the stones into bread.

a. Remember, Jesus was very hungry, having fasteriyrdays.

b. Would he be a Messiah who provided for the primary physical needs of all human
beings?This was a real option for him.

c. By being a fbr elaghn thecalegianeetofithe masses; the poor,
and deprived. The Romans had been ruthless in their taxation of the provinces.
This would have gainetbr him an immediate following and wallhave given
him many advantagedt would pobably have made im avery popular figurein
his nation.

d Notice the challenge, nlf you are the S
would have easily transformed itself into testimony that he was the Son of God.
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e.

The chall enge whi ch ¢ ame betagopdlee Blessahi n t |
who uses his power to AfeedoO the peopl e
cancreate breatbryous e | f ? 0

1) The Jews had a tradition that when thestigh came he would provide bread
for them just as Moses had done in thidetiness.
2) This, they believed, would be a sighMessianic authenticityJohn 6:3633.

This would have been good for the people, but would not have been the highest
good.

This would have left unanswered the real challenge of his mission; to seek and
save thedst, to give his life as a ransom for many, and to do the will of #he F
ther . He faced the question, Als this

2. The second temptation: throwing himself down from the highest point of the temple.

a.

b.

© o

This would have beespectacular, attracting attention as he floated down to earth
unharmed.

The challenge which came to Jesuwts in th
cular Messiah who displays his power in a way that appeals to the pubtig@a

Will you take all sots of impossible chances, knowing you will always be rescued

by God so that no hHowoouldweaple esistonense-pt o0 y o
werful?

This also would probably have gained him a considerable following. People of

that day, just like people togdend to beattracted to spectacular eveiitespe-

cially if they are connected to rgion.

The Devil reminded him that the Old Tastent assured his safety.

The chall enge again is, #fAls this the wa

3. The third tllefrp hationsg obthe:world WilAbe yours if you will wo
s hi

oo

i p me.o

The Devi l Aposs es dfereddo deliveottsem todesus.i ons, an
After all, didndét Christ really come 1in
The chall enge t o J dtisaimonarckigl king,\Wiling bll oy o u b €
the nations of the world? Will you be a political$dei a h ? 0

He is here offered the spiritual/political rtdeh i p of t he wor |l d. I
came for?

Woul d it not be desir abl opptessionmdekR- hi s p
man rulewas deplorable Jesushad toacceptthe fact that he did not come to end

the misery of mandés sl avery and bondage
For generations some of the Jews had entertained the idea of conupikatal p

freedom through the rulership of the Messiah, or that the Messiah would free

them from Roman domination. Jesus would have been seen as the deliverer of
Israeli the one who released them from the ruthless rule of Rome.
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g. Thiswould have beentheeda e st waquyet ®© fike wor |l d. He

the world, o but as a spiritual |l eader ,
power.Once agai n, Al's this the way for the
C. The result.

1. All of these alternative methodsbfei ng a fAhuman needs Messi
Messiaha idn calfipmMessi aho were refused by
He chose to be a Messiah submissive to the Father, no matter the cost.

These temptations continued to present themselves in one form or anaihghdttut

Jesus 0 Wiemthey triad yo.make him king he refused.

w N

a. InJohn 12:2729 Jesus said he was troubled over the prospects ofdhg af the

Cross.
b. Notice the agony in Gethsemane when he
c. He always opted toad Godoés wil |, even though the

yielding to the temptations.
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Chapter VI
Rejection and Response

Introduction:

1. Notice the fact that a whole group of events took place between the temptations in the
wilderness and the ggent events in Galilee.
2. John is the only one who records those events. See Johih 4:&5.

I. Visit to Nazareth and his first rejection. Luke 4:3@
A. Galilee was about 50 miles (80.47 km.) north of Jaens.

1. The Galileanterritory stréched about 50 miles (80.47 km.) from north to south, and
about 20 miles (32.19 km.) from east to west.

2. It was one of the most densely populated areas of Palestine, but haakkween a
minority since the Assyrian invasion under TiglkRHeser, (734 BC.) and possibly
even before that.

3. After the Jewish revolt of A.D. 683 and the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70,
many Jews fled to Galilee. The city of Tiberias then became an important center of
Jewish learning.

4. Galilee was a very heavy farmingear and continues to be solay.

5. Some have estimated that Galil eedsn-popul ¢
tury was about 450,000 of which about 100,000 were Jews, and a considemable nu
ber of slaves held by the Romans.

6. From the record in theynoptics Galilee wasthed at i on of most of Je
John however, shows him spending a considerable amount of time also in Jerusalem
also.

B. The city and the area around Nazareth.

1. In Luke 2:39 Luke calls Nazareth a city 6 | poWs) which Baclay believes ind
cates it was not just small village.

a. Barclay says the population was probably as much as 20,000.

b. Some commentators do not agree with this however, and speak of it as aasmall i
significant village, while others believe it might have beemewhat prominent
since it wasdcated on both the nordouth and eastest trade routes.

2. It was located about 15 miles (24 km.) southwest of the Sea of Galilee.
C. The incident in the synagogue in Nazareth.

1. A synagogue service usually consisted of preyyeeading of Old Testament Sori
tures, teaching, and perhaps discussion
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2. The president of the synagogue (ruler of the synagogue) may invite anyone to speak
during the teaching period. The speech was usually followed by questions arsd discu
sion.

3. Up until the incident in this passage, Jesus seems to have been held in high esteem.
See Luke 4:15

4. JesusO6 participation.

a. He read from Isaiah 61:2. After he read he sat down. This was the customary
indication that he was about to speak to the assembly.
b. A T o dhé&s gcripture is fulfilled in yourhea n g . 0 4. 21.

1) All spoke well of himin the beginningbut thisstatement of Jesusight have
soonagered some, for they questioned, @l

2) Jesusd reply seems t o ofhadtilitg. &Seeeverdzedhr at t |
2223, MAPhysician, heal yourself .o

5. Jesus refers to the narrow scope of his missionefgyring to two Old Testament
characters, the widow in Zerephath in EII
day.

D. What did Jesus deckas his mission according to these statements?
1. He declared that:

He wasanointed from God.

He was to peach good news to the poor.

He was to poclaim freedom for the prisoners.

He was to ecovery of sight to the blind.

He was to proclaimelease for theppressed.

Hewastopocl aim t he yempanceof the Lordés acce

~oooow

2. The second response of the Jews.

a. They were all angered when he spoke of Elijah and his assistance to the widow
Zerephath and Elisha healing Naaman.

b. This is may be due to the factthatend us & comment s he seemed
for other nationalities to come to God, not just the Jews.

c. They led him to the brow of the hill to throw him off, but he escaped through the
crowd.

3. His only weapon in accomplishing his mission w@belove andcompassion.
a. Notice howthe remainder of his ministiig contrasted with the Jewish Messianic

expecttion.
b. When injured or insulted, he did not retaliate.
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c. The context of | saiahdés passage ishows t
tually oppressed, andere spiritual psoners, etc.

d. Jesus was not a theologian who wanted to develop a theoretical explanation for
the paradoxes and problems of the nature of God etc., but a practical man who
wanted to touch the lives of people, and finally offer himselraatonement for
sin.

[I. The call of the fishermen. Matt. 4-P2 Mark 1:1420 Luke 5:111
Note how the three accounts differ.

A. The Sea of Galilee.

1. It has also been called the Sea (Lake) ofribath, Lake of Gennesaret, and the Sea
(Lake) of Tikerias.

2. Itis about 13 miles long and 8 miles wide, and lies in a deep gorge about 708-feet b
low sea level.

3. Its waters come from as far north as Mt. Hermon into a marshy area called wake H
leh.

a. Lake Huleh is 230 feet above sea level and the Sea of Gali@e feet below
sea level.

b. Therefore in the course of about 10 miles tlaewflowing into Galilee has
dropped about 930 feet.

4. The Jordan River flows out of the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea which is about 65
miles as the crow flies.

a. Because of its zigig course, the Jordactually travels almost 200 miles before
emptying into the Dead Sea.

b. The Jordan drops about 590 feetween the Sea of Galilee and the Dead tBea,
lowest spot on earth, 1292 feet below sea level.

B.Lukeds accountdiscples. t he call of the
1. Note thatthe Sea of Galilee is called the Lake of Gennesaret.
2. Jesus taught the crowd from Simonés fi shi
3. Jesus askSimont o dupintd the deep water, andtééto wn t he net s f or
a. This would probably have been unusual sifisle were usually found at night,
and in the sH&ower water.
b. Peterdéds realization of the divine prese
in his company.
4, Jesus then told Peter that Afrom now on vy

C. The accourgin Matthew and Mark.
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1. The Gospel writers are not so much interested in chronological edeag in a bo-
graphy) as they are in the events and their significance.

a. Notice that Luke places the call of the disciples after Jesus casts out the evil spirit
from a man, whereas Maplaces it before that event.

b. See Mark 1:228 and Luke 4:384.

2. In both Matthew and Mark the calling of the disciples comes right after theaempt
tions in the wildeness. In Luke some othevents intervene

3. Jesus is walking by the sea and calls tets ©f brothers. James and John, the two
sons of Zebedee, and Peter amaidew.

a. nFoll ow me. 0 Many times teacheres or
cially interested to follow them, and become their igi&s.

b. Remember the previous contact Jekad in Judea with Peter, Andrew, Philip,
and Nahaniel in John 1:351. Remembea | s 0 t h a&dplesladendedthe d i
marriage feast at Cana of Galilee in John2:%0 this was not an abrupt irast
tion.

c. Inthis, Jesus was following an acceptednepxia.

4. Al will make you fishers of men. o
Conclusion:

=

Jesus continued to gather his disciples until the number came to twelve.

2. In Matt. 9:9 and Mk. 4:13 we have the call of tsh@w. This appears to be the last of the
12 to be called.
3. In Matthew 10, Mk. 3, athLk. 9 we have all twelve listed.
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Chapter Vi

The Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5

Introduction:

1. The setting is a mountain in Galilee.
2. "tHis disciples came to him and he began to
ting expected o& Rabbi.

I. The Beatitudes. The foundation of righteous living. Matt-183

A. The wor d niabkl acrsadiaal €the eeply happy ongs

1.
2.

3.

The word has a Hebrew equivalent which appears in the Greek Septuagint.

Both in the Septuagint and the New Testa
exclamatory exprueatse oins itOMi, s hpevr S @am t 0

Note that Jesus is using the word to describén;sand true happiness, not that

which istemporaryor f |l eeting such as Al 6m happy |
house. 0 Jesus is speaking of a state of
away. Someo bj ect to the use of the word fAhap
meaning today.

Theteachings of Jesuware filled with statements which go contrary to popularkthin

i ng. These are called paradoxes. Two ex
andhé& Tl ast shall be first. o This goes ¢
day.

B. The poor in spirit.

=

This refers to the attitude (spirit) which charaiztes those who are literally poor.

They are pictured as humble in attitude in contrast to thewichare generally ch

racterized asraogant.

Jesus constantly exalted the characteristic of hitymiSee Matt. 184, 20:2@ 28,

23:12.

Jesus may have had in mind |Isaiahbd6s stat
brokenhearted, and proclaim freedéon the captives. Is. 61:1. See this quoted by

Jesus in Lk. 4:1809.

C. Those who mourn.

1.

2.

3.

Again, Jesus may have had in mind the statement from Isaiah referring to the- broke
hearted, and Athose Who grieve in Zion.o
The Greek word in the Septuagin the Isaiah passage is exactly the same as in the
beatitude.

Think of the gospelopes figood newso to the
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. The meek.

1. The word does not mean shy or timid as sonppaese meekness to be.

2. The Greek word ip r a ypvaus which means kind, gentle, naataliating, benes-
lent.

. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.

1. Thewordd i k ai o(d iu kmé i) may meab either righteousness dife.

2. When transl ated fArighteousngbhséeousnessadil
imputed righteosness.

3. Here, it may refer to those who have been downtrodden and not a&teit@rjustice
in the courts or from their fellows.

a. There were many of these people in Pale
b. To those who are downtrodd and have been denied justice, Jesus assures them
that God has not forgotten their cotah.

4. The word may also refer to those who ar e
That is, obedient to his will.

. The merciful.

1. The first four beatitudes deali t h a per s o hithespoms in apiritethosef mi n «
who mourn, the meek, and those who seek righteousnessics.ju
2. The fifth beatitude dtantexifuwi th a personds
3. The Rarable of the Good Samaritahows that this quality may hae been lacking
among the religious | eaders of Jesusod6 day
4. In the Old Testament, thé"&entury prophets constantly reminded Israel of its lack
of mercy for those who were dotvodden.

. The pure in heart.

1. This may refer to either purity of motive, orrfiy from a moral/ethical point of view.

2. Ps.2424 refers to the worshipper who comes
heart . o See al so Ps. 51: 10 where the ps:
O God. o

3. This may al so r ef éangpue. James ¢:8 speaksdfsthe meed | v e
for the dauble-minded to purify their hearts. See also | Tim. 1:5 and Il Tim. 1:3.

. The peacemakers.
1. How does one attempt to attain his goal? Thd&Zéas of Jesusd day th

to show their loyalty t@God by violent acts against those they considered their unholy
aggressors.
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3.

Many times throughout history, the downtrodden and oppressed have resoded to r
volutionary means to solve their problems. Jesus says, that violence is not the way of
his kingdom.

The lifestyle of the children of God is to be one of peace.

I. Those who are persecuted for righteousness sake.

1.
2.

3.
4.

Once again the paradox is strongly seen.

The foll owers of Jesus may be crprisdddd on t
this comes.

Notice that the suff daduwmsgn eosfs pseaksee.caut i on
The theme of persecution is particularly strong in Matthew. Remember he was wri

ing to the Hebrew Christians very close to the time of the destruction of Jerusalem.
They were under ewstant persecution from their fellow Jews.

a The book of James was addressed &o the
tions. 0
b. He reminds them of the teaching of Christ about persecution. See Jf@s. 1:1

Il. The essence of discipleship. Salt and lighl.33.6

A. The life of the disciple in the broad sense.

1.

2.

Here Jesus says their lives should be characterized by two importanbrzotsy
best illustrated by salt and light.
This introduces the next section of the Sermon on the Mount.

a. In the rest of the $mon Jesus shows how the salt and light really maka-the
selves known.
b. Someentitlethis,i The Et hi gbom.fo t hTehiKd ni s t he ess
the earth and light of the world.
c. It should be noticed that Jesus is nowhere stating that peopie lare this way
in order to receive the kingdom, but that those who hesagwed the kingdom are
to live this way. AYou are part of the

In this short section Jesus shows that salt which has lost its taste and presewing po
er ha no further use, and light which is hidden and provides no illuminatiorets us
less.

B. The salt of the earth.

1. Loosing oneds saltinesasted TMheoo&eeek t o]

mwai nworai whi ch means f@Ato play a fool, o
character of a fool . o | t i s the same wo
nf ool . 0O
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4.

Jesus says that it is the ultimate folly (foolishness) for a person to thingvimg salt

with no presering power, no cleansing properties, and no power to enhance the taste

of food.

It is therefore as worthless as the actions of a fool.

So also is the follower of Christ who has

C. The light d the world.

1.

Light is a very important metaphor in the Bible.

a. God is Ilight, Christodés foll owers are |
light of the world, and Christians are to shine as lights in the world.

b. Light is consistently associateditiv purity, good, and righteousness whereas
darkness isssociated with evil and sin.

Christians are to be lights in a world of darkness.

AA city set on a hill o would bring to the
would be unthinkable to éhJewish mind that the city of Jerusalem could be hidden

from view.

Notice the foolishness of having a light which is hidden, and can give no illumination

to anyone. It is useless.

Jesus says we are to let our good lives be seen by others. Comparghthis w

statement in 6:8 where he says we are to do our good deedxiets

a. Notice that in 5:16 the purpose of letting men see your good works ithdat
will glorify God.

b. The warning of 6:4 is that our good works are not to be done for the sag®o
rifying ourselves.

[1l. Jesus and the Law of Moses. 54

A.Jesusbd respect for the Law.

1.
2.

3.

He affirmed that the Law was good, just as Paul later stated. See RelR. 7:7

The | aw was not a dAplan of salwvatiton. 0
purpose.

Jesus is going to radically deepen their undedstgnof the Law, but he wants at the

outset to assure them that he has profound respect for it. He is not trying to destroy it

or their respect for it.

He does this by giving them six contrast§ t he f#l etter of the |
the | aw. o Many of the Ol d Testament pro
the Law.

Note once again the effectivenessu-of t hi
dience, the ldbrew Christians.

tshaul d be noticed also that Jesusdé attitu
the rabbis and Pharisees who almost completely missed its spirit and purpose.
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7. Jesus tefl his audience:

a. iWhat I am about to say i s r alnsascal |y d
teaching you have been used to hearing. Do not construe from this thapt am o
posed to the Law. | am not opposed to it, but instead, | want you to understand
the spirit of the Law as well as thetér of the Lawo

b. In this way Jesus was the filllhent of the &pectations and demands of the Law.

8. Jesus does this by using six elements of the Law to contrast its rabbinic use with what
should be its limate meaning.

a. iYou have heard that it was said . :

b. This would bea strong contrast to the Rabbinic teaching of the day. The Rabbis
would appeal to traditiomnd quote the past rabhighen intepreting the Law,
saying that when the Messiah comes he will give the final and true ingtigpret

c. When Jesus made thestahent , fABut | tell you . . . 0
and was thefore indirectly claiming that he was in fact the Messiah.

B. The six cotrasting elements used by Jesus are:
1. Murder.

a. Jesus internalizes the commandment comegmurder. Thesprqm of a per so
conduct is the heart, and Jesus goes directly to the thoughts of the heart when he
looks at the pplication of the Law.

b. The point is that malicious anger is the root of murder.

c. TFool 6 was a much str ongermpliehismdddrn i n J e
day citure. We donét have afkEngishact equi val ent

d "Racao is a transliteration from the Al
basically meant a worthless, stupid blockhead.

e. Notice that each of these words, as well as thefacturderitself diminishes the
person rather than some wrong or sinful act thieqre

1)1t ignores the fact that al/l peopl e a
object of Godds | ove.

2) ltis therefore an insult to God for some oneléalaresuch @ n e Al weosrst. 0

All people arei ncr edi bly valuable in Godo6s si

God to call another persd@worthless 0

f. In contrast to all of this, Jesus says that impartant to settle matters quickly
with your advesaries, andifeme one has somet hing agains
at the al tcemncedtamnm. go be re

1) In this passage the offender is told tdiate the reconciliation.

2) See also Matt. 18:157 where Jesus says that the offended party has the obl
gation to initate reconciliation
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. Adultery.

a. As Jesus dealt with the condition of the heart prior to committing murder, he goes
to the candition of the heart prior to committing the overt act of adultery.

b. There is first the sin of the heart before one commits thef $hedody.

c. To look at a woman lustfully (the desire to commit adultery with her) is ito- co
mit adultery in oneds heart.

d. Jesus uses a hyperbole to reinforce his teaching on this. A hyperbole is a gross
exaggeration of a truth in order to emphasigemesage In view of this, Jesus
says if your right eye or right hand is causing you to sin, it is better to rid yourself
of them for theycould be responsible for your own eternal loss.

e. What is the most important practical lessesu3 is teaching here?

. Divorce.

a. Why do people divorce?
b. Why is divorce on the rise in the world inrgeal?
c. What can be done to prevent divorce?

. Oaths.

a. The Jews recognized the importance of fliffd their oaths.
b. However, according to Matt. 23:4% they had managed to geband that ob}
gation.
c. Jesus, in this portion of the Sermon on the Mount objects to the whole id&a of ta
ing an oath as a meamiss.of strengthening
d. In this Jesus denies the necessity of taking oaths, but emphasizes the fact that his
followers must be people of absolute integrity. An oath is never necessary. Your
word is your bond.

. Retaliation.

a. Exodus 21:23 is the source of the teach
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, woundi@mund, bruise for
bruise. o

b. The original commandment had to do, not with personal vengeance, but with the
justice of like punishment for injuries. Remember the theocratic nafuszael
in the beginning.

c. See also Rom. 12:171 and | Pet. 2:224 where bdt Paul and Peter speak
against personal revenge, Peter citing the exampleso.J

d. How should we handle people who injure us?

e. What is the difference between sdéfense and retaliation?

. Love for enemies.

a. Love for oneb6bs neighbors is cited in Le
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.Hating oneb6s enemies is not specm-ficall
ber of passages where God had instructed them to destroy certain natidies.or ci

What is hate? Why is it wrong to hate other people?

To the Jews of wse swesroe dtahye, fifnedil gohwb odres 0
the fienemies. 0 Note the Parable of the
. The children of the kingdom are called to reflect the character of their hven-

ly Father, who has brought the kingdom to them.

God shows his unconditiohkve to all mankind by sending the blessings af-su

shine and rain on all, whether they are righteousoglhiteous.

. There is no reward for loving those who love you. Even the grossest sinners and

the pagans will do that.

."Be perfect temevreenfloyr caasheyyours lperfect. o

1) The Greek word e | e(tel@od is the word which is commonly translated
perfect.

2) The meaning of the word is to be complete or whole. Its emphasis is on the
compktion or wholeness of whatever its object might be.

3) Perfect (complete) holiness is to be the goal of &bdeers of Christ. No goal
short of this is worthy of a child of God. See | Pet. 1:16, quoted from Lev.
19:2.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Study Questions
Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5

What is the meaning of the word fAimeeko?
What blessing will come to tise who show mercy?

What does Jesus mean when he says his foll
What does he mean when he says his foll owe

Who wil |l be called fAleast in the kntegdom c
kingdom of heaveno?

In chapter 5, whom does Jesus say will not enter into the kingdom of heaven?

What does Jesus say about being angry with others?

How are anger and murder related?

What i1 s Jesuso6 teachlieryy concerning the sin
Whatislesus 6 teaching on divorce and remarri a
What does Jesus say one should do if his right eye or right hand causes him to sin?

In 5:3842 Jesus discusses retaliation against others. List four examples Jesus gives to i
lustrate how we should treat thosbko oppose us.

In 5:4347 Jesus discusses our relationship to oemés. What does Jesus say should
be our trement and attitude toward our enemies?

What does Jesus say about those people who love only those who love them?

In the last part of thehapter, what does Jesus say should be our goal in life?
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Introduction:

Chapter VIl
Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 6

1. In chapter 5 Jesus dealt with the letter and spirit of obedience, citing various CGid Test
ment commadments.

a. He

showed that therns more todisobedience thajust the overtcommitment of a

forbidden act.

b. Murder and adultery are preceded by thoughts of the heart, and it is in the heart that
man must deal with these commandments.

2. In chapter 6 he will deal with the devotional |dé his followers, and contrast outward
conformity with inward spiritual devotion.

3. Finally
duc
T what

6:1-4. Doi

A. The Jews and their acts of righteousness. Jesus lays out the foundation for his remarks in

6:2-18.

in this chapter he will show how our inward spirituality invades the practioal co

t of our |l ives in providing tdpeorite® cessi

is the most important thing in your life.

ng the right thing for the wrong reasons.

1. Almsgiving, prayer, and fasting wereny impat ant t o t he Jews of
2. Each of these lends itself to outward conformity without involving sincerity od-dev
tion.

3. Almsgiving can be done, not for the purpose of helping the poor, but as a means of

gaining approval uldiddemonstraiien. f el | ows, or

a.
b.

Jesusd statememenoftapplhe eseem @ach of

Jesus says fAthey have received their
be seen of men. This applies to each of the other acts mentioned. S&ebyss.
and 16.

In this statement, Jesus uses a commercial werg,e ¢ @penheih which
means fAto receive payment in full-.0
ness receipts, tax receipts, orgmnal debts.

B. 6:2-4. Almsgiving.

1. The Jews believed that almsgiving was one of the most important indicatorsref a pe

S0
2. A
de

nés devotion.

a

r

t

statement in one of their books (Tobi't

ath, and it purges away all sin.o
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3.

4.

5.

A rabbinic saying was, AnGreater i s he whi
(Barclay,Commatary on Matthewyol. I, p 186).

a. The rabbis also taught t hat al msgiving
gives alms in secret is greater than Mo
b. There were many who did so in secret, but also many who madelaydf their
gifts.

The word for hypocrite in Grédsdi p o k r (hupdcM) which originally meant a

play actor, or one who played the part obiher.

The question Jesus raises is, AWhy do you
gain favor with God, or to help the poor ?
Giving because od sense of duty.

Giving for prestige or bringing credit torhself.

Giving in order to secure Godo6s bl essin
Giving out of a sense of love for God and for the poor.

oo op

Il. 6:5-8. Prayer How notto pray and hovto pray.

A. How notto pray. What is prayer, andnat practices did Jesus condemn in reference to
prayer?

1.

2.
3.

Formalized praying.

a hSayingo a prayer (repetition of a memo

b. AiPrayingo a prayer (speaking to God frc
heart to another person).

c. Canaperso Aiprayo a fAmemorizedo prayer?

Praying in private.
Praying in public. Notice that in the Bi
the dedication of the temple, public prayers were usually short.

B. Repetition of words and phrases without thoughieaning.

1.

One may babble his prayers repeating the same thing every time, and do so without
t hought of God. Note the prayersnof wor
counter on Mt. Carmel. | Kgs. 18:26.

AMeaningless repetitions. o

A Eme r gprayicgy O

a. Praying only when there is a crisis, expecting God to get you out of this problem.

b. AiBri bingo God. nGod, i f you wilIl

C.6915.How to pr aowt o PTlaiys oi s
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. Notice that this is not a prayer to be repdat®t onewvhich should serve as a model
to build on. It is comprehensive in its scope.
. Addressing God as Father.

a. Hal l owed is your name. ASanchgfaerw an
(hagiaz) meaning to hold in sanctity and holiness.

b. This model prayer begins with praise of God.

c. See Nehemiahos prayamenst amda yerhser whOlodh T
power and haohess.

. Addressing Godoés wi |
. ng for Godbo ki ngdom to come

b. Praying for Godbéd i1l to be done perfe

. Praying for our needs.

a. Asking for the necessities, not the luxuries.

b. Notice that there ifoswhiclowearatoprayng | i st of
c. God is not ASanta Cl aus. o
. Forgiveness.

a. We are to ask for fgiveness as we forgivetwtrs.
b. The Greekwordie f e i | (dphedima) . The root word mean:
another . 0 The dernguerecyor offenseywooasth. means a

1) This is not the usual word for sin. The word usually found ma r {hiera
martia) which means to miss the mark.

2) I n Lsua&ceudt, he uses the waadma r t(harenartia), sins, asking for
Gododés forgiveness ffreiolbpheiEnaydelsts, but
when speking of our forgiveness of otherdMatthew useso f ei | h ma
(0 p h e i) tb f@ferdo both.

3) ltisinterestingtht t he wor d tof ®nd(antaed waldebt so
part ofthe Hebrew understanding of sin, but would probably not have been
understood as such &Gospeghent i |l e readers

Before a person can be forgiven, he must have a sense of gjoiknd
What is forgiveness? What is reconciliatid®ée 1l Cor. 5:121.
Can man forgive as God forgives?
What are some practical problems we might have to face in forgiving those who
sin against us?
g. What are some batrriers to forgiveness? (Elder braththe Parable of the Pried
gal Son.)
. Temptation as a test.

~® Qo0
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a. The word translated temptatigne i r a gerosMo} can also mean to put to
the test or trial, or to subject something to proof.

b. This is a plea to God not to test us beyond our power to endure. The Hebrew
peopl e, who were the reci pieemlytssteddtthdMat t h ¢
time of the destruction of Jerusalem. This may have already taken place when
Matthew wrote, or it was gong to take place very shortly after the writing of this
Gospel.

c. Testing is the idea present when Gocthomnded Abraham to offer Isaac asaa s
crifice. See Gen. 22:1.

d. Jms. 1:13 shows that God does not tempt us to do evil.

[1l. 6:19-34. Treasures, necessities, and worries.
A. 6:19-24. Treasures in heaven on earth.

1. Jesus begins this section by showing that what a person values the most shows what
are hispriorities in life.
2. Preservation of wealth in Palestine. The perils of moth, rust, and thieves.

a. The danger of mot hs. I n ancient Pal est
very expensive garments.

1) Achan took Babylonian garments and gold from heridosh. 7:21.

2) Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, asked Naaman for two changesuérga. |l
Kgs. 5:22.

3) When stored away, the danger of being rredten was very strong.

b. The danger of rust. The danger of weakimp eaten away.

1) The word translated rugomes fromb r w s(lbr@¥is) which generally refers
to food which is eaten away by vermin, rats, etc., although it can also refer to
ordinary rust. This is the only place in the New Testament where this word is
transl ated firust. o

2) Likely, this statementrefr s t o a mands wealth of c
stored away in his barns, only to have them eaten by vermin, worms, rats, and
mice.

c. The danger of thieves.
1) The idea of Abreaking ino is I|literally
threateningn these situations in the@ent world.
2) Walls of homes were easy to dig through since they were frequently co
structed of weak baked clay.

3. Jesus then warns them of three kinds of pleasures and possessions.
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a. Those which wear out as a garment wears obeoomes moteaten.
b. Those which can erode or waste away as rats eat away on grain.
c. Those which can be stolen or taken away by an intruder.

4. No one can serve two masters.
5. See also Lk. 12:1221. The Parable of the Rich Fool.

B. 6:25-34.Therefore do nobe deceived about what in life is truly valuable.

1. Worries over food. The design of these v
God.

a. God cares for the birds of the air.

b. This does not mean that none of them perish or that they do not have to work fo
their food.

c. The Greek worch | i k({iUiia) can refer to oneb6s stat
length (years) of his life. Either idea will apply to this passage. Worry cannot
add to either your height or to the years of your life.

2. Worries over your cliningi how you look.
a. Look at the lilies of the field.
b. Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like the lilies.
c. God cares for things of nature. You are worth much more than the birds and the
flowers. Therefore God will care for you also.
3. The comrlusion of the matter is:
a. The Gentiles, who do not know God, seek after the things of this life.
b. God knows what we need.
c. Our duty is to seek the kingdom of God first, and God will add the necessities of
life to us.

Conclusion:

1. Live one day at the time
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Study Questions
Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 6

Summarizes the teaching of Jesus concerning helping those in need. Contrastithe pra
es of that day, as Jesus described them, with the newctimtsuJesus gives.

What practices does Jesugicize concerning prayer among some of the Jews?

Contrast the mode of praying as instructed by Jesus with the common practices among
some of the Jews of that time.

Does Jesus condemn public prayer? Explain yoswar.
What is the meaning of the woforgiveness?

What are some practical problems we may encounter in forgiving others who sin against
us?

How might our wunwillingness to forgive oth

Fasting was a regular custom among the Jewsfuls 6 d a yactices dithJeadus p r
take exception to? Why?

When Jesus speaks of @futrreesa s unr ehse aovre na-aor twhhaa t
sures represent in life?

What does Jesus teach about divided loyalties in 6:247?
How does JesusoO t priartigsandgaluesh 6: 24 addr ess
Matthew 6:243 4 gi ves Chri stodés teaching on worry.

What basis does Jesus give for stating that hisviells should not worry? What are
some dangers of this tdaeg?

What two areas of life does he say we shadt worry about? How does hesaver
each of these?

What quest should be the highest priority for tHéofeers of Jesus?
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Chapter IX
Sermon on the Mount

Chapter 7
Introduction:
1. The final chapter of the Sermon on the Mount deals in a variety wstogther than fe
lowing specific themes as in Chapters 5 and 6.

2. In this chapter, as in 5 and 6, there is use of parallelism in the presentation.

a. Chapter 5, after introducing the sermon {8@3, is characterized by the expression,

AYou haveibheand tskmatd to people |l ong ago.
5: 38, and 5:43. This expression, or sl
you. O

b. Chapter 6 is also characterized by parallelisnfiterAintroducing the basic concept of
righteowsness in vs. 1, Jesus develops and defines it by once again using the parallel
expression fiwhen you. o See 6:2, 6:5, and

c. Chapter 7 has different characteristics. It is acellaneous collection of ethical
principles, and the conclusion of the Senmo

I. 7:1-6. Unrighteous judgment and hypocrisy.
A. Charitable judgment of others.

1. The Rabbis of Jesus6é day warned again a

principle, AHe who judges his neighbo f a
2. Practice were encouraged which taught, AThi nlk
3. It should also be noticed that throughout then®e, Jesus is attacking the hypocrisy

of the Pharisees since they found all sorts of faults with others without considering

their own faults.

st
r

a. This continues through thd'hapter. See also Matt. 23.

b. Kr i neirnete fromkr i Kkrwd , t r anslisih thedGre®krnu d g e, 0
perfect tense indicatikeegoncodgi mgooas adAbE
ADo not indul gg nign 6t he habit of jud

4. This principle is difficult to apply on a personaisis.
5. Judgment for us will come in amaance with our judgment of others.

a. Is Jesus speaking of the final judgment?

b. Is there possibly a double meaning in this statement? Might Jesus also be saying
that we will be judged by our fellows by the same standards we are usingin jud
ing them?

B. Whydo we misjudge others?
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History is full of the misjudgments of talentedopée.

2. Einstein was told that he was a slow learner, and would never succeed as aamathem
tician.

3. The work of poets, musicians, artists, and others have been declared inferioo, only t

become world famous when rightly appreciated.

a. | Sam. 16:7 Judging from appearances. God told Samuel not to judge ly exte
nals.

b. John 7:2425. J e s &tap judgmng by merdiappearances, and make a right
judgnment . 0

4. Itis impossible for us not foidge other people.
C. Jesus illustrates the principle.

1. k a v r(faplog. This is a small speck of anything. Since Jesus was a carpenter,
and he uses a plank or beam in contrast, he probably is thinking of a small speck of
sawdust.

2. d o k @okd9 means a beam or large piece oitier.

a. Notice the ontrastJesus use In the field of communications and debate this is
referred to by the Latin phras&eductio ad absurdumd  That i s, the r e
an argument or statement to an absurdity, or something which is ludicreds, irr
tional, and illogical.

b. Suchjudgingishyocr i sy. I't says, Al refause to
vior, but | have the right to criticize the most minute infraction of anothar pen . 0

3.Jesus says, fAWork on remedying youtr own |
ing the life of mothe . 0

4. This admonition does not deal with seeing the faults of othbile not seeingg n e 6 s
own faults, b u trefusdl to akepth asn eztess wowmre 64saul t s
ing he faults of others.

D. Do not give that which is sacred to the dogs, andaiaast your pearls before swine.
1. Dogs and swine were the two most despisechals among the Hebrews.

a. As we look at the symbolism of this passage, probably the pearls refer tasthe go
pel of the kingdom.

b. The Parable of the Sower recognizes that some hdar the Gospel haverha
dened hearts even before the word reaches them.

2. This necessitates Ajudgingd or determini
people.

3. Matt. 10:11-16. Jesus told the apostles to look at the situation in a city and determine
if they should spend their time with them.
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4. Can we treat all people alikeZhouldwe treat all people alike?

Il. 7:6-12.Asking, seeking, and knocking.

A. The basic meaning.

1. The present imperative tense is used in each of these statements.

a.

b.

These admonition coul d be transl ated, AYou must
onseki ng, and you must keep on knocking. o
The participles and verbs which described #seilt of this asking, etc. are also in

the present tense, and c o ukinglalsblkeeptanans| a
receiving, he who keeps on seeking also keeps on finding, and he who keeps on
knocking will keep on finding that the doors will open. This last statement is in

the uture tense.

2. This is an assurance ofowGpesidtencef ai t hf ul nes
3. Lk. 18:1-7. Jesus gave the Parable of the Unjust Judge in order to teach persistence in
prayer.

B. 7:9-12.What will God give and not give?

1. He will not give us something for the purpose edtdoying or hurting us.

a.
b.

There are no conddns added to this.
The answers to the questions about a father and his sobvérao

2. We who are fAevil o (inadequate) know how
infinitely wiser, knows what we need before we ask.
3. The fAGol den Rucklkowititapliet. o ws . Not i

a. Since God wants to give us only what is good for us, so we ought to treat others

b.

this way.
The negative form of the Golden Rule was found among the Jewish rabbis of J
susodo day.

1) Hillel, a famous rabbi contemporary witkeslis was askeby a Gentile to
teach him the whole Law.

2) Hi Il 1l el 6s reply was, AWhat 1is hatefu
whol e Law, and the rest i's commentary
pression hwever.

4. The negative si mpilry. ayBShevep mgiet itwe fAgaeyfs a
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a. The negative emphasizes minimum behavior. The positive emphasizestavproa
life.

b. The negative can be performed with no thought of loitecan even be done with
hate. The positive emphasizes higher attitudegamds the way for love.

c. The negative says, il mu st not i njure t
somet hing good for this person. o

[ll. 7:15-27. The conclusion of the SermonBasically the ethical teaching of the sermom-co
cludes with 7:14. Jesulsdn begins his concluding obsatiens.

A. The warning concerning false prophets.

1. The word prophet is sometimes used in much the same way as we use the word

preacher. These Aprophet sssagaver e t he ones
2. During and after the time of Bauel there were schools for training of prophets (those
who proclaimed a message) . They frequen

indifference toward the poor and underprivileged, and those who denied judseial ju
tice to the less fortunate. Sekds. 20:35, Il Kgs. 2:3, 5:22, Amos 7:14.

a. Jer. 6:1314,8:11. Jer emi ah warns against prophet

and there is no peace. 0
b. Ezek.22:27-28. Ezekiel warns against prophets who whitewash the sins of the
people.

3. Jesus says thatpaophet will be known by the fruit he produces.

4. Remember that Matthew wrote his Gospel to the Jewish Christians about XID.68
This statement would have been especially interesting to those Christians because of
the persecutions they weradergoing, andhe false teachings which had arisen
among them.

a. TheDidache written in the beginning of the second century A.D., paraphrases J
susd statement as a warning to the Chri
true or false prophet.

b. One of the tsts for a true prophet was intelieg because some of the sstf/led
prophets traveled from place to place,
free | umddchebeadshe fAHe [the prophet] s ha
necessary, another dalgs@ but if he remain three days, he is a false prophet. . .

I f he asks f or mon BigacheehaptesBa f al se prop

5. Fal se prophets wil/ appear to be Asheepo
a. In ancient times shepherds were known to weatheilg (usually a sheepskin
mantel) which identified them as shepherds in much the same way that ancient

Greek philosophers wore their phil osoph
prophetdés mantle or cl oak. S$e£2d114. Kgs.
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b. False prophets then might not be easily gacxed because they wore the clothing
of a true prophet. (Clerical clothing.)

B. 7:21-23. An application of this principle.

=

Not every one who procl ai ms amabmconfesses
2. The basic warning of the previous verses is that false prophets will be cleavex-and d
ceitful.

a. Here, Jesus says they wdlenproclaim Christ a Lord and will perform ra
racles,yetthey will be false teachers

1) Il Thess. 29. Paul says tad ewpéifota lying gcbuntarfeith
wonders and signs.

2) Matt. 24:24. Jesus taught that prior to the destruction of Jerusalem (A.D.70)
there would be false Christs who would produce signs, great miracles, and
wonders of all sortgpossiblydeceiving evenhe electThe original recipients
of Matthew would be facing this very thing at the timetttdaw wrote.

b. Many of the ancient false teachers claimed to heal the sick, cast out demons, and
perform other fAmiracles. o

c. Many times the early Christians (second #mdd centuries) did not so mucled
ny the miecles of the heathens and false teachers as they opposed the source of
the Apower . o

3. How do false teachings come into the chuodat?
a. Why are false prophets popular? Why are false teachings popular?
b. Arewet o put the present day fiprophetso to

c. How can we test their fruit? What migh

4. Matt7:21. The only real proof of the validity

the willof myfaa her who is in heaven. o0
5. Jesusvwerfdinatt for them i s, Al nddvoeerr sklntew vy
Conclusion:

1. Jesus concludes the Sermon by speaking of the wise and foolish builders.
2. This is the final test of true discipleship.
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Study Questions
Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 7

. In 7:1-2 Jesus gives his teaching on judging. Summarize this teaching on judging, and
explain the meaning of the passage. What are some practical problems which may be i
volved in this?

. How does Jesus illustrate the directive he has just given4577:1

. In 7:7-12 he speaks of asking, seeking, and knocking. What is he teaching insthis pa
sage?

. How are false prophets (teachers) to be recognized?20:15
. What condition does Jesus set forth for entering the kingdom of heaver?37:21

. What claims wilmany peopl e make fAon that day, 0 anct
them?

. Contrast the difference between the wise and foolish builders by giving contemporary
practical applications. 7:227

. How did the crowd respond to this discourse?
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Chapter X
The Miracles of Jesus

Introduction:

1. The miracles of Jesus entitled him to be respected and heard as a teacher sent from God.
John 3:2

2. People were astonished at two aspecbs of J
gether.

a. His teading. Mark 1:22.
b. His miracles. Mark 1:27.

3. Miracles were an important part of the ministry esuks. Mark devotes about 31% of his
Gospel to this.

. Miraclesvs.the modern mind
A. Jesus of History vsThe Christ of Faith.

1. The phr as eistoryil & esedits ideatify thel flesh afdood manwho ac-
tual l'y Iived, wor ked, andClhtistiendentwlyur i ng t he

a. Many liberal scholars and theologians believe taious stories recorded in the
Gospels are not historically reliabl&herefore, according to them, we can know
relativelylittle aboutthe actual life of Jesus.

b. An organization refedararead itso masdei Thpe dfe:
small group of radically liberal New Testament scholars wasichlly believe
that theGospels contain almost no authentictdrigal material. Instead, these
writings supposedly ewstitutecollections of myth, fables, and legends with little
or no historical didity.

2. ThenChrist of Faithd

a. This expression refers to tr@most mytlological individual, Christwho was
Aicreatedo and descr i be dclewgkertwheeider@ited pel w
himself as beinffone with the Father, o etc. Scho
the stories ofthe miracles,the virgin birth, the incarnation the resurrection, etc.
are fabrications, designed to pness readers with thisonderfully outstanding
revolutionary teachenamedJesus. What better way to do this in tmeiant
world than to ascribe all sorts of ragtes to him.

b. Thi s -MaGoodh sugpe@sedlybecame the object ¢f t Faitgho for the early
church.

3. Jesusis supposedithemy t h ol o gi c aMarin-tdedlesho whvode @xploits
are recorded in the GospeBut, according to those scholars, these miracles and s
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pernatural happeningsever occurred. They were just stories which grew upeto d
scribe this wonderful teacher who influenced so many people. A few theologians
have doubted whether or n@sas ever lived.

Graphically, the idea can be illustrated as shoaovin

4 B.C.---mmmmmmmmmmmeeeee A.D. 30— A.D. 70
AAALifeofJesusAAAAAAAAAAA-AAThe fiFaitho of t he Ea
A T hlesus of Histono AThe ChFaiistth oo f

4. A Modeamo ncont ends t h atoricat Jeses naug ake mto actoant t h e
the fact that first century man was unscientific, superstitious, and prone to attribute
supernatural causes to things he did not understand

a. This is not universél true of thepeople of thdirst century however.

b. It was especially foreign to the Hebrew mindséthe &ws held the pagan @Ge
tiles in greatdisdainbecause paganism was based so strongly on superstition, m
thology, and lgend.

c. On the other hand, thewish religion had its roots in history rather than mytho
ogy, and their predecessors were real people, natdaggcharacters.

Il. What is a Biblical miracle?
A.lt is not just a Awonderful 06 deed or happe
1. The birth of a baby hies ni pakdr off $Dad mdthi. me
a. Thisis not a miracle in the Biblical sense
b. As wondrous as it might be, birth occurs as a natural part of life, and moves a

cording to natral laws.

2. This is not of the same genre as Jesus walkinghe water or calming a storne-b
cause such things as thd not happen in the natural order of things.

B. The Bible idea of a miracle is that the natural order is set aside or circumvented in some
way. Some comments on the nature of Biblical miracles are galew:b

1. AEvent s rnahwotldhbmuglet akbiow by the immediate power of God and i
tended as a sign or means of at Dietie-t at i on
nary of the Bible)in Everett HarrisonA Short Life of Christp.111.

2. "An interference uwiatlh proaveu r.MiraddegC . sSu p erenva ts

3. If a person believes in God he believes in miracles because God exists outside of the
realm of nature, and is not constrained by the laws of nature.

[1l. The nature of Biblical miracles.

A. They are presented as historicaltac
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1. They occuredin the normal course of the activities and teachings of Jesus.
2. This is in contrast to the legendary events which were claimed to have occurred in
paganism.

B. The modern s@alled miraclesre not comparable to tiheiracles of Jesus

1. Theywer e not advertised, but toolkitypl ace i n

2. Sometime the recipient was asked about his faith, sometimes not.

3. The power was resident in Chriahd mushot be confused with the power of prayer.

4. Biblical miracleswere almat always inantaneous angratuitous.

5. In contrast to the mythologies tdie Middle EastGr eece and Rome, Je:¢
were never used to retaliate or provide for his own comfort.

6. They were historical, not just symbolic stories to illustrate the pow€hdast in the

lives of kelievers. See John 20:&1, 21:24-25
C. God and miracles.
1. To believe in God means the possibility of beélig in miracles.

a. He exists and operates outside the realmenfra.
b. If he created anything, ever, then in the naturthioigs he did it through sup&-
tural means.

2. The claim of Jesus: AfBeli eve me for my w
IV. Classification of Jeus miracles. Theavds sed to @scribe the miracles.

A. Miracles: The Greek word id u n a (@unami3, me a nminggh tfiya wor k, or
This word is used to describe ordinary power as well as supshpbwer.

B. Wonder: The Greek wordtser @¥ag meani ng: fa mar vel
to the senses. 0

C. Sign: The Greek word is h me {sdJme@ imeaming it fApoints to a spi
which the miracles become an outwared expre
scribe the supernatural works of Jesus.

1. Some people have such admiration for the miracles that the purpose of the miracles,
as part othe mission of Jesus, isrftten or overlooked.

2. Highway signs are not placed there for usdmiae, but to provide information. The
miracles are signs they give information by attesting to the validity of his claims of
Messiahship.

D. Spheresof us ®& miracl es. Jesusd miracles were
just that of healing deases. See the following:

1. Power over nature: Matt. 14:22. Jesus walked on water and calmed the storm.
2. Power over disease: Matt. 818. Servant of th€enturion healed.
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3. Power over demons: Mk. 519. Gerasene demiac healed.
4. Power over death: John 1344. Raising of Laarus.

V. Characteristics of Jesus miracles.
A. They were in a historical framework.

1. They are represented as actually happening, nttatogical stories, fables, or fabr
cations. They are not presented as if their were dreams or visibey. are
represented as happening in real time. When the Gospels were written, some of the
eye witnesses of these miracles were still alive. Paganomytb gi cal p-st or i e
penedo duri nkgowhpags. anci ent u

2. Compare the wonddales and mythological stories of paganism to the miracles-of J
sus.

B. Reasonableness.

=

They are notinreasonable, yet cannot be explained completely throwagbme

2. Once an intvidual accepts the existence of a personal God (as the Bible describes
God), the power of God to create and act need not be a problem.

3. These narratives are neither fantastic nor exploited. (Compare this with thg-apocr

phal gapels and pseudepigrapha.)

C. They are useful.

1. They were not designed to meet human curiosity or as a display of magic, but to meet
human needs.

2. Jesus did not make elephants fly or do fanciful things such as those whichesharact
rized mythdogy.

3. They relieved hunger, disease, sufferieig,

D. They were worked in a variety of spheres.

1. If they had been worked in only one sphere, such as healing, or casting out demons
they could have been spect.

2. Compare this to modern day claims of miracles. They are claimed almost entirely for
Ahealoi with Acasting out demonso albso cl a
ture, demons, death, etc.

E. They were performed openly.

1. Many of the spectators were hostile to Jesus, &ndately rejected and killed him.

2. Even his enemies did not make an issbidenying his miracles. John 11:47.

3. They felt compelled to explain them by saying he had a demon. Mk. 3:22.

F. They were instantaneous in almost every case.
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G. They were gratuitous.

H.

1. There was never a cost, or suggestion of a cost. No contributions doticite-
cepted.
2. On the other hand, the Hellenistic healing cults of that day always expected payment.

Freedom from retaliation.

1. Although he had the power to do so, Jesus never used his power to garma.an

2. Note the contrast with Greek and Roman mythi@egvhere even the gods andlgo
desses fought and killed each other.

3. Two of the disciples challenged Jesus to allow them to call for fire from heaven to
devour his adversaries, but he refused to allow it. See Luke 9:54.

The power was resident in Jesus.

1. iWi t h aut hority he . . . 0 AREven the

2. Jesus never failed in an attempt to work a mlracle

3. He was able to impart this power to others. Matt. 10:1. This power did not depend
on the faith of some one else.

VI. The purpose of the macles of Jesus. It was not the same in every case.

VILI.

A.

The miracles accreditédauthenticated the mission and purpose of Jesus.

1. They showed his power over evil, nature, etc.
2. The people expected that the Messiah woultbp@ miracles. John 7:31.

. They became part of the message and missiomrsis]

1. The miracles were a proclamation that evil was not supreme.
2. The miracles made a proclamation that God htehvened in human affairs.
3. The miracles made a proclamation of the nature of God.

a. God is not mergla policeman, a judge, y4tander, or a condemner of men.
b. He is active in human history, and is a God of mercy, compassion, and grace.

Contemporary response to the miracles of Jesus.
Faith and the miracles.

1. Although faith is universally required foalvation, it is seldom stated as a requir
ment from the rexdes.pients of Jesusd mir

~

Wi

a. iHe could do no mighty work t-B.ere becau
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1) Does this say that his power to perform miracles was limited because of the
lack of faith ofcertain people?

2) Instead, this passage refers to Jesus own refusal to perform miracles on a
faithless hypocritical people. Practicing the same principle, he taughtshis di
ciples that he wodibdenewi feas®t his pea

b. His works were part of himessage. He did not force his works on people, nor
did he force his message on them.

2. Faith is sometimes at work in the miracles of Jesus, but this is the exception rather
than the rule. Some examples:

a. Luke 18:42. AYour faith has saved you.
b. Matt.9:29.ﬁAccord| ng to your faith be it don
c. Matt. 9: 2. AfJesus, seeing their faith
3. Some examples where faith was not required, or seemingly a part.
a. Matt. 8:23. Stilling the tempest. Ao
dealing with the dperes of nature there was no connection with faith on the part
of anyone.
b. John 11:154. Raising of Lazarus.
Cc. Matt. 8:141 7 . Heal i ng -imldw. Pet er 6s mot her

4. Where faith was present, it diebt seem to be so much a condition as it was aif@an
statonof t he personés basic response to Chri

a. The power was always within Christ himself. It was not the power of faith within
the ecipient.
b. The Gerasene demoniac presents an interesting contrast.

1) A H wor shipped him. o
)ﬁWhat do we have to do with you??o

5. Faith was not always a response of the people who saw the miracles.
a.John 12:37. AAlt hough he did soe-many !
l i eve. o

b. John 6:6667. After feeding of the 5,000 most of the multitude deserted him.

6. Even at this, they did naleny that the miracles were real. See also John 11:47 and
Acts. 4:151 6 . AWhat shall we say, for this m

Conclusion:

1. The miracles of Jesus were part of his mission arstage.
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2. There is great contrast between modern claims taabeis and the miracles adsiis.
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Some Examples of Jesusbd

The examples below show the various realms in which Jesus performed his miracles.

I. His power over nature.

Stilling the empest.
Matt. 8:2327 Mark 4:3541 Luke 8:2225

Walking on the water.
Matt.14:2233 Mark 6:4551

Changing the water into wine.
The miraculous catch of fish Luke 5:3:11

Feeding the 5,000
Matt. 14:1521 Mark 6:3544 Luke 9:1217

[I. His power over disease.

HealingtheNo b | e ®smn 6 s

Heal ing Peitnlaw. 6s mot her

Matt. 8:1415 Mark 1:29 Luke 4:3839
Healing the leper

Matt. 8:1-4 Mark 1:4045 Luke 5:1216
Healingtte Cent uri ondés servant.
Matt. 8:513 Luke 7::10

Giving sight to the blind.

Matt. 9:2731

Healing the ten lepers. Luke 17:1119

[ll. His power over demons.

The demoniac in the synagogue.
Mark 1:2326 Luke 4:3336

Controversy concerng the source of his power.
Matt. 12:2237 Mark 3:1930 Luke 11:1423
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John 2:111

John 6:514

John 4:4654
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The demoniac in Gadara
Matt. 8:2834 Mark7:2430

The SyrePhoenician woman.
Matt. 15:2128 Mark 7:2430

IV. His power over death.
Son of the widow of Nain Luke 7:2122

The Daughter of Jairus.
Matt. 9:1819, 2326 Mark 5:2224, 3543 Luke 8:4142, 4956

Raising of Lazarus. John 11:154

Resurrection of Jesus.
Matt. 28:3215 Mark 16::8 Luke 24:312 John 20:19
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The Jesus of History
And
The Christ of Faith

AAALifeofJesusAAAA\AAAATh e AFait hoChar€eh t he
AJesus of Historno AThe s@Ghroif Fali
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Chapter XI
Miracles and
Other Events in Galilee

Introduction:

1. The miracles formed an integral part of the ministry of Jesus. Unfortunately some people
have detached them from his mission and they have been misunderstood asengts of b
volence of Jesus toward the sick rather than a part of his mission and message.

2.John specifically us e sntcatdthe Messiahahiplofelesusa s

3. In this chapter w will consider a representative group of his miracles and some other
events in the early mistry of Jesus.

I. Healing the leper. Matt. 84 Mk. 1:4044 Lk. 5:1214

A. The Law of Moses concerning leprosy

1.

The word leprosy coverealwide variety of skin diseases, not just the disease medical
science hasdfined as leprosy.

a. Lev. 1314 gives tests for leprosy, and the procedtodse usedvith the sdferer.
b. The infected persohad to be put outside the community.
c. Some of these skin diseases may have been contagious, but weoaraiile.

If the signs of the disease disapped, the sufferer had to present himself to the priest
who would affirm that the leprosy had gone. The sufferer then offered a sacrifice,
and was allowed to return to the community.

B. The healing.

1.

. The

Notice that the man did not ask Jesus to ask God tchimeabut recognized the po

er within ksus himselfil f you are willing, you can
When Jesus spoke the words, Ma edki astaeylsy
Each of the evangelists records the words of Jesus that thehaald not tell anyone
about the miracle. Mark says that the man spread the newsvbeee.

It is important to notice the mattef-fact way that the miracle is presented in the
gospels no fanfare.

healing of the CenReueari an-indaotphiedt.r& 51yt i c

Mk. 1:29-31, Lk. 7:210

A. The synaggue at Capernaum.

1.
2.

Second or third century ruins of a synagogue at Capernaum can be seen there.

Nsi

m a
.toh a

S e

AHe | oves our nation, and built our synag
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B. Matthew and Luke describe tbgcumstances soawhat differently.

1. In Matthew the centurion himself went to Jesus, but in Luke the elders of the Jews
went to Jesus in behalf of the centurion. They entreated Jesus to come, because the
centurion had built their synagogue, and was wootdy J étentios.6 a

2. In Matthew Jesus tells him to go home, that the servant was healed accordtieg to t
faith of the centrion. Luke omitsthis.

C. The centurion.

=

A centurion was a Roman soldier over 100 men.
2. He seemed to respect the conduct of the Jewesdid not go into the houses of IGe
tles. AiLor d, | do not deserve to have you co:
3. The relationship between Romans and Jews was almost always very tense, and this
would prolably be seen as a very unusual circumstance.
4. The centurion recagzed Jesus as a man who had authority. He himself hadriautho
ty over his men.
5. His faith was greater than that of the Israelites.

a. Note Matthewbds statement (not shmred by
qguet with Abeham, Isaac, and Jacob, but the aleiid of the kngdom (Jews)
would be cast outSee Matt. 8:112

b. How would this have fit the original addeese s of Matt hewds Gospc¢

6. Note that the faith of the centurion was not a simple belief in the existence of God,
but the confidence that Jesus comlgtrvene trust.

a. This is contrasted with the faith of the Jews who believed strongly in God, but
placed no trust in Jesus Christ.
b. They constantly found fault with him although they affirmed his healing power.

7. The faith of the centurion, not the miradory is the climax of the narrative. This
miracle gives a sort of working definition of faitle. trust in ation.

8. One <characteristic o fntiors Jdsus @anpaGsmos forerbn 1 st
Jews more frequently thamther Matthew or MarkRememler that Luke writes pr
marily for the Greek people whereas Matthew is writing to the Jewhlge

D.Healing of -iRrlak.er 6 s mot her
1. Peterbés wife is also mentioned by Paul i n
2. All three of the Synoptic writers cover this ident.
3. Clemert of Alexandria (A.D. 15815) speaks of@® er 6 s wi f e. A | egen
martyred in the presence of Peter, just |

no historical data awerning this.

lll. The healing of the son of the widow of Nain. Only eukcords thisLuke 7:13117
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A. The circumstances.
1. The city of Nain is not mentioned anywhere else. It is thought to have been located at
or very near the modern city of Nain, about 6 miles southeast of Nazareth.
2. Once again the miracle is told without fard.
B. The results.

1. The son is raised.
2. The people believe a great prophet has arisen among them.

IV. Anointing at the House of Simon the Pharisekk. 7:36-50.
A. NoticelLuke 7:3%35.
1. What accusatianare brought against Jesus?
2. Why could verses 335 be onsidered a fitting introduction to the narrative coneer
ing the anointing at Simonés house?
B. The elements of the story.
Jesusvasdining at the hmeof a Pharisee.
The intrusion of the woman and the anointing.

Simonbés secret reasoning.
The parable of thevo debtors.

PpwnE

~

a. Whatishe object of the parable? AOne who
b. What does this mean?
c. The two debtors owed differing amounts, but wegaally forgiven.

C. Applications.

What was Simondés opinion of himself?
What was his opinion of thwoman?

What was his opinion of Jesus?

Why wereallthreeof Si mondés opinions faulty?
What was Jesus6 application concerning
What was his applicatioconcerning the woman?

What stands in the way of our willingness togiwe others?

NoohswNpE

D. See charbelow showing a summary of the anointings in the Gospels.
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The Anointings of Jesus

Late Ministry Late Ministry Early Ministry | Late Ministry
Matthew Mark Luke John
26:6-13 14:1-9 7:36-50 12:1-8 (11:2)

Place

Bethany, near Jar
salem

Bethany, near Jar
salem

Probably in Galee.
In 7:11 Jesus was i
Nain

Bethany, neare}

rusalem, at a di

ner in honor of
Jesus

Who

"A woman," not
idenified

"A woman" not
identified

"A woman" ident-
fied as a known
sinner

Mary is identified

as the sister of

Lazarus and Ma
tha

Where

Home of Simon the
Leper

Home of Simon the
Leper

Home of a Phasee

Home, possibly
of Mary, Martha,
Lazarus

What was
anointed?

Anointed his head

Anointed his head

Anointed his feet
and wiped them
with her hair

Anointed his feet
and wiped them
with her hair

Why

To prepare my body
for burial

To prepare my
body for burial

No reason given.

To prepare my
body for burial

When

Late in his mingtry,
just before events in
the pper room.

Late in his mingtry,
just before events i
the pper room

Fairly ealy in his
ministry.

Late in his mins-

try, just before

events in the pr
per room.

Objections

The disciples b-
jected

Some of those
present

The Phariseeln
jected fecause the
woman was a B

ner

Judas objected.
No mention of
others who may

have djected

1. In their Gospels, @th Luke and John mention Mary, KMiaa, and Lazarus, but Matthew and

Mark do not mention any of them by name.
2. The anointingoy a womarat the home of Simon the leper in Bethamynentioned by M&
thew and Markwhoidentifiedher simply asi a

w @ rifhigtook place late in the mistry
of Jesus. The anointing mentioned in John also took place late, but is not like that in Ma

thew and Mark.These are probably different incidents. See comparisons in the chart.
3. Matt. 28:1 identifies Mary M gd al ene

the morning of the resurce i o n .

The
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VI.

(see Matt. 27:56, Lk. 24:10) or Mary the wife obds (See Jn. 19:25). None of this can be

definite.

Luke says the woman in the anointing at the home of a Pharisee was known in the city as a
Asinner.o This obviously does not fit the d
Galilee, not Bethany.

The anointingecordedn Matthew and Mark was odles us 6 head, but the an
(early in his miistry) and in John (late in his ministry) both were on his feet.

AlthoughJ ohn 11: 2 mentions that Mary anointed J
theactual events not told until chapter 12.

Luke7:3650 tells the story of @Aa womano who ano
hair, but she is not identified by Luke. Lul
who had invited him to dimer. The woman who anointed Jestss a kown sinner. John

mentions that the anointing he records took place in Bethany, and identifies Mary as the one
doing the anocionutnitng.s elauwrkleybs aand Johnds i s |
Were these the accounts referring to the same incidargfnilar situation occurs with the

cleansing of the taple.

a. John placeshe cleansingt t he b e gi nnsiryiwgile thd Synbmics placé it mi
towardthe end (after the triumphal entry

b. Were these two separate incident§Rere are no difficuies in seeing these as separate
incidents.

c. John mentions the anointing (11:2) before he tells the story-8)2:Does this possibly
indicate that John knew his readers would have already been familiar with this incident,
meaning that they would have hacc cess t o Lukebés Gospel Sinc
only Gospels which tell of an anointingasJu s 6 f eet ?

The raising of Jairusdé daughter, and the he.
Matt. 9:1826  Mark 5:2143 Luke 8:4056

A.Jairusd contact with Jesus.
1. He was a uler of the synagogue, therefore a proemt Jew.
2. He was pobably appointed by the elders of the synagogue to care for the business of
the symgogue.

B.The sick woman touching Jesus6 garment int

1. Notice the faith of the woman. Mois her faith seen?
2. Jesus commends haith.

C. Continuation of the narrative concerning Jairus.
The fcond rejection at NazaretiMatt. 13:5458 MKk. 6: 1-6

A.Some of the Jews questioned Jesusd6 source
rabbi. Hewas a carpater.
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1. What wasJesus response?
2. Compare this with the first rejection iluke 4:1430.
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Chapter XII
The Cost of Discipleship

Introduction:

1. Jesus was becoming popular among teepte and they anticipatech¢é coming of the
kingdom.

2. This seems to have led some to want to accept the blessings and privileges of-the kin
dom without considering the responsibilities and sacrifices demanded of thoseewho b
came followers of Jesus.

3. The following incidents illustratethe cost of discipship.

l.  The scribe and his statement of commitmeMatt. 8:1822 Luke 9:5762. Mark does not
record this andMatthew and Luke show differences in chronology. In Matthewdhent
takes place just after the Sermon on the Mdomit,in Luke it takes place after the feeding of
the 5,000, Peterds confession, the transfi g
of the Gospels is not chronology but thessagje.

A. The scrtiabenent and Jesusd answer .

1. As a scribe, he was teacher of the law anajeyed a position of prestige among the
people. He wanted to be part of the new kingadnwvhich Jesus was speaking.

2.l will follow you wherever you go. o0

3. Why would Jesus have responded in such a fielguivay?

B. The second wouldéfollower.

First, | et me go bu

1. He s a r
J response designed t

id, A y my father
2. Wa s esuso o] [
a. The demand of Jesus was that notnmri ng <co
mitment to him.
b. The emphasis here is that one must firsintdhe cost of being a disciple of Jesus

before m&ing the commitmentSee also the Parable of the Sower.
3. Luke 9:62. Notice Laenebs addition to the
a. Plowing a straight furrow requires one to look straight ahead with uninterrupted
attention
b. Note the obstacles to discipleship encountered by these people.
1) Concern with onemfertt f and one
2) Ties to less important obligation&oth of the lasttwo mes a i d
.0 do this or that.. Thi

c. What are some obstacles to disciplesbgay?
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Chapter X111
Growing Opposition

Introduction:

1. Dur i n g eadyersnistsy people flocked thim, some only to find t
their expectations, while others seem to have been genuinely coafusedught clarif
cation.

a.

b.
C.

The result of this was that some ceased to follow, apparently feeling that their hopes
were not fifilled in this man.

Others actively opposed him.

Some accepted him.

2. Much of he oppositiorto Jesucameb e c au s e ed to eibsudd byhee tfad
tions of the elders, many of which ignored the intent of the Torah. However, some of the
objections came from a lack of undersliaug or simply arefusal to accepiis claims.

a.

b.

Not only did Jesus ignoredttraditions, but hexposed many of them as voiding the
Torah.
The current lesson illustrates some of these.

I. The healing of the paralytic.
Matt. 9:1:8 Mk. 2:112 Lk. 5:1726

A. The events of the healing.

1.

Luke introduces the story by stating that the Ress and teached the law

(scribes) were present from many parts of the land, while Matthew and Mark bring

this in as a part of the story itself.

Mark identifies the city as Capernaum, whichtMaw refers o as Jesusd ow
After hisrejection in Nazareth, Jesuseses to have become a resident of Cagem.

Mark and Luke tell how the men dug through the roof of the house in order to get

their friend into the presence of Jesus.

All three writers record the fact that in these aetud saw their faith, and said teeth
paralytic, AYour sins are forgiven.o

The idea that someone other than God claimed the power to forgive sins w@gs repu
nant to the Jewish | eaders, and they said
Jesus realized what they were thinking, and said/h i ch 1 s easier to
are forgiven,d or to say, 06Get wup and wal
Man has authority on earth to forgive si
take your mat and go home. 60

. The response of thwowd was that they praised God that he had given such authority

t o men. Mar k adds, ifiWe have never seen a

B. An analysis of the miracle and its implications.
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1. The essence of the incident is that Jesus claims power to forgive sins.|sbhigaa
the offense which the Scribes saw.

2. The Pharisees set themselves apart from the masses of the Jews, giving unasual atte
tion to ceremonial defilement, and holding strictly to the traditions of the elders
handed down over t i meeans ond Whe sepasamee hinisdfh a r i <
They were therefaoirset xc.ad |l ed the ASepar

3. The Scribes were experts in the Jewish religion.

4. Jesus pronounces forgiveness for the man.

a. Some have thought that this Iimplies a |
sinful life.
b. Many of the Jews held to this, but there is no necessary link in this story.

5. Jesus uses this miracle to attest to his powergivie.

a. nSo that you may know that the Son of N
He said to the paralytic, Iltel you, get up, take your ma
b. In this, Jesus makes a claim which, to the Jews, was a claim to be equal with God.
We must remember that the Jews had no concept of titg ot even the idea of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They consideseich beliefs as polytheism. Jews
today also consider the Christian belief in the trinity as completely foreign to the
Old Tesament teaching of monotheism.

Il. The Call of Levi (Matthew) and the opposition.
Matt. 9:913 Mk. 2:1317 Lk. 5:2732

A. Matthewwas a tax collector (publican).

1. Publicansvere Jews who collected taxes for the Roman government.
2. They purchased the right to collect taxes within a certain jurisdiction.
3. Many times they abused this and collected exorbitant amounts, cheating their own

pele.
a. Generally the Jews f elotuttohJawishddyddtgto publ i c
theRoman government
b. Most of the time they were classified with the lowest sinners.
B. Jesus calls Matthew to follow him.

1. Notice that labels meant nothing to Jesu® ddnsidered the worth of each indiw
al, not his fAclasso within his society.

2. The call of Matthew, so far as we know, completed the full complement 12 apostles.

C.Jesus ate with Matthew and many ftax coll e
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1. The act of sharing a meal (talfellowship) with another person was very important
to the Jews, and was an indication of or
guests. See also Gal. 2:13 where Paul uses this custom against Peter when he
withdrew from the Gentiles, refusinigegm table fellavship.

2. The Pharisees asked, AWhy does your teac
There was an evident feeling of satjhteousnesamong some of theharsees.

3. What was JesusO r espioiansnetthehedlthye si ck need

a. What do you think is implied when Jesus speaks of the healthy? See also Matt. 5
about the speck and the log.

b. Go find out what this means, Al desire
Testament, Hos. 6:®lotice the context of this Old Testert quotation.

1) Israel had fallen into idolatry, but still kept many of the ceremonies of the
Law.

2) Their mistake was the same as that of the Pharisaetigious ceremony
without righteous behavior is emptyse also | Sam. 15:223.

3) For many of the Pharisees ceremonial observances were paramount even to
the neglect of practical goodness ahdwing mercy.

4. Jesus showed that ceremonial religion was nobstisute for a righteous life.
5. Jesus said he came, not to call the righteousfigélfeous) but sinners.
6. In a later lesson we will see how Jesus applied this. (Matt. 12:7)

[ll. The testimony bJesus concerning John the Baptist. (A number of miracles and other things
intervened between the healing of the paralytic and this stbtgt). 11:219 Lk. 7:1835

A. The emissaries of John the Baptist.

1. John sent them to J esviwsvasttooconzekshouldiweree y o u
pect someone el se?o0

a. Why would John send them with this gtien?
b. Discouragement of John?
c. To affirm to his own disciples the answer they received?

2.Jesusd6 answer was for them to hgthelam=l | Jol
walk, the lepers are cured, the dead raised, and the poor have the good news preached
to them.

B. Jesus testimony concerning John.
1. What did you go out into the wilderness to see?

a. A reed shaken in the wind?
b. A man dressed in fine clothing?
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2. John was not a man who bent with the wind, or one who was Bviaguiant life.
3. Jesus says John was the greatest of the prophets.

C. The kingdom and violence.

1. This may be a&comment of Matthew (the writer) rather than a continuation of the
statement byekus.
a. Matthew may be saying to his own readers (theiste@hrstiang that from then
unt il the time of Mattytohakethé kingdemi.e.vio-ng Vi o0
lent men persecu@ h r i dlawérs. f o
b. From this time forward, # kingdom would sfier violence becauseolent men
would attempt to take it by force.

2. At this time Jesus identifies John with Elijah who was promised in Mal. 8&e
Matt. 11:14. At the time of the transfiguration Jesus made a similar statement to the
twelve. See Matt. 17:103.

IV. The Death of John the BaptistMatt. 14:212 Mk. 614-29 Lk. 9:7-9
A. The fame of Jesus gave rise to the account of the death of John.

1. Herod Antipaswas tetrarch (king of Yaart) of Galilee, 4 B. Q. A.D. 39. He was
one of the sons of Herod the Great.
2. TheCircumstances.

a. Antipas hadnarried the daudbr of Aretas, King oNabatans The Nabateans
were ascendents of the Old Testamé&adomites, andheylived in an area south
of the Dead Se&nown asPetra

b. Antipas however, fell in love with Herodias, wife of his Hatbther Philip.Anti-
pas then diviced his wife, the daughter of tidabataearking, and imprisoned
her, apparently planning to kill her.

3. John denounceHlerod Antipas for his immoral actorMe anwhi | e, Her od 6.
wife escaped and fled south to her father the king of Himatdans.

a. Salome, the daughter of Herodjasnced for Herod at his birthday party, anet H
rod was so pleased that he offe@alomeanything she wished, up to half of his
kingdom. Mk. 6:23.

b. Her mother told her to request the head of John the Baptist, which shdetiod
had John éheaded in prison, and gave the head to Salome who then gave it to her
mother. See Matt. 14:12.

B.Josephus speaks of Jo inderHsrodAntipas.i sonment and
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1. Josephus tells us thabhn was imprisoned at the Machaerus Stromglomated just
east of the Dead Sea. Neither the- Bible
rest.

2. The stronghold had been built by Alexandamiaus,of the Hasmonearfiamily (103
76 B.C.),andtwasdestroyed about 63 B. G.Lateri one o
was rebuilt by Herod the Great, who used it as one of his palaces. Upon his death it
passed to his son Herod Antipas

Conclusion:

1. Opposition against Jesus continued to grow.
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Chapter XIV
The Lord of the Salbath
Ceremony and Human Value

Introduction:

1. In the days of Jesus, just as in our own tirheréwerefrequent clasés between cex-
monial religious obligtions andhe value ohumanbeings

a. Is it more important to observe the commandment not to worthe Sabbath or to
perform an act of kindnessd goodnes®r someone in need even on the Sabbath?

b. When does ceremony or ritual get in the wathefvalue of a human beifig

c. When thee valuesonflict, which should take precedencd@sus and Phariselead
vastly differing views concerning this.

2. When these obligations are in conflict with each other, sompertant questionarise
AWhat const it uess@ s$sitthe siriet obsarvgncd oéceransonies, ibre-
lieving sufferingand ministerng t o t he needs of others?o
3. This incident shows a basic disagreement betwesnsJand the Pharisees. It comes
down to the meaning aribe exercise of righteousness.

I. The disciples walkingn the grain fieldsMatt. 12:314 Mk. 2:23 3:6 Lk. 6::11
A. Theywere hungry antheyplucked some ears of grain and ate them.
1. According tothe Law of Mosesa passeby was permitted to help himself to grain in
this manner.See Deut. 23:25radition had dictated that such a one could only pluck
and eatthe amounfo gr ai n which would fill a sheep
2. At this time the Pharisees had codified 39 principal classesategorieof work

which were unlawful on the Sabbatfhese remain a part of Orthodox Judaism t
day.

a. Reaping was onef these categorieand thadisciples were thought guilty of that
violation.
b. Threshing was another. The disciples were also thought guilty of that.
B. The reaction of the Pharisees.

1. Their accusation. ALook! Your disciples
2. Were they violahg the Sabbath or violating one of the traditions of tdersl?

II. The response of Jesus.

A. David and his companions when fleeing from Saul.
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1. | Sam. 211-6. This event took place wheDavid and his men werieeing from
Saul. They weréungry.

a. The Torahspecified that the showbread was only for the priests to eat.
b. David and his men ate the showbread.

2.Jesusd observation is that there was no
human needs were at stake. Human needs surpass ceremonial defrfaadsas
recognized in the case of David.

3. The |l ater rabbis tried to create explanat

a. It does not appear that Jesus believed that any explanation or justificason
needed toefendDavid 6 s acti on.

b. Instead, Jeusreasoned that responding to genuine human needs surpagses cer
monial requiements.

B. The priests desecethe S&bath but are guiltless.

1. Notice that Matthew adds thisut Mark and Luke do not. Once again we see how
Matt hewds i ncl uralimaghm havefsuitedtiés purpase sincerte tvrete
to the Jewsh Christiass.

a. The priests, in fact were doing their work on the Sabbath, killing the animals for
sacrifice, etc., yet were not guilty of breaking the Sabbath. See Num1@8:9

b. Therabbis felt hat they must definand calify every application which could be
considered a violation of the Sabbath.

2. In Luke 14:5 Jesus deatith the same problem. There he mengidthat even on the
Sabbath they would pull out an ox which had fallen in a ditch.

C.Jlesisd6 response and application.

1. Vs. 89. He claims that he is greater than the temple.

2. At a previous confrontation in Matt. 9:13 (Hos. 6:6), Jesus had told the Pharisees to
go find out what this meansthe@hbptedd,si re m
AEvi dence ofitGromwiong Oppos

3.1f they had understood their own history
have condemned the gilgss.

4. Notice Matt. 12:14. The Pharisees began plotting to kill Jesus. Mark 3:6 says the
Pharisees plottedith the Herodans to kill Jesus. This would have formed a very
strange alliance since the Pharisees were strongly opposed to the Herodians.

lll. Another healing on the Sabbath. Mt. 124

A. The man with the withered hand.
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1. Matthew represents Jesus himsedkiag the qustion if it is lawful to heal on the
Sabbath. Mark and Luke treat the question a little differently. Luke speaks of the i

cident taking place on another Sabbbath,
bath: to do good or do to evil, save lifeortods t r oy it ?0
2. Matthew further shows Jesus challenging t

into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? How much more
valuable is a man than a sheep. Thereforeitisdwf t o do good on the
3. Jesus asked him to stretch forth his hand, and it was immediately healed.

B. The Pharisaic response.

1. Once again they were furious at what they considered Jesus disregard for their trad
tions.

2. The Pharisees went out and plottexiv they might kill Jesus.

3. Notice that they were not concerned about the man with the withered hand, but with
violation of their own traditions concerning Sabbath oleece.

4. Jesus constantly attackeceth Ph ar i s e e s Gituabvithgleneweratrarated o f
into a devoted spitual life.

5. What are some values ofiigibus ceremonies and rituals?

Conclusion:
1. Sometimes religious ceremonial obligations conflict with human values, and the need for
compassion. In such cases, the value of the human kgiagrinount.

2. Keep in mind that these did not necessarily represent the entire religious partyPlud-the
risees. Nicodemus wa Pharisee, John 3.
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Thelist below is fromfiThe Americarisraeli Cooperative Enterprigeshowing the conte-
porary regulations concerning observance of the Sabbath among Orthodox Jews. The list
came from: http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/shabbat.html

1. Sowing 21.Tying

2. Plowing 22.Untying

3. Reaping 23.Sewing two stches

4. Binding sheaves 24.Tearing

5. Threshing 25. Trapping

6. Winnowing 26. Slaughtering

7. Selecting 27.Flaying

8. Grinding 28. Salting meat

9. Sifting 29.Curing hide

10.Kneading 30. Scraping hide

11.Baking 31. Cutting hide up

12. Shearing wool 32. Writing two letters

13.Washing wool 33.Erasing two letters

14.Beating wool 34.Building

15. Dyeing wool 35.Tearing a building down

16. Spinning 36. Extinguishing a fire

17.Weaving 37.Kindling a fire

18. Making two loops 38. Hitting with a hammer

19.Weaving two threads 39.Taking an object from #hprivate

_ domain to the public, or tran

20. Separating two threads porting an object in the public

domain.

97


http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/shabbat.html

(Mishnah Shabbat, 7:2)

As is shown in the following quotation, many of the categdisésd aboveneedfurtherexplara-
tions, and those exgiations further define what is arsdnot permissible on the Sabbath.

The following is a quotation taken from the essay from which the list was copied. Thig4s a re
ognized source of Orthodox Jewish informati®he following is a quotation.

All of these tasks are prohibited, as wellamy task that operates by the same principle or
has the same purpose. In addition, the rabbis have prohibited coming into contact with
any implement that could be used for one of the above purposes (for example, you may
not touch a hammer or a pencibgvel, buying and selling, and other weekday tasks that
would interfere with the spirit of Shabbat. The use of electricity is prohibited because it
serves the same function as fire or some of the other prohibitions, or because itiis techn
cally consideredo be "fire."

The issue of the usg an automobile on Shabl#te Sabbath]so often argued by nen
observant Jews, is not really an issue at all for observant Jews. The automobile is p
wered by an internal combustion engine, whigerates by burning galine and oil, a
clear violation of th& orahprohibition against kindling a fire. In adgbn, the movement

of the car would constitute transporting an object inpihielic domain, another violation

of a Torah prohibition, and in all likelihood the car would be used to travel a distance
greater tharthat permitted by rabbinical @hibitions. For all these reasons, and many
more, the use of an automobile on Bt is clearly not permitted.

As with almost all of the commandments, all of these Shabbat restrictions can be violated
if necessary to save a life.
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Chapter XV
Jesus and the Pharisees

Introduction:
1. The opposition to Jesukiring his lifetimecentered pmarily in the Pharisees.
a. Much of this centered aroungbjposition to legalism and tradition. Sesdw.
b. After his death and resurrection, the Sadduceearne more important because of
their belief in the impossibility of the resurrection.
2. The Pharisees saw themselves as the strongestexpt s of t he Law, and
orthodoxy. 0
3. Review the beliefs of the Pharisees.
I. The Pharisees objected to Jesm a number of grounds. Five of them are listbolb
A. The authority of Jesus.
1. They challenged his authority.
a. Inthe mind of the religious leaders 3 us was fAuntrainedo i n t
seen as a teacher even by those who opposed him.
b. The cleasing of the temple. Matt. 21:282. fAWho gaveg twy®w t hi s
2. They asked for a sign.
B. Jesus claimed the right to forgive sins.
1. The Pharisees considered this blasphemy since only God could forgive sins.
2. This may also be tied to the fact that theg ha concept of the Trinity. Jedigdaim
in JohnbbatGoBpeand the Father aremone, 0 W
ous. They could not accept the idea that God had a Son in the sense of tla incarn
tion.
3. Healing the paralytic. Mark 2:13. He fowed by this healing that he was notsbu
ing his power to forgive sins.

C. Guilt by associatin. The Publicans and sinners.

1. Jesus ate with them and associated with them.
2. His response was, AThe whole have no need

D. His opposition to and ignoring of the traditions of the elders.

1. Ceremonial washirgyMatt. 15:220,Mark 7: 1-13.
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2. Jesugold them thathey madelie word of God void by their traditions.

E. Jesus 6 unshigta®od.inddhmJlesudyequently reérs o this sometimes
publicly, sometimesvhile only with the disciples.

1. John5: 151 8 . AMaking himself equal with God.
2. John10:30. Al and the Father are one. 0

3.John 10: 38. AThe Hert.heer 1 s i n me, an
4. John 14: 6. cometh uiNo mhe Father but by n
5. John 14: 9. Alf you have seen me yo

. The tactics of the Pharisees.

A. Attempts at public embarrassment.

1. Mar k 2:16. AfHow i s it t hat he eats and dr
2. Their denand for a sign.

a. They wanted a token of his divinity.
b. Yet, they refused the many miracles (signs) he performed.

B. Questions designed to ensnare him.
1. This tactic was useflequentlytoward the close of his ministry
2. Matt. 22:1522, 22:2333. Paying taxes t6aesar and the question of the woman who

hadmanyhsb ands who di ed. AWhose wife will s

C. Religious pressures. Banning a man from the synagogue for becoming a folloerer of J
sus.

D. Crucifixion. This was their ultimate oppositiom Jesus.
Jesusd reaction to the Phari sees.
A. Some favorable reactions. Jesus did not avoid the Pharisees.

1. Three times Luke tellthatJesus diadat the home of a Pharisee.
2. Nicodemus was a Phariseéohn 3:17

B. Confrontations with the Pharisees.
1. Jess accused them of setting aside the commandments of God in ordep tin&
traditions.i Ctbi no was oMak7:8Bampl e.
2. They acused him of blasphemgndclaimed thathis power was &tanic. Mk. 3:22ff.

C. Jesus accused them of hypocrisy.

10C



1. The Pharise and the Publicahuke 18:914.
2. The entirgwenty-third chapterof Matthewis devoted to woes to the Scribes, Rhar
sees, calling them hypocrites. (Note the variety of aticuns.)

Conclusion:

1. A historical study of the Pharisees presents a gene@dlg gicture of them as a rel
gious force, particularly in the beginning of the movement. However, by the tiree of J
sus, a large segment of the movement had slipped into a strongly legalistic position, and
they gave undue attention to the traditions ofaiders.
2. This shows that Jesus6 teaching was consid
or the general teaching of his day.
3. It also shows that there was little serious evaluation of the religious and spiritual cond
tion of the Jewish nation ateghime of Christ, and little or no real testing of the religion
of the Pharisees at that time.
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Chapter XVI
Parables of the Kingdom

The Parable of the Sower
Matthew 13:123

Introduction:

1. People responddd the teachings afesudn different ways. The parables played a very
significant role in thatresponse J esus 6 expl anat irableshelgsus he r e
understand the disposition of his hearers as it related to their acceptance or rejection of
truth.

2. Two impotant principles emerge aevgtudy M&thew 13. They are:

a.
b.

The importance of how we listen to the wordsesfus See Matt. 13:117
The importance olvhat we heaand understand of his teachings

[I. What is a parable?

A. The Greekwordip ar ab@lah a)b ol U

1.

w N

It is a compound word made up of the wgrd r (para) , meaning fdbesi d:
si de ,btal d(batl) meaningi t o t h pamblethénis Bascally something

which isfithrown along side soething elsed

An ol d saying is, tbAypai alhl @ Iheaamené gr mlele
In many respects it is a story, btuis more than a story or illustration, especially in
reference to its ppose.

Jesus was not the first teacher to use parables, but he is the best known of all teachers
who used them.

B. Same things a parable is not:

1.

2.

3.

It is not ust an illustration or example, although Jesssd theerhetorical devices
also.

It is not an allegoryn the strictest sense of the wpedthough a few times Jesus used
allegoriesand referred to them as parables

It is not a fable. A fable breaks the bounds of the natural and has trees talking, an
mals acting asumans, etc.

C. Usually parables have a single main focus, but this is not always the case.

1.
2.

Some parables have a series of practical applicationstads plag parabletself.
The Parable of the Prodigal Son and the Parable of the Good Samaritan age illustr
tions of this.

[ll. Jesus and the mystery of parabl&8:1017
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A.AiWhy do you speak to the people in parable

1. Jesus is going to affirm that the parabée not for the purpose of simply clarifying
or illustrating his message. They are much more complex than this.

2.Jesus answered by saying: i T hfeheakemo wl e d ¢
has been given to yothe discipleg but not to them. 0

a.Jesus continued by oeveshas wilnhbg giverhnore,candshe i p | e
will have and abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken
from him. o

b. Finally Jesus quoted Isaiah 6190, At hr ough seeing,rthey c
ing, they do not hear or understand. 0

3.l n order to understand the true purpose
statement about seeing, but not seeing, and hearing but not hearing and whderstan
ing.

4. Jesus is deal i ng h eiondowawditrutih vs.ahe pnpartanan 6 s d i
personplaces on his own biases or prejudicekesus is explaining theestructive
character of religious prejudice.

B.The parables test oneds desire to know Jes
did for those who heard him.

1. One who has thive of truth and thelesireto know truthwill find that desire abuo-
dantly satfied.

2. One who does ndtave that love and desivéll see only the surface truth, and will
not allow the parable to actually confront hige thoughts and attitude§.o such a
one the parables will not probe his heart.

3. Such a person will not come into a personal relationship with Jesus until these att
tudes are changed.

a. How does this rel ata itomot lod? itdhea gofs plewi
b. The parablesvill probe our innermost thoughts, but only if we are willinglto a
lows them tado so

C.The parable of the sower for example is d
kind of soil am |1 ?0 H o w e aspeat of the garablebhtefar er ¢
his mind and the parable becomesmoty more than an interesting illustration

1. Notice that Jesus does not explain this parable to the crowd, but only to fipéedisc
privately. The crowd apparently did niaguire concernig its meaning, but the s
ciples did inquire aboutit. @ equently Jesus said, A Th
the kingdom of heaven has been given t

2. This is what separated the seeker from these®kerthe sincerérom the curous.

e Kk
o Yy
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a. It thereforereinforced!| s a i stateraemtwhich was quoted byesus thathe
people heard, but did not really get the message, and they saw, but did not really
perceive.

b. This is the true function of the parables. They are probes.

lll. TheParable of the Sower. The responsibility of the one who hears the goddatt. 13:1
9, 1823.

A. The parable itself.

1. It pictures a familiar scene in Palestine, and familiar types of soll.
2. Notice the characteristics of the four types of soil.

a. Itis important to se¢éhat each type aoil waswhatit was (wayside, rocky, the
ny, or good)even before hearing the word. Do you see a problem here? Think of
this in terms of the probing crecter of parables.
b. In explaining the parable, Jesus beginsbirstg t hat t he MAseed i s

C. The pathway soil.

1. It would be packed down and hard, and no one would expect seeds toagerim it.

2. This represents one who hears the word, but before he carsundend it , At he
comes and snatches away whatwaswn . 0

3. Sometimes, a person will hear a portion of thepgh but before he investigates it in
ordertoundsst and it he is distracted, and the
ate it up.o

4. Some hearts have been hardened by past bitterness tolgichyerushing circms-
tances of life, their own prejucks, or other distractions. Thepredsg t i on of on
heart prevents the word from mérating, and the word is lost.

a. How is the heart hardened?

b. Some people can visit a place of great beautycbuote away without rememibe
ing anything of beauty because they were too preoccupied with other matters.

c. Can a person with a hard heart respondtpedy to the gospel?

d. Can the hard heart be softened? If so, how? If not, what does this say about the
execise of freewill?

D. The rocky soil.

1. This person hears the word, and immediately accepts it. This is soil which has so
many rocks that there is little nourishing earth there. The seed springs up quickly, but
soon withers.

2. Although this person accepts thrd quickly, he does not stop to count the cost of
discipleship, so he quickly falls away because the word has no root in him.

3. lItis similar to getting married quickly, considering only the privileges, but nadi-co
dering the obligtions and responsibilés.
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E. The thorny soil.

1. This may be a person of high intentions andatore imagination, but he is not
wholehearted in his acp@nce of the word.

2. He is plagued by competing loyalties and dividedrests.

3.AThe worries of t hi sfwdalthfcteoke a,making ihunfritid e c e i t

ful .o

This person has the wrong priorities in life.

Too many outside interests replace the centrality of the word, and he becomes unfrui

ful.

ok

F. The good soil.

1. The good heart. Luke refers to him as havingldenandgood heart.

2. He produces fruit.

3. The parable doesndt indicate that he is
but that he is honest and sincere, and is seeking truth about his life.

F. A practical application of the parable.

1. In this parable Jessssh o ws h ow o niengosvardotnute playssap ionportant
role in how he will treatruthwhen it is presented to him.

2. By showingthis predisposition along with the types of hearts land men treat the
word of God, Jesus shows how #iegdomis speadandhow it grows

3. The various types of soil, though very important, do not constitute the major point in
this parable. The soils are a means to an end. The major point of the parable is that
the kingdom will grow and spread through the word ladgin good and honest
heartsresulting infruit-bearing This is the major undejing point of the parable.

4. Jesus is not saying that a person is, for evermore, a certain type of soil, butithat var
ous people, when they hear the gospel message, will redoese ways.The soil
(hear) can changés character byléowing the parable to proldbe heart.

Conclusion:

1. Every parable has its limitations. We must not press the analogies beyondtémeied
limits.

2. Soils in nature cannot change their ownrelter, but human hearts can change.

3. Other parables oMatthew 13

Parable of the Weedd4.3:2430, 3643
Parable of the Mustard Seeti3:31-33
Parable of the Yeastl3:3435

Parable of the Hidden TreasurE3:44
Parable of the Pearl of Great Pride3:4546
Parable of the Netl3:47%52

~oooow
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Chapter XVII
The Kingdom 1T The Hope of Israel

Introduction:

=

Int his | esson we want to explore some of th
2. Itis an important topic in the New Testament. In the New Intemma Version the word
A k i n gatcuny 58 times, dributed as follows:

a. In Matthew, 54 times.

b. In Mark, 20 times.

c. In Luke, 43 times.

d. InJohn 4 times.

e. In Acts, 8 times.

f. In The Epistles, 20 times.
g. In Revelation, 9 times.

3. Acts 28:20. When Paul was imponed in Rome, healled the leaders of the Jewish
communityt oget her , and told them, Alt i s becau
with this chain, o As we will see, tbis fAho
siah. In the Jewish mind, amtegral part of this was the inaugtion of the Kingdom of
God.

4. In both Old Testament and New Testament the words in the original languages which are
transl ated fAKi ngdomd amsd d reasifainin Greek).oAlthough | er s h
these words can also refer to the realm or territory, the root meaning is always that of r

lership.

5. AThagkdbom of heameand siagdtiephraufldeheaven is cl o
6. Matthew consistently usestheexpre i on Aki ngdom of heaveno (:
of God only 3 times), while Mark and Luke

sions are used interchangeably throughout the Gosprelhe NIV, the word occurs in
John onlyfour times; twice it is us@é in the conversatiowith Nicodemus (Jn.3:3%) and
twice during thetrial before Pilate (Jn. 18:36Because of a iual variantthe KJV, the
ASV, and some other vsions have the word three timasJohn 18:36.

7. Throughout the Old Testament, espewiatl the Psalms and Prophets, God is recaghiz
as I srael d6s king.

8. During part of the Intertestamental Period the kingdom expectation and Messiare expe
tation went handn-hand.

9. When Johrthe Baptistand Jesus began to annoutitat the kingdom was at hanthey
were expressing agventanticipated in some Jewish quarters. The Qumran Community
had Messianic kingdom expectatio® the Jews this meant the fulfilling of their hopes.

. Ol d Testament background. The envararctieOldhr as e
Testament , but the idea is strongly exXpress:
vah) is found twice in the Old Testament but never in the New Testament. See | Chron. 28:5
and Il Chron13:8.

10€



A. Sample references to the kingdom ideghie Old Tetament. The references below show
how the idea of a kingdom had engaged the minds of Israel from the very beginning of
their nation. That concept grew into the Messianic expient

1. Exodus 19:6.i You wi | | be for md a kohgdomtobnp
the first time that this idea occurs in
and | srael as the Akingdom of the Lordo g

2. Num 23:21 Bal aamds oracl e. I n spe@ddisng of
with them; the shout of the King i s among

3. Deut. 17:1420. Moses instructs Israel that if they later asked for a king, this is the
kind o king they would have. Wen Israel had its king, hewagrer r ed t o as
anointed. 046,1968.8%20Sam. 2
4. | Sam. 8:122. Israel asked for a king and it displeased God. Notice that tleey pr
facedthisequest by saying Samuel 6s sons did no
a. Itis important to remember that the heathetioms around Israel (Egypt, Moab,
Ammon, Canaan, Midian, etc.) attributed some degree of divimityivine -
pointmentto their kings.

1) Old Testament scholars now believe that in Egypt and Mesopotamia the pos
tion of king was the means of integrating society with its gods. The very earl
estEgyptians considered the Pharaoh to be a god incarnate, and a seft of m
diator of the blessings of their god to the people. Later he was considered
more a representative of the god than a sortvone being.

2) In Mesopotamia the idea was not so much thatking was a god, but that he
was an appointed servant and son of the gods. The king was still a heaman b
i ng, but a divinely appointed one, whc
differing views among scholars concerning this.

3) Although Israel nevedid this, that influence may have played a part in their
request for a king, and in some of thedtions which their kings usurped.

b. The attitude of |srael i n demanding a Kk
matters into our own hands. o

Theywanteh ki ng fAsuchaaonal |Ihatvlkee 6ot her n

God said to Samuel, #Alt i s negettedymo@as t hey

t hei r Tkis statement bears directly on the intended theocratic nature of

Israel. The Law was designed to goverrasalbects of the life of theation.

Qo

B. The king and kingdom in the Psalms.

1. Ps.2:67. 0l have i nstalled my king on Zion, m
have become vy o urthe NewtThseamentidentifikd thidmdMesgah

nic psalm, tle original readers ofthe psalnprobably saw it simply as a royal psalm.
Ps.52iALi sten to my cry for help my King an
Ps.10:16AiThe Lord is King for ever and ever.
Ps.24:710. A" The King of glory. o On cerstoadgaa i n, t
referring to the king of Israel, but has been given a Messianicapph.
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C. In the Prophets.

1.

3.

Hos. 13:11.AiSo i n my anger | gave you a king,
God was not pleased with t heitasahacofeef | sr &
bellion against the leadership of Go@nce again we see the intended theocratic n

ture of the nation of Israel.

Dan.2.44.iThe God of heaven will sedtmnupyead.kdr
Here Daniel predictshe coming ofGo d 6 s  k i Dhagndi oetérgyesation of the

dream leaves no doubt about the kingdom which God would set up during the days of

the fourth empire repsented by the various parts of the statue.

Dan. 7:14, 18, 22Note the descriptions of the king and &megdom.

a. Vs. 14. AfHe was given authorityr sover
laging dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never
be destroyed. o

b. Vs. 18. The interpretation. v Bel t t he
kingdom and pssessitforevefry es f or ever and ever. o
c. Vs. 22. A . . . ands dshsee d itnee ckainreg dvwhme.no

Il. The kingdom idea at the close of the Old Testament and during the Intertestamredal p

A. In studying the kingdom, itis mpor t ant t hat we see |Israel 6s
the time of the formation of the nation (Exodus 19:6) until the close of the Newa-Test
ment.

1.

We tend to forget the Intertestamer®akiod as a part of Israiels hi st or y. Al
we do not haveryy inspiredOld Testamenivritings after Malachi, there is@ntiru-
ing development of th@ogical ideas during that period.

. The subject of the Kingdom of God pervades the entire Bible, not just the New Te

tament.With this in mind, the subject of the kidgm begins in Exodus, not in Ma

thew.

We wi | | see | ater t hat the churgdbm i s th
which will last until the end of time. Then the kingdom will then be turned over to

the Father who will be all in all (I Cor. 15:28).

B. Contrasting the Intertestamental Period with eariexelite history.

1.
2.

In early Israelite history the natiagnkingdomi was confined to the land of Canaan.

The general religious concept of the heathen nations surrounding Israel was that of a

Al ocral Mt roi bal 0 god wh d. Awteedsratlitesemiracedodo f t h e
latry, the prophets show thttey anbraced this idea as well.

a. In the pagan mindot be away from Ayour | amdo wa s
nected from your god.

b. After the Babylonia Exile, and particularly throughout the Diaspora, this idea
changed, and the Jews believed much more in the universatigmig of God.
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3. Note however that the prophets, evaen duri
try, tried to establish the urevsal sovereignty of God contrasted with the heatleen b
liefs of local, tribal, or national gods.

a. Is. 11:19. Isaiah gives a peaceful and tranquil description of the Messianic Age.
Although the rulerdescribed bylsaiah is not calledithe kingp he is fuly de-
scribed as such.

b. The idea of this passage is that those that have been hostile enemies will become
compatible and peaceful. This is brought about because each one submits to the
universal sovereignty of God and his Messiah.

C. History at the close dhe Old Testament and beging of the Intertestamental Period.

1. Ezra 1:14. Cyrus rebelled against the Medes in 549 B.C., and then conquergd Bab
lon (Belshazzar), establishing the Persian Empire. His policy was to release captives
of all nations and allouhem to return to their own lands, but they were still under his
political and economic control, and had to pay taxes to him.

2. The Jews were allowed to beginitheeturn from exile, and they begém rebuild &-
rusalem around 53815 B.C. The prophets Zemhah and Haggai were in Jerusalem
about 526618 B.C. Controversy arose concerning the work of rebuilding, and the
work was stopped until the second year of King Darius 482 B.C.), who rela
firmed the right of the Jews to return and rebuild.

3. This rebuitling and resettling took place overaipd of many years.

4. In 490 B.C. Dariug (522-486 B.C.) king of the Persian Empire, attempted to invade
Greece but was defeated at the Battle of Marathon. Darius Wawédd byhis son,
Xerxesl (485465 B.C) whowas king during the time of Esther.

D. The rise of the Greeks.

1. By the time of Darius Il of Persia (3381 B.C) various Greek citgtates were uti
ing under Philip of Macedon. This was the beginning of the rise of the Greek Empire.

a. Philip held sway ovea considerable portion of Greece.

b. When Philip was assassinatéds 21 year oldson Alexander took up the conquest
and marched his armies eastward all the waabylon, Susa, and Persepolis
(Persia), and south into Egypt and Palestires army refusedo go into India,
and they turned back.

c. Alexander was educated by Aristotle, tlaebus Greek philosopher, and was a
xious to establish Greek ideals, culture and language among thoseguereal.
Alexanderdied in Babylon in 323 B.C.

2. Upon his deatlthe empire was divided among his generals. The most important of
these, for our purposes, were Ptolemy, who controlled Egypts of north Africa,
and parts of Palestin@ntermittently), and Seleucus who controlled Syria and Mes
potamia and parts of Ratine(intermittently). Seleucus and Ptolemy (and theicsu
ceeding rulers) fought frequently overl &stine.



3. All of these events had a strong impact of the national and religious identity of the
Jews, and much of the writing of this period cited thesbl@nus.

a. The Jewish homeland, much to the chagrin of the lbemselveswas once
again under foreign domination.

b. This was especially problematic during the conflicts between the Seleucids (in
Syria) and the Ptolemys (in Egypt), since they fought each tisheontrol of R-
lestine.

E. Israel under the Seleucids.

1. It should be remembered that Syria, under the Greek domination of Alexander the
Great and subsequently under the Seleucids, had been strotiglyizéel.
2. In 198 B.C. the Seleucids (Syria) seizedeBthe from the Ptolemies (Egypt).

a. By 190 B.C. Antiochus lllI, the Seleucid ruler of Palestine went to Egypt to try to
bring it under his control. The Romans was already in control of Egypt aind A
ochus was humihted.

b. Antiochus Il was assassinated,dahis brother Antiochus IV, Epiphanes (175
163 B.C.), lecame ruler.

b. Under Antiochus IV (Epiphanespbyr i a6s power  \aiechus esur ¢
needed money He made an agreement with a wealthy Jew named Menahem
wherebyMenahemcould purchase the positioof high priest. This infuriated
many pious Jews, and a clear divi-sion o
gorously opposed this.

c. After Menahem succeeded in becoming the new high priest, he escorted Anti
chus to the temple where they removed many \wddéudems. These were given
to Antiochus.

3. In 168 B.C. AntiochugV moved into Egypt to try to bring it under Seleucid control
but he wasebuffed and humiliated.

a. In Palestinehe enforced Greek customs, the worship of Greek deities,eand r
cruited Jewishyouth into the gymnasium (the secular/religious educationat inst
tution of the Greeks), with the presupposition of their acceptance of Grigekecu
and cults.

c. In his anger Antiochus IV suspended all Sabbath observances, Temple sacrificial
rituals, and aicumcision. Ownership of the Torah (Law) was forbidden under
pain of death. Jews were forced to eat ceremonially unclean food, and to sacrifice
unclean animals onggan altars. A pig was offered on an altar in the Temple
compound.

d. By this time the High Resthood had become strongly political, arahfticts
within the Jewish nation led to chexiges against the high priest and the qorru
tion which had eveloped. Many Jews were killed during these conflicts.

4. This of course infuriated the Jews.
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a. A Syrian amy officer came to the village of Modein where a strongly orthodox

Jew named Mattathias lived.
b. When Mattathias was compelled to offer a public sacrifice to the pagan gods, he
refused, andhekilled a young rebel Jew aralsothe Syrian officer.
With this, a rebellion broke out under the leestgp of Mattathias.
Upon the death of Mattathias, his son J
succeeded him. He was very zealous for the Law, and continued an aggressive
guerilla war against the Syrian$hey recaptured Jerakem from the Syrians, and
rededicated the templ&.hiswarcame to be known as the Maccabean Revolt.

e o

F. Some observations.

1. When we see the JewsdO downtrodden situat
easy to understand how they wolldo ok t o t he Ol d Testament
kingdom and the Messianic expectation as their source of hope.

2. We must keep in mind that the Messianic hope of Israel is inseparably connected to
their idea of a Messianic kingdon©On the other hand, the ligture of that day does
not give us a clear unified view of the Messianic and kingdom expectationgthe
Jews. A variety of attitudesseem to have prevailed during this period.

G. Some Jewish writings of the Intertestamental period. These were not ceddinée n-
spired writings, and were not part of the Jewish Canon (Old Testament), but they demo
strate some of the expectaticrsd attitude®f the people. Some of these are referred to
as pseudepigraphic writingalse writings) and some as apocryghwritings (of douly
ful authaenticity).

1. Oneof the pseudepigrapha The Assumption of Mosds.was probably written not
later than A.D. 3pwhich placedt during the lifetime of ésus.

a. In thisbookyou see the writer looking for the kingdom to béablshed by the
direct intervation of God.

b. AiThen Hi s kingdom shall appear througho
be no more, and sorrow shadpdar t . 0 ( Chapter 10: 1)

2. The book ofBaruch probably written aboutpadss60 B. (
when He [the Messiah] has brought low everything that is in the world, and has sat
down in peace for the age on the throne of His kingdom, that joy shall thes be r
veal ed, and r espter73)hal | appear . o (Cha

3. There are other references to the Kingdomd a great Messianic banquet. Jesos hi
self used this figure in Luke 14:228 and Matthew 22:24.

a. The parable in Luke 14:1%4 comes in response to the statement of one who sat
at the table with Jesus, ABl ethslegt i s t h
dom of God. o

b. This seems to reflect a Jewish prevailingtade during the first century A.D.
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Conclusion:

1. In order to understand the kingdom we must see the continuum from Ex. 19:6 through the
end of the New Testament.

2.1 srael 0s a ekingdom playedia praminerft rolé ih the life of Christ asrie a
nounced that the kgudom was at hand.

3.1t is important that we remember that the
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Chapter XVII1
The Kingdomin
The Teaching of John the Baptist and Jesus

Introduction:

1. The Jewish expectation of the kingdom played an important role in the way the
people viewedJesus and his message.

2. The downtrodden natioof Israellooked forward to relief from the civil, political,
andreligious persecution they h&dto endurerom their cgtors We have seen a
brief picture of the Old Testament predictions and the Jewish expectation developed
during the Intertssamental Period.

3. The message of Jesus was welcomed by some, andetkbpishers.

4. Jesus spoke of the kingdom as embracing the past, the present, and the future.

a. This is not to say that the kingdom existed, or will exist in the same form during
all of these periods, but that people who lived as far back as Abrahamlse to
participants in the kigdom.

b. The church is simply the current manifestation of the kingdom. At the second
coming of Christ the kigdom will be turned over to the Father,sl®wn in | Cor.
15:2428.

c. Luke 13:28speaks of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob aiettig all the prophets &i
ting down in thekingdom and many of the Jews will be cast out.

I. The kingdom in the message of John the Baptist.
A.The background of Johnds ministry.
1. His audience.

a. Disaster had fallen on the Israelite nation. By 722 B.C. theybkad invaded,
dominated, enslaved, and their religion all but destroyed. The fulfillment of the
promised Davidic Messiah became their hagéhough it seemed to be vemr
mote.

b. William Barclay, in his commentargn Matthew says that some of the Jdws
lieved that Israel would rule over the entire world, and that the Gentiles would
flock to Jerusalem to learn about the true God. Others believed that Israel would
subdue the Gentiles, possibly by force, aecbime the rulers of the world. These
werecertainly minority viewsamong the Jews

c. Many of the Jew®f Jesus day seemed to haemsidered the own age as hop
less and lost, buhat the coming of the Messiah walibsher in a new age for
their retion.

2.Johnds message.
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. The kingdom is at hanidclose byor coming soon.

. He attacked the Pharisees and Sadduceésgctiiem a brood of vipers.

. Why would he have addressed them in such terms? He challenged them, calling
attention to their arrogance and seéffhteousness. Three areas which John a
tacked wee:

1) AiWho warned you to flee from the comin
2) iProduce fruitsntanckeéping with repe
3) ibo not think you can say to yoursel ve

. Why would these challenges have beenatife?

1) Because John knew of thgpocrisy of the religious leaders.

2) The claimof many Jewswas that since they weré¢he children of Abraham
they automatically hadtanding with God In their eyes,His negatd the im-
portance or necessity of repentance.

3) Theyseemtohave hought t htsnt pladed themGnsthe Isaanp eat
gory as Gentiles who were baggd as part of the process of embracing the
Jewish relgion.

4) John warns them that the wheat will beaeafed from the chaff, and the chaff
would be burned.

A

o0 hno braegsckgreundf baptism among the Jews.

. Proselyte baptism was practiced prior to John, and was used by some as the final
act to bring a Gentile into the Jewish fellowship. Rabbi Hillel (60 BXD. 20)

is thought to have been one of the stronger advocates of thisvagia Iberal

rabbi who believed that the entire law was wrapped up in the idea that you should
never do to another person what was atrociotsmself This was a sort of ge

ative of what Jesus gave as the Golden Rule.

. Hillel died about A.D. 20, makingim partly contemporary with Jesus. Evem-du

ing the days of Jesus Hillel was well remembered.

. The Essenes (Dead Sea, Qumran community) appears to have practiced baptism
in connetion with the cleansings of the Old Testament, but not necessarily as
proseyte baptism. John was baptizing only about 10 miles from their comyn

1) Shortly after the discovery of the dead Sea Scrolls, some scholars believed
that John was (or had been) a member of that community. The probability
that John was a member of tlt@mmunity is not generally accepted now, but
we cannot dismiss the possibility of its ughce on him.

2) His ascetic lifestyle seems to be somewhat similar to theirs, but his dress was
not. The Essenes consistently wore white.

3) They believed themselves be the people of the New Covenant (not in the
New Testament sense of the expression however). This was thought of as a
combination of the old covenant and the eternakcant as defined by them.
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4) In this regard, they considered themselves to be the pedple t he fAl ast ¢
Their writings reflect a strong Messianic hope.

4. Why did John baptize?

a. John1:29When John announced Jesus as the 0l
sin of the world, oo he announced #he rea
self dd not know him, but the reason | came baptizing with water was that he
mi ght be revealed to I|Israel. o

b. Matt. 3:1:3, Mk. 1:23, Lk. 3:46, and John 1:127. These passages cite Oldsfe

tament propécies and apply them to John as the one who would prepaveathe
for the Messiah.
Mark 1:4.J ohnds was a ffbaptgisvne noefs sr eopfe nstiannsc.e
Note how the pride and seifgjhteousness of the Pharisees and Sadducees kept
themfromaccgp ng Johnds baptism.
e. Mt. 21:26. The people considered Joarprophetbut the chief priests (probably
the Sadducees) and eldépsobably Pharisees) rejected higptosm.
ff.Johnés baptism had a direct tie go his
dom.

Qo

Il. The kingdom in the parables of Jesus. (The parables below haverbapadytogether pr
marily as a matter of convenience, not to categorize the teachings of Jesus on any particular
aspect of the kingdom.)

A. Parablesn Matthew 13.These parables give us insight into the nature and worth of the
kingdom, and describe its spiral charater.

1. Matt. 13:49. The Parable of the Sower.

a. The seed is represents the word of God.

b. The soils represent the hearts of those who hear the message ogtiverkin

c. This parable tellsis abouthe importance of how we listen to the messagdesf
sus, and the way thdte kinglom is propagated.

2. Matt. 13:2430, 3643. This is reérred to as the Parable of the Weeds. In some ve
sions the word fAwe elthesQeekwordigr Zroddizemtore d At ar
which is a weed growing" in Palestine whose stalk and grain resemble wheat.

a. Jesus recognized that opposition to thegtom would come, and that tlizevil
would infiltrate the kingdom.

b. In the kingdom there will be those who will appéarbe true believers (wheat),
but are not. They are tlei z o Kizizaminn); that is, those who only appear to
be genuine. nthis parable Jeswsid the field is the world. The one who sowed
the good seed was the Son befweddamhe and
havest is the end of the world when those within the kingdom who do evil and
cause sin will be rooted out and cast into the fire.
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c. In this parable, Jesus shows that in the kingdom there are both true believers and
non-believers.

d. The punishmenof the evil ones in the kingdom (weeds or tares) will come at the
end of the world.

3. Matt. 13:3132. The Parable of the Mustard Seed.

a. As mustard seed is very small, so Jesus teacheshthkingdom would begin as
something very small (the smallestadf your seeds), buds the seed grows te-b
come a tree, so the kingdom will grow in size.

b. The seed grows with great power, but its growth is always silent artiusive.

4. Matt. 13:33. TheParable of the Leaven or Yeast.

a. This parable is the only instem in the New Tg&ament where leaven (yeast) is
used in a positive sense. In all other places is&luo refeto an evil eément or
influence.

b. The good influence gfeoplein thekingdom will permeate the whole.

5. Matt. 13:4446. The Parables of ther@asure and Pearl of Great Price.

a. These parables both speak of thereédible worth of the kingdom and the power
of faith.

b. The menin these parables sold all they had in order to procure the treasure or
pearl. When a person believes in the value of tmg#om, his faith will lead him
to make any sacrifice nessary to obtain it.

6. Matt. 13:4750. The Parable of the Net.

a. This parable goes along with the parable of the weeds. There will be a judgment,
at which time the good will be separated from the bad

b. Jesus is teaching that throughdigtory, there will be people of all kinds in the
church (the cuent manifestation of the kingdom). Some will be evil, some good,
some loyal andependable, and some hypocritical and wicked.

c. To the Jews, thiswouldbevai vi d remi nder that not | us
the kingdom, but it would have some evil people as well. The Jews thought of the
kingdom in terms twpglkeemsel ves as fAgoodo p

B. Other parables concerning the kingdom.
1. Matt. 7:2427. The Parable of thBuilders.
a. The wise hear and obey. The foolish hear, but do not obey.

b. This parable came at the conclusion of ther®® on the Mount, and emphasizes
the impatance of translating the word into action.
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2. Matt. 18:2235. The Parables of the Debtors.

In this parable Jesus shows that God will not forgive the person who does-not fo

give his brother from the heart.

This parable iprefacel by, f Ther e §doornme otfh en ekaivren i s | i Kk
It emphasizes the enormity of our own sins against God compareel pettiness

of the sins of others against us.

C. Later parables concerning the kingdom.

1. Matt. 20:216. The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard.

a. This parable is alsprefacel bythe wordsi The ki ngdom of heaven

b.

Some scholars believe théne 11" hour man going into the vineyard represent

the Gentiles since they did not come to God until laldrnis seems to be amie-
cessary limitation on the pable.

The main point of the parable seems to be that God does not count quantity of
service, but the fact of service. Those who came to him late are no less rewarded
than those who came earlier.

2. Luke 15. The Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost. Son

a. These three parablesl | ustrate Godos cTheygaedreattdyf or al

b.

to the purpose of God in establishing thegkiom.

They areprefaced by a note that publicans and sinners gathegetherto hear
Jesusbut he Pharisees and teachers of the law criticized him for associating with
these kinds of people.

1) The Phariseesnd Scribes considered theelves morally and religiously
above the fApublicans and sinners. o
2)I n these parables Jesus shows thhat Go

teous. 0

The first two of these parables end with Jesus saying, there is more j@veanhe

over one sinner who teepemt so ntelksa nwhov edro tr
repent.

These parables strike at the heart of those who consider themselves morally and
religiously above the masses of hunitai the selfrighteous.

3. Luke. 14:1524.TheParable of the Great Feast and the Excuses.

The Jews frequently thought of the Messianic Kingdom in terms of a gneat ba

quet.

In this parable Jesus was replying to one who sat with him when he was eating,
andsaid A Bl essed i s t hdeasnathekighaomwo fl | Ged.to a



c. The parable again goes to the heart of Jewish thinking about their privileged pos
tion in the kingdom. Those for whom the feast was prepared discountad-the i
portance of the invitation, and spurned it. As a result, others nvited instead.

d. In this parable once again Jesus attacks thmgamce, exclusiveness and self
righteousness of the Jewish religious leadership.

4. Matt. 25:313, 1430, 3346. The Parables of the Wise and Foolish Virgins, thie Ta
ents, and theiRal lidgment

a. As Jesus came to the end of his ministry, he directed a number of parables to the
doctrine of fnal judgment.

b. Il n these he showed the I mportance of pr
ties, and the separation of those who had faithfullyexefrom those who gave
only lip service.

N.Jesus6 teaching about personal character and
A. Personal character of those in the kingdom.

1. Luke 14:711. Jesus was confronted by those witlaced great emphasis status,
and took theseats of honor at the tabl&hese seats were thosesglst to the host.

a. Jesus says that you may be humiliatedameone of greater distinction casne
andyou have tamove to a lower placeTherefore it is better to take the lower
seats, and be askemmove higher.

b. He concludes t hi s bxaltshimself willge humtted, endy o n e
hewhohmb!l es himself will be exalted. o

c. Humility was a difficult lesson for some of the religious leaders to le&mrthe
GraeceRoman world humility was cordered a trait of wdaness and wa®oked
down on with scorn.

d. What is humility?

2. Luke 14:2533.Counting the cost.

a. In this passage Jesus sposdarge crowds of people wismught the privileges of
thekipgdom but di dnditspesstnalgdemedt® consi der

b. He picturel a man who buila tower but @ not take into accouniow much it
would cost to complete Next, Jesuggavethe example o& king whowentto war
without considering whether or not heutd win against the tnabling odds.

c. The kingdom was rtesimply a privilege for the Jews, butdemanded devotion
and sadfice from everyone.

d. Thishas someaimilanty to the thorny and rocky soils in the parable of the sower.
One was shallow and had no root, while the other allowed the cares of the world
and deceitfuness of wealth to choke out the word of the kingdom.

B. Other teachings of Jesus concerning the kingdom.
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1. Matt. 10:7. Upon sending the apostles out on the limited commission he told them to
preach that the kingdom was nedafhey were instructetb heal the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse the lepers, and cast out demons. He did not tell thepate por mi-
itary or political action.

2. Matt. 16:28 Mark 9:1. Jesus said thabme of those who were standing by would not
die before the kingdom came.

3. Matt. 18:1-5. He settled a controversy concerniihg one whas the greatest in the
kingdom He placed little child among them, andld them they must change and
become likelittle children or they could not enter the kingdom of heavé&r a
groupof statusloving people, this was a difficult reqament.

4. Matt. 19:24. It is difficult for a rich manto enter the kingdom Neither vealth nor
position decide oneds status with God.

5. Luke 11:20. A | f I drive out demons bhdpmoflbed f i nge
has come to you. o N o t. dt reters wtheuegneof Godl. t he wo
6. Matt. 6:10. Themodelp ay er . AThy kingdom come, thy

i n heaven,fawhiclJesis tolddusta prays f o king@dm tbbhess-
tablished in the world, and hisill to be perfectly obeyedow on earth a# is pa-
fectly obeyed in heaven.

7. Lk. 17:2021. Jesus said the kingdom does not come with observation (it is not a
physical or political entity), but the kingdomwmsthin you (it is spirtual).

8. John 18:3336. When on trial before Pilate, Jesti#riaed that he was a king, but a
so saidthat his kingdom is not of this world. If it were political or military iature,
he said his people would fight for him.

Concluson:

1. Both John the Baptist and Jesus said the kingdom was at hand in theirm@natiga.

2. Jesus gave a wide variety of teaching concerning the nature of the kingdom, arat the ch
racter of those who were to come into the kingdom. He attempted to corsechce-
tions concerning the kingdom and the place of the Jews in it.

3. Today, many people mistakenly look for an earthly kingdom to be established at the time
of the second coming of Jesus. This is not the New Testament teaching on eitker the e
tablishmem of the kingdom or its character.



Chapter X1 X
Peterds Confession

Jesus Predicts His Death
Matt. 16:1328 Mk. 8:2731 Lk. 9:1827

Introduction:

1. The confession of Peter and the ensuing conversation is one of the most controversial
passagsin the New Testament, not so much because of its intrinsic difficulty éut b
cause of its historical implations.

2. In the early second century various church writeagan to spealof Peter in glowing
terms as preeminent among the twelve. This pasabmgey with a few more became the
primary passages referred to.

I.  Some of the theological questions which arise out of this passage.
A. The divinity of Jesus affirmed.
1. This is one of the few times when Jesus affirms that he is the Son of God.
a. Although Jesusimself did not make that claim at this time, Peter made it for

him, andJesugronounced a blessing on Peter for saying tRigrthermore, Jesus
said thatGod himself hadevealed that truth to Peter.

b. The wor d Cit € IsntGhaétppis equivalentto the Hebrew wordor

AMessiah, 0 meaning the one who is anoin
the early church it became the name by which Jesusdeasfied The same is
true today.

c. Peterds confession is ndda,t etrtad | g n fAorfo uGaac

d. Frequently in both English and Greek the w@d i s {CarMtos)is preceded
by the definite article.

2. The wordCr i s (Cbri¥tos)was one of th@omina sacrgsacred names), and was
abbrevated when written in the Greek manuscripts. Scribes would the write the first
letter of the name as a ¢t letter then insert the grammatical ending with a line
over the ending. ThuSr i s beoawheCVn the manuscriptsThis isthe way we
got Xmas standing for Christmas.

3. In Israel, as well ag otherOld Testament nationgeople in high placesyhether
sealarorreligous wer e many ti mes fAanointedo with

a. The word fAanoint o | #isuasedcomanoniydénisgel ous wo
ing of smearing oil or other substance on food or in the use of cosmetics (Amos
6:6), and othethings It is frequentlyused in reference to a religious practice of
appointing a person to an ecclesiastical agrelis work or office.

b. Some of the prophets and kings in the Oldtdiment were specifically anointed.
Priests were also anointed. In | Kings B1b Elijah is nstructed to anoint Jehu
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4.

to be king of IsraglHazel to be king of Syriand Elisha to be the prophet tacsu
ceed Elijah.
c. The Greek word tralnesi fakipghmin) it o anoi nt, 0O

While studying the life of Jesus, it is important to keep in minddifferences b-
tween the Jewish concepts of their expected Messiah and teachings of Jesus in this
regard.

B. Is Peter the rock?

1.

First, it should be noticed that the message of the passage is not Peter as the found

tion of the church, but the MessiahshipJesusT he questi on i s not,
become?0 but AWho to people say that | an
This passage and the questions it presents concerning Peter as the foundation of the
church have been studied and debated since the seatnd/ce

In commenting on ils passage, K.S. Latourette church historian at Yale University
says, AWhatever else this passage may me
was to be a series of successors to whom Peter was to have authority to transmit the

6 power o finthefiral cHagtey gfhed@apel According to Johwe have the

command of Jesus to Peter to tend and feeagheep, but there is no indication that

he meant this exclusively foreter, or that he gave Peter the authority to transmit the
responsibility®6 ot her s. 0O A Hfstory & Chrigtianttyppu ¥12113) e ,

Some New Testament scholars in the past have contended that there is an important
difference between the Greek womplse t rpethMds masculinelandp e t rpatra,
feminine) which occuim the pasage.

a. The position is thapetros,translatedi P e t ligerallytmne ans a fs mal | r
st owhlepetrast r ans | atliterdlymeaomrck ,a& Afoundati on
b. Although there is a recognized difference between the afsthese two words
most scholars now generally believe the difference is not significant enough to
make a very strong case for this intetption.
c. Although Matthew wrote in Greeklesus would have been speaking the Aramaic
language, which had no such gender distimcasthat found in Greek.
d. This is overcome to some degree by the fact that in the Greek such a distinction is
possble and that distinctionsimade by Matthew. There is eatantAramaic
Gospel of M@&hew.
e. To use this passage to prove the primacy of Peteghat Peter was at this time
designated to become the Bishop of Rome is to stretch fsagsafar beyond the
legitimate bounds of scharly exegesis.

Notice that Jesus, not Peter i s consi ste
the church.

a. | Cor. 3:11 refers to Jesus as the only fatioa of the church.
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